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CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER. 

ADDRESS TO THE THEOLOGICAL ALUMNI OF QUEEN'S UNIVERSITy, 

APRIL 25TH, 1894. 

AS a layman and life-long Presbyterian, I ask permission to 
submit some thoughts on the subject of congregational 
prayer. I venture to do so for the reason that it appears to me 
a subject which ministers and laymen alike should consider. It 
is a subject which cannot but be of profound interest to those 
whose privilege it is to conduct public worship, and obviously it 
concerns every man and woman in every congregation within 
the bounds of the Dominion. 

In the Presbyterian Church we are in the habit of hearing 
from the pulpit only ; the pew seldom finds utterance. I make 
bold to break through the rule estal)lished by usage and give vent 
to thoughts long pondered on and long unspoken. In this voice 
from the pew to the pulpit, not a word will be heard or thought 
discernible in any way wanting in the highest respect for the 
ministerial ofifice. 

I shall first state a proposition to which all will assent : 
Public worship is a divinely appointed duty, and congregational 
prayer is an essential part of public worship. Joint prayer is one 
of the principal objects designed by Christian people in coming 
together for the worship of God. 

We arc all familiar with the ordinary services, in which extem- 
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poraneous prayer by the minister on behalf of the congregation is 
the universal practice. It is not necessary to enter at any length 
into the origin and histoiy of this usage. It is well known that 
Calvin. Knox, and other reformers, held the opinion that there 
should be pre-arranged forms of prayer, with provision during some 
part of the service for extemporaneous prayer on special 
occasions ; that there should in &ct be what may be termed a 
discretionary liturgy, and that while restrained by no oadue 
strictness the minister should use the written forms. 

These were the views held by the fisithers of the Presbyterian 
Church, and their ideas were carried into practice for many years 
after the Reformation. It is only necessary to refer to ** The 
Book of Common Order of the Chuiteh of Scotland,** a liturgy 
prepared by Knox himself after the Geneva model, and commonly 
known as John Knox's liturgy. This prayer book was used in 
the Presbyterian congregations of Scotland for generations. 

The first General Assembly was held in 1560. At that date 
Knox's liturgy was in use, and four years later, in 1564, this lit- 
urgy was formally accepted by the Church. For a period of at 
least 82 years — being from 1564 to 1645 — the law of the Church 
enjoined the use of this liturgical work at the principal services 
each Sabbath. Indeed it does not appear that it was ever 
formally abolished. In the i6th and 17th centuries twenty 
editions of the old Presbyterian liturgy were issued from 
the press, of which sixteen editions were printed in Edinburgh 
and four in Aberdeen. 

Some of the records of the Kirk sessions in the first half of 
the 17th century refer to the regular " reading of prayers in 
the morning and the evening services in the public audience of 
the people." At this period there was generally in each con- 
gregation, a Reader often the Parish Schoolmaster. He read re- 
gularly the prayers, the Scriptures and the psalms, the minister 
preaching the sermon. After the Westminster Assembly the 
office of the Reader gradually disappeared and the whole service 
was conducted by the minister. 

There is abundant evidence therefore to establish that in the 
early days of the Church, prayers were read in the assemblies of 
the people, and that the people were familiar with them and assent- 
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ed to them as their own, is obvious from the fact that for oon- 
venienoe they were freqaently bound up with their Bibles. 

It is equally true that considerable latitude was allowed, and 
that during some portion of the service the minister was 
not tied to set forms and words; yet generally he was enjoined to 
use the forms prescribed. 

Such was the law of the Church and the practice of Presby- 
terian congregations before the middle of the 17th century. At 
that period in the history of Scotland political exigencies arose 
which caused the liturgical service to £ill into disuse. We all 
know that the aversion to forms of prayer which set in was 
a reaction against the efforts of Charles I. and Laud, to force 
upon the Scotch people, a hated episcopacy with a liturgy repug- 
nant to them described by Macaulay as being a step taken in mere 
wantonness of tyranny and in criminal ignorance and morecrimi- 
nal contempt of public feeling" a step, which, if in its effects it 
produced a change in the presbjrterian service, was also one 
of the events which led to a change of dynasty* Whatever the 
cause of the change, the fact that pre-arranged forms were used 
to a greater or less degree for the greater part of a century 
establishes, that set forms of prayer are in no way inconsistent 
with, or antagonistic to, the fundamental principles of Presbyter- 
ianism. The change from a liturgical to a non-liturgical service 
simply proves that Presbyterianism is characterized by great 
freedom and flexibility, and as the same freedom obtains to-day, 
I think I am warranted in saying that there is nothing in our 
principles to prevent us modifying or amending our present usages, 
should it be deemed expedient. In the first Scotch Confession 
(isfjo), it is pointed out in Article XX. that freedom and flexibi- 
lity are desirable, that men's judgments are not infallible, and 
as human ideas may change, matters of human action may and 
ought to change likewise — that while *' in the Church or in the 
house of God it becometh all things to be done decently and in 
order" ; it is usehsss topre<4etermi&ewhat every practice shall be 
in the future, or attempt to make appointments for all ages, times 
and places. Presbyterians do not recognize any cast iron forms 
and rules incompatible with reason and common sense, and they 
have from the first felt at liberty to institute change when dr- 



Digitized by Google 



4 



QUEEN'S QUARTERLY. 



cumstances so demanded. The political forces which operated 
in the Mother country nearly two and a half centuries ago, are non- 
existent in this western continent in this age. The political con- 
ditions in Canada to-day are altogether different from those 
which prevailed in the United Kingdom, when extemporan- 
eous prayer was substituted for written forms, and we are free to 
consider, indeed it is our duly to consider, the extent to which 
we should adhere to present usages, or how far it may be expe- 
dient to return to the views and practices of the founders and 
fethers of our Chnrcli. 

The historical evidence goes to show that there is nothing to 
require a rigid adherence to one practice or the other. In tlie 
''Scotch Confession " of 1560 no particular mode of worship is 
laid down as binding. With the exception of the Lord's Prayer, 
given us as an example, there is little we find in Scripture to pre- 
scribe whether written or unwritten prayers should be used. We 
are left, therefore, to consider the merits of each system and 
ascertain on which side the weight of advantage preponderates. 

Extempore prayer pure and simple, unless by a rarely gifted 
person inspired by the Holy Spirit, is apt to abound in crude un- 
premeditated thoughts and imperfect utterances. True, it can be 
said, that the minister in the quietness of his study may well con- 
sider the subject of the prayer to be offered, that he may revise 
his thoughts and give the intended prayer more earnest and deeper 
reflection, that he may even carefully arrange the solemn words 
with which he is to approach the Throne of Grace, If the min- 
ister so prepares himself, as he undoubtedly should, his prayer 
practically ceases to be extemporaneous, and from his place in the 
pulpit he recites the thoughts and words already rehearsed in 
private. But, the words remain unwritten; and would it not be 
far better that they should be reduced to writing and placed in 
the hands of every person in the congregation, in order that all 
might join the officiating minister in the common petition ad- 
dressed to the Great Author of our being ? 

If we feel called upon to petition Parliament are we not 
extremely careful to have our wants expressed in well chosen 
words ? If a Royal Prince, a Governor-General, or other high 
personage, comes amongst us, whom we wish to address, 
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what coarse do we follow ? Is it not customary, in anticipa- 
tioD of bis presence, to indiice a capable peiBoa, or a committee 
of persons, to draw up with care and deliberation the address 
in fitting terms ? Is it not frequently the case that the 
text is amended, revised and re-amended so that it may ac- 
curately and properly express the views of those on whose behalf 
it is to be read ? If we are so careful in thus arranging our words 
so that they shall not be wanting in order, propriety, respect, and 
even elegance, how much more needful is it when a body 
of Christian people approach the infinite Deity — the King of 
Kings — that they should present their deepest thoughts in words 
fitly chosen, and not leave all to the impulse of the moment as if 
speaking to frail and imperfect creatures tike ourselves ? Is it 
not above all thiugs seemly that in addressing our Heavenly 
Father our speech should be well ordered and give expression to 
our most reverential adoration, and penitential emotions. 

There is another point of great importance. According to the 
usage of our Church the ofiiciating minister addresses the Deity 
in words which up to the moment they are uttered are unknown 
to any single occupant of the pews. The sentiments spoken may 
be unexceptionable, they may be devout, they may be appropriate 
and edifying, or they may be the very opposite ; whatever their 
character, the people present are simply listeners, the words 
spoken from the pulpit cannot be called in any correct sense the 
prayer of the congregation. The congregation at best can only 
follow the minister in prayer as they attend to him when preach- 
ing, and it would be as correct to designate the sermon, 
the sermon of the congregation, as to consider the ordinary 
prayer from the pulpit, the prayer of the congregation. 

In some city Churches, anthems by the choir and sacred solos 
are attempted; these performances maybe the most renowned 
musical compositions, they may be most pleasing to the musical 
ear, they may be edifying to all present, but they cannot be con- 
sidered the praises of the congregation, especially if the words of 

the sacred song are withheld from the congregation until they are 
sang. 

So good an authority as Paley, in his treatise on " Duties to- 
wards God," discusses the subject of public prayer. He says 
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" it (a written form of prayer) prevents the confusion of extem- 
pore prayer, in which the congregation, being ignorant of each 
petition befoJe they hear it, and having little or no time to join 
in it after they have heard it, are confounded between their at* 
tention to the minister and to their own devotion. The devotion 
of the hearer is necessarily suspended until a petition be conclud- 
ed ; and before he can assent to it, or properly adopt it, that is, 
bef<Hre he can address the same request to God for himself, and 
from himself, his attention is called off to keep pace with what 
succeeds. Add to this, that the mind of the hearer is held in 
continual expectation, and detained from its proper business, by 
the very novelty with which it is gratified. A congregation may 
be pleased and affected with the prayers and devotion of their 
minister without joining in them, in like manner as an audience 
often times arc with the representations of devotion upon the 
stage, who, nevertheless come away without being conscious of 
having exercised any act of devotion themselves. Joint prayer, 
which amongst all denominations of Christians is the declared 
design of " coming together," is prayer in wliich all join ; and not 
that which one alone in the congregation conceives and delivers, 
and of which the rest are merely hearers. This objection seems 
fundamental, and holds even where the minister's office is dis- 
charged with every possible advantage and accomplishment. 
The labouring recollection and embarrassed or tumultuous de- 
livery, of many extempore speakers, form an additional objection 
to this mode of public worship ; for these imperfections are very 
general and give great pain to the serious part of a congregation.'* 

Dr. Isaac Watts who lived half a century after the old pres- 
byterian liturgy, fell into disuse and who disapproved of a 
liturgical service, strongly recommended, whenever possible, ex- 
temporaneous prayer. In his "Guide to Prayer** he advised all 
"to cultivate the holy skill of speaking to God". The Gift of 
prayer he said "is one of the noblest and most useful in the 
Christian life and therefore to be sought with earnest desire and 
diligence*'. But this venerable theologian concedes that forms 
of prayer may be useful and in some cases necessary when min- 
isters are unable to attain in a high degree the Divine Gift. 

It is claimed by some that the principal end of extempore 
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prayer is to move the hearts of the congregation and that this is 
a purpose which no written forms however admirably composed 
can successfully accomplish. Granting all that can be said in this 
regard when some rarely gifted man ffives expression in prayer to 
his devotional thoughts, it will readily be conceded that many of 
oar most worthy ministers are not so gifted and it would be more 
desirable for them to use good written forms than to speak ex< 
temporaneously in an imperfect manner. 

If we turn to another branch of public worship—the service 
of praise — we find a recognition of set-forms of words. Joint 
prayer is prayer in which all join — and so it is with praise, and 
from the earliest days, means have been taken to admit of all 
joining in the common service of praise. The psalms and para- 
phrases were pot in verse, and in the time of our forefathers the 
minister " read the line," as it was termed, in order that every 
individual in the congrc^tion, learned or unlearned, with or 
without the printed verses, might join in the sacred song. The 
advance of education and of printing has simplified the service of 
praise and rendered " reading the line " unnecessary. The verses 
to be sung are in the hands of all, and so the whole assembled 
people may thus " with understanding *' join in congregational 
praise. 

The Apostle Paul places the two acts of worship — prayer and 
praise — on the same plane *' I will pray with the spirit, and I will 
pray with the understanding also ; I will sing with the spirit, and 
I will sing with the understanding also." If we have set forms of 
. sacred verse in psalms, paraphrases and hymns, why should we 
not have set forms of prayer ? It would seem to be a calm com- 
mon sense conclusion that a book of prayers is required for the 
public worship of God in the Piesbytcrian Church in Canada. 

During a long residence, almost Haifa century, in my adopted 
country, with opportunities of attending public worship under all 
conditions, in all parts of the Dominion, the opinion has been 
forced upon me that we should have a book of prayers, and that 
each prayer should be known by some distinctive name or number 
so that the minister could readily intimate to the congregation the 
prayer to be used. In amCnging the service for the day the minister 
would select such prayers as appear to him appropriate for the 
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occasion, and he would make known his selections to the con- 
gregation precisely as he now indicates the psalms and hymns to 
be snog, and the chapter and verses of the Scripture to be read* 
By no means do I advocate that a written liturgy should be used 
to the exclusion of extempore prayer. There should be no such 
restriction. The written forms should be used at the discretion of 
the minister and he should be at liberty to substitute or introduce 
during the service, whenever it seemed to him desirable, special 
prayers for special occasions. 

I am unable to see any well founded objection to the mode 
of distinguishing the prayers by numbers. The method would 
undoubtedly have the advantage of simplicity, and it would 
enable each person present without doubt or confusion to know 
the prayer to be followed. In some churches the hymns to be 
sung are made known to the congregation by a tablet placed on 
the wall, on which the numbers of the hymns are set forth. This 
is a plan which might with advantage become general, and the in- 
formation given on the tablet could be extended so as to comprise 
the whole service which the minister has arranged for the day. 
If, for example, a tablet containing such information as follows, 
were placed in full view of the congregation, each individual 
would be enabled to follow with ease, either audibly or inaudtbly, 
every portion of the service in which be is expected to take part ; 
the minister introducing, as circumstances may require, extem- 
pore prayer, notices to the congregation and other matters. 



MORNING SERVICE. 



Opening Prayer No 

Hymn No 

scurroKB rbadino. 

PMlm No 

Fnyer before Senaoo No 

SBUMOIf. 

Trn ycr after SermoD No 

Hymn Ho. 

BKNKOICTION. 



Our hymns of praise are culled from every source and from 
every age. We have striven to collect in our books of 
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praise the best hymns which can be found. Should we 
not follow a similar course with respect to prayers? In 
my mind, the Book of Prayers for our Church should be a 
collection of solemn appeals to our Heavenly Father, expressive 
of our every want and pure desire. In it should be gathered the 
most suitable prayers of all liturgies, the prayers of devout men 
of all ages adapted to our worship, to which would be added the 
most appcopriate prayers of modern Presbyterian divines, to make 
the collection complete. 

The preceding observations have had reference to public wor- 
ship in organized congregations with a minister. I may point out 
that a book of prayers is perhaps even more required in places 
where there are no settled ministers. There are many Presby- 
terians scattered throughout the vast regions in the North West 
and other outlying parts of the Dominion, remote from the servi- 
ces to which they have been accustomed, and who are apt for want 
of such aid to devotion to become estranged from the church of 
their fethers. There are fields unoccupied by missionaries, and 
there are mission stations which at times are vacant. In such 
places well disposed men are frequently found who, however will- 
ing the heart, are not gifted with ready utterance to lead others 
in Divine service. To such men in such places written prayers 
would be a needful help ; to the small groups of people it would 
be an acceptable boon, and would enable them to carry out what 
otherwise would be neglected. It will be obvious that in all such 
circumstances a book of prayers, placed in the hands of a lay- 
reader, with instructions for its proper use, would greatly aid in 
maintaining social worship until the appointment of a missionary, 
or until the settlement increased sufficiently to admit of the 
regular services of a minister being obtained. 

In concluding these remarks on a subject of so much import- 
ance, I appeal to the reverend and learned men whom I address, 

earnestly to consider the expediency of introducing some change 
in the service of prayer in public worship. In Canada we Pres- 
byterians are happily placed in circumstances the very opposite 
of what prevailed in the 17th century in the fatherland of many 
of us. There is nothing to becloud our views or to influence our 
passions one way or the other. The prejudices which aftected our 
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forefathers, aod indeed at an earlier day some of ourselves, have 
mostly passed away ; in Canada they have no proper place, and 
we are free to take the course which appears to us in this new 
generation most expedient. While there are men in onr Church 
who can address God with a flow of divine eloquence to move the 
hearts of all who hear them, it is not to be denied that some of 
our most worthy ministers are unable to exercise the gift of 
prayer impressively. In the latter case it is felt that a book of 
prayer would be helpful and profitable. 

As a layman I invite the ministers of our Church to give their 
consideration to some means by which we may obtain in our con- 
gregations a nearer approach to congregational prayer than we 
now possess. I ask that the men and women who gather together 
for Divine service in Presbyterian public assemblies be permitted 
to take part in the public worship of God, to a greater extent than 
at present. 

On behalf of the pew, I make bold to raise my humble voice 
to the pulpit, in the earnest hope that I have not in vain called 
its attention to the subject. 

Sandfqkd Fleming. 
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AN OLD CONVEYANCE. 



A PAPBR READ UEFOKK THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA. 

E place before you an old deed ; it is only some thirty-six 



• ^ inches long by some thirty broad, and yet this piece of 
parchment bridges the chasm that exists between the last quar- 
ter of the XVII. century and the first of the XIX. It stretches 
from the days when "the luerrie monarch" of England, the Second 
Charles, flirted with Nell Gwyn, Barbara V'illiers and Lucy 
Walters, to the time when George IV. deserted and persecuted 
his poor wife ; it unites the period when France claimed more 
than half the continent, when the Iroquois were the real lords of 
the forest, when England had a few settlements on the 
Atlantic border, with that in which Britain has won what 
France then owned, has lost what she then possessed, and the 
nobility ol the Redman lives but in memory and romance. 

This deed is a patent from George IV to the Honorable 
Charles Wm. Grant, of Montreal ; it is dated the 15th of July, 
1823 ; it conveys to the gentleman just named one half of five- 
sevenths of Wolfe or Grand Island, with all the isles and islets 
thereto adjacent. On the same day, by a similar patent, the 
other half was granted to fames Leslie and his wife Julia, Archi- 
bald Kennedy Johnson and Maria, his wife, and Miss Charlotte 
Langan. This deed begins by telling us that a few days prior 
to its date the worthy folk just mentioned had executed to his 
Majesty a surrender of the whole Island ; and this surrender (we 
are told) recited that his late Majesty, Louis XI\^, King of 
France and Navarre, had, among other things, given the said is- 
land to Robert Cavallier, Sieur de la Salle, his heirs, successors 
and assigns ; of how La Salle had sold it and how it had passed 
in the lapse of years from one to another until at the beginning 
of this century one-half was vested in Charles W. Grant and the 
other in the three ladies named, as coheiresses of Patrick Lane^an ; 
it also stated that the conditions on which the lands were originally 
granted, not having been fulfilled, the owners were liable to have 
their possessions forfeited, and that the tenure under which they 
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held, i.e., on payment of seigniorial does, rights and homage ac- 
cording to the custom of Paris, was repugnant to the ideas and 
feelings of people in Upper Canada. For these reasons the nom* 
inal owners willingly gave up all their rights in the whole island 
to George IV., upon the understanding that his Majesty would 
graciously keep two-sevenths of it in lieu of his seigniorial rights 
and dues and grant them the remaining five-sevenths in free and 
common socage. King George for once kept his vrord, and by 
the deed produced, and the other one referred to, gave to the 
parties named five-sevenths of Wolfe Island in free and common 
socage. 

Now this is our text. Let us enlarge upon it. Firstly, as to 
the persons mentioned thereon. Such well known and common 
folk as George IV. and Louis XIV. we need not waste time over — 
there was little great or grand about either of these men, save his 
name ; our real hero is La Salle, who was indeed cast in the 
mould in which Nature forms the Immortals of this world. 

La Salle was born in 1643, at Rouen, of an old and wealthy 
family. His early training was under the Jesuits, and he left 
their schools with a reputation for excellent acquirements and 
unimpeachable morals. The cravings of a deep ambition, the 
hunger of an insatiable intellect, the intense longing for action 
and achievement, subdued in him all other passions. The old 
world seemed too narrow a stage on idiich to play the part he 
longed to act, so in x666 he came to Canada. He acquired a 
huge tract of land near Lachine and settled there. Tales of the 
wonders of the boundless West soon fell upon his eagerly listen- 
ening ears and quickly fired his imagination. The restlessness of 
the new world fell upon him, and we find him in 1669 with a few 
chosen comrades passing within sound of the mighty roar of Nia- 
gara ; onwards he wandered through virgin forests and up un- 
known streams until he came to the Ohio River, down its smh 
current he paddled to the rapids, where now is Louisville ; after 
this for a time his movements are veiled in mystery, but ap- 
parently he was driving with unwearying stroke his birch bark 
canoe up the broad waters of Lake Huron, down those of Michi- 
gan, and then along the quiet stream of the Illinois River. He 
seems to have just missed the honor of discovering that great 
Father of Rivers — the mighty Mississippi. 
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In 1673 Count Frontenac, the Governor of New France, be- 
came impressed with the idea that much would be gained by the 
establishment of a fortified trading post at the foot of Lake On- 
tario, so as to intercept the lucrative Indian trade that was so 
very apt to find its way to the English and Dutch on the banks 
of the Hudson. Being in Quebec, the Governor despatched La 
Salle* at the opening of navigation, to visit the country of the 
Iroquois, and induce those high and mighty warriors — ^who hap- 
pened just then to be at peace with the Frence and their allies — 
to meet him at the mission of the Seminary priests, called Kente, 
on the north shore of the Lake.* Ere leaving. La Salle sent the 
Governor a map which convinced him that the best site for the 
proposed fort was the mouth of the Katarakoui — some 20 leagues 
before Kente — so the mouth of the River Katarakoui was settled 
upon as the place of rendezvous. Frontenac and his flotilla 
reached Catnraqui on the 12th day of July, 1673, and the anni- 
versary of tliat day is still highly honored by many in this 
locality. By the way, we may mention in passing that as with 
spelling the name of Shakespeare so with that of the old name 
of Kingston, one can scarcely make a mistake ; besides those we 
have already used, the authorities give us some twenty other 
forms — Cahiaque, Cadaroque, Cataracoui, Cataracouy, Catara- 
kuy, Catarakouy, Cataraky, Cataraque, Cataracto, Catarocoui, 
Cadaraque, Catarachqui, Kadaraghke, Kadaraghkie, Kodakagkie, 
Catarockque, Cadaacocrochque, Catarocoui, Cuadaraghque, Cre- 
diroqua. The spelling need not be monotonous. 

We know not when La Salle first saw our beautiful bay and 
its protecting islands, but doubtless he was here when his chief- 
tain arrived to attend the first great international peace conven- 
tion ever held in Canada, and which he himself had been highly 
instrumental in assembling. A word or or two as to the place of 
this gathering as described by the Count himself. (We quote from 
the Pftris Documents, vol. IX. of the Documents relating to the 
Colonial History of the State of New York). Our bay is called 
" one of the most beautiful and agreeable harbors in the world, 
capable of holding a hundred of the largest ships, with a mud 
bottom* and so sheltered from every wind that a cable is scarcely 
necessary for mooring. At the head of the bay is a prairie more 

^rkkaaoMlsitOlpnMrvadlsilMtof AeBafotgoiot*. (Furlt DocmMiiM, ^ 91, 
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tlian a league in extent, as handsome and level as any in France." 
Verily, with reason, the French leader thought as he looked about 
him on the lair prospect — fairer now than then — God had blessed 
his enterprise in leading him thither. 

As we read of the proceedings of those days at Cataraqui, we 
are reminded of the political pic^nics of the present onberoic 
times. On the 13th the Onondagas, Mohawks, Oneidas, Cavu- 
gas and Senecas each presented an address of welcome to the 
French Governor, who was seeking their support and influence 
for his party, and each orator in turn handed to him an engross- 
ment of the address done in wampum beads and belts. Then 
Frontenac gave the chiefs " ta% '* in abundance, and also six 
iathoms of tobacco, some brandy, wine and biscuits, and to the 
women some prunes and raisins. During the next three days the 
Governor was busy pushing on the erection of the fort, and mean- 
while — like a regular political campaigner of modern type — he 
kissed all the babies he saw, and fed them with sweets, and had 
evening dances 011 the f^rcen sward for the dusky maids and 
matrons. Doubtless La Salle bore himself bravely throu^'h these 
festivities. In one speech Frontenac promised Indians that for 
the future they would find at Catara(]ni "all sorts of refreshments 
and commodities" furnished at the cheapest possible rates. His 
speeches were not as too many since delivered here have been — 
words, words, nothing but words — but every now and then they 
were punctuated and emphasi>:ed by gifts to the listening Redrnen 
of guns, powder, lead and flints, overcoats, shirts, stockings and 
beads. 

The news of the discovery of the Mississippi by Marquette and 
Joliet made La Salle resolve to attempt still greater things in the 
West. He saw how admirably Fort Frontenac was suited to 
serve as a base for operations in that direction ; the Governor 
had reported to the King, and all men believed " that a person 
could go from Fort Frontenac to the Gulf of Mexico, there being 
only one cariying place, half a league in length, where Lake On- 
tario communicates with Lake Erie." 

La Salle went to France, in 1873, and petitioned the King for 
a grant of Fort Frontenac ; his proposals were favorably enter- 
tained, and on the 13th day of May, 1675, Louis XIV conferred 
upon him the seigniory of Fort Frontenac and the parts adjacent 



Digitized by Google 



AN OLD CONVEYANCE. 



^5 



by an instrument, of which the following is a translation : 

CoMPEiGNE, 13th May, 1675. 

" The King having caused to be examined, in his Council, the 
proposals made by Robert Cavalier, Sr., De la Salle, setting 
forth that if it should please His Majesty to grant him, his heirs, 
successors and assi^nis, the fort called Frontenac, situate in New 
France, with four leagues of adjacent county, the Islands named 
Ganounkouesnot and Kaouenesgo, and the adjoining islets, with 
the right of hunting and fishing on said lands and in the lake 
called Ontario, or Frontenac, and circumjacent rivers, the whole 
by title of Fief, Seignory, and Justice (appeals from the Judges of 
which will be to the Lieutenant-General of Quebec) and the Gov- 
ernment of said Fort Frontenac, and letters of noblesse, he would 
cause considerable property he posseases in this kingdooi to be 
transported to the said country of New France for the erection 
and establishment there of settlements, which may, in the lapse 
of time, contribute greatly to the augmentation of colonies in 
said country. Said De la Salle offers to reimburse the sum of 
ten thousand livres, the amount expended for the construction of 
said Fort Frontenac ; to keep in good order the said fort, and the 
garrison necessary for the defence thereof, which cannot be less 
than that of Montreal ; to maintain twenty men daring nine years 
for cleaHng the land which shall be conceded to him ; and until 
he shall have a Church built, to keep a priest or friar to perform 
Divine service and administer the sacraments ; which expenses, 
etc., the said De la Salle will defray at his sole cost and charges, 
until there be established above the Long Sault, called Garonouoy, 
some individuals with similar grants to that he demands, in which 
case those who will have obtained said grants shall be bound to 
contribute to the said expenses in proportion to the lands which 
will be granted to them ; and having heard the report of Sieur ♦ 
Colbert, Counsellor of the King in his Royal Council, and Comp- 
troller-General of Finances, His Majesty in Council has accepted 
and does accept the said De la Salle's offers, hath in consequence 
granted to him the property of the said fort called Frontenac, and 
four lea[,'ues of adjacent country, computing at two thousand 
toises each league, along the lakes and rivers above and below 
said fort, and half a league, or one thousand toises, inland ; the 
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isbocb mned GaoomikoQaoot and Kacmcnf sg o and the ad- 
jacent islands» vitb the figlit of bontins and fishiof; on said Lake 
Ontario and drcnmjaoent rivers. The whole by title of Fief, 
and in foil SeJjgnioiy and Jostioe; on condition that be caose to 
becont cye d immediately to Ca n ada all the effects be possesse s in 
this kingdom, which cannot be less that the sum of io/>oo livics 
in money or movables ; that he produce a certificate from Ownt 
de Fronteoac, His Majesty's Licntenant-GeDeral in said Country ; 
reimburse the sum of lo.ooo livres expended in the construction 
of the said fort ; put and maintain it in a good state of defence ; 
pay and support the gam'son necessar}- to defend it, vrliich is to 
be at least equal to that of Montreal ; likewise maintain ti^nty 
men during two years to clear the land, who shall not be other- 
employed during that time ; cause a cb.urch to be erected 
wiiLin the hut six years of his grant, and meanwhile to support 
a priest or friar for the administration of the sacraments : also 
induce the Indians to repair thither, give them settlements, and 
form villaees there in society with the French, to whom he shall 
give pan of said land to be cleared, all Nvhich shall be cleared and 
improved within the time and space of twenty years, to be com- 
puted from the next (1676), other^vise His Majesty shall be at 
liberty, at the expiration of the said time, to dispose of the lands 
which shall not be cleared or improved. His Majesty wills that 
appeals from the judges (to be appointed by the said De la Salle 
within the limits of the said country conceded by His Majesty) be 
to the I Jentenant-General of Quebec ; and to that end His Ma- 
jesty wiDs that all donator>' and oonoessionaiy letters hereunto 
necessary, be issued to the said De la Salle, together with those 
for the Government of said Fort Frontenac, and letters of 
noblesse for him and his posterity." 

La Salle returned firom France proprietor of a seigniory, 
which — all things considered — ^was one of the most valuable in 
the colony. So P^kman says. With him came Francis de la 
Foret as his lieutenant. La Salle set vigoroudy to work to im- 
prove his lonely little empire and fulfil the conditions on which he 
hcM it . Within two years oi the date of his grant, the palisaded 
fort of Frontenac was replaced by one of hewn stone, of which, 
however, only two bastions with their connecting curtains were 
completed, (ibe enclosure on the water side being formed of 
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pickets) ; the stone wall was 93 toiae, or 555 feet In length, three 
feet thick and fifteen high. Within the fort were a banack, a 
welly a bakery, veiy fine bams and stables. Near the shore, to 
the south, was a cluster of small houses of French inhabitants ; 
hard by, an Indian village. Half a score or more of soldiers, with 
two officers and a surgeon, formed the garrison ; while in addi- 
tion 30 or 40 masons, laborers and canoe-men lived in the fort. 
Two RecoUet friars — Luc Berisset and Louis Hennepin, looked 
after the spiritual welfare of the community. For these the 
Seignior built a house outside the walls, and part of this they 
turned into a chapel. One of these men, Hennepin, shortly after- 
wards made for himself a name and a reputation, by his discover* 
ies and wondrous travellers* tales. 

Soon La Salle had vessels built which navigated every part of 
the lake, kept the Iroquois in check, deprived the English (with- 
out violence) of a part of their trade, and closed the passage to 
deserters from the French settlements. 

The land was granted, as we have seen, to La Salle, "by title 
of Fief and in full seigniory and justice." He was the Seignior. 
What were his rights, what his privileges and duties as such ? A 
glance at these will teach us something of the feudalism which 
Louis XIV imposed upon Canada* At that time the system ex- 
isted in France with its teeth drawn, and many of the abases still 
lingering there were lost in the passage of the Atlantic. Parkman 
says that Canadian feudalism was made to serve a double pur- 
pose — ^to produce a feint and harmless reflection of French aris- 
tocracy — and simply and practically to supply agencies for distri- 
buting land among the settlers. Both of these ends Louis had in 
view when he made his grant to La Salle, he gave him letters of 
noblesse for himself and his children, and bound him to keep men 
to clear the land and then to parcel ont a part of it among them. 

The seignior was the immediate vassal of the Crown ; when 
he received his land he had to do homage for it, either to the 
king or his representative : and this had to be done to make a 
good title whenever the land passed to a new proprietor \ without 
sword or spur, with bared head and one knee on the ground the 
new seignior knelt to his suzerain or his representative. From 
time to time the seignior had to report to the king the state of 
of |iis seigniory (av«M et denombrenunts). Some ol the other 
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duties expected of La Salle, as to settlement, buildings and clear- 
ings, we have already seen, and doubtless other seigniors were 
similarly bound. 

King Charles II., of England, was far more liberal than his 
brother of France in his gifts of wild lands ; he gave the whole of 
the Empire State of New York to the Duke of York, subject only 
to the payment of 40 beaver skins whenever they should be de- 
manded, or within ninety days thereafter ; and he granted to " the 
Company of Adventurers trading with Hudson's Ba\ ," well nigh 
half a continent, upon condition that they should yearly pay to 
the sovereign two elks and two black beavers, whenever he should 
happen to be in their domain. 

The condition of cleaning the land within a certain period, 
under pain of forfeiture, was a distinctive feature of Canadian 
feudalism, It was a hard stipulation upon a penniless noblesse, 
who could not dig, who could not sell, and who therefore iiad to 
rent for a trivial return. It was a condition, too, frequently en- 
enforced. Whenever a seigniory changed hands, through sale or 
gift, the new seignior had to pay one-fifth of its value to the 
crown, by way of fine. (Qmni,) This pretty well prevented all 
speculative dealings in real estate. Fortunately, a reduction of 
about one*third was generally made for cash. If on the death of 
a proprietor the land went to the direct heir, no fine was payable ; > 
if, however, it passed to a collateral heir, one year's revenue was 
demanded. 

The Seigniors had judicial powers (haute, moyemu et basse /iis- 
tice) ; theoretically they could try within their own courts, all 
felonies and high and petty misdemeanors. We fancy, however, 
the Canadian seignior, like the English squire, generally confined 
his attention to very small matters, as he seldom built a prison on 
his seigniory. A few had special powers, and erected permanent 
gibbets and pillories, and on these erections the armorial bearings 
of the seignior were emblazoned. La Salle was not burdened 
with these high privileges, so no gaunt, grim gibbet stretched out 
its shining arm over our fair waters ; but he had, in common with 
many others of his class, the right to appoint judges within his 
country. These had power to entertain accusations of every kind, 
except hi^'h treason, coining base money, carrying arms without 
a license, unlawful assemblies and assassinations. We incline to 
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believe that these justiceships were not very mach sought after » 
as their possessors were not permitted to receive any salary or 
emoluments except what the seignior chose to pay them, and 
such impecunious lords of the manor as La Salle were not apt to 
spend much money for the purpose of bringing law and justice to 
their tenants doors. Appeals lay irom these seigniorial courts 
to the Lieutenant-General and his court at Quebec. The king 
himself generally nominated the Prevost— or Lieutenant-General. 

La Salle could not sell any of his land until he had cleared it ; 
so to obtatin any return he had to rent it to some one who could, 
and would, clear and till, and in exchange pay rent in money or 
produce ; the produce being chieiiy eggs, chickens and wheat. 
This tenure was called m cemive, and the tenant the censetaire. 
What land rented for per acre in those old days in these parts we 
cannot say — but in other places in Canada Parkman says it was 
" almost ludicrously small " ; it was usually two sous per arpent, 
(or acre), one being for the annual recognition of the tenure {cens), 
the other being deemed the annual value {rentes). If the pay- 
ment was to be in wheat, that cereal was valued at two sous per 
quart, it being worth about forty sous per bushel. Sometiines 
the rent was but half we have named, For the credit of our 
native land we would say that Parkman's expression, " almost 
ludicrously small," was even more applicable to lands in the then 
British colonies— now the United States. In Virginia, in Mary- 
land, in Pennsylvania, in Carolina, oftentimes one shilling was the 
total rental of 50 acres ; the Dutch farmers paid the patroons of 
New Netherlands for a &rro some five pounds of bntt^ or a 
couple of loads of wood. In one case, in South Carolina, a single 
ear of of Indian com each year paid the rent of 3000 acres of land. 

But if La Salle rented out his lands like others of his class — 
like them he had perquisites besides his rent. The tenant had to 
grind his grain at the seignior's mill, and the latter took one 
bushel in every fourteen for his pay ; if the tenant disliked the 
seignior's mill and went elsewhere with his grist, he still had to 
pay the seignior. (This was called hanaliti). The tenant had to 
take his bread to his seignior's oven to be baked — what toll was 
taken for this, we regret we cannot say. There was a mill and 
there was an oven at Fort Frontenac. The tenant had to do one 
or more days work for his seignior each year, (this was called 
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corvu), and he had to give him one fish in every eleven caught in 
the waters near by the farm. Then again, if the censetair$ sold 
his holding, the seignior received one»twelfth of the purchase 
money, from the l>uyer, by way of a fine {lods it ventes) ; if, how* 
ever, the cenutaire passed over to the majority, his heirs took the 
land without any payment. The seignior had a right to take 
stone and wood for the repair of the manor house from the 
tenant's land ; some even claimed the right to take for the repair 
of churches, parsonages and mills as well, paying nothing there- 
for, and to take oaks for vessels and mills, and pine for masts, 
without compensation. If a seignior thought his tenant had sold 
his land below its value so as to defraud him of his just rent, he 
had a right to take it himself at that figure {droit de relraite). 
These were some of the burdens which made the seigniorial 
tenure, by which Wolfe Island was held, " repugnant to the ideas 
and feelings of the people " of Upper Canada, and made Charles 
Wni. Grant and the others ready to give up their old title and 
take a new one. 

La Salle was not made to be a mere merchant or farmer. 
Fnjiii his fort he wandered off on voyages towards the setting 
sun, leaving his friend and vassal, the Sieur de la Foret, in 
charge. Frontenac ceased to be governor — M. de La Barre 
ruled in his stead. While La Salle was voyaging on the Missis* 
sippi and winning boundless regions for the king of France, the 
governor was compassing his ruin ; and at last, pretending that 
the seigniory was forfeited because a sufficient garrison was not 
maintained, he sent some of bis myrmidoms who seized the fort 
and that therein was, ejected La Foret, turned the cattle 
into the fields of grain, sold the stores, devoured the provis- 
ions and left " the fort exposed to the insults of the Iroquois, 
without any other defence than that of a kitchen boy and another 
person to take care of the cattle." The faithful La Foret was a 
man of action, he hurried to France, interceded with the King, 
and soon returned with orders to Le Barre to give back the fort 
and to do nothing adverse to the interest of La Salle — a man 
whom I (wrote Louis) "take under my particular protection.'* 

In November, 1685, La Salle, by an instrument under the 
hanii seal of La Foret, his attorney, duly authorized for that pur- 
pose, contirmed a grant for the island now called Wolfe, with its 
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appurtenances, to James Cauchois, upon the terms and conditions 
mentioned in the original grant from Louis XIV. Probably this 
is the first conveyance of any part of what is now known as On- 
tario from one subject to another. With the appurtenances of 
Wolfe Island doubtless went that fertile tract called Simcoe Is- 
land ; this was formerly known and is marked on the map attach- 
ed to the deed under discussion as " lie aux Forets/' but without 
doubt its correct name was He de la Foret, after this faithful attor- 
ney ; it would hardly be app ropriate to call an island "the Isle of 
Forests," when the forest primeval was all around. When this 
deed was signed, and Cauchois became the owner of the 30,000 
acres conveyed, poor La Salle was wandering with a fei^ com- 
rades, ragged and forlorn, among the swamps hard by the Mexi- 
can Gulf, for to the west of the object of his earnest quest, the 
mouth of the Mississippi. The year before he had sailed from 
France with an ill-assorted, ill-starred company, to establish a 
fort and found a colony where the Father of Rivers pours its 
mighty torrent into the ocean, so that he might gain for France 
all the trade of the boundless regions drained by that river and its • 
tributaries. From that fatal expedition our hero never returned ^ 
—he fell a victim to a traitor's bullet, and bis body, with mockery 
and insult, was left naked and bloody, the prey of foul birds and 
ravenous beasts, beside the waters of a lonely river in the far 
away regions of Texas. 

In summing up the character of this man, Parkman says: 
" It is easy to reckon up his defects, but it is not easy to hide 
from sif^'ht the Roman virtues that redeem them. Beset by a throng 
of enemies, he stands — like the King of Israel — liead and shoulders 
over them all. He was a tower of adamant, against whose im- 
pregnable front hardship and danger, the rage of man and of the 
elements, the southern sun, the northern blast, fatigue, famine, 
delay, disappointment and deferred hope, emptied their quivers 
in vain. That very pride, which Coriolanus-like, declared itself 
most sternly in the thickest press of foes, has in it something to 
challenge admiration. Never under the impenetrable mail of 
paladin or crusader, beat a heart of more intrepid mettle, than 
within the stoic panoply that armed the breast of La Salle.*' 

In course of time Cauchois died and without a will, leaving 
his daughter, the foir Mary Madelaine, his heiress; she married 
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a man unknown to lame — one Curotte he is called and nothing 
more. At last Maxy Madelaine died also, and the island passed 
to her heir-at-law, her eldest son, James Francois Curotte. He 
cared not for the things of this world, but entered the holy 
priesthood and became Cuth of the Parish of St. Peter, Riviere- 
du-Sud ; in March, 1784, he conveyed all his right, title and in- 
terest in these maternal acres to his half brothers, Amable and 
Michael Curotte. 

About the beginning of this century the Curottes, Amable and 
Michael, sold all their rights in the Island to David Alexander 
Grant and Patrick Langan ; and these names introduce to US 
two families known far and wide in the struggles between France 
and England for the possession of this continent. Thronpli 
David Alex. Grant we come upon a family in which were heroes 
fighting under the fieur-de-lis, and which Parkman calls the most 
truly eminent in Canada. He was a Captain in the 94th Foot, 
and in 1781 married Marie Charles Josephe Le Moyne de Lon- 
gueil, Baroness de Longueil, only daughter of the third Baron of 
that illustrious name. The Captain died intestate in March, 
1806, leaving as his eldest son and heir-at-law the Hon. Charles 
Wm. Grant, in our patent named and who became, on the death 
of his mother, the fourth Baron de Longueil » and his daughter 
until her death a few weeks ago still owned a considerable por- 
tion of the Island. A word or two concerning these de Longueils, 
so well known in history and romance. The first baron, Charles 
Le Moyne, was the second Seignior of Longueil ; in the first 
year of the eighteenth century Louis, by the Grace of God» 
King of France and Navarre, considering it his duty to re- 
ward those whose courage and merit led them to perform 
great deeds, and taking into consideration the services which 
had been rendered to him by the said Charles Le Moyne and 
his father, "created, erected, raised and decorated the said es- 
tate and seigniory of Longueil with the name, title and dignity 
of a barony, to be peacefully and fully enjo\ ed by the said Sicur 
Charles Le Moyne, his children, heirs and descendants, together 
with the name, title and dignity of a baron " and the patent ex- 
pressed the King's wish and pleasure that he should call himself 
by such title. The first baron had eleven sons and two daugh- 
ters ; the sons were all mighty men — men of renown. The eld< 
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est, Charles, the second baron, fell in action at Saratoga ; the 
second son, Jacc^aes, was killed at the siege of Quebec ; Pierre 
le Moyne d* Iberville, the third son, with his brothers St. Helene 
and Maricourt, won (ame in the expedition that in early spring 
marched from Quebec against the English in Hudson's Bay (an 
expedition well described in '* The Trail of the Sword,** by that 
rising Canadian novelist, Gilbert Parker) ; afterwards be gained 
the Cross of St. Louis fighting in Acadia — he was the first white 
man to do what poor La Salle died in attempting— enter the 
Mississippi from the sea. The tenth son, Jean Baptiste Le 
Moyoe de Bienville, was with his brother d'Iberville in his voy- 
af;ing to \ht Mississippi. He was one of the founders of New 
Orleans and the first Governf)r of I^ouisiana. The other sons 
foufjht and bled and died for the lilies in divers positions and dif- 
ferent climes. The portrait of Bienville still graces the walls of 
Alwington,* where for a time dwelt the fifth and the present 
baron. The third baron was at one time governor of Canaila ; 
he led against the British at Monongahela, and died beneath an 
Indian's tomahawk near Lake St. George. The distinction and 
title passed to whomsoever held the seigniory of Longueil, and as 
we have seen the daughter of the third baron carried it into the 
Grant family, and there it still is in the possession of the sixth 
baron. 

Patrick Langan, who shared with Captain Grant in the pur- 
chase from the Curottes, was a gentleman from Limerick who 
served in the Commissariat and died and was buried here. He 
died in 1813, leaving, as our deed tells us, three daughters his 
co-heiresses, Julia, Maria and Charlotte. Julia married the Hon- 
orable James Leslie for many years a member of the Legislative 
Assembly of Lower Canada. Maria was the wife of Archibald 
Kennedy Johnson, who was a son of Sir John Johnson and 
grandson of Sir William Jolmson, men well known as supporters 
of the British cause in the conllict between France and Britain, 
and in the graver struggle between England and her Colonies. 
Sir Williatii, in 1757, at the head of colonial troops gained at 
Lake George the first victory for England in that war which 
was to separate Canada from France ; afterwards he took 
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Fort Niagara, defeating also an army of French and Indians 
sent to its relief ; and in 1760 he led 1,000 Iroquois braves 
from Oswego to Montreal, and concluded his military career 
with honour at the surrender of Canada by France. He 
lived in his latter days at Johnstown on the Mohawk River. 
Here, too, dwelt his son, afterwards Sir John, and his sons-in- 
law, possessing large estates and occupying splendid residencLS 
until their espousal of the British side against the Ataericans 
caused their property to vanish io a moment. In many a way 
Sir John was a thorn in tbe side of his enemies ; he stirred up the 
feelings of the Six Nations and secured their hearty and vigor- 
ous, though somewhat blood-thirsty, co-operation against the 
Americans. He himseU contended with the Colonists on many 
a well-fought field during those dark, sad days ere the independ- 
ence of the United States was recognised. He held tbe ranic of 
Colonel in the British army and was knighted by a grateful sov- 
ereign. According to Bancroft the colors of tbe Royal Yorkers, 
his regiment, lost in the skirmish with Herkimer and displayed 
from the walls of the rescued Fort Stanwix, were the first cap- 
tured banners that had ever "floated under the Stars and Stripes 
of the young Republic." 

On many another point in our text might we dilate on the re- 
servations contained therein for the Crown and of the lands de- 
signated for the use of the Protestant clergy — of the condition 
that Grant must build a house on the lands granted, — if he had 
not one already in the Province^ — on the necessity of any future 
owner taking the oath of allegiance. But our time has failed, and 
patience also, R. Vashon Rogers. 
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DANTE AND MEDIEVAL THOUGHT, 

It. — ^THB THEOLOGY OP DANTE CONTINUED. 

E have seen how Dante, finding in all finite beings traces of 



' » the divine workmanship, yet regards man as in a peculiar 
sense made in the image of God. Following Aristotle, as inter- 
preted by Aquinas, he maintains that while man is a being com- 
posed of soul and body, he differs from all other beings in the 
possession of reason. In virtue of this faculty he can make the 
essence or form of things an object of thought, and thus he is 
enabled, ascending from lower to higher phases of knowledge, at 
last to reach a certain knowledge of God. With the (acuity of 
reason is connected the power of free volition, the greatest gift of 
God to roan, and that which makes him most like God. The 
first man was directly created by God in immortality, holiness 
and righteousness, but in his pride or self-will he disobeyed the 
command of God, and involved in his &11 the whole of his pos- 
terity, whose representative he wis. 

It IS significant that, while. Dante accepts the Augustinian 
doctrine of onginal sin, he does not hold that the fall of Adam 
has destroyed the desire for goodness or the freedom of the human 
will. According to Augustine the human race has been so cor- 
rupted by the fall that it cannot do otherwise than sin {non posse 
non pucare), whereas Dante maintains that man has a natural de- 
sire for truth and goodness, and falls into error and sin only be- 
cansc he is led astray by *' some vestige of that, ill recognized, 
which shines through them." Freedom of will, again, which 
seems to him the indispensable condition of moral responsibility, 
he seeks to justify by the Aristotelian conception of the rational 
soul as a " substantial form, independent of matter and yet united 
to it." By a ** substantial form " is meant an independent reality, 
containing within itself a store of energy, which it exhibits in its 
effects. Like God and the angels, man is self-active, though unlike 
them he is united to a bodj' which is the instrument of the soul. 
Because of this union there are certain primitive desires which do 
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not proceed from the man himself* but, when he becomes con- 
scious of them, the free inherent energy of his own nature enables 
him to choose between them. Hence arises his moral responsi- 
bility for the evil which he does. 

In this modification of the Augustinian doctrine Dante shows 
the influence of the free spirit of the Germanic peoples, and of 
that conception of a rational human life which was due partly to 
the influence of Aristotle. But this is not the full explanation 
of the change ; for, in recognizing the freedom of man, with its 
corollaries of moral responsibility and sin, Dante is the ex- 
exponent of ideas which are inseparable from the Christian idea 
of life. It was Christianity that first brought to light the infinite 
importance of the individual soul. In the pantheistic religions of 
the East the higher life is conceived to consist, not in the active 
realization cf the true self, but in the annihilation of will. The 
natural man is under the illusion that his own personal fate is of 
supreme importance, and the first step in the higher life is to get 
rid of this illusion. Blessedness is to be found only in liberation 
Irom all personal desires. The Greek conception of life, again, 
fiuls to recognize the importance of individual freedom for another 
reason. In the objective institutions of society man finds his 
true good, and so long as the state is secure the life of the indi- 
vidual is in itself of no importance. This is the doctrine to which 
Plato has given expression in his Rt^ublie, though no doubt we 
may see in his ideal state a virtual recognition of the inadequacy 
of the Greek conception. Christianity, on the other hand, affirms 
the supreme importance of the individual and his responsibility 
for his own acts. In this sense we may say that prior to Chris- 
tianity there was no clear consciousness of sin as the act of the 
individual. Of this consciousness Dante is one of the most 
powerful exponents. His whole conception of life is dominated 
by it, and his pictures of the future life, as he tells us himself, are 
at the same time a presentation of the spiritual condition of man 
in this life, as by the good or ill use of his freedom he becomes 
worthy of reward or punishment. 

There is, however, another side to Dante's thought. While 
he recognizes the freedom and responsibility of the individual, he 
is also aware that the individual cannot be separated from the 
race ; and hence he insists upon the doctrine of the Church, that 
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evil came into the world by the original sin of Adam and has 
descended to all his posterity. Thus in the doctrine of the Fall 
beseemed to find the complement or correction of the truth that 
the individual is purely self-determined. It can hardly be said, 
however, that Dante gives us any reconciliation of these opposite 
aspects of truth : he rather sets them down side by side than at- 
tempts ' to reconcile them ; oor indeed can they be reconciled 
withoat going beyond the external and mechanical form of the 
doctrine of original sin and grasping the essential truth which it 
contains. 

The doctrine of original sin as held by Dante draws its sup- 
port largely from an uncritical reading of the Pauline cpistles»and 
especially of the classical passage in the epistle to the Romans, 
in which a contrast is drawn between Adam and Christ. That 
passaj^e has been understood in a way that misses the central idea 
which the Apostle is seeking to enforce. In various parts of his 
writings St. Paul draws a distinction between the man who is dead 
in sin, the man who is conscious of sm, and the man who is de- 
livered from sin. This distinction, in the epistle to the Romans, 
he applies on a large scale to the course of human history, mainly 
with the object of proving to his countrymen the necessity of the 
new revelation of the nature of God as manifested in Christ. In 
the opening chapters he shows, by an appeal to notorious facts, 
that the heathen world was sunk in wickedness* although it was 
self-condemned when tried even by its own imperfect standard Of 
goodness. The source of this moral degradation he finds in a 
perverted conception of the divine nature. The necessity of a 
Dew principle to lift the heathen world out of its religious and 
moral' degradation is, he argues, too plain to need elaboration. 
But can we say the same of the Jew ? Practically the Jew as- 
sumes that, because in the Law he has a clear revelation of the 
divine nature, no further revelation is needed. He fails to observe 
that the possession of this law has not brought him into a right 
relation to God. In truth the Law was never meant to produce 
righteousness, but only to create a vivid consciousness of sin. 
This is manifest from Scripture itself, as where we read that 
"there is none righteous, no not one." Tlie only way in which 
man can be biought into a right relation to God is by faith, as 
indeed is repeatedly affirmed in the Scriptures themselves. 
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Having thus shown that all mankind, Jew as well as Gentile, are 
by nature sinful, that all are more or less clearly conscious of this 
guilt, and that only by faith can they come into communion with 
God, the Apostle divides the history of mankind into three great 
periods. The first period extends from Adam to Moses, the 
second from Moses to Christ, the third from Christ to the end of 
the world. In the first man was sinful but was not clearly con- 
scious of his sinfulness. It may be objected that as the Moral 
Law had not yet been revealed there could be no transgression. 
But this objection the Apostle meets by pointing out that if there 
bad been no sin, there would have been no death. In the second 
period there was the clearest consciousness of sin, because the 
Law had defined in plain terms wherein sin consisted. In the 
third period begins the supreme revelation of the infinite grace or 
love of God, and of &ith as the only source of righteousness, or *' 
the right relation of man to God. The main idea, therefore, 
which the Apostle has in his mind is the natural sinfulness of the 
whole human race from the very beginning of its existence. It is 
in this connection that he is led to refer to Adam. He is not 
thinking of Adam as sinning for his posterity, but he is bent upon 
showing that the natural sinfulness of man has manifested itself in 
every one of his descendents. The idea of sin as externally trans- 
mitted from Adam to his posterity is entirely foreign to St. Paul's 
way of thinking : what he wishes to show is that all mankind are 
by nature in alienation from God, and can come into union with 
Him only by a new birth of the spirit. The coarse juridical not- 
ion of a punishment imposed upon the huma^n race because of the 
sin of the first man is due to the false interpretation of minds 
familiar with Roman law, who did not distinguish between sin 
and crime. This conception, first formulated by Augustine, was 
naturally adopted by Aquinas, frorn whom Dante received it. It 
was subsequently made a central idea by Calvin, whose mind 
was in many respects akin to that of Augustine, and it survives 
even to the present day. 

Dante's conception of salvation is the logical complement of 
his doctrine of original sin. There are two ways in which' man 
might conceivably be liberated from sin : either God might par- 
don him out of pure mercy, or man might expiate his sin by 
a humility corzespoiident to its magnitude. The former conflicts 
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with the jostice of God, the latter is impossible because man 

could not undergo a humiliation proportionate to the aelf>assertion 
implied in disobedience to the will of God. Hence God offered 
op his Soo in man's stead, thus reconciling;; infinite justice with 
infinite mercy. We shall in vain seek to comprehend the mystery 
of the Incarnation ; yet divine illumination enables us to obtain 
a glimpse into it ; for we can see tiiat it was the work of the 
eternal Love, the Holy Spirit, and that, although there is in the 
"Word made flesh" a union of the divine and human, the two 
natures yet remain distinct. 

This doctrine has the same fundamental defect as the medi- 
eval conception of Original Sin. As in explaining the origin of 
the world God is conceived to be a divine Architect or an exter- 
nal Creator; as in accounting for the ascending scale of being He 
*is conceived to be the Final Cause towards whom all things tend ; 
so now He is regarded asa Judge befote whom a criminal is brought 
receive sentence. A Judge has no power to tamper with the law : 
bis function is simply to administer it ; and hence God is conceiv- 
ed as bound by the immutable law that every offender must be 
punished in exact proportion to his offence. The sin of man» 
however, is infinite, because it consists in his seeking to equalize 
himself with God, and therefore the only adequate punishment is 
eternal (leath. On the other hand, God is not merely a fijd}?e, 
but also a merciful Father, and therefore disposed to forgive the 
sinner from pure Mercy. But as this would conflict with his Jus- 
tice, divine Wisdom conceived, and divine Love realized, the 
vicarious punishment of man in the person of the Son of God. 

Now, it is impossible to state this highly artificial doctrine 
without seeing that it is the product of conflicting ideas which are 
not reconciled but simply set down side by side. The starting 
point is the conception of personal sin, one of the central 
ideas of Christianity. Dante, powerfully impressed, like all the 
thinkers of his day, with the conception of immutable law as the 
corner-stone of all social order, naturally enough identifies sin 
with crime, and therefore conceives of God as an inexorable 
Judge. But sin is not crime, nor can God be conceived as a 
Judge. Crime is the violation of the personal rights of another: 
it is an offence against the external order of tlie State, and must 
be expiated by an external punishment. Sin, on the other hand, 
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is not the violation of the rights of others, but the desecration of 
the ideal nature of the sinner, the willing of himself as in his es- 
sence he is not. Hence sin requires no external punishment to 
bring it home to the sinner : it brings its own punishment with it 
in the destruction of the higher life, the realization of which is 
blessedness. In man, by virtue of the divine principle in him, 
the consciousness of God is bound up with the consciousness of 
himself, and he cannot do violence to the one without doing vio- 
lence to the other. Hence God is not a fudge, allotting punish- 
ment according to an external law, but the perfectly holy Being, 
by reference to whom man condemns himself. No external pun- 
ishment can transfurm the spiritual nature. The criminal, after 
undergoing punishment, may be more hardened in his crime than 
ever, and yet society must punish him, because its function is to 
preserve the social bond, which by his act the criminal has as- 
sailed. But religion has in view, not the preservation of social 
order, but the regeneration of the individual : it deals with the 
inner nature of the man, not with the result of his act upon so- 
ciety ; and hence, unless it transforms and spiritualizes him it 
fails entirely of its end. It is for this reason that the medieval 
Church in inflicting external paishment violated its very essence. 
All such punishment is contradictory of the very idea of religion, 
and therefore of the nature of God. 

When Dante says that the sin of Adam consisted in pride, or 
the attempt to equalize himself with God, he strangely inter- 
mingles truth and falsehood. The truth implied in his view is, 
that in so hx as man seeks to realize his true self in separation 
from God, t.«., in willing his own good in isolation from the good 
of his fellow-men, he brings upon himself spiritual death. This 
idea, as we shall see, Dante grasped with marvellous cleimiess ; 
it is, indeed, the principle by the application of which he peoples 
his Inferno. But this truth is obscured by the vulgar notion 
that the sin of man was pride, or an attempt to equalize himself 
with God — a notion obviously based upon the conception of God 
as a Ruler whose majesty must be asserted. This pagan con- 
ception, drawn mainly from tlie idea of Cssar, as the representa- 
tive of order and law, is entirely foreign to the Christian idea of 
God. Even Plato sees tliat "in God there can be no envy." 
Dante himself virtually denies this utterly false conception of 
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God, when he speaks of the Incarnation as proceeding from the 
infinite love of God. Here at last we come upon the only purely 
Christian idea in the whole doctrine. Stripped of its artificial 
form it affirms that the very nature of God is self-sacrifice : that» 

loving his creatures with an infinite love. He can realize His own 
blessedness only in them. This is the essential idea in the new 
way of salvation. Man can be saved only as he realises in him- 
self the spirit of Cbri^. In taking upon himself the burden of 
the race he lives a divine life. This is the secret which Christ 
revealed, and to have made this secret practically our own is to 
be justified by faith. 

If there were the least doubt that Dante was a faitliful son of 
the Catholic Church, the place which the Virgin Mary occupies 
in his theological creed would be enough to set it at rest. She 
pervades the whole of the Divine comedy with her benign in- 
fluence. So great is Dante's reverence for her, that in the In- 
ferno she is never mentioned by name. When the poet shrinks 
from the awful task of entering the spiritual world, he receives 
coura^'e to undertake it by being told that "a noble Lady in 
Heaven" has such sympathy with his irresolution that she 
"breaks the stern judgment there on high." Mary is thus the re- 
presentative of that divine mercy from which the whole work of 
salvation proceeds. In the Purgatory she appears as the compas* 
ionate helper of repentant souls. When Buonconte, flying wildly 
through the night from the battle of Campaldino, lalls by the 
shore of the Archiano, he calls on the name of Mary, and his soul 
is snatched from the Evil One by an Angel of God. In the valley 
of the Princes* the souls who had delayed repentance, sit, singing 
Salv$ Regina, on the grass and flowers. On the second terrace 
the souls who are expiating the sin of envy, ciy "Mary, pray for 
usl *' In the fifth circle the souls lying prostrate, purging them- 
selves of the sins of avarice and prodigality, cry *'Sweet Mary" 
like a woman in travail, and recall how she was so poor that "in 
a hostelry she laid down her sacred burden." Her humility is 
shown in the picture of the Annunciation, sculptured on the 
rock of the first circle. "There was pictured slic who turned the 
key to open the love of God." In a vision Dante sees her in the 
third circle as the embodiment of patience, "with the sweet 
gesture of a mother, sayiug : 'My son, why bast thou so dealt 
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with us ? ' Behold thy father and I were seeking the sorrowing/' 
The slothful recall how Mary "ran with haste into the hill-coan- 
try." The intemperate remember that *'Mary thought more how 
the marriage-feast should be honourable and complete than of her 
mouth, which now answers for you*" The two Angels who guard 
the valley of the Princes from the evil serpent "came from the 
bosom of Mary." In heaven her praise is celebrated by all the 
Saints, who ciicle round her. When, at the close of his vision, 
Dante sees the white rose of Paradise, Mary is seated on high, 
**her face most resembling Christ." "I saw upon her," says the 
poet, i'such gladness shower .... that all I had yet seen 
held me suspended in no such wonder, nor showed me such like- 
ness of God. And that love which first descended thereon, sing- 
ing Ave Maria, gratia plena, in front of her spread out his wings. 
To the divine song responded on all sides the ho\y choir, so that 
everv face grew more serene." To paint her divine beauty is im- 
possible ; "had I as great power of speech as of imagination, I 
should not dare to attempt the least of her sweetness." St. 
Bernard addresses to her the following prayer, which is the very 
essence of supplication : 

*• O Virgin Mother, daughter of thy Son, 

Lowlier and loftier than all creatures seen. 

Goal of the counsels of the Eternal One, 
Thyself art she who this our nature mean 

Hast so ennobled that its Maker great 

Designed to become what through it made had been. 

In thy blest womh the Lo\-e renewed its heat 

By whose warm <^\o\v m this our peat e (Sterne 

This heavenly flower hrst did germinate. 
Here, in Love's noon-tide brightness, thou dost bum 

I'or us in glory ; and to mortal sight 

Art livin}^ fount of hope to all that yearn. 
Lady, thou art so great and of such might 

That he who sedcs grace yet turns not to thee, 

Would have his prayer, all wingless, take its flight ; 
Nor (inly doth thy kind benignity 

Give help to him who asks, but many a time 

I>oth it prevent the prayer in bounty free. 
In thee i'? mercy, pity, yea sublime 

Art thou in greatness, and in thee, with it, 

Whate er of good is in creation's clime. 
He who stands here, who, from the lowest pit 

Of all creation, to this point hath pass'd 

The lines of Spirits, each in order fit. 
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On thee for grace of strength himself doth cast. 

So that he may his eyes in vision raise 
Upwards to thiat salvation noblest, last. " 

At the close of this prayer "the eyes beloved and reverenced 
of God, fixed on him who prayed, showed us how pleasinff to her 
are devout prayers. They to the Eternal Lipjht were then di- 
rected, into which we may not deem that by a creature the eye is 
able so clearly to penetrate." Mary is thus from first to last the 
mediator between man and God. 

Nowhere is Dante more obviously the exponent of the medieval 
mind than in the reverence he shows for " the V irgin Mother, 
dau£;hter of her Son." The position he assigns to her is a poetic 
Tendering of a passage in St« Bonaventnra's Speculum B$aUu 
Vifgimu "This* I say, is Mary, who was most free from the 
Seven Capital Vices. For Mary against pride was most lowly 
through humility; against etufy most affectionate through charity ; 
agaist anger most meek through gentleness; against uHconcern 
most unwearied through application ; Mary against avarice was 
shnple through poverty : Mary against -luttony was most temper* 
ate through sobriety ; Mary against luxury was most chaste 
through virginity. All these things we learn from these Scrip- 
tures in which we find the name of Mary expressed." It is not 
hard to understand the depth of devotional reverence which 
gathered about the name of Mary, thoucrh it would be difficult to 
disentangle the complexity which contributed to it. She is the 
living symbol of that humility, charity, gentleness, alacrity in 
kindly offices, renunciation of wealth and charity, which is the 
medieval ideal of the womanly as distinguished from the manly 
type of character and which was embodied in the gentle un- 
worldly life of the monastic Saint. Such an ideal exercised a puri- 
fying ioiluence in an age when strong and ungovernable passion 
was only too prevalent. It sprang from the same root as the 
chivalrous devotion to women which expressed itself in the lays of 
the troubadour, but it was associated with the deeper religious 
consciousness which Christian!^ had introduced. In this aspect 
of it we can see how it came in to give vividness and reality to 
the abstractions of a dualistic theology. The separation of God 
from the world led to the idea of His incomprehensibility ; the con- 
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ception of Him as a stern Jud^'c who inexorably punished sin 
plunged man in despair ; and though this idea was partly trans- 
cended in the doctrine of the Incarnation, yet the self-sacrificing 
earthly life of Christ was so overshadowed by His transcendent 
heavenly life that its power to awaken love and imitation was al- 
most gone. Thus the love of God, which in theory was affirmed^ 
had lost its practical inflaenoe. The repentant sinner, touched 
with the keenness of remorse, did not feel that that love had any 
definite hearing on his own life. Thus Mary came to take the 
place which Christ occupied, in the heart of the Christian of an 
early age. Her soft sympathy he could understand, while yet 
she was removed from the ordinary sphere of his everyday life, 
and was thus able to appear in his imagfaiation as the living 
symbol of divine Mercy. It may be add«d that the same move- 
ment of the mind which found in Mary the concrete presentation 
of the mercy of God, led to the creation of the host of Saints who 
figure in the Catholic calendar* Just as Christ had more and 
more ceased to be human, to Mary became more and more 
divine, and her place was supplied by Saint after Saint, who 
seemed to be nearer to humanity. Such a process was neces- 
sarily endless, and in fact it is but an expression of the inherent 
contradiction involved in the primary separation of the divine 
and the human, the sacred and the secular life; for where the 
divine is not found in the human but above and beyond it, the 
process of trying to bring them together necessarily leads to an 
infinite series. The Reformers were therefore justified in reject- 
ing the Mariolatry and Saint-worship of the medieval church, and 
insisting that the "eternal womanly" is to be sought in the ordi- 
nary life of the wife and mother. 

When Dante goes on to speak of the Christian life he separ- 
ates, as we should expect, between the natural and theological 
virtues. The highest point reached by philosophical reflection, 
as it appears in Plato, Aristotle and Virgil, cannot satisfy the in* 
nate desire for truth. The noblest minds of antiquity are repre- 
sented as consumed by a fruitless longing, and this indeed consti- 
tutes their only punishment. In a pathetic passage (Pg. 3, 43) 
Virgil, af^er referring to the sad state of *' Plato, Aristotle and 
many others,** " bowed his head, said no more, and remained 
disquieted.*' No one has ever ascended to Paradise " who did 
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not believe in Christ, either before or after he was nailed to the 
cross." Faith in Christ is thus the precondition of righteoasness, 
Noi is it enough to possess this faith» but it must be openly pro- 
fessed. Statius, convinced by the unconscious prophecy of Chris- 
tianity contained in Virgil's picture of the return of righteousness 
and of the first age of man, accepted the Christian faith, but was 
"through fear a Christian only in secret, for a long time making 
outward profession of paganism "; and for his pusillanimity he was 
confined to the fourth circle of Purgatory for more than four cen- 
turies. Faith fnust manifest itself in act, or the heathen will put 
Christians to shame. *' Many cry, Christ, Christ, who in the judg- 
ment shall be far less near to him than those who had no knowl- 
edge of Christ ; and such Christians the Ethiop shall condemn, 
when the two companies shall be separated, the one rich to ever- 
lasting, the other poor." Faith is "that precious jewel, on which 
all goodness rests." It is the "entrance to the way of salvation" 
by which the Kingdom of heaven has been peopled. Heresy, 
which is the opposite of foith, often springs from pride, as in the 
case of Sabellius and Arius, who first swerved from the true path 
and were then too proud to acknowledge their error. All light is 
from above, darkness is the shadow of the flesh. The &Ise doc- 
trines of heretics are like words which cut and disfigure the scrip- 
tures, and therefore in the Inferno the heretics are imprisoned in 
burning tombs. With Faith is closely connected the virtue of 
Hope, which is "the sure expectation of the glory that shall be, 
and comes from divine grace and foregoing merit." God is the 
object of the Love of all the saints. Both reason and revelation 
teach us that the more we know Him as he is, the more must 
love be enkindled in our hearts. And he who is possessed by the 
love of God will also love His creatures. Without these three 
virtues no man, however blameless his life, can enter into the 
kingdom of heaven . 

The cardinal virtues, which are all reducible to Prudence, 
Justice, Temperance and Courage, prepare the way for the theo- 
logical virtues, which only came to earth with the advent of 
Christ. The Christian life assumes two forms, the contempla- 
tive and the active, the former consisting in the contemplation of 
divine truth, the latter exhibiting itself in outward activity. The 
contemplative iife, so far as it existed prior to Christianity, is 
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typically presented as Rachel, the active life as Leah ; the 
Christian life of contemplation is symbolized by Beatrice, the 
active life by Mathilda, Hy a special vow the Christian may de- 
dicate liiinself to the practice of f^ood works, which arc not essen- 
tial to salvation. Thus he gives up his free will, the most pre- 
cious treasure which he possesses. The Church may liberate the 
individual from his vow, but not without substitutinfj something 
else in its stead. Dante has the highest reverence for the reli- 
gious orders, which he regards as specially instituted in the pro- 
vidence of God for the salvation of the Church ; and hence he 
depicts with especial sympathy the lives of St. Francis and St. 
Dominic. These self-sacrificing men seemed to him perfect 
types of the ideal life* 

The contrast of the cardinal and the theological virtues, and 
of the contemplative and the active life, is another instance of the 
dualism which pervades the whole of Dante's thought. He ad- 
mits, indeed, that the virtues of Ftudence, fustice, Temperance 
and Courage, to which, following Plato, he reduces all the natural 
virtues, assume a new form under the influence of the theological 
virtues of Faith, Hope and Love ; but this does not prevent him 
from regarding the contemplative as higher than the active life. 
Now, we need not repeat what has already been said as to the 
confusion between faith as the informing spirit of the Christian 
life and faith as the acceptance of a particular formulation 
of doctrine. Taking faith in the former sense, we see at once 
that it cannot be separated from the natural virtues without 
losing its meaning. As Dante himself admits, faith must realize 
itself in action ; in other words, only he who hnds his life by los- 
ing it in others is possessed of a saving faith. But the so-called 
"cardinal" virtues are just the form which that faith assumes in 
actual life. Prudence or practical wisdom is the wise adaptation 
of means to ends in so far as it makes for the social good, and 
thus it implies the pursuit of all those sciences by which the wel- 
fare of the whole is realized. To have a genuine faith is to dis- 
charge faithfully our special function in the social organism. 
Thus we can see how the Christian idea of hith spiritualizes the 
physical and moral sciences by employing them as the means for 
the development of an ideal humanity. To conceive of them as 
pifrely secular is to separate what el^ewh^fe Patite himself joii|s 
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together, namely, the love of God and the love of man ; and the 
separation inevitably leads to the false and pernicious doctrine, 
that the social well-being may be left to take care of itself. How 
otherwise than by the exercise of practical wisdom is the true 
means of promoting the common good to be discovered ? 

What has been said of Prudence is of course equally true of 
the other cardinal virtues : indeed these are simply aspects of the 
same thing. Justice, as the means of preserving and promoting 
social order, is simply practical wisdom applied to the sphere of 
politics ; Temperance is the wise self-restraint which is essential 
in the discbarge of all social ftmctions ; and Courage is the moral 
heroism which shrinks from no danger that has to be faced in the 
discharge of one's doty, though for historical reasons it is apt to 
be limited to the military profession. Thus all the natural vir- 
tues are the expression of an active, practical fiiith. 

As the natural virtues all spring from one principle, so the 
three theological virtues are merely different aspects of that prin* 
ciple. Hope is that attitude of the religious mind in which the 
individual lives in the practical conviction that the soul of the 
world is good. It is thus the antithesis of all pessimism. In the 
consciousness that ail things work together for good, man is lifted 
above the anxieties and disappointments of his every-day life, and 
sees already fulfilled in idea what in actual fact is only in process 
of fulfilment. Hope, in short, as a form of the religious consci- 
ousness, is the conviction that evil must be overcome by the 
irresistible power of goodness. And, finally, Love is manifestly 
the expression of faith and hope ; it is the Christian spirit realiz- 
ing itself in the Christian life through all the channels by which 
the ideal of humanity is advanced. 

Now, although Dante has not entirely neglected this practical 
aspect of the Christian life, he cannot get rid of the medieval idea 
that the contemplative is higher than the active life. If this only 
meant that it is the religious consciousness which gives meaning 
to life by presenting it as the process in which the individual is 
enabled to view his own petty efforts as contributing to the 
triumph of goodness, there would be nothing to object. But, 
viewed in this way, the opposition of the contemplative and the 
active life is meaningless. The true life of man is neither in re- 
flection nor in action, but in both ; in other words, it is not the 
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special function which a man discharges, but the spirit in which 
he discharges it, that makes his life divine. Dante's contrast of 
the contemplative and the active life does not correspond to the 
life of the thinker as distinguished from the life of the practical 
man, but to the sequestered life of the monk or nun as compared 
with the every-day life of ordinary humanity. But, in admitting 
that the active life is compatible at all with the life of faith, he 
has practicably surrendered the opposition of secular and sacred. 
If the contemplative life, as he understands it, is higher than the 
active, the latter must be essentially inconsistent with the Christian 
ideal ; the logical inference from which is, that all should take 
upon themselves the vows of poverty, celibacy and obedience ; i.e.^ 
that society and even the race itself should cease to exist. 

How strong a hold this idea of the religious life as something 
apart from the secular life had upon Dante's mind is shown by 
his maintaining that there are good works which are not essen- 
tial to salvation. No greater contradiction of the Christian ideal 
of life could well be conceived. For that ideal throws into relief 
the inadequacy of any actual realization of the supreme good ; 
and it is the contrast between the ideal and the real which is the 
source and inspiration of all spiritual progress, whether in the 
individual or the race. Only an external and mechanical concep- 
tion of the religious life can permit anyone to imagine for a 
moment that a man may claim merit for anything that he can do. 
With all his fine insight and strong rehgious spirit Dante here 
shows in the most unmistakable way the limitations of his time. 
In a sense no doubt he was a " Reformer before the Reforma- 
tion," but only in the sense in which all the best minds of 
the Middle Ages might be so named. Theoretically he has not 
grasped the principle which lay at the very heart of the Refor- 
mation, the principle that works are not the source of merit, but 
only the outward manifestation of the life of the spirit. 

John Watson. 
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A PARAPHRASE OF THE BOOK OF CANTICLES. 

FKEFATORY. 

\ 1 7HATEVER sins the *' Higher Criticism " may be charged 
with, at least tliis much should be placed to its credit, 
that it has made one book of Holy Scripture more intelligible, 
and given it an ethical value which it lacked before. That book 
is "The Sonp of Songs," which has always been a perplexity to 
commentators. What is its motive, its teacking ? At first sight 
it is anything but moral, let alone religious. No allusion to any 
devotional or religious subject is made in it ; the Divine Being is 
not mentioned.* Taken in its bald literalness it appears as a 
collection of amatory lyrics, which, however beautiful as poetical 
compositions, are no more conducive to piety than the Odes of 
Anacreon or Horace. Why then was it enroUed in the Canon, 
when such a book as "Wisdom** was relegated to the Apocrypha ? 

The only way in which it could be utilized for a religious pur- 
pose was to consider it as an allegory, and to read into it allusi- 
ons to " the mystical anion betwixt Christ and His Church.** But 
the allegofy was often far-fetched, and it was always an unsatis- 
&ctory thought that the book had to be allegorized in order to 
render it acceptable to a pious mind. Whether we consult dear, 
quaint, old Matthew Henry (whose commentary in many respects 
is still unexcelled) or study the fathers or those modern expositors 
who so largely quote from them, we think we can trace through 
them all the same under-current of dissatisfaction with their own 
efforts, as if tliey had said, This is the best we can make of it. 

Its claim to a place in the Canon was supposed to be that 
Kint^ Solomon was its author ; and it was conjectured that he 
composed it as an " Epithalamium " to celebrate his nuptials with 

'To be sure in Cant VIII, G. in the original word occurs as a suffix, but it 

T 

does duty simply as a superlative, and is so rendered in A. V. 
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the princess of E^pt. Now, it is true that "his songs were a 
thousand and five (I Kings, iv, 22) and it is po«ibletbat some 
of these might have been composed for' the occasion mentioned* 
or indeed to celebrate any of his most numerons maniages. But 
the sacred scriptures speak of these marriages with reprobation 
as offensive to God and bringing ruin on the nation. The passage 
in Deuteronomy (xvii» 14-20) evidently reflects on Solomon, either 
prospectively or retrospectively, according as we adopt the con- 
ventional or the " Higher *' criticism. It is therefore hard to 
imagine that such an occasion should have been selected for the 
special operation of the Holy Spirit, or that the monarch should 
have been thm a fit subject for divine inspiration. Still the 
" Epithalamium ** theory has been the one usually enforced. I 
have heard sermons by learned divines wherein this sonorous 
word was solemnly brought in as a sort of *' clencher " of all dis- 
cussion ; and no doubt simple pious minds have been overawed 
by its sound ; like the old lady we read about who declared the 
sermon did her so much good whenever it mentiooed that sweet 
word, Mesopotamia. 

But even granting the above hypothesis, that it was composed 
by Solomon, on the occasion of his marriage, one naturally en- 
quires, What is the purport of the poem ? what is the argument ? 
Who is the speaker ? Who is addressed ? A most cursory glance 
would shew that it is not always the same speaker, nor the same 
person or party who is addressed. Hence very early the idea was 
mooted (e. g. by S. Gregory Nazianzen) that it was a dialogue 
rather than a pure lyric. The Revised Version has accentuated 
this idea by separating the different stanzas. But if a dialogue, 
then who were the speakers and what were their several parts ? 
Interpret it which way they would tbe whole matter was most 
unsatisfactory so long as it was taken for granted that King 
Solomon was its author. 

But the " higher criticism *' has emphasized the idea that it 
was written not by, but about. King Solomon. I say emphasized 
tbe idea, for the modem critics did not originate it. In the now 
old-fashioned commentary of Patrick, I..owth, Whitby and Arnold, 
Bishop Lowth in his prolegomena to the Books of Canticles 
notices that, in the word pi^^^^^^ the prefix ^ does not neces- 
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aarOy indicate the Genitive but rather the Dative or Ablative 
case, corresponding to the Latin d$ or the Greek ntpi. In that 
case it should read, "The song of songs which is cenetming 
Solomon." 

Acting on these suggestions — viz : (ist) that the song is a 
dialogue or rather a crude drama, and (2nd) that it is concerning 
Solomon and not by him — modern critics have transfi^'ured the 
son^^ from a merely amatory ode, with no apparent aim save a 
sensual one, into a dramatic piece with a highly moral motive. 
Under this aspect it supplies a want which seemed to be in the 
Old Testament before, a want which no one like Solomon could 
supply, viz ; a commendation of pure connubial love, the most 
important factor in all the problems of humanity, the greatest 
motive power of all social life ; 

—«* The love 
Of man and woman when they love the best." 
Tennyson's King Arthur says : — 

*' For indeed I know 
Of no more subtle master of the mind 
Than is the maiden passion for a maid, 
Not only to keep down the base in man, 
Hul teach h\^h thought, and honcjutable words, 
And courtliness, and the desire of fame. 
And love of truth, and all that makes a man." 
and Coleridge sings : — 

" All thoughts, all passions, all delights, 

Whatever stirs this mortal frame. 
All are the ministers of Love, 
And feed his sacred flame.** 

And the word of God had said from the beginning, " For this 
cause shall a man leave his father and mother and shall cleave 
unto his wife, and they twain shall be one flesh." 

But what could King Solomon, with his 700 wives and 300 

concubines, know of this pure love ? Fancy Juliet being wooed 
by Romeo to become one of a whole lot of wives, or Desdemona 
or Imogene, or Rosalind ! Indeed, import the idea of polygamy 
into any one of Shakespeare's plays, and you ruin it. And we may 
say the same of the creations of any of our great English poets. 

The question then arises, if Solomon was not its author, by 
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whom and when was it written ? Internal evidence (such as the 
mention of Tirzah, vi, 4 —compare I Kgs. xv, 21, and xvi, 15-18,) 
indicates some seer of the northern kingdom as the author, and 
the reic^n of Baasha or Ziniri as the time — say B. C. 930, fifty 
years or so after Solomon's death. 

Accepting this view we have in our book a drama — in a crude 
form to be sure — in which the polygamy and luxuriousness of 
Solomon are satirized, and the simple country maiden's love and 
fidelity to her peasant lover triumph at last over the king's pas- 
sion ; and so the Song of Songs conveys a high moral lesson. 
And no doubt it had its political significance also at the time. 
" A poem in the northern dialect, with a northern heroine and 
scenery, contrasting the pure simplicity of Galilee with the cor* 
rupt splendour of the court of Solomon, is clearly the embodiment 
of one phase of the feeling which separated the ten tribes from 
the house of David.*' (Prof. Robertson Smith's article on " Can- 
ticles '* in Encycl. Brit.) 

We have called the poem a drama in a crude form ; for com- 
posed four or five hundred years before the golden age of Greek 
Tragedy, we may well look upon it as exhibiting a rudimentaxy 
stage in the evolution of the Drama. Want of the accessories of 
scenery, etc., would necessitate fewer speakers and fewer "acts"; 
we might expect that much would be told in oblique narration; 
and so forth. 

The argument of the piece is briefly this : King Solomon in 
one of his royal progresses through the northern part of his king- 
dom, sees in his vineyards near Shulcm (or Sunem) a beautiful 
maiden. He arranges with her brothers, who are her guardians, 
to have her sent to his harem in Jerusalem. She however remains 
true to her country lover and rejects the Ring's offers, even that 
of making her one of his queens. His advances are always met 
with the cry ; "I am my beloved's and my beloved is mine 1 " 
King Solomon at last, overcome by her steadfiistness, generously 
restores her to liberty. The poem mds with the re*anion of the 
lovers. 

In the original form the scene appears to have been laid 
throughout -with the exception of the dosing verses (viii, 5-14) — 
in the royal palace. The interlocutors were few, viz: The Shule- 
mite maiden, the King, and the Chorus which consisted of the 
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" Daughters of Jerusalem !' or the inmates of the royal harem. 
All the incidents leadinfi; up to the position appear to have been 
recited by the Shulemite to the Chorus— the harshness of her 
brothers, the devotion of Iier peasant lover, her abduction by the 
King. So the lover and her brothers did not appear on the stage 
till the close. 

In the following paraphrase I have somewhat modernized the 
play by introducing the lover to speak his own words. So we have 

three "Acts." In the first the scene is laic! in the vineyard. In 
the second we have what transpired in the palace. In the tliird 
we have the re-union of the lover in the scene of the first act. To 
effect this some transposition of the stanzas was necessary, and 
some gaps had to be filled up. The diction is as far as possible 
that of the authorized version, the changes made being slight and 
mainly for the sake of clearness. 

The idea of the following setting of the play was suggested by 
an admirable article by Miss Ellice Hopkins in The Century of 
April, iW^3, which itself is based on the Commentary of Ewald. 
See also the article on " Canticles " by Prof. W. Robertson Smith 
in the Encyclopedia Britannicat Canon Driver's Introduction to 
O. T., etc. 

The figures on the right hand of the page refer to the Chapter 
and verse of the song in either the Authorized or Revised Version 
which should be compared. 

By this form it is hoped that the intention and apirit of the 
poem are brought out ; though it be at the expense of close ad- 
herence to the letter, G. F. Lowe. 

DRAMATIS PERSON.fi. 

Baskematk — ^the Shulemite — a young maiden* 
Saphir — a young shepherd — ^lover of Bashemath. 

Carmt) 

Shual — Brothers of Bashemath— owners of a vineyard. 

Teresh ) 

King Solomon — 

Chorus — of " Daughters of Jerusalem " i.e. the Queens and other 

inmates of King Solomon's harem. 
Soldiers and attendants of the King — 
Rustic maidens-' 
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THE SIWLEMITE, ACT I. 

Scene. — A Vineyard in the North coantiy of Palestine, with 
a cottage or lodge therein — an apple-tree in blossom, vines* etc. 
A large latticed window or loggia to the cottage. 

Time of Kinpf Solomon. 

The three brothers on the stage, ready to go to work in their 
vineyard.] 

Carmi. We have a little sister, viii. 8 

and she is as innocent as a child : 
What shall we do for our sister 

in the day when men shall ask for her ? 

ShmL We will wall her round as if she were a hoard viii. 9 

of silver ; 

we will enclose her with boards of cedar. 

Teresh. Her beauty shall not be for the glances of a 

peasant ; 

she shall delight the heart of the King. 
[Exeunt Brothers to their work. 
The Shulemite appears at the window.] 

Bash, O children of my mother, you were angry with me i. 6 
and made me the keeper of the vineyard u 
but mine own vineyard I have not kept. 
Not to the harem of King Solomon shall 1 ago, 
O my brothers, 
but to him whom my soul loveth, 
where he maketh his flocks to rest at noon, 
for I am my beloved's and he is mine. 
Hark ! the voice of my beloved ! 

BehoUl, he Cometh leaping on the mountains, 
skipping gaily on the hills like a roe or young 
hart. 

Behold, already he standeth behind the wall of i. 9 
our own vineyard, 

and will soon be at the lattice of the window. 
Let me hide and hear his call. 

I Bashemath retires out of sight and Saphir enters- 
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Stt^r, Rise up, niy love, my fair one, and come away ! i. io-i4 
For lo ! the winter is past, 

the raio is over and erone ; 

the flowers appear on the earth, 

the time of the sinfjinp of birds is come, 
and tlic voice of the turtle is beard in the 
land ! 

The fig-tree putteth forth her ^Tccn figs, 

and sweet is the smell of the vines 

with the young grape. 
Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away ! 
Oh, my dove hidden like one in the clefts of the 
rock, 

in the secret places of the stairs, 
let me see thy countenance, 

let me hear thy voice ; 
For sweet is thy voice and thy countenance is 

comely 1 

Bashcmath re-appears at the Window and sings a 

familiar vineyard song.] 
B(uh. Catch the foxes, 

the little foxes that spoil the vines ; 
for the vineyards are in bloom with the 
young grapes. 
My beloved is mine, and I am his ; 

he feedeth his flock among the lilies. 

Saphir. Turn my beloved, until the day break 
and the shadows flee away, 
And be thou like a roe or a young hart 
upon the mountains of Bether. 

[Exit Saphir. 
Enter the three brothers. Bashemath joins them.] 
(kmi* Who is this that cometh up from the desert like 
pillars of smoke ; 
perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, 
with all the scents of the merchant ? 
Skml, Behold I 'Tis the train of the King 1 the glorious iii. 6-11 
Solomon comes 
bome aloft on bis lifter. 
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Threescore mighty men are about it, 
of the valiant in Israel, 
the most expert m war. 
Tertsh. Solomon's gorgeous litter of Lebanon's cedars, 
the pillars thereof of silver, 
the flooring thereof of gold, 
and the canopy purple. 
Bringing jewels and gifts, 

the delight of the daughters of Zion. 
A U four. Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, 
and hail the glorious Solomon 
Wearing the crown wherewith his mother 
crowned him 
in the day of his marriage, 
when in gladness of heart he brought 
home his Egyptian bride. 

Enter King Solomon in state, borne on the royal litter or 
palanquin, with attendants. He addresses Bashemath. 

King Sol. 

Lo ! thou art &ir> my friend I Lo, thou art fair I 
Thine eyes gleam like those of doves amid thy ' 
lochs; 

Thy hair shines like the silken-coated goats 

that browse on Mount Gilead : 
Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet ; 

thy temples are like a piece of pomegranate ; 
Thy neck stately as the tower of David 

surmounts a bosom fair as the lilies. 
Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, 

I will get me to the mountain of myrrh. 

and to the hill of frankiqcense. 
Thou art all fair, my love ; 

there is no spot in thee. 

[Exeunt King and retinue. 

Thg Thne Brothers, 
O sister, thou art a precious ointment ; i. 2-4 

thou will be brought into the chambers of the King ; 
we will be glad and i^oice in thee. 
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The love of the King will be sweeter than wine ; 
the maidens of the court will praise thee 
loyal people will have thee in regard. 

ACT II. 

Scene. — The interior of King Solomon's palace in Jerusalem. 
Chorus of the " Daughters of Jerusalem," the Queens and 
other inmates of the Haretn. 

Bashemath decked with chains of gold, jewels, etc., with a 
large nosegay in her hand or bosom. 
Bash. 

I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, i. 5-17 

comely as the tents uf Kedar, 

as the curtains of Solomon. 
Look not with scorn upon me because I am swarthy, 

because the sun hath brovmed me ; 

my brothers made me work in the vineyard. 
But where art thou whom my soul loveth, 

where feed'st thou thy flock ? 

where dost thou make them rest at noon 9 
Why should I be here like one that has turned aside 

by the flocks of thy companions ? 
Chcrus (ironically). 

If thou know not, O thou fairest among women, 

go thy way forth and follow the footsteps of the flock 

go back to thy beloved and feed thy kids 
beside the tents of the shepherds. 

Enter iiCifi^ SoAmwm, who addresses Bashemath,] 

King Sol. 

I would compare thee, O my love, 

to the steeds that draw the chariot of Pharaoh. 
Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels, 

thy neck with chains of gold. 

B«sk. (disregarding the kin^^). 
While the king sitteth at his table, i. 5.17 

the spikenard giveth forth its fragrance ; 
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So is tny beloved to me, 

as a bundle of myrrh, * 

as a cluster of campfatre in the vinejrards of £n*K6di. 

King Sol. Behold, thoti art fair, my friend ; 
behold, thou art fair ; 
thou hast doves' eyes. 

Bash, (still disregarding the presence of the king and 
addressing her absent lover). 

Behold, tkw art fair, my beloved, 

yea, thou art pleasant. 
Our couch is in the dale 

under the lofty cedars and the spreading fir. 
For I am but a wild flower of the plains 

and a lily of the valleys 

King Sol, As a lily among the thorns, ii. 2 

So is my friend among the daughters. 

Bash, As the apple-tree amongst the wild growth of 

the woods, 
So is my beloved among the sons. 
King Sd, Console her, daughters of Jerasalem, till I 

return. 

[Exit King Solomon. 

Bash, By night on my bed I sought him whom my 
soul loveth ; 
I sought him but I found him not. 

I sleep, but my heart waketh ; v. a 

it is the voice of my beloved that knocketh, 

" Open to me, my sister, my love, my nndefiled ; v. S-i6 
for my head is filled with dew, 
and my locks with the drops of the night." 



I opened to my beloved ; 

but my beloved bad withdrawn himself, and 
was gone ; 
My soul failed when he spake : 

I sought hini but I could not find him ; 

I galled him, but he gave n)e no answer. 
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The watchmen that went about the city found me, 
they smote me, they wounded me ; 
the keepers of the walls took away my veil 
from me. 

I char/^e you, O daughters of Jerusalem, 

if ye find my beloved, 
that ye tell him, that I am sick of love. 
CAoTKS. O, thou fairest among women, 

what is thy beloved more than another, 
that thou dost so charge us ? 

Bash, Oh 1 chief among ten thousand is my beloved ! 
his head is as the most fine f^'old : 
his locks are curled and black as the raven; 
his eyes are like the eyes of doves; 
his cheeks are like sweet flowers 
his lips like lilies shedding sweet perfume ; 
his hands are like gold set with jewels ; 
his body is like ivory overlaid with sapphire ; 
hit legs are like pillars of marble ; 
hU as the cedar of Lebanon is his countenance 
his mouth is sweet ; 
yea, he is altogether lovely. 
Soch is my beloved, O daughters of Jerusalem 1 

Where is thy beloved gone, iatrest among women ? vi. i-i3 
where is he turned aside, that we may seek bim 
him with thee ? 

Bwk* My bek>ved is gone down into bis garden of spices, 

he feedeth his flocks among the lilies 
I am my beloved's, 

and my beloved is mine. 

Enter King Solomon. Bashemaih looks scornfully at him.] 
KingSa. 

Thou art beautilul as Tirxah, my friend, 

hir to see as ferusalem, 

yet terrible also as an army with banners. 
Turn away thine eyes from me, 

for they overcome me. 
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1 hreescore in number are the queens 

and fourscore the concubines, besides virgins ; 
but thou art the fairest. 
Bash. I am my beloved's 

and my beloved is mine. 
(Here King Solomon vanquished by the Shulemite's persistence 
gives her liberty to leave.) 

Bash, (departing). 
I go to my garden, to see the fruits of the valley, 
to see whether the vine has flowered 
and the pomegranates budded. 
Or ever I know, I shall be set in the carriai^es 
of my own kindly country people. 

[Exit Bashemath. 
King Sol. Return, return, O Shulemite ! 

return, return, that we may look upon thee. 

Chorus. What do you see in the Shulemite, 
with her contemptuous regard ' 

[Tiie scene ends with the chorus singing and dancing to distract 
the king's mind. 

ACT in. 

Scene. — ^The vineyard as in Act I. On the stage the three 
brothers and some rustic maidens. 

AU Sing. Catch the foxes, ii. 15 

the little foxes 
that spoil the vines, 
for our vineyards are in bloom. 

Carmi. Who is this that cometh up from the wilder- viii.5-z4 
ness 

leaning upon her lover ? 

Shml. Is it not our mother's daughter, 

she that was brought up under our tree ? 
Here was she born and brought up. 
Enter Bashemath and Saphir arm-in«arm.] 
Saphir. Come with me to Lebanon, my bride ! 
with me to Lebanon 
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Let us look from the top of Amana, 

from the top of Shenir and Hermon, 
from the haunts of the lion and the leopard. 
Thou liast ravished my heart, my bridd! 
thou hast ravished mv heart 
with the plance of thine eye, 
with the turn of thy neck. 
How sweet is thy love, my bride, 
thy love is sweeter than wine, 
honey and milk are under thy tongue. 
A garden enclosed is my bride, 
a fountain of waters sealed, 
a fountain of living waters, 
of streams from Lebanon. 
Bash. Awake, O North wind I 

and come thoa South I 
Blow upon my garden 

that the spices thereof may flow out. 
Let my beloved come into his garden, 
let him eat its pleasant fruits. 

Sa^ir. King Solomon had a vineyard at Baalhamon ; 

he let out the vineyard unto keepers ; 
Everyone was to bring for the fruit thereof 

a thousand pieces of silver. 
O Solomon, have thou thy thousand, 

and thy keepers their two hundred. 
My vineyard* which is mine, is before me. 

The brothers come forward and recognise Bashemath.] 

Brothers* Behold, it is our sister, 

she who found iavor in the eyes of the king. 

Bashemath and Saphir. 

Yes, love is as strong as deatli ; 

jealousy is cruel as the grave ; 
Many waters cannot quench love, 

neither can the floods drown it. 
In vain shall a man give all his substance to buy love, 

all the wealth of his house ; 

it would be utterly despised. 
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(COMTIMUBD rROM TUB AVKIL MUMBBlt.) 
I. 

THE Geologist must, in the main, proceed alonfi; lines of 
thought and research quite different from those pursued by 
the physicist. He has no fixed and established mathematical 
theorems which he can call to his aid in the explanation of his 
phenomena and upon the results of which he can rely with any* 
thing like implicit confidence. 

The earth is, so to speak, the growing, developing organism 
which he is to study, and its growth is so slow as scarcely to 
make itself appreciable during the history of geologic thought, 
and not even to become promment during the whole authentic 
history of the human race. 

Here it can be truly said that a thousand years are as but a 
single day. And yet, from observations carried on for only about 
a century, and confined to very much less than one-fifth of the 
surface of this slowly developing planet, the geologist must draw 
his inferences and frame some reasonable and probable theory of 
the past iiistory of the earth, and of the length of time during 
which it has been undergoing its development, since it settled 
down upon it own account and began to clothe its iiery naked- 
ness with a garment of solid rock, or to ordain itself with the 
products of organic life. The task appears to be a Herculean or 
even an impossible one ; and in some respects it is so. 

The geologist is certainly not in a position to dogmatize upon 
the length of geologic time, but his observations have created in 
him, strong convictions in regard to this age, and on the average 
he believes it to be very great, many times greater than the 
physicist has hitherto been inclined to allow him. 

Let us then consider the nature of the geologist's observations 
and try to draw some logical inferences from them ; and if we do 
not follow such an order as would be adopted by any leading 
geologist, we may follow such a one as best suits our purpose. 

For the present, putting theory altogether aside, let us con- 
fine ourselves to observed facts. 

When we dig into the earth's crust we become acquainted with 
three very distinct kinds of rocks, one of which is always present 
if we go down far enough, and which may lie at the top with the 
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others absent, or may even interpenetrate the others. This rock 
which is always present is igneous or granitic, well exempiified 
in granite, syenite and lava, a hard crystalline substance in which 
the distinct crystals of its constituent minerals can frequently 
be detected by the unaided eye. 

It forms the great mass of the interior of mountain chains, 
and underlies all other rocks as far as is known, in the superficial 
and observable layers of the earth's crust. Of what may be in 
the deep interior we have no knowledge. 

The granitic rocks frequently break through the other rocks 
lifting and thrusting them aside as if driven on by some enormous 
force from below, and producing in these latter, wherever they 
come into contact with the former, a peculiar change, which 
plainly points to the transforming influence of a very high 
temperature. 

Not only so, they frequently interlaminate themselves be- 
tween the layers of the other rocks, filling up the intermediate 
lacune, just as hot melted pitch will fill the interspaces between 
the stones in a concrete pavement. 

Only one inference can be drawn with respect to the origin of 
these rocks. Their crystalline structure, their disf>osttion rela- 
tively to the other rocks, and their whole conformation indicate 
that they have at some time in the past cooled and solidified 
from a hot and liquid condition. And from their universal dis- 
tribution they plainly show that whatever the interior of the 
earth may have been, its surface at least, as far as we are capa- 
ble of examining it, was once a vast waste of glowing liquid rock 
matter ; and from the phenomena of volcanoes, earthquakes, 
elevations and subsidences to be observed at the present day, it 
seems natural to infer that the interior of the earth, at some con- 
siderable depth, is in much the same state yet, although this is 
an open question which we have no purpose at present in 
discussing. 

The second great class is that of the stratified rocks, which, 
whether consisting of limestones, or sandstones, or shales, or 
even beds of loose sand or debris, always lie in layers or strata, 
reaching at times, in orderly succession, through depths ol thou- 
sands of feet, and extending over wide regions of a country or 
even of a continent. These are in general never ciystalline, al- 
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though they may, as in the case of sandstones, consist of minute 
particles of crystalline rocks cemented together by some kind of 
calcareous or argillaceous cement. 

' On the other hand many of them, as certain limestones, and 
possibly all limestones, are clearly due to the force of oi|;anic 
life, being composed of infinite numbers of microscopic shells or 
casts from animals or plants, held together by some intergranular 
cementing substance. 

The granitic rocks are exceedingly durable, offering great 
resistance to the action of both air and water. The stratified 
rocks, upon the other hand, undergo a weatherinff process or 
gradual disintegration upon exposure to the atmosphere, the 
cementing substance as also the calcareous t,'raniilar constituents 
being slowly dissolved by the action of raio water charged with 
carbonic acid. 

The third division of rocks lies between the granitic or 
igneous and the sedimentary. These rocks are like the granitic 
in being crystalline in structure, and unless composed of lime- 
stones, as marble, in being also very hard and compact and dura- 
ble, and they are like the sedimentary rocks in being more or less 
distinctly stratified, or in showing evident lines of stratification. 

These are the metamorphic rocks, and from their character 
and relative positions it is quite evident that they are stratified 
rocks which, from coming in contact with hot igneous rock and 
being acted upon by other formative influences, have slowly been 
transformed or metamorphosed into that state in which we now 
have them. 

And now havmg got a superficial acquaintance with the three 
classes of rocks which constitute the covering shell of our globe, 
let us see what lessons we are to draw from them, and what in- 
sight into the past history of the earth we can acquire by a study 
of their conformations. 

Just as the granitic rocks have come into their present form 
under the influence of a molten state and an exceedingly high 
temperature, so the stratified rocks, wbethernow metamorphosed 
or not, have all at some time been deposited as fine sediment at 
the bottoms of great bodies of water, bo that the existence of « 
sedimentary and metamorphic rocks indicates the previous exist- 
ence of a sea, and also that of some other kind of rock to form a 
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sea bottom, and sufficiently cool to allow water to rest npon it ; 
it also indicates the formation of sediment by the grinding down 
and carrying away, by means of moving water, some other form 
of previously existing rock which was either above the sea or 
very near its surface. 

It is difficult, if not impossible, to imagine the state of things 
which prevailed when the first crust began to form upon the 
molten globe, and when all the waters of the sea, and many other 
present solid constituents of the earth were suspended in a dense 
and seething atmo5;phere which, swayed here and there by 
tempestuous and terrific storms, broke up time and again the 
congealing surface crust, and left it rough and jagged like the ice 
which in winter forms upon the agitated surface of some wind- 
swept pond. 

The rocks thus formed, the primitive rocks in the earth's 
covering, were certainly not sedimentary or metamorphic, and 
whether they were the same as our present igneous rocks or not, 
they were closely allied to them. It is highly iinprol)able that 
any of these primitive rocks remain in the crust now, for the 
miles of sedimentary and metLunc^rphic rocks which constitute so 
large a part of the present crust of the earth, must all have been 
derived from the original rocks through the agencies of wind, and 
rain, and waves, and running streams of water, and animal and 
vegetable action. And thus the formation of rock matter, and 
the grinding down and disintegration of this in order to form 
new rock matter has gone on incessantly since the first rock was 
formed and geology began, and much of the original material has 
been worked over again and again throughout the long geologic 
ages. 

Long stretches of time must have passed away after the first 
crust began to form before it became thick enough and cool 
enough to allow the condensation of the vapors from the atmos- 
phere and the formation of seas, or rather a sea, for it is quite 
probable that at this first stage the whole of the earth's surface 
was covered by the gathering waters. 

But in order to form sedimentary rocks we must have a sea 
charged with matter in suspension, which may gradually settle 
down as the waters become quiet, or containing calcareous or 
Other matters in solution, from which plants or animals may 
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secrete their cretaceous or silicious coverings. And a sea of any 
great depth can have matter in saspension only when soch mat- 
ter is being constantly poured into it by rapid streams of water 
which gather their loads in the upland hills and eariy it down- 
wards to the sea ; for still water can not hold heavy matter like 
rock-material in suspension for any considerable length of time. 
And thus the existence of sedimentary rocks involves the pre- 
vious existence of high land, and probably rain, and running 
streams of water, and flowing rivers. 

It is claimed by a few who may be called short -time geolo- 
gists and by some physicists that the rate at which geologic 
changes are taking place now is no criterion as to the rate 
which prevailed in the distant past, inasmuch as the disintegrat- 
ing and denuding actions must have been much more rapid in 
the geologic ages when the seas were literally hot, and the tem- 
perature of the earth was high, than they are under present 
conditions. 

This may be true ; but it does not seem difficult to show that 
however long such a state of affairs existed, it had mostly passed 
away before the deposition of the oldest sedimentary rocks with 
which we are at present acquainted, namely the Silurian. 

Animals do not live in very hot water, and never have so 
lived, so far as we have reason to believe. And yet animals and 
plants of a low order lived in the waters and on the land in the 
old Silurian times, and left their remains in the Silurian rocks as 
a forcible testimony to thdr existence. 

Moreover the Silurian rocks consist in large part of lime- 
stones, and if these are the products of secreting organisms it 
seems probable that the rate at which these rocks could be built 
up in hot seas might be even less than in seas of a moderate 
temperature; for the sparingly soluble calcic carbonate which 
constitutes these limestones, and which must have been in solu- 
tion in the waters of the sea, is less soluble in hot water than it 
is in cold water. 

Also, if it is true, as claimed by Indian geologists, that there 
was an ice age in India in Silurian times, it follows that matters, 
as far at least as temperature is concerned, could not have been 
radically different in those times from what they are at present. 

We know, again, that the deposition of rock matter in form- 
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ing these ancient sedimentary rocks did not take place with any- 
thing like violence or commotion, or with exceeding rapidity, for 
the trails of worms, and the tracks of animals which crawled 
over the impressible mud of the beach, and the little pits made 
by the rain drops of the passing shower, and the small corruga- 
tions formed by the ripple beating upon the sandy ishore, are 
preserved for ns in these oldest of aedimeotaiy rocks. 

Of course, life upon the earth could not have begun with the 
Silurian rocks, although these are the oldest stratified rocks 
which give us clear and undeniable evidence of the existence of 
living things. If then these are very old, the primitive condition 
of things in which life first made its appearance must be referred 
to a period much more remote. 

The sedimentary rocks were laid down at the bottom of a 
sea, but they are now found at all elevations above the sea level, 
in low and high lands, upon the elevated plateau, flanking the 
sides of mountain chains, and in some cases resting upon the 
very summit. How did they get there ? 

Earthquakes and other seismic disturbances occasionally 
elevate or Repress considerable tracts of land; but these influ- 
ences are altogether too local and restricted to be credited with 
the widely extended and continuous changes which have elevated 
or depressed whole countries, or even whole continents, and 
lifted aloft the mountain chains. 

Many portions of the earth's surface, owing to some force 
apparently acting from within, are being slowly raised or de- 
pressed, the action taking place over large stretches of country, 
and being so slow as to be detected only after the lapse of many 
years, or even of centuries. 

Thus the peninsula of Scandinavia is being raised while the 
opposite coast of Russia appears to be sinking. In like manner 
the coast of France about Cherbourg, and the Channel Islands 
are slowly sinking, while many parts of Europe, and of all the 
continents, are undergoing similar changes. And it is doubtfiil, 
in feet, if any part of the earth's surface is in a state of fixed and 
permanent equilibrium. 

Given time enough, and these movements, however slowly 
effected, will account for any elevation of sedimentary rocks to 
he found. But time enters here as an important elementi and 
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there are no good reasons for believiog that the movements indi- 
cated have ever been carried on at a faster mean rate than at 
present. 

That the action from below is not violent or eruptive, bat 
slow and continuous, is indicated by the fact that layers of rock 
so uplifted are not broken or destroyed, but at most thrown out 
of their ori^innl horizontal position, and sometimes twisted or 
contorted into long sinuous curves. 

The elevated ridges of these contorted strata formed hills, 
which, either in the process of rising above the surface of the sea 
when they would be subjected to the action of the waves, or 
afterward by the influence of rain or general weathering, were 
disintegrated and carried away to the sea again, leaving the 
edges of the various strata exposed. How long such a state of 
things then lasted it would be in vain to conjecture, but judging 
from the stability of our present continents, the time would in ail 
probability have to be counted by hundreds of thousands of years. 

But after the lapse of many ages these uplifted strata were 
sunk again to form a sea bottom and upon their partly upturned 
edges new strata were deposited in an approximately^ horizontal 
position, and the whole new system was afterwards elevated so 
as to come under the observation of the geologist. 

And thus the stratified rocks, as they now present themselves, 
are not composed of a regular sequence of horizontal strata 
lying above one another like the courses in brick-work or the 
leaves of a book ; in many places whole groups of strata are ab- 
sent, because they have been washed away, or more probably 
because that particular locality was diy land during the long 
ages that these strata were being formed by precipitation upon 
the bottom of the sea. 

Nor do the strata, if at all numerous, in any one place lie 
regularly and conformably upon one another ; for one group may 
lie upon the edges of a more or less inclined and older group, 
and these again may be similarly disposed in relation to a still 
older group. And thus, in general, the elevation and depression 
oi the rocky crust of the globe have taken place not merely once, 
but many times in succession ; and in every case while rocks 
were being formed in one region of the earth's surface, other 
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re^ons were dry land and famished the material for the upbuild- 
ui^ of the nascent strata. 

As all rocks must have been formed by the wearing down or 
denudation of other rocks, the rate of denudation* if known, 
would five us some idea as to the rate at which rocks grow while 
in the process of formation. But denudation is effected in 
several ways, and these are not characterized by any uniformity 
of rate. 

First, when a tract of sea-bottom is being raised above the 
sur&ce of the sea, it is brought directly under the denuding 
action of the surface waves; and the upper layers of the tract, 
being comparatively new and soft, might be cut away with some 
rapidity. But if the tract being elevated were of any great ex- 
tent, the shallowness of the water would efiectually protect all 
but the very borders of the tract, by becoming a barrier to the 
onward flow of the waves. So that such denudation, while being 
particularly active within small limits, could be neither extensive 
in its effects nor long-continued in any one locality. 

The second way is by the action of the sea upon the land 
which forms its shores. These shores are being continually cut 
down and carried away, the debris being distributed over the ad- 
jacent sea-bottom. The rocks formed in this way are mostly 
sandstones and conglomerates, rock of which the constituents 
readily sink in water. The argillaceous matter from the corroded 
shore would be carried further out and be deposited as fine silt, 
while the calcareous matter would to a large extent go into solu- 
tion and be finally secreted out by living organisms. The sand- 
stones and conglomerates formed in this way could never be very 
extensive, but would form mere bands, fluctuating in width and 
composition with the character of the shore from which they 
were derived. This process of denudation, like the first, of 
which it is a mere modification, would soon bring about effects 
which would tend to prevent its own action. For a shore acted 
on in this way, would, after some time, become shallow and 
shelving, from the continuous deposition of rock matter, and 
would thus withstand pretty effectually any further action of the 
waves. 

The third process of denudation, and the one which is proba- 
bly the most general, and the most effective upon the whole, is 
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the continuous action of rain, frost, heat, etc., upon all lands 
above the sea, and therefore exposed to atmospheric influence. 

The least amount of observation shows how slowly but surely 
these influences do their work, and there is no cogent reason for 
assuming that they ever worked at any faster rate since the ad- 
vent of the Silurian age. 

Civilization, although it may clean away the forests and dry 
up streams and change the courses of rivers, yet leaves the gen- 
eral conformation of the earth** surface unchanged. The hills 
still stand round about Jerusalem as they did three thousand 
years ago, and the site of Troy is still the same as it was when 
Priam reigned over that ill-fated city. 

lu fact the whole time covered by human htstoiy is too short 
to bring about such general effects of denudation as may be de- 
tected with anything like certainty, and it is only by observations 
made in special places where some local influence is particularly 
active that such effects can be clearly followed and appreciated. 
And yet the whole exposed surlace of the land is being gradually 
changed by the slow but never ceasing process of denudation. 

Rivers are continually pushing their mouths into the sea by 
filling up the whole vicinity with matter brought down from the 
interiors of islands or continents, as witness the Mississippi of 
North America. 

Herodotus says that the land of Egypt was formed by the 
river Nile, and he is probably correct. But the land of Kf^ypt 
was laid down before the dawn of that nation to which Herodo- 
tus belonged, and the beginning of the formation of that land is 
probable hundreds of times more remote from the present than 
was the birth of Herodotus. And yet Egypt has been forrned 
by debris, produced by the forces of denudation acting upon the 
elevated regions in the interior of Africa, and brought down to 
its present position by the historic Nile. 

Rain and frost and wind act over the whole extent of the 
land, but rivers, besides bringing sediment from a higher to a 
lower level, act in their own distinctive manner. In their slower 
parts they tend to raise their beds and overflow their banks, and 
thus to produce plains or bottom lands, while in their rapid 
reaches they cut away both bed and bank and tend to form 
gorges and canons. 
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The Niagara has been about ten thousand years, according 
to American geologists, in cutting the gorge from the falls to 
Queenston. Here is a mighty rushing river, dashing over a 
precipice from 150 to 200 feet high, and yet requiring ten thou- 
sand years at least to cut out ^ comparatively narrow channel 
throagh soft limestone rock, and only about 6 miles long. 

What time then must have been consumed by the Colorado 
in digging a channel some hundreds of miles in length and in 
places about a mile in perpendicular depth ? And yet these 
rivers began to flow, and the land of Egypt to be formed in what 
geologists would call quite recent times, that is, recent as com- 
pared with the long gettlogic ages which preceded them. 

h IS considerations like the foregoing that influence the geolo- 
gist in his estimation of the time during which the earth has been 
andergoing its development, from the period when the first 
stratified rock was formed down to the present time. 

The whole authentic history of man extends over aboat five 
thousand years, and the amount of geologic change which has 
bpen effected in that time amounts to almost nothing. And 
there are very strong evidences, derived from cave explorations 
and other cognate matters In Great Britain and on the continent 
of Europe that prehistoric men ecisted in these localities, and 
hunted animals of which the very species are now extinct, up- 
wards of ten thousand, and possibly from eighty to one hundred 
thousand )'ears ago. And yet all that man has done, and all the 
records of the presence of prehistoric man to be found in his 
accustomed haunts, are confined to the latter and a comparative- 
ly small portion of the last and shortest geologic age in the 
earth's history. 

And \vl]en the geologist considers the enormous and almost 
innumerahle changes which have taken place and left their in- ^ 
disputable records in the rocks, and the great length of time 
which was required for even the least of these changes, it is not 
at all to be wondered at that he should require, for the complete 
development of the earth, a stretch of duration many times 
looger.than the physicist is disposed to allow. 

N. F. Dupuis. 
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(CONTINUXD rXOM THB APRIL NUMBER.) 

n. 

IN the six centuries that have passed since Dante wrote his 
Divina Commedia, our intellectual horizon has been undergoing 
a steady process of purification. Every century has contributed 
to clear away the fictitious and superstitious elements of the 
world of fantasy piously created and bequeathed to us by the 
wonder-loving mind of the middle-ages. The world of Dante with 
its mediaeval mysticism and terrors, with its curious theological 
and political framework, its sopemal'and infernal splendours, has 
disappeared. The veritable dragons and chimaeras that the im- 
agination of the Z3th century saw ramping along the borders of 
the sky and the known world have been touched by k decomposing 
ray and turned into dust and little water drops. The curtain has 
been raised that hid that unknown world beyond the Pillara of 
Hercules, and the mystery of land and ocean is gone. Gone too 
are the Holy Roman Empire and the crown imperial, the Guelf 
and the Ghibelline, and all that strong and richly coloured yet 
half barbaric civilisation which produced in the same age the saint 
of Assisi and the tyrants of Milan, Giotto's Campanile and the 
Gesta Romanorum, the Sicilian Vespers and the Wartburg Tourna- 
ment, the theology of Aquinas and the tales of Chaucer and 
Boccacio. But this marvellous world of the past ages has not 
passed away without leaving something behmd it. It may be said 
to appear again for the modern spirit in ideal forms of poetry and 
• art, in the faerylands of Ariosto, Spenser or Keats, and in 
schools of |.:\intinf^% song, and sculpture which recall the idyllic 
figures of I he bucolics of Theocritus and Virgil, the visions of 
Dante, the tales of Boccaccio and the story of Arthur, a beautiful 
world of legenil in which the modern spirit can still find fitting sym- 
bols of the ideal. There blow the zephyrs, there the lotus blooms, 
and Oenone wanders in the vale of Ida ; there the breezes may 
bear your silken sails down to tower*d Camelot, or to Bagdat's 
shrines of fretted gold, the home of the good Haroun AlrasQhid. 
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There is the vale of Avalon and wounded Arthur vratched by 
weeping queens. And with this legendary world filled with the 
creations of 'the supreme Caucasian mind' there blends easily and 

naturally all that is noble and pathetic in history, all that time 
has hallowed and made memorable for men, from Homer 'the 
Ionian father of the rest' to young Columbus 'pacing mute by 
ocean's rim,' to Milan and 'the chanting quires.' 

This is the ' Palace of Art,' the heritage of the cultured, oil 
which Tennyson is often a delicate interpreter for us. He has 
^[^reat merit as the poet of certain features of English life ; the 
squire, the parson, the farmer, the miller, the idyllic scenes of 
English country life are tenderly and exquisitely touched in his 
poems. But outside of England, when he travels in Italy, on the 
lake of Como, it is not the blue waters or the olive-clad hills, or 
the marvellous sky and sunshine, or the sunburnt peasant that 
catch his fancy as they do that of Browning'. It is the verse in 
which Virgil has celebrated the district, 'the rich Virgilian rustic 
measure,' the rhythm of the second Georgic, that haunts his ear 
and fills his imagination. In Milan, it is the achievment of the 
middle ages, 'the giant window's blazoned fires' and the 'hundred 
spires' of the great cathedral ; in Genoa it is the old hall which 
recalls the long departed glory of the Dorias and the Spinolas, 
A princely people's awful princes, 
The grave, severe Genovese of old. 
In such cases Tennyson is emphatically the scholar-poet, and 
almost more of the scholar than the poet ; for though none touches 
them more happily and hardly any with so much of the tender- 
ness and appreciation of the scholar, it remains true that Tenny- 
son's imagination is rather delicate and refined than powerful. 
He docs not recreate those worlds of the past for us as Keats can 
in Endymion or Isabella or St. Agnes Eve, He is critical, allusive, 
scholarly, rather than profoundly creative. The idyllic world of 
Theocritus, the Daphnis idyll, the tale of Boccaccio lives again 
in Keats; the classic Pantheism, the conception of the mi^^'hty 
mother takes new life from the hands of Shalley. But Oenonc and 
Tithonus, even the Lntus-eatcrs, for all their sweet, smooth verse 
remain unreal and shadowy, without that deep sense of under- 
lying reality vvhich mspires Keats's picture of the Lamia or 
Shelley's Hymn of Pan. Short as it is, the Ulysses is the most 
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powerful of Tennyson's poems in this style, and this is in a preat 
measure due to the fact that here he has the support of the 
strongly constructive and dramatic genius of Dante. 

The fundamental conception of the poem is the irresistible 
instinct of Ulysses to resume the wrandering life of the adventurer 
and explorer. There is no hint of this in the Odyssey where it 
is with no pleasure that Ulysses hears from Teiresias the divine 
command to make another voyage on the deep. (Od. xxiii, 263-8.) 
But it is an essential part of Dante's conception of Ulysses, the 
very secret of that restless, striving and much daring soul, as 
Dante with a fine anticipation of the great navigators and ex- 
plorers of modem times conceives it. The first words that Dante 
hears Ulysses speak strike this note : " Neither the sweet bond 
of a son, nor pious affection for an aged father, nor the love I 
owed Penelope, which should have made lier days joyful, could 
quell within me the desire I had to see the world and the ways of 
men in their vice and in their virtue." This is Tennyson's theme 
which he paraphrases and expands with a true poet s power till 
he has made the haughtily plain and reserved style of Dante in- 
telligible to the modern ear. 

I cannot rest from travel : T will drink 
Life to the lees : all times 1 have enjoy'd 
Greatly, have sufier'd greatly, both with those 
That loved me, and alone ; on shore, and when 
Thro' scudding drifts the rainy Hyades 
Vext the dim sea : I am become a name ; 
For always roaming with a hungry heart 
Much have I seen and known. 

That is magnificent translation in the larger sense of the word, 
and perhaps the only adequate translation, when a true poet takes 
the pen and translates not merely the sense but the inward force, 
the indefinable power of his original, so that contemporaries can 
feel the pathos and the poetry that lie locked up in unfamiliar 
style and rhythm. 

It is true there seems to be something of a new note, some- 
thing characteristic of the modern self-consciousness in that 
Faust-like yearning to exhaust the joys of life, to 'drink life to 
the lees,' and in that romantic delight peculiar to the northman 
in breaking seas and blustering winds. All that is alien to the 
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classical spirit and unfamiliar even to Dante who was no Venetian 
or Genoese sea-rover but a land-loving Florentine of the thir- 
teenth century. But it is the modern equivalent of that spirit of 
adventure which is the distinctive character of Dante's Ulysses. 

This is the relation of Tennyson to Dante throughout the 
poem. The fundamental ideas arc there in Dante expressed in a 
powerful though somewhat severe and condensed form, an 
austere parsimony of style in which every word takes its force 
from the dramatic intensity of the situation ; while in Tennyson 
the same ideas are repeated in a more expansive and lyrical 
manner, slightly modified here and there by touches of romantic 
seotsmeot whidi though not entirely absrat are severely repress- 
ed in Dante. Thus it is Dante's invention and quite unsanctioned 
by Homer, 'that little band of companions who did not desert me/ 
and of whom he says in his quiet way "And I and my companions 
were old and worn when we came to that narrow strait where 
Hercules set up his piUars for a mark that men may be warned 
not to go beyond them.** Then Ulysses makes his 'little oration* 
. to them, "O brothers, who through a hundred thousand perils 
have reached the western bounds of the world, do not refuse, etc.** 
The plain and simple Words of Dante draw their force in a great 
measure from the dramatic power of the situation ; there is no 
need of elaboration or adornment. In Tennyson all this becomes 
lyrical and is expressed with effusion. The romantic feeling of 
adventure which is latent in Dante, implicit in the situation, be- 
comes explicit in Tennyson. 

There lies the port ; the vessel puffs her sail ; 

There gloom the dark broad seas. My mariners, 

Souls that have toil'd and wrought, and thought with me — 

That ever with a frolic welcome took 

The thunder and the sunshine, and opposed 

Free hearts, free foreheads — ^you and I are old ; 

Old age hath yet his honour and his toil ; 

Death closes all : but something ere the end, 

Some work of noble note, may yet be done, 

Not unbecoming men that strove with Gods. 
This curious resemblance in fundamental ideas, as of thoughts 
restated for the new point of view and enlartred feeling of a later 
age, and yet substantially the same, is very apparent in the appeal 
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which in both poems Ulysses makes to ins companions. In Dante 
Ulysses says with a heroic scorn of ease for the few years of life 
left item, " O brothers, this little bit of waking life yet left us, do 
not refuse to it the opportunity of exploring this new world — 
where men have never passed. Consider the seed of which you 
are ; ye were not made to live like brutes but to follow virtue and 
knowledge.'* That is all ; but the scornful emphasis on the words 
" this little bit of waking life/* questa tanio piuiola vigilia is hardly 
to be rendered in a translation ; and is not less admirable than 
the powerful simph'city and brevity of that 

Fatti non foste a viver come bruti 
^■^■. ^ Ma per sep^uir virtute e conoscenza. 
• Made ye never were to Hve like as the brutes do, etc' 
In Tennyson it is the same restless, eager soul that expresses 
itself ; but there is a modern note of subjective melancholy, of 
contemplative yearning and unrest 

Yet all experience is an arch wherethro' 

Gleams that untravell'd world whose margin fades 

For ever and for ever when I move. 

How dull it is to pause, to make an end 

To rust unburnished, not to shine in use 

As tho" to breathe were life. Life piled on life 

Were all too little, and of one to me 

Little remains. 

In Dante the thirst of Ulysses to have experience of that mysteri- 
ous world 'without people' beyond the straits has something of 
the mediaeval love of the wonderful and the miraculous. Tenny- 
son modernizes this into a more refined and developed conscious- 
ness of the mvstery of man*s life, a brief moment of consciousness 
surrounded by the silence of eternity 

but every hour is saved 
From that eternal silmce, something more 
A bringer of new things ; and vile it were 
For some three suns to store and hoard myself 
And this gray spirit yearning in desire 
To follow knowledp;e, hke a sinking star 
HeyDnd the utmost bound of human thought. 
But at bottom it is the same conception somewhat disguised by 
the more flowing and lyrical manner of the nineteenth century 
and re-edited, so to speak, for the wider sense it has of life Thus 
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at every remove, Horace, Dante, Tennyson, we are taken further 
from the actual Homeric L'iysses by the very process of interpre- 
tation which shows us the implicit ideal it cODtaios. Even Horace 
in his epistle to Loltiiis depicts an ideal which is not quite explicit 
in the Odyssey ; Dante goes still further on the same road, and 
Tennyson completes the process by giving us a Ulysses with the 
re0ncMi and enlarged sense of life characteristic of the 19th cen- 
tury. Dante*s Ulysses is under the spell of an unknown and 
mysterious globe as yet unexplored. He is the contemporary of 
Marco Polo and MandeviUe and is certain to encounter magic 
and monsters on his voyage. In Tennyson this is transmuted into 
modern sentiment, the glamour and mystery of the sea which has 
still some hold on the imaginative mind. 

The long day wanes ; the slow moon climbs; the deep 
Moans round with many voices. 
It is true towards the end of the poem, Tennyson has inserted 
some beautiful lines designed to recall the ina^^ic and mystery 
of the world as it existed for the ancient and mediaeval mind 

for my purpose holds 

To sail beyond the sunset, and the baths 

Of all the western stars, until I die, 

It may be that the gulfs will wash us down: 

It may be we shall touch the Happy Isles, 

And see the great Achilles, whom we knew. 

That is a fine kind of local colour, but were it not for the exquisite 
touch which harmonizes all, we might feel that however beautiful 
in Itself, however appropriate to the Homeric and even the 
Dantean Ulysses, it took something from the significance of the 
rest of a poem which might, almost every word of it, be the 
addressof some famous sea-adventurer of modern times, a Raleigh 
or a Frobisher, to his companions. The poem in short is a very 
beautiful expression of the modern romantic spirit of adventure 
which though at bottom the same in every age to that of Homer 
backwards, yet may be fitly represented, as H is here, as having a 
refinement and self-consciousness peculiar to itself. Even in that 
justification of bis wandering propensities which Ulysses feels 
himself obliged to make to Telemachus, there is something dis- 
tinctively modem, the justification of a character and its actions 
not by any external conception of law but by the inward law of 

I 
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its own development. The lines contain an excellent picture of 
two strongly contrasted types and are more profoundly original 
than anything else in the poem : 

This is my son, mine own Telemachus, 
To whom I leave the sceptre and the isle~ 
Well-loved of me, discerning to fulfil 
This labour, by slow prudence to make mild 
A rugged people, and thro' soft degrees 
Subdue them to the useful and the good. 
Most blameless is he, centred in the sphere 
Of common duties, decent not to fail 
In offices of tenderness, and pay 
Meet adoration to my household gods, 
When I am gone. He worica his work, I mine. 
A most beautiful description of the office of a ruler, an Oswald or 
an Alfred, in an age just emerging into civilized life. The char* 
acterisation of the home-keeping type is delicate and true, the 
phrase plain and powerful like that of Dante and deriving as in 
him a double force from the dramatic setting 

Most blameless is he, centred in the sphere 
Of common duties, decent not to &il 
Tn offices of tenderness. 
We see then what Tennyson's poem is. The framework, the 
fundamental conception, even the leading ideas are substantially 
those of Dante, but Tennyson has breathed the breath of modern 
life into it, has renewed and recreated its spirit so to speak into 
a form adapted to the modern mind and representing more clearly 
the modern consciousness of life. In one sense Tennyson's poem 
is so entirely based upon Dante's that it might altnost be called a 
translation, a noble translation of one great poet by another into 
the language and sentiment of his own age, perhaps the only 
really adequate and successful kind of translation. But after all 
there is something of the universal character of poetic work in 
this. Even the most original of poets is generally, in a more or 
less obvious way transforming or building upon the work of his 
predecessors, but in Tennyson's Ulysses as in Virgil's £cl<^es 
this relation is more than usually conscious and evident. 

But there is a curious and very characteristic difference in the 
manner of the two poets. Dante's style is severe and reserved. 
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It reads like what it is, a scroll of doom where there are no words 
but what are strictly necessary and every one of these of fatal 
importance. It is a style natural to Dante, fluid enough in its 
shaping to catch and reflect every phase of feeling but adamantine 
in its settled and final state like a cut gem ; but it has a special 
appropriateness as the language of the personages of the Inferno 
who speak from a region where the hopes and fears and the com- 
mon sympathies of humanity have almost ceased to exist. 

Dante's Ulysses is not unconscious of the heroism, the 
mingled terror and pleasure of wrandering on the wide ways of 
ocean. He feels what is poetic and romantic in that» too, and in 
the fidelity of his aged companions, but it is all condensed in a 
single emphatically placed word or phrase 
Ma ndsi me per I'alto mare aperto 
Sol con un legno and con quella compagna 
Picciola, dalla qual non fui deserto 
" alone on the great ocean with that small band who never de- 
serted me. " In Tennyson these details blossom out into pictures- 
que description 

There gloom the dark broad seas. My mariners, 

Souls that have toil'd and wrought and thought with me — 

That ever with a frolic welcome took 

The thunder and the sunshine, etc. 
Tennyson's style is lyrical and effusive, Dante*s grave, reserved 
and dramatic* 

There is another merit which one would like to notice in this 
poem of Tennyson's. It is in my 0|Nnion the most perfect and 
sustained specimen of his blank verse which we possess. It is the 
golden mean between the somewhat broken and unorganized 
blank verse of his English idylls and the sweet but often rather 
nerveless movement of his rhythm in the Idylls of the King. In 
the Ufytsses there is not a single lapse. Every rhythm whether 
ornate, as 

Far on the ringing plains of windy Troy 

or plain, as 

I am a part of all that I have met 
is admirable ; every pause, however unusual, is excellently placed, 

as in the line 

but every hour is saved 
From that eternal silence, something more 
A teiiiger of new things. 
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It has all Tennyson's characteristic grace and sweetness with 
more strength and candour than is iisuaL There is constant 
variety ytX everywhere perfect naturalness. In the verse of 
Ulysses he has really succeeded in uniting some of the best 
qualities of Urxa rima, as Dante uses it, its fluidity, its freedom 
and variety of movement, its natural dignity and the emphatic 
power of its accents and pauses. James Cappom. 



FROM KUSKIN. 

ON A PICTURE OF BOTICELLl'S. 

I PROMISED some note of Sandro's* Fortitude, before whom I 
asked you to sit and read the end of my last letter ; and I've lost 
my own notes about her, and forget, now, whether she has a sword, 
or a mace it does not matter. What is chiefly notable in her is — 
that yoii would not, if you had to f^ess who she was, take her for 
Fortitude at all. Everybody else's Fortitudes announce themselves 
clearly and proudly. They has t? tower like shields, and lion-like hel- 
mets — and stand hrm astride on their legs, — and are confidently ready 
for all comers. 

Yes ; — ^that is your common Fmrtitude. Very grand, though com- 
mon. But not the highest, by any means. 

Ready for all comers, and a match for them, — thinks the universal 

Fortitude ; — no thanks to her for standing so steady, then ! 

But Boticelli's Fortitude is no match, it may be, for any that are 
coming. Worn, somewhat ; and not a little weary, instead of stand- 
ing ready for all comers, she is sitting, — apparently in reverie, her 
fingers playing restlessly and idly — nay, i think — even nervously, 
about the hilt of her sword. 

For her battle is not to begin to-day ; nor did it begin yesterday. 
Many a mom and eve have passed since it began— and now — is this 
to be the ending day of it ? And if this — ^by what manner of end ? 

That is what Sandfo*s Fortitude is thinking. And the playing 
fingers about the sword-hilt would fain let it fall, if it might be : and 
yet, how swiftly and gladly will they close on it, when the far-oft 
trumpet blows, which she will hear through ail her reverie 1 — Mont' 
iugs in Florence. 

•Saadro, CuaiUar form of AiMWUKlra, boiioeUi't cbrisiiaa imim. 
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THE BASIS OF ECONOMIC VALUE. . 

obtain a stable and scientific definition of valne has always 



been tried, hut all have been found wanting in some essentials. 
If they cover the whole ground, they appear to be too vague and 
unscientific ; if they are definite and scientific the range of appli- 
cation is too limited. The earlier definitions of valne looked to 
an objective or external standard, rather than to a subjective one. 
Thus Adam Smitli, recognising the distinction between value in 
use and value in exchange, says that exchange value is measured 
by the trouble of exertion which is required to obtain anything 
exchangeable, hence he considers labour as the standard of valne ; 
a standard still maintained by the socialists. Smith did not apply 
this standard very rigidly or define it too closely. Kicardo, coming 
after him and being of a more scientitic turn, did apply the 
standard rigidly, making economic value depend entirely on 
labour, while the value of laibour itself was made to depend on 
the cost of bringing efficient labourers up to the working age and 
maintaining their physical power. Thus was determined the 
famous " iron law of wages." Following the same rigid method, 
and accepting the Malthusian law of population, many other laws 
of a very pessimistic character were wrongfat out and claimed to 
be as immutable as the laws of physics ; hence the epithet 'dismal * 
science' applied by Carlyle. Public experience afterwards proved 
most of these laws to be quite mutable and in consequence Poli- 
tical Economy fell into considerable disrepute with the masses. 
A revision of the definition ci value became necessar} . J . S. Mill, 
if not the most original yet the most representative economist of 
the new period, following out a line suggested by De Quincey, 
changed the standard of value from the hard and fast basis of 
cost of labour to the flexible basis of relative power in exchange 
or the mutual influence of all the goods in a free market. Value 
in use and value in exchange, while quite distingtiishable, were 
no longer so exclusive, for a wider meaning was given to use. 
Use value is the basis of all exchange value, but, assuming this, 
the really determining factor in exchange value is difficulty of 
attainment. This comes back to Smith's original ground, but it 
is with new light, for labour can no longer represent this difficulty. 
Individual advantage or disadvantage with regard to personal 
qualities, conditions of nature, artiticial arrangements, or acci- 
dental circumstances all tend to decrease or increase the difficulty 
of attainment. The inadequate appreciation of these elements 
discredited the Ricardian theory of value and all the deductions 
firom it. The same defect must render impossible all the modem 
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socialistic deductions from their theory of valae on the basis of 
labour. Still the new theory of value as stated by Mill, was re- 
ferred to an essentially objective standard — ^relative power in 
exchange. One of the consequences of the application of this new 
standard in a too rigidly scientific manner was the exclusion of 
the ethical element and the consequent denial that Political 
Economy is in any sense a moral science. But this strict separa> 
tion could not be maintained, and was not regarded by those who 
insisted on it most strongly, as Mill and Cairnes. At present 
many economists are going to the opposite extreme and forgetting 
or denying that there is any distinction between economics and 
ethics. This has produced a great change in the standard and 
definition of value. The great point with the ethical school is 
not difficulty of attainment but desire and purpose. In fact the 
standard is no longer objective but subjective. The transition is 
at present in progress and is most advanced in Germany, and 
consequently in the United States. It is undoubtedly due in part 
to socialistic influence, socialists being particular!} devoted to the 
consideration of what ought to be in the economic life, to the 
neglect of adequate inquiry as to what is or can be. But the 
ethical school of economists as distinguished from the socialists 
would fain be scientific ; hence in trying to follow the ethical or 
purposive clement in the determination of values, we have an 
elaborate balancing of pleasure and pains present and future, 
certain and uncertain, high and low, in fact a re-construction of 
the hedonistic calculus which involves the presoitation of quali- 
tative distinctions in a qualitative form. Now it is quite true that 
the pleasure which one derives from a fine picture or a well 
written book, and which is purely qualitative, may largely deter- 
mine the price which one will pay for such things, but it gives no 
ground for determining with any accuracy worth mentioning, the 
amount of pleasure or satisfaction one gets for a given amount of 
money, or how much money one will spend to get a certain kind 
of pleasure. Yet so eminent an economist as Professor Marshall 
of Cambridge, claims that demand schedules may be made out 
for individuals and groups on this basis. In so doing he asserts 
to begin with that each several want is limited, which is true only 
of tlie simpler animal wants for a j^'iven time, but is wholly untrue 
of the distinctively human wants. Hence he is mistaken in saying 
quite generally that every increase in the quantity of a thing 
which a man gets produces a diininishing pleasure. His law of 
diminishing utility or pleasure, which is so very important in his 
theory of value, is, therefore, true only of the barest necessaries 
of life and is no general economic principle. The fact is, that 
while no man purchases anything without some pur|>ose in view, 
the purpose has no definite relation to the price he pays for it, 
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neither has the pleasure which he derives from it aiw definite re- 
lation to the price. Purpose and pleasure or satisfaction, whUe 
indispensable to economic value, can be no standard for it. The 
standard is still relative diflRculty of attainment, and must be 
sought not through physiological psychology or the hedonistic 
calculus, but through the actual experiments of tlie world's com- 
mercial life. Alter the world's fashions* pursuits, or ideals and 
you have altered many economic values, but still the standard is 



THE BELL COLLECTION OF PAMPHLETS AND 

REPORTS. 

"^HROUGH the generosity of Mr. J. Jones Bell, of Toronto, 



A and Dr. Robert Bell, of Petcrboro, the university library 
has recently come into possession of the very valuable collection 
of pamphlets, early government reports and other works relating 
to Canada, formerly in the library of their father, the late Robert 
Bell, of Carleton Place. Mr. Robert Bell was a son of the Rev. 
Wm. Bell who came to Canada in I817, ordained by the presby- 
tery of Edinburgh as minister to the presbyterians of the new 
Perth settlement, and who afterwards wrote a very interesting 
and valuable book on the country, entitled Hints to Emi^ants in 
a Series of Letters from Upper Canada ; the book was published in 
Edinburgh in 1824 and is now quite rare. The Rev. Wm. Bell 
was himself a collector of pamplets, mainly on rchgious subjects, 
and several of the rarest specimens in the collection of his son 
were from his library. His book shows that he was a gentleman 
of literary taste with a turn for careful and accurate observation, 
qualities which are the special characteristics of his descendants. 
His son, Robert Bell, was early interested in books and became 
an ardent collector. He seems to have carefully preserved every 
Canadian pamphlet which came into his possession during a long 
life. He was a member of parliament for about nineteen years, 
during the forties and fifties, when such interesting questions as 
the settlement of the claims arising from the rebellion losses, the 
abolition of seigniorial tenure in Lower Canada, the seculariza- 
tion of the Clergy Reserves and several interesting educational 
problems were occupying the attention of parliament and the 
country. He was thus in a position to obtain a great number ^ 
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official and semi-official publications with regard to these mat* 

ters, all of which were carefully preserved and now form part of 
the ccjllLCtion which will henceforth bear his name. 

Fortunately, too, his interests in records extended even to 
newspapers ; his subscription list was unusually large, and every 
number was neatly and carefully filed. His collection incladed 
the Daily Globe from 1851 to the present time, the Montreal 
Witness from about the same date, and local papers from Brock- 
ville, Carleton Place, Lanark, Perth, Almonte and Ottawa. 
Tiie hies of the Globe and Witness form part of the collection 
which come to the university, and will become increasingly 
valuable as time passes, for they cover the most interesting period 
in our national development. Other elements of note in the col- 
lection are complete sets of the (\inadHin Journal and Journal 
0/ the Board of Arts and Science , also the Educational Journal from 
its first issue. But the collection of pamphlets is undoubtedly 
the most interesting of all, especially from the historical and 
bibliographical points of view. As nearly as I have been able to 
determine, there are about thirty-five painphcts printed in Upper 
Canada before 1S40 which are not at present known to exist in 
any other ^Dllectton ; though doubtless thete exist other speci- 
mens of some of them which may yet be made known. In a 
future number of the QrAKTF.RLV I expect to give a more detail- 
ed account of the rarer pamphlets with their titles. Among 
them, several were printed at Ancaster and Lanark before 1830, 
and others at Perth, Brockville and Carleton Place during the 
thirties. Taken in connection with the Snodgrass and Morris 
collections previously in the library, it is quite certain that 
Queen's has now the lar^'est collection of early Ontario pamph- 
lets anywhere to be found. A. Shortt. 



'"P^HE Conference sitting in Ottawa is perhaps the most significant 

^ symbol that we have yet had of the width and strength of British 

sentiment. The first Conference was held in London, in 1887. When 
Lord Salisbury expressed the hope that it would be the first of a long 
laMnutiout "° dreamed that the second would be held in Otta- 
coofennM. wa. But when the Imperial Government declined to call a 

second, the Colonies took the matter into their own hands and the 
Motht^r Country accepted a place at the childrens' tahh*. Great Bri- 
tam, the Australias, New Zealand, South Africa, all send their accre- 
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dited representatives to meet, in what was a North American back- 
woods village hfty years ago, to consider affairs of common interest 
and Imperial importance. 

Yesterday, the prediction of such a gathering would have been r«« 
garded as the utterance of a lunatic. But how often is the imagina- 
tioa of yesterday the fact of to-day ! 

Now that the Conference has convened from the ends of the earth, 
what will it do ' Nothing spectarnlar, we may be quite sure. It has 
not met to draw up a Constitution or to make an Empire, hut l)ecause 
the British Constitution is accepted and the Empire made, and it is 
feh that a sure basis thus exists for common action. The action may 
apparently amount to little, but one step at a time is a good rule. 
That Australians, New Zealanders, Airikanders, Englishmen and 
Canadians are now here in Session, and that Ottawa is thereby at 
present in a sense the centre of the British Empire is in itself a 
fact of sufticient importance, to all who can see beyond their own noses, 
to entitle it to be called epoch-making. Quod bonum, fdix, fdus- 
tumque sit I G. 

X TOTHING could be more amusing and occasionally instructive 



1 N than many of the impressions which were made during the 
progress of the Coxey movement in the United States. Many pro 
fessed to see in it the beginning of a revolution compared with which 
^ the French ntTair nf a hundred years ago was a mere flash in 
Corny the pan. Some divines saw in it the hand of God visibly 
^"""^ stretched forth to deliver the poor from the tyranny of the 
rich. Able editors saw in it the possibility of getting cheap and in- 
teresting news by which they might turn an honest penny, and 
accordingly treated it with the awe and gravity necessary to that end. 
Many of that highly benevolent class of persons known as *the friends 
of silver' saw in it a chance to do something for their hardly treated 
client ; for was not Coxey in favour of 'cheap money and lots of it ? ' 
Many of the more unstable workmen, out of employment at the time, 
joined in the march for lack of other work for their idle hands to do, 
or with a Micawber-like hope that it might be the means of some- 
thing turning up. The tramps fell into line on general principles. 
There were also no doubt many in the ranks who had an honest be- 
lief in the providential function of government, for which of course 
they can hardly be blamed, for have not the protectionists in the 
United States been preaching this doctrine to the working classes for 
the last thirty years ? But when the advance party, under the 
leadership of the mighty Coxey in person, reached tlic Capital the 
general himself was soon in the hands of the common policeman and 
subjected to a v«ry unromantic process of law for not respecting one 
of those paltry notices to 'keep off the grass' ; as though a man with 
his head in the clouds could he expected to pick his steps. Moreover 
the very elements became unpropitious, and when tiie rain descended 
and the oald winds blew upon the defenceless Coxeyites for days and 
nights in succession, those of them who had homes bethought them- 




Digitized by Coogle 



76 



QUEEN'S QUARTERLY, 



selves of the poor fun they were having, and repented and turned 
back ; while those who had no homes soon recognised that thqr would 
&re better while hunting singly or in couples for the customary shel- 
ter and provender of the tramps, as was their wont. Thus the hosts 
of Coxey melted away like the untimely snow, for they had no real 
grievance to redress, and no coherent principles, even if mistaken ones, 
to support. Nevertheless such movements may be dangerous, for if 
the low, ignorant, and inflammable elements of the population are 
allowed to assemble and march through the country after the fashion 
of the Coxeyites, they may become tne tools of an abler demagogue 
than Coxey, and work much damage to law, order and propertjT 
and cause much bloodshed before being suppressed. A. S. 

THAT interesting series of letters OO Canada, which appeared in 
the London Times during February and March, while reproduc- 
ing many of the British stock notions with regard to our colony, is yet 
in many other respects quite above the average of such letters in m- 
Th« Times ^^rmation and appreciation of Canadian conditions. The 
Letters un writer evidently undertook his work with a purpose. His pur- 
Canada. pose was vcry friendly towards Canada ; so friendly, in fact, 
that in reading the letters one is unpleasantly conscious of a prede- 
termination on the writer's part to make out a good case for us at all 
hazards. There are two quite distinf^iiishable elements in the letters. 
There is what the writer knew and was quite prepared to write about 
the country, before he came ; there is on the other iiand a good deal 
that he saw and learned during his stay here. The latter is the new 
and most valuable element ; the former is prettj' much the stock 
notions of a certain large, respectable and influential class of English- 
men who are regular readers of the Times. The character of this 
permanent substratum of idea with regard to Canada makes it quite 
evident that the country and its capacities are but slightly understood 
in Britain. This no doubt has something to do with the comparative 
lack of commercial interest in Canada which has hitherto character- 
ized the British capitalist. The writer of the letters refers to this and 
seems to see in it nothing unnatural. After pointing out that the 
Canadian trade with Britain is not more than three per cent of the 
British foreign and Colonial trade, he says that Britain's interest in 
Canada is mainly a military one, and a good deal of his friendly eflTorts 
in our behalf is directed to showing how highly important we are to 
the mother country from this point of view. Much after the fashion 
of our own Mr. Parkin, he outlines for us the glorious destiny of be- 
coming a sort of military store or base of transit and supplies, in men 
and materials, which will enable Britain to enter upon that great 
future struggle with the United States in order to protect her com- 
merce, or, more specifically, to prevent the United States war vessels 
from capturing and destroying their own grain and cotton on its way 
to British markets, or the goods which are being imported by their 
own merchants in return for grain and cotton already sold. What 
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can be the meaning of the remarkable situation of our chief coal 
deposits on the Atlantic and Pacific coasts if not that an all- wise 

{wovideiice,— Slaving a mind no doubt to see a first-class fight in the 
ulness of time, — did long years ago so dispose these coal fields as to 
insure some such result ? While not msensible to the rational force 
cSwath circumstantial evidence, especially as worked out in detail by 
Mr. Parkin, one cannot help hoping that after all these gentlemen 
may be mistaken with regard to the divine purposes in this matter, 
and consequently with regard to the destiny of Canada. With regard 
to another point, intelligent Canadians must be getting tired of find- 
ing that so much of their country's claim to distinction rests upon the 
extent of its surface, that it is thirty twe per cent of the British Empire 
and so on, when they are conscious that it would be much better for 
thcan if three>fourths of that territory were a hundred fathoms under 
the sea. The remaining fourth would contain sufficient area and 
variety in soil, climate, mineral store, or other natural wealth to sup- 
port an indefinitely large number of people and enable them either to 
fight the Yankees or attain to a high degree of civilization. But the 
Twus correspondent discovered during his stay that our country had 
more than size and coal and the C. P. R. to recommend it, and finally 
tells the British pubhc that the Canadians are beginning to have ideas 
of their own, and that the day when 'anything will do for the colonies* 
is nearly over. He is even under the impression that we are inclined 
to cull our immigrants. But let no immigrant be alarmed, for this 
inclination, if it exists in any hard heart, has not yet reached the 
tender aflfection of the government. In speaking of the C. P. R., he 
reverts to the old notion that being important to the military idea it 
must control our destiny. No doubt we have to acknowledge, in all 
honesty, that the C. P. R. has obtained in one way or another a verv 
powernil hold on our country ; but it is not a fact of which many well 
informed Canadians care to boast ; at the same time it is not true 
that the C. P. K. has such an overwheimmg j:;rasp upon us that our 
whole future is l>ound up with it, as the writer of the Times asserts. 
There are several matters in which his Jack of acquaintance with 
local conditions involves him in very curious statements. Thus he 
innocently quotes Mr. (now Sir Wm.) Van Home as a chief authority 
in asserting the upright, virtuous character of the public dealings of 
the C. P. R. Again, when he wishes to give a special instance of the 
very liberal and far-sighted enterprise of the Canadian people he is 
so unfortunate as to hit upon the Chignecto Ship Railway. This he 
declares appears to him as in many respects a remarkable enterprise, 
as indeed it must to all those who know anything of its history. He 
speaks of it and its prospects at considerable length, and in quite a 
solemn strain, as though it might yet have some connection with the 
remarkable position ot our coal mines on the C. P. R. He evidently 
believes that this railway was seriously intended to carry ships and 
is quite unconscious of its function in carrying elections. At the same 
time he is not without some knowledge of the situation in the mari- 
time provinces, for he says that probably in no other part of the world 
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has so much effort been directed towards extracting prosperity from 
the poHtical machine. Yet» notwithstanding the unconscious irony 
and subtle humotir of the letters, their imported information and the 

evident desire of the writer to foster the reproduction on this side of 
the Atlantic of the European military curse, the letters contain many 
shrewd observations and offer sonic sound counsel to both Britons 
and Canadians. A. S. 



THE progress of tariff revision in Canada and the United States 
affords a striking object lesson with regard to the natural diffi* 

culties of tliat process. In the United States where the protection is 

greater, and where the infants undergoing the protective process are 
Tariff ^"^^ vigor of maohood, the task is naturally more difH- 

itevtoioB In cult than in Canada where the protection is lighter and the 
*^*'***^ interests involved are not so overwhelmingly strong. In the 
United Slates, too, the Wilson I^ill proposed a much more radical 
measure of reform than the very modest reductions, even as Brst re- 
ported, which are being made at* Ottawa. The Wilson Bill, however, 
IS practically a thing of the past, and something else to take its place 
is in process of formation somewhere in the realms of Chaos and 
Night. The Ottawa measure, after being in commission for about 
a year and a half, has evidently turned out to be of a very mild 
and cheese-paring character. Th^e is a good deal <tf re-arrang* 
inp of words and terms but a very limited reduction in protection. 
However, if a similar reduction were to be made each year for the 
next ten or fifteen years t)ie Ottawa plan would be much the better, 
as it would ffive no shock to industry and would enable a large amouut 
of unprofitably employed capital to find more useful investments. It 
would also enable those native and natural industries which are per- 
fectly abte to support themselves to learn the freedom and indepen- 
dence of beinj; ' off tlic parish.' We fear however that Messrs. Foster 
and Bowell are not likely to continue the fjood work, and are no doubt 
congratulating themselves on having got rid of tariff revision for 
another ten years. Indeed one cannot but sympathise with them, for 
the normal condition of a tariff reform is one of stead\' growth and 
development. To have checked this tendency antl even reversed it a 
little is no slight accconiplislunent. The wards of the government 
must indeed have been alarmed by the possibility of suffering worse 
things at the hands of their victims to have made what concessions 
we find. Hcrt: we have the difficulty of obtaining tariff revision at 
tke hands of protectionistb ; in the United States we find the ditficul- 
ties of obtaining it at the hands of professed tariff-reformers. The 
Democratic party is pledged, as a party, to lower the tariflf, and there 
ift^httlc difficulty with the House of Representatives whose memliers 
were elected on this basis. But members ol the Senate arc not always 
elected on questions of national concern. To understand the com- 
position of the United States Senate one has to studv the special 
conditions ol party and machine politics in each of the individual 
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States. Democratic senators are therefore not always sure to support 
the party's national policy. Moreover, the senators are found to be 
socially and commercially more nearly in sympathy with the limited 

class enjoying the fruits of protection than with the mass of people 
who furnish the fruits. The Senate thus becomes the special field of 
operations for those who are opposed to tariff reform. Those urging 
tariff reform have little to offer ; they ask merely to be permitted to 
retain their own earnings. Those maintaining protection have many 
things to ofler if successful, for what they ask is not their own but the 
right to levy taxes on others. It is not always safe, nor, in the esti- 
mation of those who value social distinction, always good form to 
offer hard vulgar cash as a convincing argument in favour of protec- 
tion. But there are a hundred shapes and disguises which wealth 
may take in passing from one person to another. Politicians have 
&milies and friends, social aspirations and hobbies, whose interests 
can he advantageously placed in a fairly rational argument ending 
in what is called "a compromise in the general interest. " There is 
nothing strange of course in all this ; the only marvel is the calm 
indifference of the unprotected majorit)', vaguely conscious now and 
again that someone's ox is being gored, but each one trusting that it is 
not his and not knowing well how to find out whose it may be. A. S. 

THE progress of discovery in electricity has been so rapid during 
the past fifteen years that it is possible only for the specialist to 
keep pace with it. It is within this period that electriclighting, elec- 
tric railways, and the telephone have come into common use. The 
^ great discovery of Herz, that electricity is of the same nature 
EhKtricai as light and heat dates only a few years back; as also does 
Sdaaee. Tesla's discovery of the wonderful properties of currents of 
electricity alternating with great rapidity. In Tesla's discovery there 
is a suggestion of a universe infinite and eternal with regard to its 
energy. Rapidly alternating currents of enormous tension can be 
discharged through the human body without injury, when currents of 
of the ordinary sent flowmg continuously would cause not merely in- 
stant death but extensive destruction of the tissues. We might live 
in a world of enormous electric energies without suffering any harm, 
provided the currents were always ot the kind experimented with by 
Tesla. The destructive power of ordinary high tmsion currents is 
fortunately not very commonly experienced, so carefully are such 
currents insulated and guarded by the electrical engineers of to-day. 
In the museum of the Columbia School of Mines they show a dynamo 
of an older pattern which (according to tlu laboratory boy) was so 
fatal to meddlesome students that it was found necessary to replace 
it with one of a more modern pattern, so constructed that there was 
no danger of discharging the current through the body by touching 
the dynamo with the hand. 

Perhaps the most interesting recent application of electricity is to 
the production of high temperatures in the electrical furnace. 
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Moissan's electrical furnace, recently exhibited at a soiree of the 
Royal Society, Lontlon, is thus described in Nature (May loth) : "The 
furnace consists of a parallelopiped of limestoiic having a cavity of t 
similar shape cut in it. This cavity holds a small cruciMi-, composed ^ 
of a mixture of carbon and magnesia. The electrodes arc made of 
hard carbon and pass through holes cut on either side of the furnace, 
meeting within the cavity. '*In this little furnace, by means of a cur- 
rent of electricity (600 amperes and 60 volts) a temperature of about 
6300*^ Fahrenheit has been obtained, a temperature at which lime not 
only fuses but actually boils and passes off as vapour. M . Moissan has ' 
also succeeded in vaporising charcoal and causing it to combine with 
silicon so as to produce crystals resembling diamonds in hardness and ^ 
lustre. Iron, at the temperature of the electrical furnace, dissolves 
large quantities of carbon, and when it is suddenly cooled by plung- 
ing it into molten lead, part of the car!)on crystallises as small dia- i 
monds. It is quite probable that, in the near future, this process may | 
be so perfected as to render easy the conversi<Hi of charcoal into large 
diamonds. The diamond would in this event become valuable not so 
much as an ornament but as material for the manufacture of boring, 
cutting, and grinding implements. 

The electrical furnace promises to become usenil in the reduction 
of metals from their ores. It has lately been applied to the produc- 
tion of aluminum directly from its oxide, and attempts have been 
made to use electrical energy as a source of heat for the reduction of 
iron. Since the beginning of this century, when Sir Humphry Davy 
made the first important discovery in electro-chemistry, and, working 
at moderate temperatures, prepared the beautiful and interesting 
metals of potash aud soda» no advance along this line has excited such » 
keen interest as these high temperature experiments of M. Moissan. 

W. L. G. 
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REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL TO THE HOARD OF TRUSTEES, 
For ytar tndmg April z^tk^ ib94. 

NUMBBR OF STUDENTS. 

I HAVE much pleasure id leporting that the quiet and steady in- 
crease in our numbers, which has marked our history for more 
than twenty years, continues. The mini her of iinderffraduates in 
medicine shows a decrease, the reason of this being the iact that the 
Trustees o( the Women's Medical College came to the conclusicm 
last Autumn that it would be unwise to continue it in operation any 
loncfr, as women can now pursue their studies either in Montreal or 
Toronto, and as the total number is still inad(j(|uate to mauiiain even 
oneteaching faculty in a state of efficiency. To give an opportunity to 
the women o( Canada to obtain a medical education without expa- 
triating themselves was their object from the hrst. Having accom- 
plished this, and having had the pleasure of seeing Toronto and Mon- 
treal CdIIow their example, they felt that it would be undignified to con- 
tinue an unnecessary and wasteful competition. They resolved, there- 
fore, to close the College and advise their students to betake themselves 
to Toronto or Montreal. Having gained the substance, they felt no 
desire to spend tinn- and money in chasing the shadow. In con- 
sequence of this action, the undergraduates in Medicine now reported 
belong entirely to our own Medical Faculty. Notwithstanding this 
loss oi one class, our total number of students this Session is 456 as 
against 444 the previous Session ; viz., 



Undergraduates in .\rts 338 

Extra Murals m Arts 

General Students in ArU 31 

Post-Graduates in Arts...... 15 

Undergraduaies in Law 4 

Undargradiimtes in Medicine 107 

UndflfiraiduaiM in Tbeoiogy 27 

475 

Or allowing for double registrations 456 



DEGREES CONKERED. 

At (Convention, degrees in course were conferred as follows: — 

In Medicine 18. 

In Theology (5 Testamurs and 2 B. D*s) 7. 

In Law 3. 

In Arts 44» of whom 27 Bachelors and 17 Masters of Arts. 

The graduating dass in Arts is by far the largest that Queen's has 
ever had. The reasons are that the class of 1894 was large and also 
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that many who belonged to 1893 ^ ^^'^ years course in order to 
try for first-class Honours and the Def^ee of A.M. This was antici- 
pated in my last year's report. 

In addition to the degrees in cinirsc, five degrees were conferred, 
honoris causa. The Senate thought the following personages worthy 
of this distinction and accordingly conferred on them the Degree of 
LL.D. ; — His Ex( ( Henry the Earl of Aberdeen, Governor-General of 
Canada ; His Honour John Christian Schultz, Governor of Manitoba ; 
J. Loudon. A.M., President of the University of Toronto ; The Honour- 
able H. G. Joly De Lotbiniere, Ex-Premier of the Province of Quebec ; 
Charles MHcdonald, C.E., New York, the eminent bridge-builder, and 
like Dr. Schultz, an old alumnus of Queen's. 

SCHOLARSHIPS. 

Perhaps no university in Canada, certainly not one of the leading 
universitiM, is so poorly supplied with scholarships as Queen*s. We 
have some for matriculation, but scarcely one open to competition 
during' '^ny part of the undergradnrfte course. We had six known as 
"Foundation, but they were taken out of revenue and the Finance 
Committee have been ooliged to discontinue them. What makes this 
regrettable is that few students of Queens are the sons of the rich. 
The fact that scholarships cannot be obtained during their under- 
graduate course prevents a number of promising young men from 
coming to Queen's, even when they are strongly drawn here by other 
considerations. His Excellency, Lord Aberdeen, has given us, in 
addition to the usual Governor-General's matriculation scholarship, 
another tenable for four years. I trust that others may follow his ex- 
ample, and I even take the liberty of pressing our laclc on those who 
are older, but not truer, friends than His £xcell«icy. If they com- 
municate with me I shall be most happy to go more fully into detail 
with regard to the subjects of study that nia^ most appropriately be 
selected, the amounts needed for establishing different kinds of schohir- 
ships, and other particulars. Last year, Her Majesty's Commissioners 
for the Exhibition of 1851 accepted our nomination of N. R. Carmi- 
chael, A.M., for their scholarship of £iyi sterling. He is now pur- 
suing his stndies in Johns Hopkms University, in Electrical Engineer- 
ing, and the Senate has recommended him to the Commissioners for 
another year. We are fairly well provided with scholarships in the 
Faculty of Theology, but would be thankful if a few more congrega- 
tions followed the example of St. Andrew's, Toronto, and St. Paul's, 
Hamilton, and linked their names with this Faculty in a way SO appro- 
priate and helpful to students of Theology. 

SCHOOL OF MINES AND AGRICULTURE. 

Since my last report, this School has becoine a reality, and work 
has commenced in the Mining department. The Governors hope 
before another year to open depaitments in Dairying. Veterinary and 
Navigation. 1 't sides the annual grant from the Provincial Legislature, 

the Kingston City T'ouncil has votcfi the old Collegiate Institute pro- 
perty, valued at $20,000, for the use oi the School ; and the Governors 
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DOW intend to apply for grants in aid to the neighboring County 
Councils, and they have a[)plitci to the Dominion Government for 
assistance to the department of Navigation. Unless these :ippIic:itions 
are favorably entertained the School can hardly be permanent, but its 
success already has been so decided and its prospects of public use- 
fulness are so great, that the muilicipalities are not likely to refuse a 
reasonable measure of assistance, while the department of Marine and 
Fisheries has long had the sanction of Parliament to assist in defray* 
ing the expenses of teaching Navigation. 

The Governors of the School elected Dr. Goodwin as Professor of 
Chemistry, with the view of not being forced to compete with the 
University for students of Chemistry. It is important to them to get 
the largest possible revenue from fiees. Thqr elected, as their Protes> 
sor of Mineralogy and Metalhirgy, Mr. W. Nicol, M.A., who did good 
service as a lecturer under Dr. Goodwin, and whose term of service 
with us had expired. Having ajppointed a lecturer in Geology and 
Petrography, the Senate decided, m anticipation of action to be taken 
by this Board, that Professor Fowler should devote himself entir^ 
to the subject of Botany. Students who desire to attend classes in 
Chemistry, Mineralogy or Geology, can henceforth take those subjects 
in the lining School. As I have frequently pointed out before, the 
subjects mentioned can be equipped by the Mining School better than 
by the University, and at the same time its Governors secure by their 
action a large body of students. The University, on the other hand, 
though it loses fees, is relieved of two subjects or departments, one of 
which it undertook recently, and solely tn viiw of the prospect of a 
Mining School being estabUshed. 

PROPOSFD FACULTY OF PRACTICAL SCIENCE. 

The establishment of this independent School of Mining,' In King- 
ston has led the Senate to believe that the time lias come when 
Queen's should organise a Faculty to give a theoretical, and, as far 
as possible, a practical education also, in the various branches of Ap- 
plied Science. Some of our Students, as well as benefactors, at diflf- 
erent times in various parts of the country, have pressed this on my 
attention, but the Senate felt that the resources of the University 
were inadequate and that premature extension would be unwise. 
The increase in the number of our students, the larger demand for 
professional instruction, and the recent bequests of Mr. Roberts and 
Mr. Doran, as well as the fact that the staff of the new School is willing 
to assist, all point in the direction of a movement alon^,' those lines 
that are so popular and so important in our age and in every new 
countr> . I submit the syllabus that the Senate has prepared, and 
call attention to the £ict that Prof. Dupuis explained it yesterday to 
the University Council, and after he went over the proposed courpes 
of instruction in detail, in order to show what we are already doing, 
and to point out what additional expenditure would probably be re- 
quired, the Council passed a resolution* unanimously adopting the 
the scheme and pressing the necessity for immediate action on your 
considerationt 
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The object of this new Faculty being professional instruction 
rather than culture, it is proposed that the matriculation, as in Mc- 

Gill and Toronto, shall be confined poactically to Mathematics, and 
that a four years course shall lead to the Degree of Bachelor of 
Science, special mention being made in the diploma of the particular 
practical department to which the candidate Hm directed his attention. 

Should the Board adopt the recommendation of the Senate and 
the University Council, a Dean niust be appointed as head of the new 
Faculty. It would be well to request Prof. Dupuis, who is an e.\pert 
on Mechanism and Engineering, to visit, between the months of May 
and October, the best Schools of Teclinolo;:,'y and Practical Scirnce 
in Cireat Britain and the I'nited States, and report to the Finance 
Committee what additions should be made to the stati and laborator- 
ies of the College ; the Committee to have power to Act, up to a cer- 
tain amouttt, or within certain limits. . 

MEDICAL FACULTY. 

Last year 1 had to report the threat loss sustained by the Univer- 
sity in the death of one of the ablest junior members of this revived 
Faculty, Dr. William H. Henderson. I am now called on to report 
the death of one of the ablest ot its senior members, Dr. Thomas R. 
Dupuis, a man beloved by his students for warmth of heart and gen- 
iality of disposition, as well as admired for remarkable powers of ex- 
position. Both vacancies have been filled temporarily. The Nomi- 
nating Board will probably meet soon to consider the matter and to 
determine what further changes, if any, have been rendered desirable 
in the Faculty. 

After experience of the working of this Faculty as an organic pa^t 
of the University, I congratulate the Board on the success of the step 
that was taken two years ago. There is manifest improvement all 
round ; in the equipment for teaching, in the tone of the students, in 
the greater interest manifested in mMical education by the graduates, 
and in the closer relationship of the Professors to the University. 

During the past year, the General Hospital has been greatly im- 
proved by the addition o( a new building, specialUy for maternity 
cases. I hope next year to be able to chronicle the erection of a 
modern operating theatre, to take the place of the small room into 
which the students have now to crowd whenever there are operations. 
We are doubly interested in the improvtements that are being steadily 
made on the Hospital. They bear on the relief of suffering humanity 
and the l^niversity is directly concerned. We cannot have a first- 
class Medical Faculty without a first-class Hospital beside it, to 
which the students have free access. 

I reported last year.the receipt of $500, chiefly from the Chancellor, 
Professors and medical graduates, to pay for new apparatus needed 
in the laboratories of Professors Knij^lit and Anglin. The Medical 
Faculty has recently appropriated the sum of $200, specially for 
bacteriological purposes; and Prof. Knight has received additional 
subscriptions for ayparatus, to the amount of $iSo, chiefly from medi* 
cal graduates and Profiessors. 
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I would respectfully call attention to Prof. Knight's report here- 
with appended. Now, that some of the medical graduates are help- 
ing to equip the Faculty, others, I feci sure, will fall into line. They 
are no longer asked to aid a private school, but a department of the 
Uaiversity, and to do so on that side which appeals to their sympath- 
ies and their professional instincts. Their aid will be most welcome, 
along any of the lines in which it is pointed out that we are still 
deficient. 

FACULTY OP THBOLOGY. 

This Faculty also needs strengtening. There is, indeed, an im- 
pression in the minds of some of our friends that it has been neglect- 
ed, and that it has been starved, in order that the Faculty of Arts 
might be developed. There is no foundation for this impression. 
We could not have a Faculty of Theology at all unless we had a 
strontj Faculty of Arts. The founders of the University drew no hard 
and fast line between th« two Faculties. Tliey knew that a thorough 
education in Arts was more important to Ministers of the Gospel than 
even professional education. At the same time, there is no intention 
of starving tho professional Faculty. The General Secretary was in- 
structed a year ago to collect specially for it and lie has had a meas- 
ure of success One benefactor, Mr. Hugh VVaddell, South 
Monaghan, has promised $5,000 on condition that $20,000 more be 
raised. A Minister of the (Miurch has promised $100 a year for five 
years, and a number of smaller amounts have been subscribed. An 
additional piofessor could be appointed if the sum named by Mr. 
Waddell were raised and if the General Assembly's College Fund 
were increased by an average of $1,000 a year, so that it would 
amount to the $4,000, considered necessary ten years ago, to pay our 
present staff. It is true that the Jubilee Fund was raised since, but 
the part of it that was eontributed for Theology went to endow Pro- 
fessor Ross's Chair, which had been started on the faith of subscript- 
ions given for only five years. What is needed now is that the 
firiends of theological education should co-operate with the General- 
Secretary, Dr. Smith, with that heartiness and esprit de corps that has 
always distinguished them. I ou<^ht to mention, also, that he is 
physically weak, and therefore that volunteer assistance in his work 
win be great!) appreciated by him. He never spared himself when 
his health was good and that will now be remembered by some elect 
souls. His hope is that there are four men or women in Canada who 
will make up the $20,000 needed. I indulge the same hope and ven- 
ture to ask, who shall be the first volunteer? Members ofthe Church 
have only to compare our theological staff, so far as numbers are con- 
cerned, with thatof Halifax, Montreal or Knox, and to remember 
that the same woik has to be done, in order to understand our need for 
an additional Professor. 

UNIVBRSITY BXTBNSION. 

I reported at length on this work last year and have to state that 
it has been prosecuted since along all the lines then mentioned; first* 
with extra*mural students, guided by PioiSessors or correqKmdeacc 
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tutors ; secondly, by means of courses of lectures given, at the request 
of a large number of the most intelUgent Kinc^fton Mechanics, by 
Prof. Knight and other members of the staff ; thirdly, by continuing 

the courses lield in Ottawa, for two years previously, by Professors 
Shortt and Cappon ; and fourthly, by the Theological Alumni Con- 
ference, held for ten days in the month of February, at the Univdirsity. 

A few words may be added with regard to the two last mentioned 
lines. Professor Cappon's class was the largest he ever had in 
Ottawa, a striking contrast to the down grade law which has gener- 
ally ruled the University Extension movement ^sewhere. It num- 
bered over one hundred, and the members attended with great regul- 
arity. Few tried to pass the written examination at the close, be- 
cause the aim of the great majority of the class is intellectual stimu- 
lus, guidance and improvement, without any desire that their progress 
should be exactly estimated and labelled or without any intention of 
taking a full University Course. Professor Shortt's <:lass numbered 
iorty-Hve, a larger number tiian attended the previous year. Their 
Excellencies, the Earl and Countess of Aberdeen, manifested an in- 
telligent interest in the work, and the increased attendance this year 
is no doubt in part due to them. The amount of attention that any 
University can give to this department of Extension is strictly limited 
by the number df men <hi its staff. The **English Universities*' can do 
a great deal, because they base so many fellows and other scholars 
who are glad to take it up. The Scotish or Canadian Universities 
can do very little, and it may be added — the demand is by no means 
so urgent in Canada as it is in England. 

The Conferrnce of the Theolof^ical Alumni was a great success 
this year, chietiy owing to the establishment of the Chancellor's 
Lectureship and the interest taken by all who attended, in Professor 
Watson*s course of lectures on Dante. Profitable courses of study 
were also condnrtcMi by Professor Dyde on the evolution of Greek 
thought and by the Rev. G. M. Milligan on the Book of Job. The 
Evening Conference were stimulating and helpful. Papers were read, 
on the books that had been prescribed beforehand for reading, by 
Professor T\oss, f^everends Dr. McTavish, J. Sharp, D. J. Macdon- 
nell, J. A. Sinclair, K. McKay, and others. The alumm voted un- 
animously to hold a similar Conference next February. Information 
with regard to it can be had from their Secretary, Rev. John Young, 
A.M., Toronto. 

BENEFACTIONS RECEIVED OR ANNOUNCED DURING THE VBAlt. 

The bequest of $40,000 by the late John Roberts, Ottawa, men- 
tioned in last year's report, has been paid. The money has been 
appropriate to endow the Chairs of Botany and Animal siolc^y, the 
Executor of the donor, Mr. John Roberts Allan, generously adding a 
suflicent sum to enable this to be done. Of the Doran bequest, also 
mentioned in last year's report, $6500 has been paid in to the Treasurer. 

The late John McLennan, By the Lake, Lancaster, noting before 
his death that there was a considerable deficit in our Revenue, for- 
warded to the Treasurer his cheque Ibr $200, as a contribution to the 
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revenue of the year. There is no truer way of aiding the University 
than by gifts thrown into its general treasury in this voluntary and 

unostentatious manner. 

I received a letter to-day from- Walter R. Macdonald, Barrister, 
Hamilton, announcing that the late Mrs. Elizabeth Mallock 
(relict of the late Judge Malloch, Brockville, a tried friend and re- 
spected Trustee of Queen's in his day) had bequeathed the sum of 
$2000 for the purposes of the College, and intimating that the Exe- 
cutors were prepared to pay it on getting a Release in due form. 

Nothing additional has been received during the year to endow 
the Sir John A. Macdonald memorial lectureship on Political Science, 
commenced by the Hon. Senator Gowan, LL.D. 

Dr. Dyde has received promises to the amount of $x3oo for a 
lectureship on Music. This matter is in the hands of a special 
Committee. 

CONCLUSION. 

I submit the reports of the Librarian, the Curator of the Museum, 
the Superintendent of the Observatory, and the Professors of Botany, 
Animal Biology and Physics. May I again put in a plea for a salary 
for a Librarian, so that Professor Shortt may be able to devote his 
whole time to his Chair ? 

G. M* Grant, Principal. 



REPORT ON PHYSICAL LABORATORY. 

DURING the past year, besides fitting up the new laboratory in 
the basement, which has been a jjreat comfort, I have pur- 
chased two pieces of apparatus for exact work, viz. a Torricellian 
apparatus to prove the laws of flow of liquids through different orifices 
and at different levels (£^5), and a Kater's pendulum for determining 
the exact value of the gravitation — constant in the latitude of King- 
ston {£6). I have arranged with the makers, Negretti and Lam bra 
of London, to spread the payment over two years. I have added, 
consideraUy, also, to the apparatus required tor elementary labora- 
tory work, and some apparatus for class experiments. 

26 students out of 63 took advantage of the voluntary instruction 
in the laboratory. Miss Reid who assisted me during the past session 
did her work wdl, in spite of the arduous duties she had with Prof. 
Dupuis. The present arrangement of giving laboratory instruction 
only in the afternoons might be much improved upon, if it were possi- 
ble to have an assistant all day in the laboratory. Most of the stud- 
ents could then take advantage of it, and put in at least two hours a 
week of laboratory work. This would be necessary if extension of 
laboratory work followed the establishment of a Faculty of Practical 
Science. Separate rooms for experiments in Heat, Light, and Elec- 
tricity would be another desirable improvemetit. The latter two sub- 
jects require rooms which can be easily darkened. Indeed, part of the 
basement was shut off this winter for some experiments in Magnetism 
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which required a darkened room. Meanwhile I am glad to say that 
the room furnished last summer proved a great boon to the students. 



my assistant and myself. 

Receipts, 1893-4— Balance f i73 85 

From Treasurer (Apparatus fees) 309 00 

From Mrs, Corowall, (or cyclostyle noaterials x 00 

laterait 3 



$ 487 03 

Expeoditore as per aoconpanyiag atalamnt 405 99 

1. iv. 1894— Balwotia baak $ 8z 04 



D. H. MARSHALL. Pntf. of Pkysks. 
REPORT ON BOTANY CLASSBS. 

The number of students who came up for examination was : 
Junior Class* lO ; First Year Honours, 8 ; Second Year Honours, 4. 
Two others attended the Junior Class and one the Second Year's 
Honours, but failed to appear at examiaation. Having only the one 
subject I was able to meet with each Honour Class every day, and 
since the Christmas holidays have devoted three hours a day to them. 
We have consequently overtaken a much larger amount of work than 
ever before, one result of which may be seen in the very high percent- 
ages made at the examination. 

When Dr. Knight was appointed to the cliair of Animal Biology, 
I handed over to him the microscopes of niy department, as they 
were nearly all constructed for dissecting purposes. As no grant for 
apparatus was made last April, I found it necessary to obtain from 
Ihr. Knight two of the instruments which formerly belonged to my 
classes. But the use of only two microscopes for a dozen students 
necessitates a great loss of time, and the accomplishment of a much 
smaller amount of work than should be required. During the last few 
years great changes have taken place in the methods of Botanical 
study. Histology and Physiology have displaced very mucli of what 
was formerly taught, and every student now requires a microscope for 
his own special work. I trust the Board may see the necessity of 
furnishing the apparatus required by modern methods of study. 

Last year the Board authorized me to collect Mosses and other 
Cr^ptogamous plants for Class use. Twenty-one da^'s were spent 
visiting the different localities between Kingston and the Ottawa nver, 
and though I discovered that this is an exceedingly poor region for 
Mosses, I secured a sufficient quantity of material to supply our 
wants for some years. Collections of marine and fresh-water Algae 
are very much needed. The fine collection of Lichens and Mosses 
presented to the Herbarium by A. T, Drummond, LL.B., will prove 
exceedingly valuable, as also the collection ol Mosses by T. L. 
W alker, M.A. 

The geological specimens formerly used in the Senior Science 
Class, and the case containing them, have been transferred to the 
Science Hall, and a new ca?e of shelves is now required to contain 
apparatus, specimens, etc., at a cost of about $25.00. 
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The following expenses have been incurred and paid. Vouchers 
can be furnished to the Treasurer : 

1893, Oct. 10, Small pieces of i^jfiarstllS 9 3 <9 

1894. Jan. 25. Robertson Broa., account 3 75 

Feb. la. Microecopic moonts 10 06 

$ 16 94 

A»»Aa*TUa NBBMIO FOR NBXT 8BSSION. 

8 Microscopes, with accenoriea , «...•.. $ 840 od 

I Hand Microtome and a Knives 13 <to 

I Camera Lucida 8 od 

3 Hand Magnifiers, No. 87, x Eye Piece Micrometer, i StafS 

Mkromeler, Reagents, Ac 9 50 ' 

Slidea and GbM covwa 5 5'> 

Approadmate amount 9 976 00 

JAMBS FOWLER. Pfofittor ^ BokMf. 

ANIMAL BIOLOGY. 

The attendance in the junior class during the session was 7 ; in 
the honor class, 17 ; Extra-mnrals, 2 ; in histology, 36 ; and in phy- 
siology, 55. The total attendance, not counting any student twice, 
was 81. The decrease in the junior class may be due to the fact that 
the sub-division of chairs, having increasetl the difficulty of the honor 
courses in natural science, is deterring students from selecting honor 
courses along these lines. 

In my last report I pointed out that the principle upon which I 
endeavored to carry on my work was, that the study ol form, or an- 
atomy should precede or accompany the study of function or physio* 
logy. This plan is the historical, and is followed by all the best 
teachers of biology. A man must understand the construction of a 
machine before he can understand its working. The same is true in 
biology. A student, whether in arts or medicine, must hrst understand 
the gross and minute anatomy of an animal befiMW he can foUy under- 
stand its physiology 

I have had no difiicnlty in shaping my work in accordance with 
this principle, in so far as the art students were concerned during the 
past two sessions. The action of the Medical Faculty in placing 
animal biology upon their curriculum will also enable me to give to 
medical students hereafter, elementary instruction in the com- 
parative anatomy of both vertebrate and invertebrate animals, thus 
thus preparing them to understand the more elementary principles of 
physiology and general biology during the remainder of the session. 
The change will harmonize the work of the inc<lical students with that 
in arts, and give unity to my work. I shall re-model my course in 
junior biology so as to adapt it to the wants of both classes of 
students. 

The medical faculty has appropriated $200.00 for the purpose of 
supplementing our apparatus for teaching bacteriology. The teach- 
ing of this subject has in (mrt been assigned to me. This and the 
practical work in biology in the junior class will entail additional 
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labor. 1 must theretore ask that ten additional microscopes be 
bought, 90 that the double time and labor which I have bee» expend- 
ing on hiatology, through lack of microscopes, may be avoided. The 

small room at the south side of the medical museum should be set 
apart for work in bacteriology, because there is always more or less 
danger in cultivating and manipulating the micro organisms of con- 
tagious diseases, and it would be unsafe to do such work in an ordi- 
nary l)ioiogical laboratory. 

In view of the fact that the first graduation under the extended 
curriculum (5 years) of the Ontario Medical Council will take place in 
1896, it would be well for the University to develop her equipment for 
teaching pathology and physiology so as to offer to her graduates of 
that year, and succeeding years, an opportunity of completing in 
Kingston their final year in medicine. 1 oelieve that 8 or 10 of our 
graduates will want to do this post-graduate work. If they were 
charged a fee of $too for laboratory privileges and assistance, the in- 
come would justify the erection of a new building, or an addition tu 
the existing one — and solely devoted to research in physiology and 
pathology. Toronto and Montreal are preparing to otter facilities for 
such post graduate work. 

I have to acknowledge indebtedness to R. E. Sparks, D.D.S., for 
a pair of injection forceps ; to R. M. Horsey. Esq., for a week's 
f^ratiiitous instruction in taxidermy to my hniior students, and to the 
Hon. J. M. Gibson, Provincial Secretary, ami William Hirty, M P. P.. 
for a valuable donation of a dozen copies of the Ontario Fish and 
Game Commission report to the laboratory library. 

To Prof. r>upuis I .itii indebted for advice and assistance in many 
ways. His oxy-ealcium lantern and lantern transparencies I use<l 
often last winter, and now that a darkroom for photography has been 
provided, I hope to use the lantern still more extensively in teaching 
anatomy and physiolnpy. 

ProC Virchow, who worked in our laboratory last May and June, 
sent me a few days ago a valuable little set of dissecting and histolo- 
gical instruments. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to submit the following recommenda- 
tions : 

X. That the changes mentioned in my first report be made in the 
room used for histology, pathology and museum ; cost $150. 

2. That ten large new microscopes, and four small dissecting mi- 
croscopes be provided; cost about $300. All the older large micro- 
scopes should be offered for sale to students at the close of next 
session. 

3. That the laboratory lockers he provided with full sets of 
apparatus for the microscopic examination of fresh and prepared 
tissues, in view of the practical work to be hereafter done in the 
junior class. This apparatus, as well as the dissecting material, can 
be procured fron; {lie ordm.iry apparatus and laboratory fees 

4. Thai additional apparatus, models and skeletons for teaching 
comparative anatomy and physiology be purchased in France or Ger- 
many, at a cost of $200. 
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5. That a glass cabinet, similar to one of those in the physics ap- 
paratus room, be procured, in which to keep the physiological appa- 



In the department of geology and mineralogy a number of addi- 
tional specimens of rocks and minerals have been added to the coN 
lection, and a number have been transfiamd to the School of Mining. 

My visit to Michigan last summer was not so successful as I had an- 
ticipated, owing to the fact that visitors to mining districts are not 
allowed to pick up anything of any value — ev^ything, worth having, 
is secured by dealers or their agents and held tor sale. 

The cases in the Zoological department were emptied last Sum- 
mer — backs put into them and the shelves painted. The specimens 
were all re-arranged and now present a much better appearance than 
formerly. Mr. R. M. Horsey very kindly undertook the work of ar- 
TSin^\n<^ the birds according to the present ornithological classification, 
and also mounted a fine specimen ot a hawk caught in the Science 
Hall. A fine coUecticm of^25 bird skins, nicely prepared, was received 
from W. T. McClement, M.A., and a mounted hawk from the late 
David Nicol. 

Former students have offered to procure specimens of bird skins, if 
the board would pay the expense of mounting, if the Curator were 

authorized to spend some fixed amount for this work our collec' 

tion could be largely inrreased. 

No additional mammals have been received. 

At the last meeting of the Board I was authorized to procure a 
case for preserving insects. Shortly afterwards the Government En 
tomoloffist at Ottawa oflTered to make up for the College as complete an 
arranged collection as possible of the insect fauna of the Province, 
upon the condition that the College would pay for the case 
to contain them. This seems to me a much better arrangement, and 
1 hope that the treasurer will be authorised to pay the bill when pre- 
sented. 

The Herbarium has been greatly increased in usefulness by the 
large collection of Mosses and Lichens presented by A. T. Drummond, 
LL.B., and a collection of 120 species of Mosses from T. L. Walker, 
M.A. A large bundle of plants was received last summer from the 
Agricultural College, Michigan, and another during the winter from 
the Missouri Botanical Garden,' St. Louis, with the promise of an- 
other in exchange this summer. Nearly 1000 sheets have been 
mounted since last spring. The collections made by the Ciurator last 
suK .tncr furnished a number of new specimens. 

Kxpenscs during the year, $42.75, 

Amount of grant last year, 1^30.00 

The usual grant of $30.00 will probabably cover expenses this 
year* as no new paper or jars will be required. 



ratus bought last year in Britain. 




Pro/tssor 0/ AninuU Biology* 
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JAMES FOWLER, CuraUtr. 
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THE LIBRARY. 

Duriog the past year 726 volumes have been added to the Library 

from the following sources : — 

Books purchased ' 57^ volumes 

Books donated t — 

U S. Government IJ 

Dominion Government ' 17 

Ontario Government ........ ao 

New Zealand Government 4 

Royal Society uf Kdinburg } 

Institution of Civil Engineers ; < 

Messrs. Macmillan <& Co, London 15 

Dr. Jardine, Frince Albert 19 

Mrs. H. Drummond, London, Eog 13 

Miss Penn«r, Kingston il 

A. T. Drummond. Montreal 4 

Dr McKay, Formosa 1 

Dr. Thompson, Samta i 

E. R Beuper I 

W. VV. King. Kingiton i 

Chas Forshaw I 

Miscellaneous pamphlets, etc 14 

Rbcbipts and Expenditure : — 726 

Balance from last year f 143 4* 

Received from Rev. K. Grant, D.D., Trinidad 4^ 40 

Received from examination fund tm acct. paid 15 28 

Regnlar Mceipts from Ibe Treasurer 1 261 <>o 

•1467 10 

Totel Expenditm 1312 64 

Balance on hand . f 144 4^ 

Owing to the recent changes in the Tariff providing for the free 
admission of books for college libraries, our slender income will be 
saved the {»revioiis annual drain of $100 to $125. Still it is found 
that owing to the growth of new depirtinrnts and the extension of 
work alon^f several historical lines, the Library fund is totally inade- 

3uate to provide necessary working material. It would be very 
esirable if a special fund could be obtained to pitt the Library on .1 
working basis with reference to some of the yotmgcr hi^toriral and 
scientific departments. ADAM SHORTT, Librarian. 

OBSBRVATORY RBPORT. 

A course of Elementary Lectures on Descriptive Astronomy has 
been delivered during the past session by Professor Dupuis and myself 
to the Junior Class in Physics, and essays and examinations on the 
subject have been required from the students. A larger Senior Class 
than usual have Ix-en at the same time instructed within the Observa- 
tory Itself ui the practical apphcations of the science aud the use of 
the instruments employed. 

The different instruments have been kept in good order, and it is 
proposed during the summer to make some important additions to 
their equipment. I have every reason to be satisfied with my assist- 
ant, Mr. S. A. Mitchell. JAMES WILLIAMSON, 

Direetotr of Observaiory, 
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EARLY HISTORY OF PRESBYTERIANISM IN 

KINGSTON AND VICINITY. 

IT was io Z783 that Kingston was first settled by those who 
speak the English tongoe. That was twenty years after 
Canada was confirmed by treaty to Great Britain, and nearly ten 
years before Upper Canada became a separate colony. It is said 

that the first child of British parentage was bom here in 1783. 
The name of the child was Clark and there are descendants of 

his existing here still. 

It seems strange at first sight that for more than thirty years 
after the beginning of British settlement here, the traces of Pres- 
byterians, so far as public records go, are so meagre. Tfiat there 
were Presbyterians among the U. li. Loyalists who settled in 
Kingston and the district, there is no doubt, but for a generation 
there was no organization as a Church. Very early the Angli- 
cans entered the field, their way being made smooth by Govern- 
ment patronage. The first rector, Dr. Stuart, was not dependent 
on his hearers for support, and this has often been the case with 
his successors. Strangely enough, he as well as the first prelate 
in Upper Canada, were brought up in the Presbyterian faith. 
The £ither of Dr. Stuart was a sturdy Irish Presbyterian, and 
as is well koowoi Bishop Straclian was of similar origin. Before 
the end of last century the Methodists were here in two dis- 
tinct bodies, British and American. More than twenty years of 
the present century passed away^ as we shall see* ere a Presby- 
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terian conprejjation wns ort^ani/ed and a minister settled over it. 

It is not ^x'/ierally known tliat the Rev. John Hetluine who 
afterwards was twenty-eight years minister of VVilli.iinstown, in 
Glen^jarry, was here in the winter of 17S3-4. The regiment of 
which he was chaplain, the 84th Highland Emigrant, was quarts 
ered on Carleton Island, and some of the men were in Port 
Frontenac. The minutes of St. George's Vestry testify that 
Mr. Bethane visited the Fort at the time and officiated at a mar* 
riagc there, thus performing the first recorded act of the Protest- 
ant ministry in Kingston. The Presbyterians may thus trace 
their genealogy to the very beginning of British life here. 
Mr. P.cthune was no ordinary man. In the early part of 
the Revolntionary War he had been chaplain to the 
troops in the Carolinas, had been taken prisoner, and lost 
all that he had. Then when the iS-jth was enrolled in Nova Scotia 
he became chaplain of it until its disbandrnent in 1784. Next 
lie is heard of as residing near Oswcgatciiy. In 1786 he founded 
St. Gabriel Church in Montreal, the oldest cong regation of our 
faith in that city. Next year he moved to Williamstown where 
he spent the rest of his life, a period of twenty eight years. 
Here among the Highland settlers Mr. Bethune built up and 
consolidated Presbyterianism so tliat in few parts of Canada is 
it comparatively stron<^'er. His influence was felt for good in 
a wide region. He died in 1815. 

The next minister that was settled in Eastern Canada, but 
west of where Mr. Hethunc lived and laboured, was the Rev. John ' 
Lndwi*,' Broeffle of tile Reformed Dutch Church of the Uinted 
States. There is a fine tt-stiinony on record as to the faithful- 
ness of this nnnister in circufustanccs that were very trying. 
Like others in pioneer days he had to endure great labour to 
bring consolations of the Gospel to those that were in scattered 
settlements over a wide region, and in addition he was very poor- 
ly supported. It is said that his means never exceeded one 
hundred dollars per annum. He died in 181 5, the year in which | 
Mr. Hethune died. , 

It was in 1798 that the Dutch Classes of Albany commission- I 
ed the Ri-v. Rdbf it M'Dowall and sent him into the infant 
Cnioity. When he had laboined on this side of the St. Lawrence 1 
for n time he was pressed to make Elizabethtown, now Brocicville« 
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his headquarters, but in 1800 he ajrieed to make Fredericksburg. 
Ernestown and Adolphustown his special char.i^c, while for many 
years he exercised a j^encral ovcrsi^'lit from Brockville to Tor- 
onto. To us in Kingston Mr. M'Dowall, during the first genera<- 
tion of British life, is far more than any other in tracing out 
the foundations of Presbyterianism and in rearing the lirst few 
courses of the building that was slowly but solidly erected. Dur- 
ing many years of the early period of his ministry in Canada he 
was the only one of the Presbyterian Church in the nei i^'hbourhood. 
His ability and zeal are so well known that he needs no eulogist. 
Earnestly and anxiously be watched by the cradle of our faith 
here, givinis^ such service as he could, seeinj; that his diocese was 
so extensive. The record that he kept of Marriaf,'es and Bap- 
tisms is in the Collc^'e here and is a mine of information to the 
descendants of the first settlers on the Hay of Oninte. There is 
a Kingston list of baptisms, such names as Graham, Forsyth, and 
Homing being aniong them. It is to be feared that some of his 
successors have not been so accurate and methodical in keeping 
their records. It may go without saying that his toils were 

' enormous as he went from place to place, generally on foot, 

sometimes it may be in a canoe. The lake shore furnished a well 
beaten track, and fortunately there were no rivers of any great 
dimensions to swim across. There was opposition to encounter, 
but he was not easily daunted. One of tlie ohj inhabitants up 
tile Bay tells that on fine occasion wlien li avin^,' Kingston, a gang 
of young bloods planned to give the Prtsbyterian preacher a scare 
that would prevent the disseiiUr, as they called hitn, from 
further disturbing the peace of the ecclesiastical aristucjacy 
here. They followed him out of the village some distance 
apparently for the purpose of giving him a physical shaking 
up. He did not wait for the attack of his would-be 
assailants however, but turning suddenly upon them he gave 

I them such a payment in their own coin that he got no 

more annoyance from that quarter ; and as he could not be bullied 
into silence, neither could he be bribed to a})andon tlie Church 
of his convictions. He saw others doing that, he, however, was * 
made of sterner stuff. 

For the first quarter of a centuiy of the life of Upper Canada 
as a separate colony, the Reformed Dutch Church of the States 
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was almost the only one that cared for the spiritual interests of 
our people here. The brethren that directed the missionaiy en- 
ergies of that Church deserve to be held in pfrateful remembrance 
by the Presbyterian Church in Canada of the present day. It 

was a timely as well as precious service that was rendered until 
the Clinrches of the mother land awakened to some sense of 
what they ought to do. Many Missionaries were sent over for a 
time, but most of them returned after a season. It remained for 
Mr. M'Dowall to cast in his lot permanently here and to give a 
ministry of over forty years to the region of which Fredericksburg 
was the centre. 

In iSir the Rev. Wrn. Smart came and settled in Brockville, 
and in 1817 the Rev. Wrn. Bell came to Perth. Both of these 
were Scotch, but both had lived in London for a time and had 
become acquainted there. Indeed the former had got his pro- 
fessional traininif in London. Both came out under the auspices 
of the Secession Church of Scotland. They proved themselves to 
be the right kind of men for the work that was to be done here, 
and they left their mark behind them in Eastern Canada. Mr. 
Bell was the fether of the Rev. George Bell, LL.D., of Kingston. 

The year after Mr. Bell's arrival the Presbytery of the Can- 
adaswas formed. Of this Presbytery Messrs Smart, Bell and 
others that were settled between here and Montreal were mem« 
bers. 

In 1820 the Rev. Robert Boyd came from Ireland, and settled 
in Prescott where and in the surrounding r^on he laboured for 
the rest of his life. He had a long, laborious and useful ministry. 
He was known at a later date as the Rev. Dr. Boyd. 

With these notices of the origin and progress of our Church 

in the rec^ion around, we go on to trace the steps, so far as known, 
that were taken in Kingston itself. And first of all what may be 
said of the people that were here a century ago »* Where did 
tlicy come from ? of what race were they? for the answer to such 
questions suggests somewhat as to Church connection. The 
Army and Navy were represented here from the very first. Ob- 
viously there would be changes from time to time, and it was 
inevitable that soldiers and sailors of the Presbyterian faith 
would be stationed here. It may have been that regiments or 
parts of regiments that are distinctively Scotch in character were 
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sent here. It is a matter of fact that some of that complexion 
were in Kingston, years before the first St. Andrew's Church was 
built. Then there were the U, E. Loyalists that were amon<; the 
first colonists, if they were not exclusively tlie first, in the village 
and neighborhood. Some of these were British and some Dutch 
in origin, and it is certain that there were Presbyterians among 
them. In the early Masonic records that run back, without a 
break into the last century, there were men high in office, of such 
names as M'Kay and M'Leod, and these are most suggestive. 
As we have seen, from the very beginning of this century onward, 
Mr. McDowall was at hand to keep the fire of our faith burning, or 
at the very least to prevent it from being queoched until more 
&vourable days would dawn. Lastly, when the stream of immi- 
gration set in, there came Scotch and North of Ireland people, 
the latter known in recent times as Scotch-Irish, and in these 
were found material for the enlargement of the Presbyterian 
Church. We know how passionate the attachment of the Scotch 
and Scotch-Irish was and is to the foith and simple practices 
which they believe to be Scriptural, founded on or agreeable to 
the word of God, and also that they were and are ever ready to 
make sacrifices to obtain for their children, a good common 
school education. In some cases they waited for years, some- 
times patiently and sometimes not very patiently, for ministers 
to come across the ocean and break the bread of life to them. 
In the earlier years of their settlement here, with what pathos 
they sang the lines : — 

"My soul is poured out in me. 
When this I think upon, 

Because that with the multitude, 
I heretofore had gone. 

With them unto God's house I went, 
With voice of joy and praise, 

Yea, with the multitude that kept 
The solemn holy days." 
Then when better times came, when the services they loved 
and enjoyed became fteqnent, their voices broke forth into glad- 
some strains in such lines as : — 

"I joyed when to the house of God, 
Go up they said to me.'* 
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or 

"We'll go into liis tabernacles, 
And at his lV)olstuol bow." 

Among the scholars ot the school that Mr. Strachaii tau^^ht at 
the very beginning of the ct^ittiry weic two Hamiltuns, uncles of 
Clarke Hamilton, collectur of the port. It was in iSio that 
Lieutenant-Col. MacPhcrson came here with his regiment and he 
remained here for the rest of his life, having retired from service 
some years after. He became one of the first elders in St. 
Andrew's Church.- His daughter-in-law and ^rand-daughters re- 
side now on Princess Street and still keep up the succession in 
that congregation. In 1816 John Mowat, the father of Sir Oliver 
and Professor Mowat, came to Kingston and while he lived, well 
nigh half a century, was a tower of strength to the Presbyterian 
cause here. In the Kingston Gazette of March loth in the same 
year the following announcement may be read in the advertising 
column^ : — The Rev. W. Smart will deliver a discourse in the 
English Church to-morrow, at two o'clock, on the following sub* 
ject : "The Gospel of Christ adapted to the nature and circum* 
stances of Man." One is tempteil to ask whether the Presbyter- 
ian ancestry of Archdeacon Stuart had anything to do with the 
granting of the use of the Church on that Sabbath afternoon, to 
Mr. Smart and the a lliercnts of the Presbyterian faith in Kingston. 

The next year, 1817, is a red letter day in the annals of our 
Church in Kingston. The present strength and future i)ros[>t {Ms 
of the Presln tcri \ns li.ive becom e so encouraging that a site for 
a Church is now obtained. That was a step forward of a most 
important kind. As I pen this article, a copy of the original 
Crown Land Grant lies before me. In it is descrilied the pro- 
perty conveyed for church purposes. It is bounded on one side 
by Store street (now Princess), on another by Grove street (now 
yueen), and on a third by a street running north but not yet 
named (now Clergy). The names of the grantees are as follows: 
Smith Bartlett, merchant; Solomon Johns, merchant; Archibald 
Richmond, merchant ; Allan McPherson, merchant ; Samuel 
Shaw, merchant ; Alexander Pringle, Esquire ; John McLean, 
Esquire; Daniel Washburn, Esquire; Benjamin Olcott, yeoman. 

In the designations given to these men are seen the social dis- 
tinctions of three quarters of a century ago. Comment on that 
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is' needless, however. There is another line of cleavage which 
has graver consequences as tlic years go on. As I read these 
names for the first time it seemed to me that four of these, the 
first two and the last two, were of United States origin, in other 
words of the U. E. Loyalist stock ; while the remaining five were 
Scotchmen by birth. Further investigation leaves me in no 
doubt whatever as lo the correctness of that first impression. 
From the time that St. Andrew's had a settled pastor the names 
of the "Yankees" do not appear in it, but some are found in con- 
nection with another cause in Kingston, of which more hereafter. 
I infer that all four went into that cause. The five Scotchmen 
we will meet again, they are to the "fore** and no mistake in the 
conduct of congregational affairs. From conversations which I 
had with the older people I learn that all of the grantees were 
well known men in those days. The children of Allan McPher- 
son are in the city still. A son was long Emigration Commis- 
sioner here. John McLean was better known at a later date as 
Sheriff McLean. Marshall T. I^idwell served his time wi;h a 
lawyer named Washburn, possibly the same as one of the gran- 
tecs. Benjamin Olcott was known as a hotel keeper on Piiacess 
street. 

It vvas in that year that the Presbytery of ICdiuburgh were re- 
quested to be Patrons of tlie coni^Mei^atioii which was in ptoccss 
of formation, and an application was made to have a minist^i ap- 
pointed at once. The venerable brethren of "Auld Reekie" look 
time to consider before a minister was sent. Things are done 
more slowly in the old land than in a new country. 

In GourIay*s Statistical Account of Canada as bearing on the 
same date we learn somewhat of the extent of Kingston and some 
other particulars. "There were then in the town, apart from the 
township, 450 houses and 2250 souls. There were four churches 
or meeting houses, one Episcopalian, one Roman Catholic, and 
two Methodist. There were four professional preachers, one 
Episcopalian, one Presbyterian, and two Methodists. This did 
not include the chaplains of the army and navy." We believe Mr. 
Gourlay was in error when he set down that there was a Presby- 
terian minister here in 1817 ; there was none resident until 1822. 

In the fall of the same year Mr. Bell, lately settled at Perth, 
made a visit to Kingston. We would like to quote a most life' 
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like description which in his published letters he t^ves of his 
journey hither, especially that part from Gananoque, but space 

forbids us. We let him speak for himself when he arrives here, 
which he did un a Friday night. " On the following day which 
was Saturday I waited on a few friends of religion, but was sorry 
to find that they were very far from being united in their senti- 
ments On the Sabbath I preached twice in the Lan- 

casterian School House to a numerous and attentive congrega- 
tion. On Monday, at the request of some of the friends of reli- 
gion, 1 visited thcni at their own houses, and found some very 
agreeable company. At that time there were in Kingston an 
Episcopalian Church, a Roman Catholic Chapel, and a Meti)od- 
ist meeting house. The Presbyterian Churches were not then 
built, though one of them had been proposed." 

Mrs. MacPherson, to whom I have already referred in an in- 
cidental way, came here with the Macdonald family in 1821, and 
she tells me that at that time the Pr'^sbyterians had a monthly 
service in a somewhat indifferent building on Ontario Street, the 
minister who officiated coming from Cornwall for that purpose. 
His name was Leith. It is on record that a Mr. Leith, no doabt 
the same man, taught school for some years in Cornwall early in 
the twenties. It is of rare interest to meet with one of the age 
of my informant so bright and vivacious, and to remember that 
she has been connected with St. Andrew's Church during the 
whole of its history, extending over seventy years. 

In 1821 the Presbytery of Edinburgh acted in accordance with 
the authority conferred on it some years back. John Barclay is 
selected for the position and he is ordained to the work of the 
ministry and commissioned to the exercise of his office in King- 
ston. He was the son of the parish minister of Kettle. This is 
not the first time that Kettle and Kingston came into relation. 
John Strachan who came here to teach more than 20 years be- 
fore bad taught in Kettle, and he l)roiight with him a testi- 
monial from Mr. Barclay's father. The new minister reached 
here early in the summer of 1822 and entered on his duties. 
There is evidence to shew that he was well qualified for the dut- 
ies it fell to him to discharge. He was prudent, zealous, talent- 
ed and cultured ; short as his ministry was he left a permanent 
impression here. His uuttmely removal was a great blow to t^Q 
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congregation. It was no small tribute to his memory that the 
people when they applied to their patrons in Edinburgh to send a 
successor stipulated that the man to be sent be like the minister 
they had lost. One of the first that Mr. Barclay baptised was 

David Gibson now a resident on Princess Street. 

When Mr. Barclay had been here a few months he took steps 
to have elders chosen to help him in the spiritual oversight of the 
congregiition. Their names were as follows : — 

John McLean, Esq., Col. MacPherson, Anthony Marshall, 
Esq., Mr. Huf»h McDonald, Mr. Saniuel Shaw, Mr. John Mowat. 

With some of these we are already familiar, we have met 
them in the course of our narrative. A word or two will be 
in place as to the others. Anthony Marshall seems to have been 
an army surgeon when he came to Kinj^ston, and he filled his 
place in his profession and in church work most efficiently. 
While the church was in process of erection, he was Secretary- 
Treasurer of the building Committee. I am told that he remov- 
ed to Belleville afterwards, and that he died there. Hugh 
McDonald was the father of Sir John who so lately passed away 
after having risen to the first place in Canada. The future pre- 
mier was then about beginning his school work, being six or 
seven years of age. Hugh McDonald did not live continuously 
here, he spent some years on a farm up the bay. John Mowat on 
the other hand gave lengthened and uninterrupted service to the 
congregation. For nearly forty years he was in office, serving 
long: on the temporal committee as well as in the session. We 
would not be far astray if we said that during much of that 
time he was the most ubfluential man in the congregation. 

Mr. Barclay was succeeded by Mr. Machar whose life work 
and character are known to the whole people, and his reputation 
is known to all. There were many events of great importance 
in his day, both in Church and State, but our space does not 
allow us to even mention them. We must hasten on. 

Mr. Bell, in another part of his letters, tells of another con- 
gregation that was formed soon after Mr. Barclay's arrival. 
"The second congregation of Presbyterians in Kingston, consists 
chiefly of persons from the United States," The building where 
these worshipped, stood on the corner of Wellington and John- 
ston Streets, now the $ite Qf the First Congregational Church, 
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Smith Baitlett, one of the original grantees of the St. Andrew's 
Cliurch properly, was one of the first Trustees ol" the " Yankee" 
Cliiirch, whose official title was the Union Presbyterian Church. 
So far as I can find the Rev. Horatio Foote was the first minister. 
\)c appears to have been here in 1824, 1825, and 1826. Later on 
the Rev. John Smith, a Scotchman* was pastor, and tin; last in 
charge was a Rev. M. Baker who was alive until a very late date. 
The conj,'reL(ation was broken up because of tlie tKuibles of 1837- 
8. The Bidwell family was one of the most mlluential in the 
con;;reg ition. The banishment of Marshall T. Bidwell from 
Canada by Governor Head, nobody will now attempt to justify, 
it was an act that brought speedy retribution on the perpetrator 
of it. Some years later the property passed by purchase into the ■ 
bands of the Congregationatists, and when a stone building came | 
to be erected the old one was moved off. The old one is now St. ' 
Patrick's Hall. | 

I had intended to say something more of the five Scotchmen 
who were of ihe original grantees of St. .Andrew's Church pro- j 
party, and of the famous constitution they drew up. The article 
is already too long and so 1 must forbear. 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada, is the second in num- 
bers in the Dominion, and may I venture to say that it is all of 
that in inlUience in the best sense. In referring to it we may 
adapt the words of the Hebrew Bard: — "Thou broughtest a * 
vine ; . . . . Thon .... planted*st it. Thou prepared*st room 
before it, and it took deep root, and Ailed the land. The moan' 
tains were covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof 
were like the cedars of God. She sent oat her branches into the 
sea, and her shoots into the river.** Samuel HotjSTON. 



Digitized by Google 



4 



SOME OF CARLYLE S HINTS TO THEOLOGY. 



''T^O appreciate r;iily!t''s work* wc must fiave a knowlt'J|,'e of 
the ideas which wi re swav in^^' tlic ruinds of rjicn in his day, 
hut for our ptir posc wc. jimst be content with a njcre suggestion 
on one or two points ol hjIi lot. 

Carlyle be;:nii Iiis work in ati aj^e when the seihshriess of men 
was re^arJetl as one of the highest evidences of divine providence, 
Bentham, Ricardo, Mill, were the names to conjure with, and it 
was held that if men weic let alone, society would run itself. In 
distinctively theo]oj;ical lineii the prevailing; view was, that the 
most which can be said as to the relation of the natural and spir- 
itual is, that there is' an analojsry between them. Miracle and 
prophecy regarded as vidations of nature were considered the 
main proofs for the existence of a Supreme Intelligence. To ex- 
press it in one word we may say that God was ret^'arded as an 
object anionp other objects. So that when the French astronom- 
er denied the existence of God with the remark — " I havt- swept 
the fieavens with my telescope and have fouiul no God" — he was 
only voicing; one of the stroni^est tendeticies of the time. Deism, 
atheism, crude radicaUsni were in the air; in Ruskin's words 
'* the most startling; fault of this age is its feithlessness.'* It is 
true that better thou^fhts than these were moving in the hearts of 
men, hut they had not become dominant, scarcely noticeable in- 
deed, in K834. 

In this vortex or rather co-mingling of vortices Carlyle was 

the first ^,n^Iishman to discern and hcraU] the order which was 
struggling through the disorder. This is but a hint at Carlyle's 

environment, but it will have to suffice here. It may be added 
that notwithstaudinf; the changes of tlie past sixty years Carlyle's 
criticism of society is still vital, and the lij^'lit wliicli he brought 
to the problems of his day may still be a torch to us. 

What broujjht lifjht to him ? 1. His conviction that the uni- 
verse is .1 unity. This may seem a commonplace to us, but Car- 
lyle shows clearly that vyhen thi^ ide^ dawned upon him i( was 
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indeed a light from heaven, for it enabled him to see that the 
whole universe, and therefore the progress of man, is systematic 
and therefore intelhgible. Teufelsdrockh is alone with nature 
among the mountains, the valleys, streams and lakes are shining 
in the mellow light of the setting sun — " A hundred and a hun- 

* dred savage peaks, in the last light of day ; all glowing of gold 

* and amethyst, like giant spirits of the wilderness there in their 

* silence, in their solitude, even as on the night when Noah's de- 

* luge first dried ! Beautiful, nay solemn, was the sudden aspect 
' to our wanderer. He gazed over these stupenduous masses with 

* wonder, almost with longing desire ; never till this hoar had he 
' known nature, that she was one, that she was his mother and di- 
' vine. And as the ruddy glow was fading into clearness in the 
' sky, and the sun had now departed, a murmur of Eternity and 

* Immensity, of Death and of Life, stole through his soul ; and he 
' felt as if Death and Life were one, as if the earth were not dead, 
' as if the Spirit of the earth had its throne in that splendour and 
' his own spirit were therewith holding commnnion* .... Or 
' what is nature ? Ha I why do I iiot name thee God ? Art thou 
' not the Living Garment of God ? O Heaven, is it in very deed, 
' He then that ever speaks through thee that lives and loves in 

* thee, that lives and loves in me? Fore shadows, call them 
' rather fore*splendours of that Truth and Beginning of Truths, 
' fell mysteriously over my soul. Sweeter than dayspring to the 
' shipwrecked in Nova Zembia: Oh like the mother's voice to her 
' little child that strays bewildered, weeping, in unknown 

* tumults ; like soft streamings of celestial music to my too cxas- 

* perate heart, came that Evangel. The universe is not dead and 
' demoniacal, a charnel-house with spectres: but Godlike and my 

* Father."t 

Nature for Carlyle is not a dead machine, but a living organ- 
ism, a synibi)! and manifestation of God. Much less is humanity 
a machine moved by the weights of pleasure and pain, but both 
nature and man imply the divine which is in them, and which is 
finding expression through them, i. e,, both nature and man are 
animated by one principle and have meaning simply as revelations 
of that principle. No doubt this idea is suggested in the New 

^k. II. Chap. VL tBk. n. Cbap. IX. (AU ibe nffaiaeft In t|ib article mat lo "Suia 
fUwftia*.") 
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Testament*, but the church failed to grasp its si^ificance, and it 
remained practically a dead letter till the Reformation touched it 
with life by asserting that every man is a priest of the Most 
Hi^h, but it soon became onesided again to such an extent that 
we find Rousseau asserting that the ideal man is the "Noble 
Savage." Against this then was of course a reaction but Carlyle 
was the hrst in England to give explicitly both sides of the truth 
in somethinfj like true proportion. To him the snvage is noble 
because he has the capacity to become Godlike. Ho asserts on 
the one hand that we are "not to count anytliing human ahen,'* 
that all true history is sacred history, and that every noble life is 
an evangel. But on the other hand he declares that it is only in 
the highest biography that we find the genuine Gospel. 

Thus Carlyle helps us not only to believe in the unity of the 
universe and especially in the unity of man — in the identity of 
human spirit in all times and places — but he helps us to see it, 
and to see that we, under the conditions might have been such 
people as history tells of. In this attempt to make the past into 
a living present, and to enable us to comprehend the inner mean- 
ing of that past as it could not be comprehended by those who 
lived in it. Carlyle did a very great work and helps us to see 
the organic unity of the universe in actual process of development. 

But further, Carlyle declares that the universe is a spiriiml 
unity. No doubt it may be said that the idea of the unity of 
the universe presupposes that it is spiritual, but just because it is 
presupposed, it has to be made explicit, and this is the work to 
which Carlyle devoted all his powers. To bring the spiritual 
nature of the universe into bold relief is the thought that is al- 
ways present with him "Nothing that he sees but has more than 
*a common meaning, Jbut has two meanings : thus, if in the high- 
'est Imperial Sceptre and Charlemagne-Mantle, as well as in the 
'poorest Ox-goad and Gipsy-Blanket, he finds Prose, Decay, 

• Contemptibility ; there is in each sort Poetry also, and a rev- 

• erend worth. For Matter, were it never so despicable, is Spirit, 
'the manifestation of Spirit: were it never so honorable, can it 

• be more ? "t 

The idea — for that the universe is a unity and that it is spiritual 

'Matt, v: 44,4s; ilii: 31.3a; Kom. viii: 28. fBk. I. Cbap. X. 
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are but phrases of one idea — is the great thought which Carlyle 

wrought out for his time ; but that we may have some hint as to 
its faithfulness let us look briefly at SOme of it applications. 

(l.) Notice how it leads him to transcend the popular interpre- 
tation of Holy Scripture. "Temptations in the wilderness" 
exclaims Teufclsiiiockh "Have we not all to be tried with such? 

* . . . For the Go(l-f,'ivt'n mandate Work !hnn in wcll-doitif^, lies 
' mysteriously written in Fiometluaii Prophetic Characters in 

* our hearts, and leaves us no rest, nif^dit or day till it be decipher- 

* ed and obeyed .... Antl as the clay-p[iven mandate, Eat thou 

* and be filled, at the same time persuasively proclaims itself throuj^h 

* every nerve— must there not be a confusion, a contest before 

* the better Influence can become tlie upper ? 

* To me nuthiiif,' seems more natural than that the Son of man 
when such God given mandate Brst prophetically stirs within 
' him, and the clay mnst now he vanquished or vanquish, — should 
' be carried of the spirit into grim solitudes .... Name it as 
'we choose: with or without visible Devil, whether in natural 
' Desert of rocks and sands, or in the populous moral Desert of 
' selfishness and baseness, — to such temptation are we all called. 
'Unhappy M we are not. Unhappy if we are but halfmen, in 
' whom that divine handwriting has never blazed forth, all-sub- 
' duing, in true sun-splendour."* 

This is how Caryle deals with Holy Scripture and he does it 
often ; what does he mean by it ? He means a great deal more 
than a happy adaptation of Scriptural language. He wishes to 
teach us tli.it "noprohecy of Scripture is of any private interpre- 
tation", but that it has a universal significance and application. 
This is Caryle's way of bringing before us the very important idea 
that the Divine S[)iiit in man is a fuller aii4 therefore a more ac- 
curate rev( I.I ion of (iod than any external facts can be — that an- 
experience of ilie divine hte in his own soul reveals more of God 
to man than any written account can. Indeed Carlyle would say 
you cannot understand the written account tmtil you have had 
the experience. It follows from this tiiat prophecy — /. c. a forth- 
teiling of the eternal principles of morality which govern men and 
notions — is a fuller revelation of God than any mere record of 
events can give. A half-unconscious belief in this view has al- 

•fik. II. Chap. IX. 
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ways remained with the church and has led it to prefer the pro- 
phetical parts of Scripture to the strictly historical parts; but 
Carlyle makes the conviction stand out clearly before us that the 
prophet deals with the Infinite while the historian as such, i. «. 
the mere chronicles of events, deals with the finite. 

This idea enables Carlyle to sweep nway at one stroke the 
whole foundation on which men like Voltaire build their object- 
ions to Christianity. It enables him to say the externni facts to 
which you object may be inadequate now, external facts by which 
the divine is bodied forth in one centtiry may become inadequate 
in the next century, as a manifestnt inn of God, htit that is no 
valid reason for denying; the existence of (iod ; any more than the 
existence of rude Indian houses in Ontario would prove that 
there never were any Indians there. All that V oltaire and his 
followers can do is to show the inade(]uacy of the old, they have 
a "toi i h for burninf;, no hammer for buildinj^." Thus we can say, 
the sympathy, the self-sacrifice, the love which Jesus taught is 
now here. If you have felt it in your own heart you cannot but 
admit that it is divine. Give what account you may of its origin 
and history, its existence for you is indisputable, and "this is Be* 
lief, all else is Opinion." 

(2) This idea of the spiritual nature of the universe Carlyle 
also applies to the question of Inspiration. "Neither shall ye tear 
' out one another's eyes, struggling over Plenary Inspiration, and 

* such like : try rather to get a little even Partial Inspiration, 
' each of you for himself. One Bible I know, of whose Plenary 

* Inspiration doubt is not so mtjch as possible ; nay with my own 

* eyes I saw the God's-hand writing it."* That is ; if God has- 
spoken to your soul, then for you everything which speaks of 
God carries its inspiration in it. The divine voice in your own 
soul is the first requisite and tlic clearest, — all else is but illus- 
tration, " picture-writing^ to assist the weaker faculty." 

(3) The same idea ^ivcs ('arl\Ie a new point of view from 
which to discuss the (juestion of miracles. He saw that there is 
a truth in the statement that, no Thci.st ran deny the possibility 
of miracles ; but he carries it farther and asserts that every The- 
ist must admit the omnipresence of the miraculous. To Hume, 
and all who argue with him thai no testimony can establish the 

•Uk. II, Ch. IX. 
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actuality of a miracle, Carlyle says, "Custom doth make dotards 
' of us all . . innumerable are the illusions and legerdemain tricks 

* of Custom, but of all these perhaps the cleverest is her knack of 

* persuadinj^ us that the miraculous, by simple repetition ceases 

* to be miraculous . . . Am I to view the stupendous with stupid 
'indifference because I have seen it twice, or two hundred, or two 

* million times ? There is no reason in nature or in art why I 
' should W ere it not miraculous, could I stretch forth my 

* hand and clutch the sun ? Yet thou seest me daily stretch 
' forth my hand, and clutch many a thing, and swing it hither 
' and thither. Art thou a grown baby then, to &ncy that miracle 
' ties in miles of distance, or in pounds avordupois of weight ; and 

* not to see that the true inexplicable God-revealing miracle lies 
' in this, that I can stretch forth my hand at all ?"* 

From this it is quite evident that since God reveals himself 
in the whde world, though one object or event may reveal Him 
more fully than another, yet there can be no absolute division be- 
tween different objects or events, and no absolute breach in the 
continuity of the process by which He reveals Himself in every- 
thing. When the materialist and the Positivist saiid "There is 
no spiritual force, in the universe, known to man'*, the orthodox 
apologist replied '*Yes there is ; and we have the evidence of mir- 
acles for its existence." At this Carlyle shakes his head and says, 
in substance, "Nfy friend apologist, you mean well, but you are 
leaning on a broken reed. If God is not in the wJiolc world He is 
nowhere." That is Carlyle maintains not that there are miracles 
now and then, but that the whole course of nature is miraculous 
— that the univt rst is not a mechanical arrangement like a clock, 
into which the clock-maker may occasionally put his finger, and 
move the hands back or forward as suits his will ; but that the 
universe is a living organism which implies a spiritual principle 
as its origin and its end and without which it would have no 
meaning. « 

(4) One other point in Carlyle's application of this spiritual 
view of the universe may be noted — his belief in the divimiy of 
man, "Well said St. Chrysostom with his lips of gold *the true 
Shekinah is m»n* : Where else is the Gcxl's-presence manifested 

•Bk. HI. Cli«p. VIII. 
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not to our eyes only, bat to our hearts, as in oar fellow-man ?*** 
If Carlyle does not very often refer to this thooght, he carries it 
with him continoally, it is seen in the name Duhgems which he 
gives to the hero of his first great work *'Sartor Resartas.** It 

is this conviction that there is something divine in every man 
which gives Carlyle his inextinguishable hope forthe future. "The 
Golden Age, which a blind tradition has hitherto placed in the 
Past, is Before us." He believes that the 'Kingdom of Heaven* 
will surely come, though he often thinks it is a long way off, the 
coming' of the Kingdom of Heaven is usually for him "that far-off 
divine event." 

Here we may very easily see one of Carlyle's limitations, — and 
perhaps his most serious one — he does not give sufficient weight 
to the truth that the Kingdom of Heaven is alread}' among us. 
His faith, great as it is is not always strong enough to lift him en- 
tirely above 

"The weariness, the fever and the fret 
Here where men sit and hear each other groan." 
His faith did not always overcome the world in which he 
lived with its follies and sorrows and sins. He was not alwaysable 
to allow sufficient weight to his own principle that if God is at all, 
He is in all. 

But if it be true as Carlyle holds that the spiritual life is its 
own evidence then it also contains in itself 'the promise and the 
potency* of its own triumph. A thought akin to this leads Paul 
to declare that "all things work together for good.'* And though 
Carlyle could not always remain at that high altitude yet his 
fiuth is one of the grandest things in him. "Beautifnl it is to un- 
' derstand and know that a thought did never yet die, that as 
' thou, the originator thereof, hast gathered it and created it from 
' the whole past, so thou wilt transmit it to the whole Future." 
And this is just his way of expressing the optimism of Emerson 
"One accent of the Holy Ghost 
The heedless world hath never lost." 

John Sharp. 

*Bk. I. Cbap. X. 
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III.— THE POLITICS OF DANTE. 

THE Politics of Dante, to which in this lecture I shall confine 
myself,are governed by the principle that the free operation 
of reason in the citizen cannot create the best form of the state. 
To Dante.it seemed almost a truism that anarchy and faction can 
be suppressed, and the highest good of man secured, only by the 
subjection of the whole world to the enlightened and unselfish 
rule of a single monarch. The first proposition, therefore, which 
he seeks to establish in the De Monarchia is, that, whatever be 
the subordinate organs of society, there must be "a Frioce who is 
over all men in time, or in those things which are measured by 
time." This at once gives his conception of the State and pre- 
scribes its limits. There must be a single Ruler over the whole 
human race, and his jurisdiction must not extend beyond the 
concerns of the present life and the temporal welfare of man, 
while all spiritual interests must be committed to tlie guidance of 
the Pope as the divinely appointed head of the Church. In seek- 
ing to establish this thesis, Dante gravely advances arguments 
which we can hardly read without a smile ; and indeed we should 
find it hard to understand how they could ever have carried con- 
viction to any rational being, were it not apparent that beneath 
the highly artificial form of his reasons there glowed a strong 
enthusiasm for humanity, a keen perception of the evils of his 
time, and a permanent substratum of truth. 

To show that there ought to be a single Ruler Dante appeals 
in r^;ular Scholastic fashion to " the Philsopher," i.e., to Aris- 
totle. In the Polities of Aristotle it is pointed out that " where a 
number of things are arranged to attain an end, it is fitting that 
one of them should regulate or govern the others, and that the 
others should submit." Therefore, argues Dante, we have the 
support of Aristotle for our contention that all mankind should be 
subject to a single Knler. It need hardly be said that Aristotle 
never contemplated (or a moment the possibility of a world-wide 
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empire. In the passage to which Dante refers what he is seek- 
ing to show is that nature intended the Barbarian to be a slave, 
the Greek to be master. We have here therefore a good instance 
of the uncritical way in which the medieval thinker read and ap- 
pealed to the authority of Aristotle, as he read and appealed to 
the authority of scripture. But, even supposing Aristotle had 
meant to argue from the analogy of the rule of the soul over the 
body, and of the reason over the appetites, to the rule of the 
Monarch over all men, we should now say at once that such an 
analogy proves nothing. The Greek thinker, feeling his way to 
an adequate coooeption of the state, tried to aaaimilate the body 
politic to a work of art, io which a given material is formed by 
the shaping intelligence of the artist, and the analogy prepared 
the way for a deeper comprehension of society, but manifestly no 
valid inference can be drawn in this way in regard to the form 
which a perfect state ought to assume. Some of Dante's other 
proofs are even more external and superficial. What shall we 
say of a writer who aigues that, as the whole movement of the 
heavens is regulated by one God, the whole human race should 
be under control of one Ruler ? We feel how far we have travell- 
ed from this " high priori road " of superficial analogy. So, 
when we are asked to admit that the Empire is the only perfect 
form of social order, because man being made in the image of God, 
and God being one and the human race one, there must be one 
Ruler, we simply answer that the unity or solidarity of the race 
does not involve its subjection to a single Monarch, unless it can 
be shown that in that way the unity of the race is best realized. 

Passing from this outer framework of Dante's thought, let us 
see what is the kernel of his political doctrine. The true life of 
man, he maintains, consists in the exercise of his rational 
powers, i.e., in the comprehension of the highest principles and 
their realization in the lives of men. Now this end cannot be 
attained unless the social order is fitted to secure peace and tran- 
quilUty. But how can there be peace without submission to a 
supreme authority ? The individual man is at war with himself 
when the passions are not subject to the authority of reason ; the 
&mily is a scene of discord when the authority of the iather is set 
at naught ; the village community must have its chief, the city its 
podesta, the nation its Idng. But, if we take the fiimily, the vil- 
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lage, the city, or even the nation as the ultimate unit, we shall 
never have a stable social order. Perpetual strife is inevitable if 
we stop short of an alNcomprehensive unity. So long as the ter- 
ritory of one people is limited by that of the other, the selfish | 
tendency of men will lead them to grasp at unlimited sovereignty. 
Who is to settle the disputes which inevitably arise ? If there is 
no supreme authority to which appeal can be made, wars and 
conflicts will be unending, and man will never attain the end of 
his being. Hci^ce we must have one supreme arbiter of national 
disputes, i.e., the ICrnperor. 

Again, society exists not only in order to preserve peace, but I 
to secure justice to all men. Injustice is a violation of the rights ' 
of ihdividuals, and all such violations proceed from the evil in- 
fluence of the passions, which war against reason. What is 
wanted in the perfect Ruler is that he should be guided by reason, * 
and therefore free from all merely personal desires. But where > 
shall we find such a Ruler except in a universal monarch ? A 
limited monarch will always be subject to the desire for conquest, 
and to other selfish desires which disturb the exercise of even- 
handed justice ; but the Emperor can have no temptation to wars I 
of conquest, since the only territorial limit to his dominions is | 
the sea, and he can have no other interest to engage his afTec- f 
tions but the good of his subjects ; hence he is the ideal Ruler, 
whose reason is stimulated by that pure love for others, which is 
the true incentive to justice. 

Lastly, a universal monarchy is best fitted to secure the third 
great end for which society exists, namely, the preservation of 
freedom. True freedom consists in living a noble and rational 
life. It is one of the characteristic marks of man as distinguished 
from the animals that he can control his desires by reason, in- 
stead of being controlled by them. Such a rational freedom is 
the greatest gift of God to man ; it is the necessary condition of 
all wdl-being here, and of eternal happiness hereafter. Now, i 
freedom in this sense, Dante contends, is best secured under the 
government of a single Emperor, while " democracies, oligarchies | ' 

and tyrannies drive mankind into slavery, as is obvious to anyone ^ 
who goes about among them." The Emperor, seeking only the ^ 
good of his subjects, will prescribe laws which allow men to live j 
the life of freemen. Dante distinctly insists that the Emperor ^ 
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must be the servant of all, and that the citizens do not exist for 
the good of the ruler, but the ruler for the good of the citizens ; 
and it is because a universal monarch can have no temptation to 
seek his own personal good, that the empire seems to him essen- 
tial to the we^Bie of the world. In thus maintaining the neces- 
sity of a supreme legislative anthority» Dante does not mean that ' 
all legislative i»ower is to be in the hands of the emperor, but 
only that cities, nations and kingdoms should be " governed by a 
rule common to them all, with a view to their peace." Thus, as 
he thinks, harmony will be secured between the constituent parts 
of the human rjice, all moving together with one will. In support 
of these general considerations, Dante appeals to the testimony 
of history. From the fell of man to his own day, he contends, 
the world has never enjoyed tranquillity except during the rule of 
the '* divine Augustus/' • " How the world has fared since that 
'seamless robe' has been rent by the talons of ambition, we 
may read in books : would that we might not see it with our 
eyes ! Oh, race of mankind ! what storms must toss thee, what 
losses must thou endure, what shipwrecks must buffet thee, as 
long as thou, a beast of many heads, strivest after contrary things. 
Thou art sick in both thy faculties of reason ; thou art sick in 

thine affections Not even the sweetness of divine 

persuasion charms thy affections, when it breathes into thee 
through the music of the Holy Ghost : 'Behold, how good and 
how pleasant a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.' " 
Having thus sougiit to prove that the only cure for the miser- 
able political condition of man lies in a return to universal mon- 
archy, Dante's next step is to shew that this monarchy must be 
Roman. There was a time, he says, in which he himself ascribed 
the supremacy of Rome merely to its superiority in arms, but 
deeper reflection convinced him that its success was due to the 
guidance of divine providence. He does not hestitate to apply to 
Caesar the words which he regards as originally spoken of Christ: 
*' Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing ? 
The kings of the earth stand up, and the rulers take council to- 
gether against the Lord and against his anointed.*' But he will 
do what in him lies to " break their bonds asunder and castaway 
their yoke," and therefore he will show that both reason and re- 
velation unite in establishing the sacred mission of. Rome* 
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The right of the Roman people to universal empire is proved, 
in the first place» hy the noble ancestry of their founder, Aeneas. 
*' Our divine poet, Vicgil, and Livy both testify, that in his veins 
flowed the best blood from every part of the world." Secondly, 
the Roman Empire was helped to its perfection by miracln, 
which are an attestation of the will of God. Thirdly, the Roman 
Empire was based upon right; for, neglecting their own interest, 
the Romans sought to promote universal peace and liberty. 
Their government, as Cicero says, "mi^ht have been called, not 
so much empire, as a protectorate of the whole world." The 
same spirit animated the individual Roman citizen. '* Shall we 
not say that they intended the common j^ood, who by hard toil, by 
poverty, by exile, by bereavement of their children, by loss of 
limb, by sacrifice of their lives, endeavored to build up the com- 
mon weal ?" It is thus obvious that the Roman people assumed 
by right the dignity of the empire. 

That the Roman people attained to universal dominion by the 
will of God is shown by their success, "that people which con- 
quered when all were striving hard for the empire of the world 
conquered by the will of God.'* The Assyrians, Egyptians, Per« 
sians, Greeks, all strove for the prize but foiled ; the Roman peo- 
ple succeeded, as St. Luke testifies when he tells us that " there 
went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be taxed." 

But not only is the claim to empire of the Roman people 
proved by their right and their providential success, but it may 
be established by arguments drawn from scripture. For, if the 
Roman Empire did not exist by right, Christ in being born under 
it sanctioned what was unjust ; nor can the sin of Adam have been 
punished in Christ, for Christ would not have suffered a just pun* 
ishment, if he had not been condemned to death by a duly, ap- 
pointed judge. 

So sfronj[:^1y was Dante convinced of the necessity of the 
Roman Empire to the well-beinj:^ of the race, that he has with 
difficulty suppressed his indignation against those who counten- 
ance the unrighteous interference of the Church with secular con- 
cerns, and towards the close of the second part of his treatise it 
bursts forth in fiery invective. " It is those who profess to be 
zealous for the faith of Christ who have chietiy ' raged together' 
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and * imagined a vain thing ' against the Roman Empire ; men 
who have no compassion on the poor of Christ, whom they not 
only defraud as to the revenues of the Church, but the very patri- 
monies of the Cbarch are daily seiied upon ; and the Church is 
made poor, while, making a show of justice, they yet refuse to al* 
low the minister of justice [i.e., the Emperor] to fulfil his office.*' 
And again : *' Let those who pretend to be sons of the Church 
cease to insult the Roman Empire, when they see that Christ, 
the bridegroom of the Church, sanctioned the Roman Empire at 
the beginning and at the end of his warfare on earth." After 
this outburst he goes on more calmly to examining the claims 
urged by its supporters in favor of the temporal power of the 
Church, and to give his reasons for stripping it of all its 
usurped authority. 

For those who deny that the authority of the state comes di- 
rectly from God mainly from zeal for the power of the Church, 
Dante has a certain respect, and he will therefore endeavor to 
show that their view is untenable. One of the arguments upon 
which they rely is that as the sun and the moon typify the Church 
and the Empire respectively, it is plain that the Empire receives 
its authority from the Church, just as the moon receives its light 
from the sun. But, not to mention other objections, the analogy 
proves the very opposite ; for though the moon receives light from 
the sun, both were directly created by God, which shows that the 
Empire, no less than the Church receives its authority directly from 
God, while yet the Church ought to shed its gracious influence 
upon the Empire. Other arguments from scripture are similarly 
disposed of by a " Distinguo,** but the whole method of reasoning 
is so foreign to our ways of thinking that we may pass them over 
as irrelevant. By such a method anything may be proved or dis- 
proved, the whole process being what Carlyle would call "endless 
vortices of froth-logic." 

The main argument relied upon by the champions of the 
Church Is that based upon the Donation of Constantine. Dante's 
reply is that Constantine could not alienate the dignity of the 
Empire without destroying its essential function, and therefore 
destroying the source of his own authority* , Moreover, the argu- 
ment proves too much, for it one emperor may aliens^e part of 
the jurisdiction of the empire, why should not his successors 
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alienate the whole of it ? And finally, it is contrary to the very 
idea of the Church to receive temporal power from anyone, for 
the Churcli is expressly forbidden to possess gold and silver. 
Another argument for the temporal power of the Church is that 
Pope Hadrian bestowed the imperial dignity upon Charles the 
Great, and hence all hts sncceaaon owe this dignity to the Cbarch. 
But the Pope could not confer a dignity which was not his to be* 
stow. Besides, the same line of reasoning would prove that the 
Church receives its authority from the Empire, since the Em- 
peror Otto deposed Benedict and restored Leo. 

Let us now see the positive reasons for maintaining the inde* 
pendence of the Empire and the Church. It is manifest that the 
Empire did not derive its authority from the Church, for the 
simple reason that it possessed authcHity before the Church ex- 
isted. Nor can the Church have any power to grant authority in 
secular matters, since Christ expressly affirms that His King- 
dom is not of this world. And if we consider the ends for which 
the Empire and the Church exist, it is plain that each has its own 
independent jurisdiction, and draws its authority dircrtly from 
God. Man alone of all created beings has a two-fold nature, and, 
corresponding to these, there are two distinct ends, the happiness 
of the present life which consists in the exercise of his natural 
power, and the blessedness of life eternal. The former end he may 
attain by the use of his reason, the latter can be secured only by 
transcending reason and exercising the theological virtues of 
faitli, hope and love. Hence man has need of two guides for his 
life : the Supreme Pontift, to lead him to eternal life, in accord- 
ance with revelation, and the Emperor, to guide him to happiness 
in this ivorld, in accordance with the teaching of philosophy. 
Both powers are directly ordained of God. " Yet we must not 
deny that in certain matters the Roman Prince is subject to the 
Roman Pontiff. For that happiness which is subject to mortality, 
in a sense is ordered with a view to the happiness which shall not 
taste of death. Let therefore Caesar be reverent to Peter, as the 
first born son should be reverent to his father, that he may be lU 
lominated with the light of his fether's grace, and so may be 
stronger to lighten the world over which he has been placed by 
Him alone who is the ruler of all things spiritual as well as tem- 
poral." The Empire, in a word, is paramount in its own sphere, 



Digitized by Google 



DANTE AND MEDIEVAL THOUGHT. 117 



bat it ought to be the protector of the Church, and to receive 
with all hamility the teaching of the Church in all spiritual mat- 
ters. Thus neither can come into collision with the other, while 
the temporal and eternal happiness of mankind will be effectually 
secured. 

* T have thought it well to give such a statement of Dante's 

De Monarchia as should convey some idea of its form well as 
of its content. The form is purely medieval and scholastic, and 
is totally inadequate to express what Dante had in his mind. 
For, beneath ail this barren display of school logic, there burned 
an almost fierce fervour of patriotism, or rather cosmopolitanism, 
which it would be un&ir to overlook and impossible to overesti* 
mate. What Dante longed for was that Astraa should return, 
bringing with her the reign of peace, justice and freedom ; and 
the separation of the Empire and the Church seemed to him the 
only means by which that consummation could be attained. How 
impossible and even undesirable was such a return to this ideal 
of the past, a mere glance at the course of Italian history is suffi- 

I cient to show. 

The politics of Italy was determined for centuries, as Mr. 
Symonds points out, by the failure of the Lombards to conquer 
the whole peninsula. V'enice, Ka\enna and the five cities of 
Romagna called Pentapolis were left by Alboin, their leader, in 
the hands of the Greek emperors. Rome remained independent. 
In Southern Italy they felled to get possession of Bari, Amalfi 
and Naples. Tbuft Italy tx a veiy early period was divided Into 
distinct political units, which were never fused into one till our 
own day. Now this fact had the closest connexion with the re- 
lations of the Church and the Empire. It was only after the 
• tenth century that the Popes exercised a direct influence upon 
the political development of Italy. Purified by the efforts of 

^ Henry III, the Church came to the consciousness of its power, 

and by the moutii of Gregory VTI advanced the claim to domin- 
ion "over all creatures." Thus began that conflict between the 
Church and the Empire, which ultimately proved fatal to the lat- 
ter. Meantime the cities of Upper Italy were quietly laying the 
foundations of their independence ; and when Frederick I asserted 
bis claim to dominion over the whole of Italy, they were able, by 
the aid of the Pope, to extort a recognition of their freedom. 
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And as the power of the Communes grew, so the people gradually 
gained an ascendancy over the nobles. In the conflicts of Em- 
peror and Pope the Communes of Northern Italy naturally alfied 
themselves with the Pope, in order to preserve their political itt> 
dependence. The triumph of the papacy, however, only prepared 
the way for their subjection to Tyrants, who often presented 
themselves in the guise of demagogues. The loss of fireedom in 
the Italian cities was doe chiefly to their want of cohesion ; to 
hereditary feuds, faction and bad government ; and totheimper- 
feet fusion of the noble families with the burghers. In Dante's 
day the elements of discord and disruption were in full activity, 
and we can therefore understand liow he should have sought for an 
escape from the evils, which he not only witnessed, but of which 
he was the victim, in a return to the Empire. His ideal was not 
new : it was the form which the consciousness of the unity of the 
race, first distinctly enunciated by Christianity, naturally as- 
sumed under historical conditions. The conception of the sep- 
arate jurisdiction of Emperor and Pope had struck root as early 
as the fifth century, and it never ceased to haunt the medieval 
mind. Rut, in the beginninj^ of the thirteenth century forces 
were at work which were destined to intensify these divisions 
and destroy the ideal bond of unity which had held them to- 
gether. The distinct formation of independent nationalities, the 
growth of modem languages and literatures, and the rise of a 
third estate antagonistic to the nobility, all led to a new concep* 
tion of society. The cosmopolitan spirit of the knight was unin- 
telligible to the plain burgher, and we are not surprised to find 
the chivalrous lays of the time full of laments for the glory of a 
vanished past. In the beginning of the fourteenth century, the 
old ideal of a single race, ruled by one Emperor and one Pope, 
had lost its fascination, and on its ruins the new ideal of nation* 
ality was risiu;;; into view. In the faction-ridden communes of 
Northern Italy this new ideal seemed a mere dream, and we can- 
not be surprised that Dante should turn back to the ideal of the 
past. 

The remedy of Dante for the evils of his time, as it need 
hardly be said, was based upon a false conception of the past and 
a defective foresight of the future. Not only is the universal 
Roman Empire a mere "magnt nominis umbra," but it involves a 
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false conception of true relation of the individiiel to society. The 
highest lorm of the state, as we now see, is inseparahte from 
nationality. No rater is so wise as the whole people. Dante's 
idea of an Emperor who should be the embodiment of pure rea- 
son is contradicted by all that we know of the rule of an absolute 
monarch. But, even if such a monarch could be found, a univer- 
sal empire has the fundamental defect, that it shuts out the citi- 
zen from the education which comes from personal participation 
in the government of the state. The end of the state is not 
simply to secure the prosperity of the people, but to develop the 
spiritual powers of every citizen, and in this development, as it 
seems to me, training in citizenship is a necessary factor. Dante 
did not see that even the discord and faction of his day were the 
confused expression of the strupj^le towards self-jjovernment. No 
doubt the selfishness of Guelf and Ghibelline, of Bianchi and 
Neri, was destroying the freedom of the Communes, and Italy had 
to pay dearly for its want of union and patriotism ; but it is none 
the less true that the inextinguishable desire for political freedom 
was behind it all. The political problem which the Middle Ages 
were trying to solve, was to unite the free spirit of the Germanic 
people with that reverence for law which was the great heritage 
bequeathed to the race by the Roman people ; just as its ethcial 
problem was to combine the spirit of Christianity with that de- 
sire for intellectual freedom and clearness which had come from 
Greece. And just as the latter problem can be solved only by in- 
sistbg, not merely upon the right, but upon the duty of freedom 
in speculation, involviog the freedom' to lall into error ; so the 
former problem can be solved only by the independence of the 
citizen, even when that independence is accompanied by the evils 
of (iaction and self*seeking. The reason implicit in a people will 
assert itself if it is only allowed free play. 

We must not fail to observe, however, that, if Dante would 
sacrifice the independence of the political community, it is because 
only in this way, he believes, can true freedom be found. The 
universal peace which the Empire is to bring back to earth is 
the condition of judgment and freedom ; and by freedom he 
means all that goes to the development of the higher powers of 
man. Though Dante cannot rid himself of the idea that the 
contemplative is higher than the practical life ; yet, having made 
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this concession, he practically says that the only life worth h'vin^ 
is that of the active citizen, who is at the same time interested in 
all the things of the mind. The production of wealth he does 
not regard as unspiritual, but only the selfish accumulation or 
expenditure of wealth ; and his idea! embraces all the arts by 
which man is lifted above sense. We do not find in him, as in 
Plato, a reluctant renunciation of art as an "imitation" of the sen- 
sible : he views it as a medium, through which the highest truth 
may be conveyed. This is manifest from the delight which he 
felt in music, from the value he attaches to architecture, sculp- 
ture and painting, as well as the interest he shows in even the 
form of poetry. The full development of all the powers of the 
mind is his ideal of a worthy human life. So long as this end was 
attained it seemed to him a small matter that men should receive 
their laws and institutions from a supreme authority ; nay, this 
end, as he thought, could in no other way be attained. In this 
as in all else Dante is the exponent of all that is best in medieval 
thought. Greece had bequeathed to Christendom not only the de- 
sire and the means of intellectual cultnrc, but it had also 
handed in its special gift of art, mainly through the medium of 
Roman art. It is well to remember, as Mr. Bosanquet points 
out, when we speak of the " Dark Ages," that the period from the 
fifth to the fifteenth centuries was the great building age of the 
world ; nor must we forget that the Church was the great patron 
of sculpture and painting ; and that in Dante the two streams of 
chivalric and religious poetry were united, as Giotto his contem- 
porary combines close and accurate study of nature with rever- 
ence for sacred themes. The modem world has gone ht beyond 
the medieval conception of the state and the church, but the pro- 
blem of combining culture with intellectual and political freedom 
is very fiir from being solved. 

There is another thing which we should do well to bear in 
mind. Dante's ideal of a universal empire was no doubt a dream, 
but it was one of those inspired dreams of a great mind which 
are unconsciously prophetic For, though there cannot be a uni- 
versal emperor, there ought to be, and we trust will yet be, a 
universal people. Dante failed to estimate the importance of 
nationality as the necessary step to a wider unity, for nationality 
has been the great political educator of the race. Yet he was not 
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wrong in regarding national hate as of the same essence as fac- 
tion. The highest progress of the race demands, not a " spirit 
of watchful jealousy " between nations, but a spirit of active co- 
operation in all that concerns the well-being of man. No doubt 
we are very far from the realization of universal peace, justice 
and freedom, but at least the progress of the mechanical arts, of 
political science and of philosophy ^e bringing us apparently 
nearer to it. If we take Dante's lesson to heart, we shall at least 
be led to admit that selfishness in a nation is as indefensible as 
selfishness in an individual. Like all men who fix their eyes on 
the Eternal, Dante was so enamoured of the ideal that he sought 
to anticipate at a stroke the slow progress of the ages. As Plato 
could only conceive of the perfect state as an idealised Sparta, in 
which the distinction of " mine " and '* thine " was abolished by 
the negation of individual property and even of the family ; as 
Goethe, in his passion for universal culture undervalued the prin- 
ciple of nationality, partly confusing it with that spurious but ag- 
gressive form of it which is almost indistinguishable from hatred 
of all other nations ; and as Carlyle, in his desire to put the hero 
at the head of tlie state, seemed to forget that a hero can in our 
day only be found by a people politically free ; so Dante, in the 
excess of his idealism, would bring about at once the golden age 
of the world. In one way these masters of thought were wrong, 
but in their protest against the narrow and mean ideals of their 
age, as in the large and liberal spirit by which they were animated, 
they put to shame our indifference and our enslavement to petty 
interests; and we read them ill if we forget the essential nobility 
of their aims in a perception of the inadequacy of the means by 
which they sought to attain them. 

Of Dante's conception of the Church much the same has to 
be said as of his conception of the Empire. Like all medieval 
thinkers he cannot see how the spiritual interests of men can be 
kept secure vrithout a supreme authority to decide in matters of 
faith. Freedom of thought in religious matters naturally seemed 
a contradiction to one who conceived of the Church as the iniar- 
dian of a body of doctrine which had received its final statement. 
The firee operation of the intellect, as he thought, can only mean 
freedom to &I1 into error. To us, on the contrary, it seems 
manifest that, just as there can be no perfect form of society 
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which is not based upon the free conseat of the whole people, so 
there can be no system of religions tratfa which is not the pro- 
duct of the unbiassed reason. On this point there should be no 
need to insist : the duty of private judgment is the watch-word 
of the modern world, and no Protestant can be faithless to it 
without abandoning the central principle of the Reformation. 
What perhaps requires to be emphasised rather is, that when we 
have denied the medieval separation of Church and State, re- 
ligions and secular, we can no longer regard any eccleaiastical or- 
ganization as more than one of the organs by which the Christian 
principle of universal brotherhood is sought to be realized. The 
true invisible church is therefore co-extensive with all the means 
by which men are bound more closely tof^ether and helped to be- 
come " the Lord's free men." On the other hand whatever tends 
to produce rancour and uncharitableness, and to hinder the spread 
of intellectual and spritual freedom, is the World, even when it 
claims to be the Church. Dante no doubt would have rejected 
this view, yet, in so far as the Church was for him the symbol of 
the self-sacrihcing life, it dominates his whole mind ; and it is for 
this reason that he exhibits a divine contempt for the simoniac 
popes, and paints with such force and sympathy the devotion of 
a St. Bernard or a St. Francis. 
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A STRIKING illustration of the view that all branches of 
study are but different sides of the same great truth is fur- 
nished by the relations subsisting between Philology and the His- 
tory of primitive Trade. The correlation of the forces of nature * 
has its analogy in the correlation of the sciences. So intimately 
connected are they that they reflect mutual light on each other 
and that a great advance in any one of them is accumpanied by 
a general fon\'ard movement alon^' the whole line. The old 
French proverb ' Tout est dam tuut,^ all knowledge is involved in 
each particular branch of knowledge, is not more trite than it is 
true. The knowlcdf,»e of many thinj^s is requisite to do any one 
thing well. Nor is this a case of a little learning being a danger- 
ous thing, but rather a question of turning aside from the stream 
of truth or floating on its broad current. 

It is specially in those subjects that make large use of the 
historical method that comparative philology is enabled to render 
most help. Man is by nature an historian, an investigator 
of the past. He studies the past with eager interest, that 
he may the better understand the present and forecast the future. 
With a larger body of facts before him, his inferences and gen- 
eralizations are more likely to be true. There is hardly a field of 
thought to which the historical method has not been applied and 
in which it has not yielded large results. It assumes the con- 
tinuity of the human race, that the present has its roots in the 
past, that many things in our present social condition and in our 
modern institutions are an inheritance from previous ages, and 
that for a fuller understanding of them, we must study them in 
their origin and view them in their process of formation. 

Far the larger portion, however, of man's activities lies out- 
side the pale of the historical period proper, in the unrecord- 
ed acts of prehistoric times. To the oldest or palaeolithic period, 
Archseology is the sole clue, to the ne.xt or neolithic period — that 
which preceded the dawn of authentic history, Comparative 
Philologyi if not the sole, is the chief clue. 
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Comparative Philology-, otherwise called the Science of Lan- 
guage, has often been maligned and misrepresented as but more 
or less clever juggling, and as having to do only with the corres- 
pondences of words in diffinrent languages. Many even well edu- 
cated men, but not native to the guild, are disposed to concar 
with Voltaire's definition of it where he describes etymology as 
that study in which the consonants amount to little, and the 
vowels to nothing at all. It might have been so once — it is so no 
longer. No doubt it has its infinity of little details* in which one 
may become entangled and lost, and its special laws which may 
be applied in a merely mechanical way. But it has also its body 
of large generalizations, of broad principles, wide relations and 
striking truths that illumine the dark espanse of the past, and 
flash large beams of light into the present. 

The investigation of words gives us the most reliable knowl- 
edge we can get of human life, thought and action in those ages 
which have left behind them no historical documents. The infor- 
mation thus derived from the analysis of the thought of the past, 
yields a large mass of &cts touching the occupations, modes of 
life, religious beliefs — in short, the whole political, social and. 
cultural development of those ages that preceded the historical 
period of the race. Such a wide field oi study, with its numerous 
details, could be dealt with here in only the most cursory way. Of 
the many lines of enquiry followed out in accordance with the lin- 
guistic and historical method, probably none is of more general 
interest, or more in line with our present activities, than the his- 
tory of the trade relations and the beginnings of intercourse 
between primitive races, respecting which the etymological study 
of language presents us with the following account. 

The earliest literature of Europe, namely, the Greek, gives us 
as the usual designation of a member of another race the word 
cevoCi 'stranger' or 'foreigner.* The term ^afj^a/jo;, 'barbar 
ian,* was of later origin. It is one of the acute remarks of 
Thucydides in his history, that there were no barbarians to the 
Greeks in Homer's time since there was as yet no Hellenic race 
in contra-distinction with which alone the term was used.* Now 
earlier than any Greek, or Latin, or Keltic, or Teutonic, or San- 
scrit use, is Indo-European use. And as the form of a word is 

•Tluie. 1. 14, 
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changed through the wear and tear of time» so in process of time 
is the meaning of a word changed and emptied of Its original 
content. Ik is Comparative Philology that restores at once the 

origins 1 form and the original sense. Comparative Philology tells 
us that the Greek ^cvoc is connected with the Indo-European root 
*kshen,' Sanscrit 'kshan' meaning 'to kill.' It thus yields OS 
as the earliest sense of civoc the meaning * killer.'* 

From this we can guage the civilization and intercourse of 
the earliest occupants of the Indo-European area. The vaunted 
state of nature is a state of war. Uncivilized races view each 
Other with mistrust and hostility. Hate to the stranger is the 
note of barbarism. The state of primitive society was very simi- 
lar to that of newly-discovered tribes in Africa and the Pacific 
Ocean. A survival of this hostility to aliens is found among the 
Spartans in their practice of iunflatcia or expulsion of foreign- 
ers. As the purest-blooded and most conservative race of the 
Hellenic stock, they were but perpetuating an inhorited practice. 
Homer makes mention of the man-eating Lestiygcmes. The in- 
I habitants of the Tauric Chersonese killed all ship-wrecked marin- 

ers who landed on their coasts, and made drinking cups out of 
their skulls. It is on this national custom |that Euripides bases 
the plot of his Iphigeneia in Tauris. Horace even in his day de- 
scribes our British ancestors as still fierce to strangers, 'Britannos 
hospitibus feros.' As manners became milder with advancing in- 
tercourse and civilization strangers were regarded with a less de- 
gree of animosity, yet the fact that Romans and .Greeks alike, in 
all periods of their history regarded death as preferable to exile, 
serves to indicate the Indignities that were heaped upon the resi- 
dent foreigner. It was therefore no mere empty sentiment, but 
a deep and pathetic truth to which Orestes gives utterance, when 
he says "What greater misery can betide a man than to be driven 
outside the borders of bis native land ?"t It was in fact no crime 
in the eye of the law to slay one not of the blood. Among the 
Germans no Wergeld was exacted for killing a stranger, and 
among the heathenish Russians, so tells us an Arabian historian, 
no stranger could venture without at once losing his life. 
Side by side, however, with this hostility to strangers, we find 

'O. Schrader, Handels^eschicbtc luid Wuenkunde, p. s- Tbia work ■■ a mioe of intorm&Uoa oa 
til* mb|ag^Mi2f^tba tutaisMit la ihla •nloia w* mmim «a Sohndtr** wMtaodtf . 
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prevailing the practice of guest-friendship, a feature of great im- 
portance in its bearing on primitive ethics and civilization. One of 
the formalities connected with it was the bestowment of presents. 
The guest-friend coming from another people was recognized by 
his possession of a trOft^oXov or token. That it was usual for 
the presents exchanged to be of corresponding value, we may 
infer from the comment made by the poet on the gift of Glaucns 

to his guest-friend Diomedes.* 

"Fool that be was to give gold arms for broBM, arnn worth 

a hundred beeves for arms worth nine." 

Evidently the connection points in its origin to a trade transac- 
tion, the fundamental principle lying at the basis of this friend- 
ship being that of barter, the giving of like for like. Tacitus tells 
us in his Germania, c. 21, that the same custom prevailed among 
the Teutonic tribes. " It is usual." he says, "to give to a guest 
on his departure anything he asks, and to ask of him in return a 
corresponding gift." The first step, therefore, made in the direc- 
tion of higher civilization is when the idea of exchange to the 
mutual benefit of buyer and seller takes the place of mistrust and 
hate. 

Now that we have seen how tribal and facial hostility first 
began to give way before the idea of a mntaally advantageous in> 
tercourse, we may consider how this idea could best be facilitated 
and extended. 

This was effected by the construction of roads. Road-making 
though carried to the highest pitch by the Romans was by no 
means an unknown art to the Greeks of even the earliest period, 

or to other nations. Isidorusin his 'Origines' attributes the honor 
of originating it to the Phoenicians. But the knowledge of building 
roads and streets goes back to an earlier period, and furnishes num- 
erous words to the Indo-European vocabulary. The Greek -droc — 
English path, is represented in Sanscrit by the word panthas, in 
Latin by pons, all having as their primar}' meaning road or ford, 
that of bridge being a later and secondary meaning. The mean- 
ings road and ford pass into each other, which is readily under- 
stood when we reflect that the course taken by a road was deter- 
mined by the direction of the ford. One river famous in history 
received its name from the fact that all eastern trade passed 

•HooMT. II. VI. (34. 
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over by its shallows, Euphrates coming from the Zend (Hu- 
pereta) with the meaning of ford. This same term furnishes - 
Modern Persian with its name for bridge pfiM, derived frota 
peretu (Max Miiller, Physical Rehgion, p. 365). 

A still greater advance in trade and intemationa] intercourse 
was made when the art of bridge-building was discovered. This 
belonj^s to a comparatively late period, but stil! one outside the 
historic period. So wonderful did the art appear to the Romans 
that the bridge-builder (pontifex), with his mysterious skill, was 
made a member of the priesthood, though the original meaning of 
the title had evaporated from it in historical times. How many cen- 
turies had elapsed between the earliest use of the art in Italy and 
the appearance of the Romans on the stage of history, it is im- 
possible to say. It was long enough, however, to give a new 
sense to the word pontifex^ a process not usually a brief one when 
the primacy and secondary meanings stand so far apart. Caesar 
tdls us that the Helvetii were struck dumb with astonishment 
when they found that he had crossed in one day by means of a 
bridge a river which it had talten them twenty days to cross. 

That bridge building was not an Indo-European art» but one 
peculiar to European soil, follows from the foot that no common 
term is used in the different languages of the fomily. That it was 
struck out independently by the' Germans and not derived from 
the Romans, notwithstanding the wonder of the Helvetii» may be 
inferred from the word bni^e itself. It is the German * Briicke.' 
Etymologically it is connected with the English *bf€m* in eye- 
brow, Sanscrit 'bhrus' and Greek d-fput, in the sense oi arch. 
The primary sense of ' brow ' is alone to be found in the primi- 
tive Indo-European, the secondary meaning of bridge is Teutonic. 

Already in the Greek Heroic Period regularly built and smooth 
roads, not mere tracks, are frequently mentioned. Telemachos 
and his friend Peisistratos drive in company in their chariot from 
Pylos to Sparta.* And in the Iliad in the famous comparison of 
Ajax to a skilled vaulter, as he leaps in the fight from ship to 
ship, the crowds that watch him with wonder are likened to the 
throng on a highway leading to a populous city.t 

The practice of road-making was an early one in the history 
of Greece. The necessity of easier means of communication was 

"^•Hom. Od. ill, 486. tHotn. l\. XV. 6/9. 
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felt as soon as architecture, especially the building of temples, 
whose materials must often be taken from distant places, was 
developed to some degree of skill. The religious festivals and 
the national games also served to give an impulse to the art. 

Their manner of making roads was peculiar to the Greeks and 
very different from the Roman practice. Tracks were usually 
made for the wheels alone. Except on level ground and in the 
vicinity of cities where there was great traffic, two vehicles could 
not pass. It was often impossible for a vehicle to turn out of the 
way. The road was devised for only one conveyance. Hence in 
tbe Thfiban myth the oiigin of the dispate between Laics and 
his nnrecognked son (Edipus as to the right of way, and tbe 
death of Laios In tbe quarrel that ensued (Sophocles, CEdipus 
Rex). In swampy ground a dyke was raised called 
which later became the proper term for bridge. Traces of these 
roads are still to "be clearly seen today in Greece. The inferiority 
of the Greek roads to those of the Romans is brought out by the 
different languages. While the Greeks nse the phrase 'to cut a 
road* rifwteu Sdov, the Latins use the phrase 'to fortify a road* 
(munire viam)» Inferior- as the Greek roads were, they were an 
improvement on the primitive foot-track, and commerce advan- 
ced with the opening up of these roads which had primarily a re- 
ligious end. 

The great masters of the art of road making were however the 
Romans, "they made of masonry" says the Geographer Strabo 
"even their roads, cutting down hills and filling hollows, so that 
wat^'^'ons carried the cargoes of ships". The first to be built was 
the Appian Way leading from Rome to Capua. In the time of 
the Empire, these roads were to be found in all parts of the 
Roman World, furnishing easy access for the Roman armies to 
the remotest tribes, and bringing the tribute of all nations to the 
Imperial City. So solidly were they built that in some parts of 
Europe they are still used without repair, and the word 'strata' 
street, has passed into almost every language of Rome's former 
dominions. 

It is now in order to touch on the vehicles and ai^mals used 
for the inteichange of commodities in primitive times. From the 
fact that the words for 'wagon/ 'wheel' and 'axle* with many 
other parts of the vehicle are etymologically represented in the 
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Astatic and European branches of the primitive Indo-Euro- 
pean, we iofer the knowledge of wheeled vehicles in pretiis- 
tone times. Some were possessed of only two, others of four 
wheels. The absence however of any common term for the 'spoke' 
which is represented in the most diverse ways in the different 
languages of the Arj'an stock, indicates the non-existence of the 
thin^ in primitive times. Sanscrit calls it 'ara,* Greek xur^f^, 
Latin 'radius.' It is only in the Teutonic or bordering languages 
thatwe find the etymological relations of the word 'spoke,' namely, 
0. H. G. speihha, Lettish szpykis Slavish spica, the last two pro- 
bably borrowed from the Teutons, who themselves borrowed the 
invention from the Kelts — ^the great horse-breeding race of primi- 
tive times. Wheels and axle were hewed out of the same log 
and turned together. Such were the wheels of the rude Roman 
'plaustrum,* so called from ' plaudo,' to make a noise. That an 
advance had been made even before the race-separation, so far as 
to detach the axle from the wheels, is evident from the presence 
in so many languages of the word meaning 'linch-pin.* The large 
Yiumber of words to indicate various kinds of wagons implies a 
long acquaintance with the invention. 

The Kelts especially were skilled in their construction and de- 
voted to the practice of breeding and driving horses. Among the 
many terms borrowed by the Romans with the thing itself was 
the Keltic 'car,' which through the Latin 'carrus' has passed 
into most of the languages of Europe, with the ezce])tion of those 
in the far north, where trade was done in winter, and wheeled 
vehicles were of secondary importance to the sled. 

The &vorite beast of burden in primitive times, especially in 
Europe, was the OS. The word is found represented in all the 
Indo-European languages, subject, of course, to the regular 
phonetic changes. In Sanscrit it is 'go,' Armenian 'kow,' Greek 
jSoyc, Latin *bos,' Keltic 'bo,' Teutonic 'chno,' English 'cow.' 
Not only was the ox used in agriculture, attached to the plough, 
but also for hauling loads on the roads, and in addition at all 
high festivals, religious or social, in priestly processions and at 
marriage feasts. It was better adapted by its patience and 
leisurely movements for the rude roads and vehicles of the time 
than was the more quickly moving horse. The horse, too, was 
well known from the earliest times to Indo-Europeans and 
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Semites alike, but lie was prized in the Indo-European period on 
other grounds than his utiHty in transport and commerce. As 
in the Palaeo-iithic age the horse was an object of the chase, so in 
the Neo-litbic or Indo-European age his chief value lay in his 
ilesh, hide and sinews, and in the milk famished hy the mares. 
Horses were kept in droves in a half-wild state like the iabo(m or 
native horses of Rnssia at the present day. 

The quality in the horse that chiefly attracted attention in the 
earliest times was his swiftness. This Indo-European name 'the 
swift one ' has passed into all the related languages. In Sanscrit 
it was 'asvas/ Greek Ixmc (&nroc), Latin 'equus,* Keltic *ech.* 
From the earliest period the horse ¥ras used by the Assyrians for 
purposes of fight, attached to the war chariot. The Greeks long 
afterwards adopted this practice from their eastern neighbours, 
and we find the horse frequently referred to in their earliest litera- 
ture — the Epic verse of Homer. Even there the horse is limited 
to the use of the nobles, and to the practice of driving, no men- 
tion is made of horseback riding, or of him as a beast of burden. 
At a later time when used for general draught purposes, and after 
the idea of swiftness had dropped out of sight, other names were 
adopted in the various languages, different names representing 
different functions. The Keltic 'copal,' meaning a horse for gen- 
eral purposes, passed into Latin in the form Caballus, and thence 
into the various Romance languages as Italian cavallo, Sp. 
caballo, Fr. cheval. 

Earlier than the horse for purposes of road traiiic, but later 
than the ox, was the mule. This animal, as a cross between the 
horse and the ass, was called in Greek jptovo^ ' half-ass,' also 
dpei)^ * the mountain beast.* It was esteemed as more service- 
able than even the ox and soon became a favourite. But it was 
specially in rougher and more elevated ground that it was most 
relied on. Homer tells us that the mule came into Greece from 
Asia Minor, a view supported by later Greek writers, and one 
that has been proved correct by modern investigation. 

The ass was the last of the beasts of burden to be introduced 
into Europe. Even in the earliest period of Asiatic civiliMtion it 
was known to the East. It is mentioned in the Kig-veda — the Sa* 
cred Hymns of the Hindoos — and in the earliest records of As- 
•yria, reaching back possibly four thousand years before t^ Christ 
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tian era. Neither in Homer, however, 1101 in Hesiod, who sings the 
joys and griefs of the farmer, is it spoken of as a beast of burden. 
At a later period, when its qualities became better known, it was 
much priied in Greece and Italy, and from Italy it passed into 
the rest of Europe, carrying with it its original name in the far ' 
East. As is the case of so many other culture-animals, practices 
and pkints, the origin of the aaa is to be traced to Asia. Its name 
in aU the languages of Europe is derived from the Semitic 
'a(n)thon.* Hommel,* one of the leading authorities thinks it 
probable that the animal and its name, which is ' anshu ' in As- 
syrian, are to be connected with the Euphrates valley and its 
earliest civilization. In any case it was the last of the animals to 
be used in Europe for purposes of draught, and it was certainly 
unknown to the Indo-Europeans. 

Many other points of interest present themselves for treatment 
in connection with the intercourse and first trading facilities be- 
tween early peoples, promoted by the extension of roads and the 
introduction of animals of burden, but only one other point can 
be here discussed, namely, the provision made for the entertain- 
ment of a visitor to another country. In the earliest period the 
sole refuge for the traveller lay in the hospitality of his guest- . 
friend. Inns there were none where travel was at the risk of 
life. Even when it became more common to resort to other 
countries, where a guest-friend was not within reach, food and 
shelter lay in the benevolence of some rich and large-hearted 
man. That there were such in many places, even in the earliest 
times, we may infer from what Homer>says regarding Axylos, 
and bis treatment of strangers : 

To the war he eaiM 

From nobly-built Arisba ; great hi* waalth. 
And f^eatly was he loved, for courteously 
He welcomed to bi« bouae beside the way 
AUeoBMn. 

Homer, Iliad VI. 12. 

In Italy, at a much later period, large landholders furnished 
houses for the entertainment of travellers, and assigned to their 
management trusty slaves. 

In the event of the absence of the guest-friend in Greece, 
or of some hospitable man of means and kindness, another resource 

~*fl«iiii^ DI9 v < tn ii|iwiw ^«Hm»p. i>«. 
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for the stranger was to betake himself to the smithy, ;faAx€roP', 
whose bright fire and the villac^e gossips gathered round it made 
it a preferable halting place to the fireless shed ^etr^f/, attached 
to a neif^hboring temple — the last resort when all others failed — 
cheerless but safe under the protection of the gods. The smithy 
as the only other si>ot besides the chief's hearth where the lire 
perpetually burned was a favorite place of resort. There even 
the homeless iband a refuge, as the fire was always smouldering. 
Hence in the Odyssey, XVIII, 327. the false servant maid 
Melantho enjoins her master Od3^8seiis, retamtng home in the 
gaise of a beggar to go off somewhere else to seek for shelter in 
his misery: 

O whither wanders thy distempered brain 
Tbou bold intruder on a princely train ? 
Henee to the vagntnts' rundeKvovt repair ; 
Or shun in soma black forge the midllight eir. 

At a later period the xavdoxeJov or house of general enter* 
tainment, w^as a well known institution in aU commercial cities. 

The general diffusion of inns in Europe, however, was due to the 
adoption by the Romans of the Eastern system of post-stations, 
established at an interval of a day's journey from each other, 
. along the principal roads of the Empire. In course of time the 
inns and stables connected with these stations, desif^ncd first for 
the convenience of the servants of the state, were used in the in- 
terests of the general public, for the reception of all comers and 
expediting them on their way. 

So is it the case universally. Trade and travel increase at 
the same rate and by the same route. So closely connected are 
the two ideas, that they may be considered interchangeable. As 
in the English speech a 'traveller* is at the same time a 'trader,' 
so also in Germany are the two ' Handel ' and ' Wandel ' bound 
together in proverb and in (tcU These ideas have their deep in- 
terest for us, not merely because of the barbaric conditions from 
which they simultaneously emerged, but also because of the 
greater culture, brotherhood and peace that follow in their wake. 
When they had no existence, human life had no value except 
within the narrow range of the sib, or brotherhood united by 
blood. 

With their rise commerce was born, and though it may not ap- 
pearaveiy noble thing to be a "nation of shop-keepers," yet trade is 
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beoonuqg more and more the indispensable condition of national 
progress, comfort and refinement. Though not the highest ideal 
itself, yet commerce is largely synonymous with civilization, its 
scarlet thread; and under the conditions that foster it, Hourishall 
that is highest and best in art, literature and science. 

A. B. Nicholson. 



FROM BROWNING 

IN PIUI8B OF SHBLLBV. 

SttO'treader, life and light be thine for ever ! 
Thou art gone from us ; years go by and spring 
Gladdens and the young earth is beautiful. 

Yet thy songs come not, other bards arise. 
But i!one like thee : they stand, thy majesties, 
Like mighty works which tell some spirit there 
Hath sat regardless of neglect and scorn, 
Till, its long task completed, it hath risen 
And left us, never to return, and all 
Rush in to peer and praise when all in vain. 
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See through this air, this ocean, and this eartlt, 
All matter quick, and bursting' into birth. 
Above, how high progressive Hfe may go ! 
Around, how wide ! how deep extend below ! 

'H£ Biologist approaches our subject through a study of 



-1. organised beings and the general phenomena of organic 
life. He is confronted on all sides by a world teeming with liv- 
ing organisms, and extending in an unbroken chain from the mi- 
croscopic unicellular plant or animal, to the highest complexity 
of organization to be found in the human race. 

The fertile surface of the earth is clothed with an endless va- 
riety of weeds, and flowers, and forest trees, and peopled with 
thousands of terrestrial animals, which roam over it in search of 
their food, while the rocky and more inhospitable 4>arts support 
their quota of fungi, and mosses, and lichens. 

The sea swarms with both vegetable and animal life ; not only 
in the warmer waters of the torrid ;Eone, where every surface drop 
glows with the phosphorescence of its lowly organiz^ inhabitants, 
even in its darkest depths, and adder the very shadow of theant> 
arctic ice-cap it is rich in its number and variety of strange and 
peculiar animal forms. 

And the very air, besides the innumerable insects which dance 
in the summer sun, and the birds which soar aloft, is alive with 
eggs, and bacteria, and spores of all kinds. 

To classify these living things, and to marshall them in order, 
and to describe their external appearances and their similarities 
and distinctive marks, is not the chief work of the Biologist, 
however important it may be from some points of view. 

He must endeavor to discover the origin of living things, that 
is, their mode of coming into being, or, as it is commonly called, 
their creation ; he must trace their development or growth 
through all their life-ghanges, aa4 try iq And out what intcr-rela< 
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tions, if any, connect plant with, plant, or animal with animal. 
For, from whatever point' of view we consider phnts and animals, 
we cannot avoid the conclosion that certain classes of pliints, as 
also certain divisions of animals, have many characteristics, of 
both stmctore and habit, in common. 

The task which the Biologist thus sets before himself is by no 
means an easy one ; but in its proaecntion he is very moch better 
off than the Geologist. For the Geologist cannot possibly have 
pass before his eyes the process of formation of even the most in- 
significant rock-stratum in the earth's crust, whereas the Biologist 
can trace with great ease the microscopic aiid grosser develop* 
ment of as many plants and animals as be pleases. 

Inter-relations amongst organic beings are indicated from a 
study of their anatomy, of their physiology, and especially of their 
embryology; and so strong is the evidence thus brought out in 
favor of some community of origin, that a careful investitjation 
into their mode of creation, or first presentation in the organic 
world, becomes a matter of the highest importance. 

That theory of special creations, so long believed in, in which 
everything came into existence, in the short space of six natural 
days, and in which every animal, and every plant possessed the 
form which it now has, and followed the mode of life which it 
now follows, is not tenable for many reasons, amongst which we 
may mention the following : 

The six-day theory of creation contradicts the most important 
teachings of Geology and Biology, and by thus felsifying our ob- 
servations in these subjects and our reasoning therefrom, it pre- 
sents nature to us as a something which is unintelligible, incon- 
sistent, and arbitary,' and which, instead of being characterised 
by wisdom or design, is characterised by the very reverse. 

The six-day theoiy of creation, by asking us to deny the most 
obvious experiences of our senses, experiences which in them- 
selves are marke<^by the most eminent consistency, destroys the 
basis of all science. For science is founded upon human exper- 
ience assisted by human reason ; and we can have no experimice 
of a creation which is an absolute formation of something from 
nothing, nor is it consistent with any part of our knowledge or 
with onr modes of thought. Science assumes that the universe 
ie governed by immutably iiPd eternal laws, and it rests its 
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superstructure upon this assumption as a fouiulatioa. So that in 
a series of consecutive phenomena, if some can be traced to any 
intelligible law, while others are contradictory to it, the pheno- 
mena, and whatever may be their cause, lie without the field of 
science. 

The difficulties, in the way of trying to reconcile this very 
special creation theory with the most obvious deductions from 
geological observations, are so great that of late years an attempt 

has been made towards some kind of reooncitation ' by supposing 
that the six days of creation were not natural days, but that the 
term <^y as here employed is synonymous with a great and in- 
definite period of time, having some distinctive phenomena to in- 
dicate something which might be taken for its beginning and its 
end. This to some extent gets over the geological difficulties, 
but any theory of special creations still leaves the Biological diffi- 
culties untouched. For, amongst other things, it fails to explain, 
for instance, why a frog changes its mode of respiration from 
branchia to lungs, while no animal ever makes the reverse change; 
it fails to explain why mammals should begin their embryonic de- 
velopment along the same line as fishes, and that they should 
pursue this line even unto the development of gill-arches as they 
do ; it fails to explain why the higher animals should possess 
many rudimentary organs, which to them are useless, or at times 
troublesome or even destructive, but which being fuUy developed 
in some of the lower animals, serve for these an important pur- 
pose. And it fidls completely to explain the hundreds of peculiar 
adaptations of animals and plants to their environments, or it at- 
tempts to explain them by a theory of design, which, although 
once in great repute, is in actuality opposed to observed bets, 
and which, by making the whole universe subservient solely to 
the benefit and enjoyment of man, is egoistic in conception. 

The Biologist believes that nature is a manifestation of intelli- 
gence, and therefore intelligible, for wherever he has formed a 
sufficiently intimate acquaintance with any part of it, he is able 
to understand its processes and to comprehend the wisdom dis- 
played. 

This does not mean that nature has no mysteries ; for what 
the Biologist does not understand is to him, as yet, a mystery, 
and la this sense, nature may be said to be nearly all mystery. 
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The growth of a plant from a seed is a mystery, but the fact that 
the same seed always produces the same plant, and not another, 
brings the operation within the domain of an intelligible law. 
Moreover, he t^lieves that the solution of many of these myster- 
ies is oqjy a matter of time, and a happy combination of circum- 
stances combined with sufficient powers of comprehension. And 
although he cannot expect to fathom the infinite, yet he has no 
doubt that when a solution to any of these present mysteries 
comes, the solution will reveal the fact that all processes are as 
oonfoimable to immutable laws as are the motions of the heaven- 
ly bodies. 

If nature is intelligible its operations must be in harmony 
with oar intelligence, and this requires, as one of the first things, 
that nature shall be subject to the great law of continuity, or that 
the universe shall be a unit in the sense that the present must 
in all cases be connected with, and be developed out of the past. 

The most abstruse theorem of mathematics involves the pri- 
mary elements of number and space, and can involve nothing but 
these and their relations, although by a continuous generalising 
and amplifying process we rise from the very simple to the very 
complex. 

We who are growing in years involve in our present oiganixat- 
ion all the influences which have been brought to bear upon our 
past lives, and not these only, but also those which have afGected 
the lives of our ancestors through a long series of past generations. 

So the Biologist expects to find in his science, that the almost 
infinite complexity existing in organic nature, is but the develop- 
ment of the potentiality which once existed in the humblest cell, 
and that this development has been carried on throughout the 
long ages of time which have passed away since the first living 
thing appeared upon the earth, and which, while consisting mainly 
of cell multiplication and differentiation, has been due to causes 
which form a part of the very necessities of the universe itself. 
In other words, the Biologist holds that organic nature of today 
is but organic nature of yesterday so transformed as to be adapted 
to any minnte changes of environment which may, in the mean 
time, have taken place. 

But this statement forms quite a complete expression, al- 
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though a very brief one, of the theory of evolution — a theory as 
wide in its application as it was f^reat in its conception. 

The Biologist believes in the theory of evolution, because in 
one branch of his subject, embryology, he sees tfeese processes of 
transformation being carried on under his scrutinizing observat- 
ion, and lower forms being built up into higher organisms. 

The microscope reveals to him a new world, in which all the 
functions and processes of life are confined within '* the small di- 
mensions of a point," and these cells, as they are called, though 
always small, have different orders of minuteness. 

Every living thing in one stage of its existence is a single cell, 
and countless millions of these never rise higher. These one- 
celled organisms, which can be called neither plant nor animal, 
play an important part in the operations of nature, and new dis- 
coveries are continually being made in regard to them. Many of 
them are benevolent to the higher animals and plants, assisting 
in their nutrition and growth, while others, as the cholera bac- 
terium, are more terrible, in their destruction, than an army with 
banners. 

The single cell, if designed to go higher, divides into two, and 
each of these into two again, and so on, and thus tissue is formed. 
From tissues are built up organs ; and from organs, the com- 
pleted animal or plant, the position of the final product in the 
scale of organic beings depending chiefly upon the extent to 
which the cell development is carried oat daring the embryonic 
stage of the creatore's life. 

We do not know in yubikt age or in what form life first appear- 
ed apon the earth, but in all probability it was in a nnicellular, 
or possibly a molecular form, and before the advent of the Silurian 
age. At any rate the only remains which mark' the earlier part 
of the old Silurian are those of low fungi, and seaweeds, and sim- 
ply constituted animals of the protocoan type. Somewhere along 
the border land, which separates the Silurian from the overiying 
Devonian, vertebrated animals first make their appearance in the 
Ibrm of crudely constituted cartilaginoas fishes. Thence, as we 
go upwards in geological formations, or come forward in time, 
follow in succession the serpent, the bird, the lower mammals, 
the quadrumana, and finally man. 
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Now, long and carefully conducted observations upon the em- 
bryology of an animal have shown, that, in its embrj'onic develop- 
ment, it recapitulates, or passes though, the stages which are 
common to the pharacteristic classes of aninuils beneath it. Thus 
the mammal, in its embryonic development, simulates respec- 
tively the fish and the serpent before it finally takes on the mam- 
malian form ; or rather, it passes through the piscine and repti- 
lian forms in arriving at the mammalian form. 

Reasons why are very difficult things to get at» but, from the 
hd that reptiles came into being before mammals, and fish be- 
fore reptiles, we would infer that this peculiar phenomenon is 
explainable on the assumption that somewhere during the past 
life of the universe, mammals have been developed from the pis- 
cine form, through the reptilian* form. 

Amongst the thousands of peculiarities of organic life which 
here find their explanation, we shall refer only to what are known 
as reversions, in which an animal appears to revert, in one or 
more of its characterics, to some near or remote ancestral form. 
A peculiar and very instructive example of this has occurred in 
several well developed cases, in which human beings have been 
born with rudimentary gill-arches upon the sides of the neck. 
The true explanation is not that there has been anything like a 
reversion, or going hack in form, but that there has been a want 
of proper development in those parts which appear to be rever- 
sions. 

Without pursuing this part of the subject into further detail, 
I think that it will be readily seen that to the Biologist creation 
is not a single act or a single series of acts confined by limitations 
of time or space, but that it is continuous and universal. The 
process of creation began for this earth when the planet began to 
condense from its " fiery nebula," and the process has been con- 
tinued ever since. And as soon as this earth became a fit abode 
for life the living organism began, and its development has been 
an unceasing creation which is being carried out as actively to- 
day as it was a thousand or a million years ago. 

Again, the Biologist believes in the principle of evolution, be- 
cause it gives a direct and reasonable explanation of the wonder- 
ful and peculiar plant and animal adaptations so plentifully dis- 
tributed throughout the organic world* 
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Mediaevel theologians and philosophers held to that theocy of 
design wherein the forces and conditions of inanimate nature 
were supposed to have been so created as to be exactly adapted, 
in temperament and disposition, to the needs ol animals and 
plants in all their forms of life. Volumes were written in the de- 
scription and laudation of the wonderful beauty of this design, 
when a few careful observations, made without prejudice, and 
thought out to their logical conclusions, would have shown the 
writers that their whole theory of design was untenable. For, in- 
asmuch as this theory held to the permanency of species and 
of specific forms, it required also a permanency or fixity In the 
conditions which surround the existence of organic life. But in- 
stead of these conditions ever having been fixed ones, they are 
now and always have been characterized by incessant, and at 
times, extreme variations. And instead of the conditions adapt- 
ing themselves to the needs of the organic being, the latter must 
accommodate itself, as best it can, to the ever-changing condi- 
tions, or cease to exist. Hence, from the Biologist's point of 
view, organic life may be likened to a piece of somewhat hardened 
wax. If a great stress be brought to bear upon the wax, it will 
be broken into bits or even crushed into powder ; but when it is 
subjected to a moderate and continuous pressure, the wax may 
be moulded into any desired form, and be made to accomodate 
itself to the most intricate markings of the die. 

In like manner organic life may be said to be more or less | 
plastic. If any great change takes place quickly in an animal's 
environment, the animal will not in general be able to accommo* 
date itself to the new order of things, and will accordingly be 
swept out of existence, as hundreds of species have been in the 
past. Such a state of matters prevailed at the coming in of the 
great ice age, when the animals inhabiting the regions affected 
by it were forced to migrate, or, when that was impossible, to be- 
come extinct. 

But if the change in environment be sufficiently gradual, 
which is the normal case, the animal or rathfer the race, will 
undergo any amount of transformation in order to satisfy the 
requirements of the changing conditions of life. And as these 
conditions are always undergoing change in some way or other, it 
follows that animal races are being perpetually more or less 
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transformed ; and there does not seem to be any reason for set- 
ting a limit to the amoivit of transformation which may take 
place. 

In short, the circumstance that a greater degree of adaptation 
to its surrounding condition is the only thing which gives one 
animal an advantage over another, in the great struggle for exist- 
ence which is continually going on, compels, as a matter of ne- 
cessity, that the victorious animal should adapt itself more nearly 
to its environment than its vanquished opponents had done, and 
hence that change, and not fixity, should characterise the organic 
world. And this in reality embraces the whole principle of or- 
ganic evolution. 

Having given this brief sketch of the principle ofevolutkm, 
and of the observed fitcts upon which the the theory rests, let as 
consider how it affects the question of the age of the earth. 

Man, according to the Biologist, whatever he may be morally 

and spiritually, is physically related to the lower animals, and is 
but the ]q^t link in that chain of development which extends from 
the beginning of terrestial life up to the present time. And for 
this reason, amongst others, we choose him for our first subject. 

In the British museum there are Egyptian mummies dating 
all the way from 2000 years to 4500 years B.C* So that upwards 
of 6400 years ago the Egyptians were sufBciently civilized to dis- 
cover and to practice the art of embaUning, and hence to under- 
stand the art of weaving, and of working at carpentry, and of 
ornamenting the articles produced, for these mammies are wrap- 
ped in linen bandages, and th«r cases are made of wood joined 
together, and bearing hieroglyphics and picture drawings. Now 
civilization is a product of evolution, and all observations go to 
show that evolution is a slow process. And as the Egyptians did 
not come into a state of civilization at one bound, it is safe to in- 
fer that civilization in Egypt had made some progress as early as 
7000 years ago, and probably much earlier. 

But, long before a civilization like that of early Egypt appear- 
ed man existed upon the earth in savage and semi-savage states, 
m what are known as the Palasolithic and Neolithic ages. No 
history or historical monuments reach back to these remote ages, 
and we infer that man existed in these times only from the im- 
plements and markings which he has left behind him. For the 
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animal that sought his shelter and protection in caves, and knew 
the Qse of fire, and manuiactared his instruments of offence and 
defence by chipping quarts nodules, and in later times polishing 
the products of his ingenuity, and that was capable of scratching 
rude figures upon the bones of his victims, can be placed amongst 
no class of beings but man. 

Now it is seen from observations on races whose known his- 
tory extends backwards for some thousands of years, that al- 
though these races are ready enough, in some cases, to copy a 
part of the civilization with which they are brought into contact, 
they have not been able, by their own efforts to work out a much 
higher state of civih'zation than that which they inherited from 
their remotest ancestors. 

In fact the growth of civilization may be compared in some 
ways to that of a tree. When the tree begins its career as a 
young and tiny plant the adverse influences are so strong as 
compared with the vigor of the growing organism, that for some 
time any real progress may be slow and even doubtful. But when 
once the sapling has struck its roots deeply into the firm soil and 
reared its head into the higher and purer atmosphere, its growth 
is assured, and in its vigor it adds on more substance in a single 
year than it did in Rve years of its weak and immature exist- 
existence. 

Thus we cannot believe but that extremely long periods of 
time were required to advance man from the Palaeolithic to the 
Neolithic period, and thence onwards to the earliest form of 
civilisation of which we have any knowledge. Bat if this latter 
civilization has been in existence for somewhere about ten thou- 
sand years, or if it has taken that time to bring the civilisation of 
the race from its primitive stages up to the present form, how 
many years must have elapsed since man first began to use fire 
and chip flint nodules ! Surely from fifty to a hundred thousand 
years is not a wild or a careless estimate. 

But we started with man. And when we bear in nttnd that, 
according to the Biological theory of evolution, man must have 
been evolved from some lower form, and that again from a form 
still tower, until we come back to the mass of formless protoplasm 
living in primeval seas or swamps or marshy places, we are forced 
to the conclusion that the Biologist is even more exacting than 
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the Geologist is, in his demands for time in which to build op the 
pristine and naked earth into the wonderfiil and beautiful 
world which we see it to be. 

As, then, the Geologist and the Biologist appeaf to be a tfait 
in their demands for a greater length of time than the physicist 
finds himself able to grant to them, and the arguments of the for* 
mer appear to be logical in their form and forcible in their aocit- 

mulation, it becomes worth while to enquire if the physical argu- 
ments are in every respect trustworthy ; if the physical theories 
of space and of energy are as satisfactory as they might be, and 
if there are no discrepancies between these theories and any 
known physical phenomena. As a complete discussion of this sul>- 
ject would take us too far afield we must confine ourselves to a 
few brief remarks. 

On the assumption that the force of gravitation, as we know 
it, extends throughout the universe and is an essential part of it, 
it is generally supposed that the motions of the heavenly bodies 
are such as can be accounted for by the attractions of other 
bodies, taken either individaally or collectively. Bat knowing 
approximately the mass of the visible universe, in as for as it can 
seriously affect the motion of a body passing through it, it is not 
an impossible task to calculate, upon the basis of the received 
theory of gravitation^ the greatest possible velocity which could 
be given to a moving body, such as a star, by the combined at- 
tractions of the whole visible starry system. Thus the velocities 
of the planets in their orbits are dependent upon the mass of 
the sun and upon the distances of the planets from the sun, and 
the motion of the solar system through space is probably due, in 
like manner, to the various attractions of the nearer constella* 
tions. 

But there are stars, of which the one numbered 1830 in 
Groombridge's catalogue is a notable example, whose velocity 
through the starry system far transcends the maximum calculated 
velocity. The star 1830 Groombridge is now in our visible sys- 
tem, but it cannot always be so, for its velocity is so great ihal the 
combined attractions of aU the stars in the visible universe are 
not sufficient to deflect it into a closed orbit. Hence, as for as 
we can see, it must, after the lapse of an immense time, pass 
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away and become a wanderer in the distant and invisible depths 
of an unknown and possibly infinite space. 

As the observations establishing the existence of this great 
velocity are altogether trostworthy, it appears that gravitation is 
but a part of some greater but unknown law under which such 
anomalies must be explainable, or that the universe is subject to 
different laws in different parts. But whatever the cause may be, 
the extreme velocity of these so-called runaway stars, has at pre- 
sent no satis&ctoiy physical explanation. 

Again, almost every person is acquainted with the phenom- 
enon known as an electric storm, when the northern aurora takes 
on, at times, a peculiar ruddy hue, and its streamers, iq these 
climates at least, extend up to and sometimes appear to meet in 
a sort of corona at the zenith ; and when, instead of being con- 
fined to the northern portions of the sky, the auroral display ex- 
tends wholly or pretty well around the visible horizon. 

On such occasions there is an immense amount of energy dis- 
played, chiefly in the form of electric and magnetic action. The 
compass needle is powerfully affected, being swayed irregularly 
from side to side, and at times being turned completely around. 

In the present day electric or magnetic energy is capable of 
being measured in amount just the same as any other form of 
energy, and its equivalent can be expressed in terms of heat. 
And it has been shown that the energy displayed in one of these 
large magnetic storms, which lasts, at the longest, not more than 
about twelve hours, is equal in amount to all the heat received by 
the earth from the sun in a period of three or four months. 

What, then, is the source of this eneigy ? It does not appear 
to come from the earth, as no sensible change is induced in the 
mean temperature of the earth's crust, nor is any sensible change 
experienced in the temperature of the atmosphere, or in the after 
course of meteorology ; and it is highly improbable that it comes 
from the sun, as it is not possible to conceive how thft ritt, at 
which the sun emanates energy, could be so suddenly and so 
enormously increased, and for so short a period of time, and then 
fall back to its normal state, and leave not a trace of the unwonted 
commotion behind. And all that can be said at present is that 
the physical theory of the universe as at present held does not 
satisfactorily explain this unique phenomenon. 
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Again, energy is the capability of doing work, and in the pby> 

sical theory the total amount of energy in the universe is believed 

to be unchanged, while it is also held that energy can undergo a 
kind of degradation, known as the dissipation of energy, under 
the influence of which all the energy of the universe may become, 
in time, so degraded as to be totally, inapplicable to the doing of 
any kind of work. To make this plainer — the sun radiates heat 
to the earth, and this heat is the energy which builds up the tissues 
of plants, and raises the water by evaporation, and spreads it into 
clouds above our heads. 

This water falls upon the high land, and collecting into rivu- 
lets, and streams, and rivers, runs downwards into the sea from 
which it came. In its downward course the water is slightly 
heated by the friction of its own molecules, by contact with the 
sides and bottom of the channel, and by falling over a precipice 
into the sea ; and nearly all the energy, by which the water was 
raised from its ocean home, is thns changed into a form of low 
heat, which, instead of being all returned to the sun to recoup his 
loss, is radiated away into space and made inavailable. And thus 
in time the sun will practically die, by having parted with all its 
available energy, and all life and action now depending on the 
sun's heat will end. Or, as an eminent scientist has put it—" As 
probably there was a time when the sun etisted as matter diffused 
through space, the coming together of which matter has stored 
up its heat ; so probably there will come a time when the sun, 
with all the planets welded into its mass, will roll, a cold, black 
ball through infinite space." 

If this is so, then, the time will probably come when all the 
millions of stars that twinkle by night will grow dark and die, 
and the universe become a system of extinguished suns ; 
As when some forest tire scathes the upland hills 
And leaves a wilderness of blackened boles, — 
Where erst the pine and fragrant cedar grew, — 
And clothes the landscape in a robe of death. 
If this is the course of nature, and the universe is not com- 
paratively a new creation, some trace should be discernible of 
great systems moving through space, and which have already 
grown cold and dark. But nothing to suggest such a thing has . 
ever been detected, for the variations of a star like Algol cannot 
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be explained upon such a hypotbesis. It may be said, in fact, 
that, although this consummation of the ODivierse is a logical de- 
duction from the physical theory of energy, as now held, it is al- 
most certain that it is not the correct one ; and it is altogether 
probable that the physical theory is too imperfect to adnnit of 
being pushed to extreme cases. 

The physicist finds it necessary, in order to explain rationally 
the phenomena of radiant light and heat and electrical pheno. 
mena, to assume the existence of a somctliing called the lumini- 
ferous ether, which fills all space and which is endowed with cer- 
tain properties. The existence of this ether is as satisfactorily 
proved as the existence of matter. For we can know matter only 
through the phenomena which it manifests, and the phenomena 
due to the ether, or certainly not due to gross matter, are as 
numeroas and as trustworthy as those which belong to matter. 

Whether the ether is but a form of extremely rarefied matter, 
as has been held, or whether matter is but an aflection of the 
ether, as is held to some extent to-day, is not known ; and pro- 
bably cannot be known until physicists come to know much more 
about matter and ether than they do at present. But the pro- 
perties which the ether must possess, in order to serve the pur- 
.poses of its creation, are not the properties of matter as we know 
it. For the ether must be impondervble, it must suffer displace- 
ment without friction, and it must be capable of transmitting 
energy with enormous velocities—properties not belonging to 
crude matt^. 

It appears, then, that space is not a vacuum, but a plenum, 
filled with the luminiferous ether, and that of the many possible 
properties of this ether, we know only a few. Hut it is bcq^inning 
to be suspected that, just as the sea is the source and home of all 
the water in the world, and the earth is the great fountain of 
electricity, so the either is the infinite reservoir of all energy, into 
which all is poured, in the forms of heat, electricity, &c., but 
which may exist in it in some form unknown to us, in which 
nothing is lost, and out of which all energy is drawn. Our avail- 
able space does not permit us to pursue this subject further, but 
it is almost certain that along this line will be found the explana- 
tions of the discrepancies already alluded to. We think we have 
^aid enough to s^QW (ba^ the physjcist 19 in no b^tt^ f position tq 
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dogmatize upon the age of this earth than the Geologist and 
the Biologist are ; and that to him as to others the final consum- 
mation of the universe is a scaled book, until he knows more 
about the primary source of cncr^^y, and of the destiaation of that 
which he considers to be degraded and dissipated. 

N. F. Dupuis. 



THE IDEAL iN ART. 

HIS mind (Hogarth's) had feet and hands but not wings to fly 
with. There is a mighty world of sense, of custom, of every- 
day action, of accidents and objects coming home to us, and interest- 
ing because they do so ; the gross, material, stirring, noisy world of 
common life and selfish passion, of which lIo^Mrth was absolute lord 
and master : there is another mightier world, that which exists only 
in conception and in power, the universe of thought and sentiment, 
that surrounds and is raised above the ordinary world of reality, as 
the empyrean surrounds this nether globe, into which few are privi- 
leged to soar with mighty wings outspread, and in which, as power is 
given them to embody their aspiring fancies, to "give to airy nothing 
a local habitation and a name," to fill with imaginary shapes of 
beauty or sublimity, and make the dark abyss pregnant, bringing that 
which is remote home to us, raising themselves to the lofty, sustain- 
ing themselves on the refined and abstracted, making all things like 
not what we know and feel in ourselves, in this " ignorant present" 
time, but like what they must be in themselves, or in our noblest idea 
of them, and stamping that idea with reality (but chiefly clothing the 
best and the highest with grace and grandeur) : this is the ideal in 
art, in poetry, and in painting. When Meg Merrilies (in Scott*8 Guy 
Maunering) says in her dying moments — ''Nay, nay, lay my head to the 
East," what was the East to her ? Not a reality, but an idea of dis- 
tant time and the land of her forefathers ; the last, the strongest and 
the best that had occurred to her in this world. Her gipsy slang and 
dress were quaint and grotesque ; her attachment to the Kaim of Dern- 
cleugh and the wood of Warroch was romantic ; her worship of the 

£ast wa? i<i^(ii'—fifi*MHi 



THE RELATIONS OF COLONIAL BRITAIN TO THE 

EMPIRE. 



^ I "^H E close sympathetic interest with which the proceedings 
of the Intercolonial Conference have been followed in 
' Great Britain, indicates the completeness of the change which 
has taken place in public opinion there in regard to the political 
and commercial importance of the colonies. The incidents 
which marked this change will form a chapter in colonial history. 
A quarter of a century ago the tendency towards a prqtcctive • 
policy on the part of some of the colonies had the effect of reviv- 
ing amongst the commercial community of Great Britain the old- 
time impression that the colonies had been planted and fostered 
solely for the extension of British commerce. Self government 
had been conceded to these colonies and under it they had exer- 
cised their rights by imposing customs dues on British as well afs 
foreii^n prodncts--at first to raise revenue* but afterwards, in the 
case of some, to encourage local production as well. Political 
empathy in Great Britain inclined towards the British merchant 
whose market was being seriously curtailed, particularly in Can- 
ada, where the competition of the American manufacturer waft 
tending still further to diminish imports from the mother country. 
As discussion increased, feeling in political circles in England 
more especially among the Liberals became intensified, and dur- 
ing the r^me of the Gladstone ministry of 1868-74, Canada at 
least, among the Colonies, was given to understand that if 
friendly separation were desired, the government of Great Britain 
would not place difhculties in the way. 

Such a serious statement from an Imperial source could not 
fail to produce an impression on the Dominion Government of 
the day and on the people of Canada. The Minister of Finance 
in his budget speech in 1874, openly spoke of the struggle for the 
possibility of carrying out a distinct national existence. His 
utterances had with them the air of authority, but they failed to 
bring out any sympathetic response on the part of the Canadian 
people. Rebuffs and reverses generally force to the surface the 
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true mettle of men. The undercurrent of feeling in both Great 
Britain and the different Colonies was found to be distinctly im- 
perialistic in tone. Men of broad views like Lord Salisbury, 
Lord Carnarvon, Lord Koseberry, Lord Derby, Hon. E. Stan- 
hope and Hon. W. E. Forster, in Ent^land, Sir Henry Parkes in 
Australia, and Sir J. A. Macdonald in Canada, strongly com- 
batted the idea of a dismantled kingdom, and pleaded for a more 
united and stronger empire. Eventually they awakened the 
popular feeling. Their views, already frequently before the pub> 
lie, attracted wide attention in the autumn of 1884, on the occa- 
sion, both of the dinner given in London to the Canadian Pre- 
mier then on a visit to England, and of the very influential meet- 
ing held also in London, at which an association for the promo- 
tion of Imperial Federation was established. To the efforts of 
this Imperial Federation League and of the previously formed 
Colonial Institute, as well as of the various commissioners and 
a^nts general who have represented the Colonies in London 
during the last two decades, has been due not a little of the in- 
formation about the Colonies and of the improved feeling towards 
them now so prevalent in Great Britain. 

The immediate practical outcome of this increased interest in 
colonial affairs was three fold : — the Colonial and Indian Exhibi- 
tion of 1886, which through the great assemblage of industrial 
products brought thus together showed to the two to three mil- 
lions of its visitors the immense resources of the empire ; the 
founding of the Imperial Institute, to which so many sections of 
the empire contributed ; and the Intercolonial Conference of 1887, 
convened in 1-ondon by Hon. E. Stanhope, the Secretary of 
State, for the discussion of questions of miUtary defence and pos- 
tal and telegraphic communications. 

But other forces were also at work to conciliate even the 
commercial community. When Belgian iron appeared in Staf- 
fordshire and German cutlery in Sheffield, though there was not 
much weakening of free trade theories, there was more sympathy 
with the Canadian manufacturer, who had to battle with the 
overproduction of the American market. 

The Intercolonial Conference held at Ottawa in July last is 
the latest outcome of the desire for a closer b9nd of union, and 
taking place at a time when the Imperialistic sentiment was 
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stronger, it attracted wider attention and is destined to secure 
more practical results than the London Conference of 1887. 
Convened by one of the colonies, it had also a greater official im- 
portance because it met the strong view expressed by Lord Salis- 
bury, when premier, that the colonies themselves must take the 
next step towards closer unioD. Preferential trade and quicker 
direct communications by cable and steam were the themes of 
the Conference. These, carried into effect, will form the basis 
of a present quasi-union, and will, through riper intercourse and 
a better appreciation by the different sections of each other's 
sources, develope a closer bond. Time will smooth over difficuK 
ties which now appear formidable and will afford the opportunity 
for moulding men's thoughts to suit the coming change. 

And now that the occasion has been so widely given for dis- 
cussing the conclusions of the Conference, what may be considered 
as the view of the people of Great Britain in regard to them, and 
what the view of the Colonists themselves ? Federation in the 
wider sense of an empire with a common tariff, and of Colonies 
with a full representation in the Imperial Parliament, has long 
since been considered, under present conditions, impracticable. 
Discussion has, however, now shown, on the one hand, that 
the Imperial Government would be supported by public opinion 
if it aided the cable and steamship proposals, and, on the other, 
that probably all of the colonies would be disposed to differentiate 
in trade matters in favour of one another and of the mother 
country. From all sides comes also the belief that quicker and 
more direct communication and better trade relations, if they can 
be arranged between the different parts of the empire, will lead to 
the intensifying of the national sentiment ; to the drawing closer 
of the bonds which tend to make the people of the Colonies feel 
that they form part of the empire and not a mere adjunct ; and, 
ultimately, perhaps, to all parts of the empire acting more tn con- 
cert with each other in dealing in the questions of diplomacy and 
defence. 

These are the anticipated results, but other indirect effects 
must follow. Hitherto the trend of emigration frt^m the UnKed 
Kingdom has been strongly towards the United States, and n^ 
altogether to the advantage of the empire. The leading elements 
in the current have (le^n Iqsht w)|o %qq M bM M' 
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ings of norest iatensified in the new world into open dislike for 
the empire which they had left behind. Those of the same race 
emigrating to the Colonies have made good and loyal citisens. 
Seeing, then, that sending to the Colonies those who will prove 
friends is better than planting possible enemies in a friendly foreign 
state, what is the great influence the Colonies under more closely 
knit bonds can exert in attracting immigration ? Are not a 
brighter future and a home, if possible, among frien<ls, the j^oals 
of the emigrant? Quite apart, then, from tht- effect of alien 
labor laws in the United States, must not the current to some 
extent be diverted to the colonies under the intluence of expand- 
ing trade, ^'reater demand for labor, better information about the 
Colonies, and increased interest in the empire ? 

Still another effect of closer relations will be the diversion to 
the colonies of a share of the surplus capital of the United King' 
dom, which has hitherto so freely gone to foreign countries. Im> 
proved relations mean more opportunities for trade, and expand- 
ed trade means more numerous and more remunerative outlets 
for capital. Here, if we afford a measure of safety, lie the attrac- 
tions to British capital. Great Britain's investments in foreign 
countries have been vast, it is difficult to even approximate 
their amount, but a partial puide is the London Stock Exchange 
Daily List. From it we learn that the foreign government se- 
curities, payable in London, England, aggregate nearly $j,(KX),- 
000,000, and if to this be added an estimate of the amount held 
in the country ot the same securities quoted on the Stock Ex- 
change, but payable in foreign capitals, a sum of not less than 
$5,000,000,000, and it may be much more, represents British in- 
vestments at their par value in foreign government securities 
alone. Unfortunately most of these obligations stand at a heavy 
discount. Colonial governments, on the other hand, are repre- 
sented in the same lists by a sum slightly exceeding $1,300,000,000, 
and it is to the credit of these Colonies that, probably without an 
exception, their obligations stand at a premium — in some a large 
premium — on the price at which they were issued. Again, the 
quoted stocks and bonds of foreign railways floated in London — 
excluding those of the United States— aggregate a sum of over 
$760,000,000, and if to this be added — what must be mere con- 
jecti^r^— pip aiftoqpt ecjuaj \q one-third Qf tjie wW^y stocks and 
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and railway bonds of the United States quoted on the list, 
as repicsciUiiif,' the British share in the investments, we 
have towards $2,200,000,000 as Great Britain's contribution to 
the building,' of forcif^'n railways. Its contribution to Indian and 
Colonial railways together, amounts to only $800,000,000. With- 
out touching upon other industrial enterprises, or upon municipal 
loans, these somewhat conjectural figures sufficiently show the 
extent to which British capital has flowed into foreign channels 
in the past. 

These are results which may be termed internal to the empire. 
There are results which may be termed external. One is the 
greater moral eflect which an empire dominated by people chiefly 
of the same race and united for defence as well as in commercial 
interest, must have upon the nations. Such an assemblage of 
st'ates, colonies and dependencies with their vigorous and increas- 
ing populations, occupying sections in every quarter of the globe 
and under every climate and producing or able to produce almost 
every known industrial product, must have an importance as a 
diplomatic and moral influence in the world outside. This influ* 
ence will arise not only from the strength and unity of a great 
empire, the command of the vast resources which it possesses, 
and the courage and energy of its people, but also from the spirit 
of justice, which, in these later days, more and more inspires its 
dealings with other empires and states. This influence can only 
be for good in the councils of nations, and in the public opinion 
of their people. 

Preferential trade is the proposal from the Conference, which 
presents the greatest difficulty to the English mind. It involves 
questions of markets, of treaties and, pcriiaps above all, of prin- 
ciple. Of Great Britain's imports, 77 per cent, is to foreign 
countries and only 28 per cent, to the British possessions. A 
preferential tax would considerably aflect the proportions and 
help, it is true, the British possessions, but it might raise 
prices, and that is what Englishmen fear. The artisan dreads a 
tax, however light, on food products, the manufacturer fears lest 
a duty on his raw material may increase the cost of the finished 
product and hamper him in competition both at home and abroad, 
whilst the politician and manuCeicturer alike are apprehensive of 
retaliation in duties, which might result in foreign markets. 
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Again, Great Britain derives certain trade advantages from the 
continuance of the German and Belgian treaties. How far would 
these be counter-balanced by corresponding advantages were the 
treaties abrogated at the request of the Colonies ? Differential 
trade, however, disturbs the principle of free trade, and the aver- 
age Englishmen who, born and brought up in the atmosphere of 
free trade, and relegating arguments to Peel, Cobden and Bright, 
knows only that the island has prospered since the budgets of 
1842-5 and the repeal of the Com laws, has come to believe that 
a great principle is involved almost sacred to the nation. 

We can sympathize with the drift of thought in the English 
mind. Just at this jnncture, however, is there not a nobler prin- 
ciple involved, worthy of even some sacrifice to maintain ? There 
is the evolution of the nation as well as the evolution of man and 
of mind. The Colonies are reaching political manhood. Ave the 
people of Great pritain conscious of the opportunity offered them 
of taking the leading part in- building up and consolidating a 
greater empire ^ " Great economic and social forces," says the 
biographer of Cobden, "flow with a tidal sweep over communi- 
ties that are only half conscious of that which is befalling them. 
Wise statesmen are those who fore-see what time is thus bringing, 
and endeavour to shape institutions, and to mould men's thought 
and purpose in accordance with the change that is silently sur- 
rounding them." The tide of Imperialism is on the flow, and he 
is the wise statesmen who will take advantage of this tide in 
earnest effort to consolidate the empire even though some sacri* 
fice is involved. 

And after all, is the saci iiice great ? At the extraordinary low 
prices of food products now, and through the enlarged production 
of the world, no prospect of a return to former high prices, the 
effect of the slight preferential duty which the Colonies would 
expect, need hardly disturb the minds of the English statesman 
and the English artisan. • The vast surplus of food supplies in the 
United States must find a sale, and so long as Britain remains 
the market which controls the range of prices, there are thou- 
sands who will argue that on the producer the duty must neces- 
sarily foil. 

Again, whilst the trade of the United Kingdom with the Brit- 
ish possessions is only, presently, one*third of that with foreign 
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countries, Australia, Cape Colony and Canada export and import 
per head of population vastly more that any foreign country, and 
as these great colonies continue to increase in population and 
wealth, their aggregate trade with the United Kingdom must in- 
cfeeae in a greater ratio as compared with thai of foreign conn- 
tries. Especially mnst this be the case with Canada if a differen- 
tial duty diverts to any considerable extent to the United King* 
dom its present trade with the United States. And, besides, it 
would not be the first time that Great Britain bad legislation in 
favour of Colonial products. A differential advantage given to 
Colonial sugars and cottons was a feature of the tariff before the 
repeal of the Corn laws. 

And with their world-wide experience in diplomacy, do Eng- 
lish statesmen suppose that the small preferential duty which 
would be imposed on a certain few products would revoke retali- 
ation ? If a McKinley tari£r and the taxation of a large range of 
products were in view, the subject would be worthy of very serious 
thought. In the case of food supplies, wherever the British 
market controls prices, there may be distinct advantages to con- 
tinental nations in buying, for instance, in the United States at 
the lower prices which the British duty may entail. 

The further considerations which must soon arise in the pro- 
cess of the unification of the empire, are the share which the 
Colonies are to assume in the cost of diplomacy and defence, 
and the representation which these Colonies are to have in the 
councils of the empire. With the desire so prevalent for a 
closer union, these are considerations which time cannot fail to 
solve. 

Assuming that probably all of the wealthy Colonies will be 
ready to aid in maintaining diplomatic relations with foreign 
courts, and in bearing the burdens of defence, a suggestive course 
in providing for the cost would be by the imposition of a small 
tax on the registered shipping and on the total tm]iorts, of each 
colony. This would not only reach those who directly received 
the advantage of protection from the navy, but would spread the 
cost over the people of the Colony generally, and would be so 
light that it would hardly be felt. 

Representation of the Colonies at Westminster has always 
presented a difficult problem, bnt, even there, tbequasi-ambassa* 
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dorial powers which we have given to our Commissioners and 
Agents-General suggest that if these representatives were made 
ex-officio members of the Imperial Parliament with the right to 
discass and vote on foreign and Colonial questions it might af- 
ford a present temporary solution of the question* The general 
spirit of fairness which now pervades Parliament in considering 
Colonial questions would be a sufficient assurance to these repre- 
sentatives of the support they would receive. In the course of 
time, as the Colonies increased in population and importance, 
the interests involved would demand a larger and more effective 
representation, and especially might this be the case if a Home 

Rule bill gave seats at Westminster to a separated Ireland. 

Whilst the Colonies are thus aspiring to the status of empire, 
how far are we, the inhabitants of these Colonies educating our- 
selves into a high standard of citizenship. There is still a better 
development needed in our national character — still great room 
for improvement in the moral force of our people. We in the 
Dominion want a greater infusion of a national sentiment which 
will find expression in a deeper love of our country, in a more 
healthy pride in our institutions and a more earnest determina- 
tion to improve them. We want freedom of thought and action, 
untrammelled by prejudices of party, race or religion. We want 
our public othces filled by men who can show the recommenda- 
tion of ability and honour and not by those whose chief claim is 
that they can establish their nationality qr religious belief or that 
they have faithfully served their party. We want our civic affairs 
managed with intelligence and economy, and not made the 
sources of bribery and peculation. We want our politics freed 
from that phase of party which sees no virtue in an opponent and, 
because it is out of power, takes pride in depreciating its country, 
and equally from that phase of party which maintains power at 
the expense of a record which should be above reproach. Finally, 
we want each man to feel that he has a country to live for as 
well as a country to live in, and that, whatever his position in 
life, he can exercise some influence, however small, in giving the 
shape to the course of his country's future and force to its current. 

A scheme more worthy of a statesman's efforts than even an 
Imperial union is a close permanent alliance between the two 
great English speaking nations, under which all their own differ* 
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ences arisiog from time to time would be referred to .arbitratioii, 
and each would afford to the other aid iu ease of aggression by 
other powers — the great purposes being the promotion of peace 
and prosperity, not merely among themselves, but among other 
nations as well. The world knows no more noble efibrt among 
nations than the promotion of peace and the suppression of the 
horrors of war. Why should not two such nations as Great Bri- 
tain and the United States form a friendly, permanent alliance 
with these noble aims in view ? The intelligence, education, en- 
terprise and wealth of their people — all sources of power — have 
made these nations great ; they are akin in blood and Christian 
sympathy ; they have colossal business interests with each other 
which it would be folly to interrupt ; and whilst the one has 
vast proprietary interests in every quarter of the globe and com- 
mercial interests with every nation, the other with its vigorous, 
energetic people, controls the more important part of a whole 
continent. Such an alliance would have an influence for good 
reaching far beyond the mere parties to it. Whilst it would en- 
sure peace and encourage trade between these two nations them- 
themselves, it would tend largely to bring about peace through- 
out the civilized word. On the one hand, the alliance being de- 
fensive, not aggressive, would prevent either nation from lightly 
undertaking useless or preventable wars in which it might not 
have the sympathy of the other ; on the other hand, the moral and 
diplomatic influence of the alliance on foreign powers would necea* 
sarily be most marked. What Bismarck, however confident of 
the strength and resources of his people, could hope to cope with 
the vigorous manhood and wealth of resource of Great Britain' 
and the United States ? And with the business interests of these 
two nations extending themselves to every part of importance in 
the six continents, what foreign powers entering into war with' 
each other, and placjng thus a barrier to the comiperce of their 
ports, could afford to altogether disregard the diplomatic repre- 
sentation of the alliance, if made in the interests of peace and 
commerce ? 

Such an alliance wonld have other lasting effects on the people 
themselves. It means more friendly relations; a better recogni- 
tion of the coititnon parentage ; more disposition to trade freely 
with each other ; fewer strained constructions of acts of Parlia* 
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tnent and Congress to suit jealous competitors in trade ; and 
fewer difficulties hitherto often purposely placed in the way of 
the settlement of international disputes. 

With the large restless foreign element now so prominent a 
feature in the American population there is no hope that the War 
of Independence will ever be forgotten or regretted, no hope that 
Great Britain and the United States will ever assimilate their 
tarifls or become, both of them, converts to free trade« no hope 
that they will in the future be other than close commetcial com- 
petitors in every forei^ port, as well as at home, but there is a 
hope that with the intelligence, education and Christian principle 
which so eminently characterise their people, these two great 
nations can, in friendly alliance, be made the instruments for the 
promotion of peace and good will throughout the world. 

A, T. Drummond. 



CICERO AS PROCONSUL. 

'*A wit* wum, my bof, « wiu mmmi mid a Xrarr ^ hh eotmtfy.** 

— ^AUGvrrvs to hm grandson, qootbd w plutaiich. 

NOT the least interesting episode in Cicero's life is his year in 
the proconsulate. The office had sought the man and it 
was accepted, at the call of duty, if not with alacrity, at least 
with resignation and a determination to serve the best interests 
of the provincials whom he was summoDed to govern. Had he been 
anxious for such a position before, he could have had it before, 
and would no doubt, after his praetorship and after his consul- 
ship, have allotted his name to be submitted to the ballot by 
which every year the. provincial governorships were distributed 
among the higher magistrates of the current - year. But he had 
no need and no desire to pile up wealth or repair shattered fortunes 
in the usual proconsular way by the plunder and oppression of the 
provincials (it was the common method of setting a noble bank- 
rupt on his legs); and besides he took much the same view of 
the provinces that a modem Englishman does of- ' the colonies:* 
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**I can scarcely bear the insipidity of everything here", he writes; 
and again : CHng to the city, my friend, and Hve in her light. 
Every foreign employment is obscure and petty for those whose 
abilities can make them famous at Rome." Rome is to the 
Roman the centre of the world ; she is the centre of civtitzation, 
ot oomnieroei of Utenitare» of society and refinemoBl. She has 
not only destroyed the liberty of the ontstde w«fld, hot paralysed 
its activity. Once before, in the discharge of the dsties of the 
qnaeslorship* Cicero had gone abroad as paymaster or minister 
of finance to the governor of the pminoe of Sicily ; and return- 
ing home at the dose of the oflcial year, fiUed with a sense of 
merit for disinterested poblic service and with confident antici- 
pation ol poblic commendation, he found to his astonishment 
that he had never been missed. Cicero's self-complacency (bis 
greatest foible) did not easily recover from this shock and he resolv- 
ed thenceforth to restrict his public activity to the Roman forum 
and senate-house. But in the year 52 B.C. Pompey (then sole 
consul) secured the assent of the people to a law {Ltx dtjure 
ma/(istratuum) which obliged Cicero once more in the service of 
his country to leave the centre of affairs. By Pompey's law no 
ex-magistrate was to receive a provincial governorship until five 
years had elapsed from the expiration of his magistracy ; mean- 
time ex-consuls and ex-praetors, who had not held a provincial 
governorship under the old rt^gime, were required to accept of- 
fice. Cicero was accordingly appointed proconsul of Cilicia, a large 
province which included the southern half of Asia Minor and the 
island of Cyprus. Cilicia had been first occupied by Rome in 
B.C. 102, with a view to suppressing the piracy that had long in- 
fested the Mediterranean and had here its chief seat ; but it was 
not till 64 B.C. that Fompey, after his crashing defeat of the Cili- 
cian corsairs, erected the conntiy into a province, organised in 
the regular Roman way. The remnant of the pirate bands he set« 
tied in the Cilician city of Soli, a name cnrioosly preserved in oar 
word toleci$mt originally applied to certain deviations from lingois- 
tic osage allowed themselves by the people of this place. The 
capital of the new province he made Tarsos, no mean dty even 
then, and celebrated for wit and a taste for intellectual porsaits, 
and in later times the ceptre of Christian interest as the birth- 
place of the apostle Paul. 
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fompey, at the same time, oonstitiited the neighboring pro- 
vince of Sjrrim, by which term was denoted the district ronning 
south from CiNda to Egypt and east to the desert of Mesopotamia . 
Syria with Cilicia constituted the 'buffer state' between the 
Roman empire and the Parthians. This remarkable people-Ha 
sever failing object of interest to the student of history as one of 
the few native populations that successfully defied the power of 
Rome — had, a year or two before Cicero's appointment to the 
proconsulship, inflicted a memorable defeat on the Romans under 
the triumvir Crassus on the fields of Carrhae and Sinnaca. Of 
forty thousand legionaries who had crossed the Euphrates, only 
MHoe ten thousand returned to the proYince. The grey-haired 
general sought and found death upon the field. His head was 
cot off and sent as a trophy to the Parthian kuig, who, in mock- 
ery of the dead triumvir's greedj ordered the mouth to be filled 
with molten gold. It was indeed the menacing attitude of this 
brave and warlike people that had induced the Roman Senate, in 
whose jurisdiction the administration of provincial affairs lay, to 
appoint a man of consular rank like Cicero, to a province like 
Cilicia otherwise of small importance. 

Cicero set out from Rome for his province on May loth, B.C. 
51 ; and from this date till his return to Italy in the end of Nov- 
ebmer of the following year, a complete account of his movements 
is extant, contained in about forty letters (chiefly confidential, ad- 
dressed to his fiiend Atticus) and two despatdws to the home 
government* 

After spending a few days at Tarentnm with Pompey (Pompey, 
he said, would furnish him with some advice for the new under- 
taku^, he sailed across the Adriatic to Actium, on the coast of 
Greece ; and thence proceeded 1^ land to Athens. He says that 
he suffered a good deal of iooonvenience (from sea-sickness) 
in the passage across and concluded accordingly to con- 
tinue his journey by land — especially as their might be some 
unpleasantness in doubling the next head-land preparatory to 
sailing up the Corinthian Gulf! The Romans were indeed 
wretched sailors, being much of Dr. Johnson's opinion that 
a ship — besides being in perpetual danger — was no better than 
a gaol. He reached his province the last day of July. His 
" progress'* through Greece and Asia liinor» he says, excited 
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considerable suprise ; in fact men flocked from field and vil- 
lage to see him, as if he were a prodigy. It was not that 
he was the man who had saved the city from the villainy 
of Catiline and had received from the Senate the title of 
'father of his coooti^' (though all that was meotiooed too) ; it 
was because he levied no contribntioiis on the commnnities 
through which he passed ! The right of requisition was the leigal 
right of the Roman proconsul even when m nmU for his pro- 
vince. He was limited by law in his exactions to certain articlei|; 
but the law, as might be expected, was evaded. All kinds of raqni- 
sitions were made. An official called Gaius Verrea— though only 
a memberof the govemor'sstaff'-once levied from thedties />r Atm- 
stlf on a similarprogress about $200,000 in hard cash, not to men- 
tion the gems, vases, statues and paintings (he had a taste for art) 
of which he plundered private individuals. This was the natural 
result of a fundamentally bad principle of government. The 
provinces in theory were regarded as conquered countries ; they 
were the 'landed estates of the Roman people.' The public admin- 
istration, civil and military, was quartered upon them, and this 
opened the door in practice to the commission of the most glaring 
acts of extortion on the part of public officials. Cicero boasts to 
Atticus of his own moderation in the matter (he calls it 'incredible 
abstinence.' Not a single cent had been exacted from the towns 
along the route towards the expenses of himself or his staff. They 
did not accept even free lodging : they slept in their tents. He 
had come into the provinces to mitigate the severity of Roman 
rule and make it acceptable, if possible, to the provincial. 

His own province — he soon found— required his best efforts 
in this direction. His predecessor in the proconsulate of Cilicia 
was Appius Claudius, a haughty member of the Roman nobility 
and a brother of that Publius Clodius — who had been the willing 
tool of the triumvirs in procuring Cicero's banishment in 58. 
Like most of the Roman nobility, Appius always treated 
Cicero with true patrician arrogance which indeed Cicero takes 
no small credit to himself for not resentmg. But Appius was 
*]oyar (i.e. a member of the same party) and with Cicero it was 
always the country and the constitution first. Appius was a man 
of influence and highly connected — Pompey's son had married 
one of his daughters, Brutus another— «nd it was important, in 
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view of the political storm already threatening, that harmony 
should prevail among ail who were loyal to the oligarchic regime. 
As a governor, Appius was neither better nor worse than the aver- 
age Roman proconsul. He was indeed impeached for extortion 
and misgovernment on his return to Rome ; but such impeach- 
ments were of too frequent occurrence to single anyone out as 
conspicuously infamous. But such a governor I **The province,** 
Cicero says in a confidental letter to Atticus, *' is simply ruined. 
It is the same story everywhere ; people cannot pay their taxes. 
There are groans and cries from every district. Some of the 
utrpeitks committed by him are more like the acts of a wild beast 
than of a haman being. Life is simply a bnrdeD." And again : 
'* The province is drained dry by the expense he has put it to — to 
say nothing of the rapine and licentioosness of both himself and 
bis staff." Snch is the burden of Cicero's confidential correspon- 
dence. In his public despatches he makes no allusion to the 
condition of his province : the party interests involved were too 
serious; possibly such a state of things was nothmg unusual. 

That such should indeed have been the ordinary condition 
of the Roman provinces (i.e., of the world at large) in the time 
of Cicero, may well excite surprise. But the rule of the oli- 
garchy, which had so long swayed the destiny of the great re- 
public bad failed; and nowhere so conspicnoiisly and so dis- 
mally as in the provinces. The oligarchs were now engaged 
in a life and death struggle — hopeless and short-sighted — to per- 
petuate their own existence and their hands were full. But the 
Roman system of provincial government was vicious. The pro- 
vinces had from the first been exploited in the interest of 
Roman revenue, and the wealth they poured into the exche- 
quer had exempted the citizens of Rome from taxation for over 
one hundred years. The provincials had duties but no rights ; 
the home government was not to be held responsible for their 
comfort or prosperity. Still, though the condition of the peo- 
ple was thus of minor importance, that of the land itself was 
the greatest. Roads were built, agriculture encouraged, and 
commercial centres established; public opinion severely con- 
demned provincial misgovernment and oppression, and a stand* 
ing court was instituted to check them. In spite of all, even 
when the central administration was sound and vigorous, evils 
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must have arisen. But in Cicero's day the trials for provincial 
misgovernment were a mere mockery of justice : the courts were 
worked as a part of the political machine and a good governor 
ran as much risk of condemnation as did a bad one. If the jury 
was not accessible on this side and remained proof against the 
spirit of party, it was rarely inaccessible to bribes. A man 
might very well take his chance. Freed from all checks, far 
removed from the influence of public opinion, a Roman gov- 
ernor knew no restraint except his own humanity and self-re- 
spect. He often owed his appointment to the corrupt expendi- 
ture of money at home ; the temptation was too great, human 
nature was too weak and be asoally made haste — he had but 
qne year — to recoup and enrich himself at the expense of the 
province. The means were ready to his hand ; he was practi- 
cally absolute, being supreme both in civil and military affiurs. 
The Senate allowed him tioops and ships and money (Cicero 
refunded $40,000 of the government grant, much to the 
disgust of his staff) ; but the theory was that such expenditure 
was solely for the protection of Roman citizens and Roman in- 
terests. The governor was empowered to levy both men and 
money fix>m the provinces for their own defence. We know from 
Shakespeare's Falstaffhow "damnably the king's press may be 
misused/' And it was so here: Money was paid for exemption lirom 
military service, for exemption from quartering soldiers, and — in 
evasion of the law that ordered payment — in commutation of re- 
quisitions for military stores. And all this, over and above the 
regular money-tribute or the tax in kind paid to the central gov- 
ernment and over and above the regular allowance made by the 
province to meet the governor's expenses (Cicero pocketed from 
this about $ico,ooo). The country was in fact under martial 
law ; the proconsul had the power of life and death, and his will 
was supreme. But he was not only commander-in-chief, he was 
also supreme judge. If he cared to hold the scales unevenly 
and bear out knavery against honesty, injustice never failed to 
command its price. The venality of the proconsular tribunals was 
simply notorious. 

There were also minor exactions such as the robbery of gold 
and silver ornaments and of art treasures, demands from the pro* 
viacifiUi for money and wild benst^ |f>r the Eoinim ihows, for 
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money to satisfy the cupidity of the governor's staff, who were 
Dot likely to be behind their master in rapacity and for money to 
erect statues and temples in the provinces in honor of their tyrants. 

But the extortions even of the prooonsul and bis staff sink . 
into insignificance when compared with those of the Roman 
money-lender and the Roman publican, as the middleman who 
collected the taxes was called* The money-lenders swarmed like 
harpies over the empire, always ready to advance money to needy 
individuals or communities, at from twelve to ibrty-eiKht per 
cent., compound interest. Cities or princes that once fell into 
their toils had slight hope of extricatbn from what was nothinfi; 
but a state of bondage. Arrears of interest were collected fay 
the most rigorous process known to the law, or sometimes, when 
a pliant governor could be got, by military force. 

The exactions of the publican were no less oppressive. 
The Roman system of collecting taxes was hoplessly bad: 
they were 'farmed' (as the phrase goes) by middlemen. All 
taxes, except the money-tribute, were put up at auction and let out 
to the highest bidder for a period ol five years. This was the case 
with the octroi dues, the port or customs dues, and the tithes, 
which were paid in kind. The privilege of collection was bought 
up by companies of capitalists and exploited for what it would 
bring. They had to recoup themselves for their out-lay and they 
did it handsomely, at the expense of the provincials. They were 
thus of course always working for their own hand, the opportunity 
oppression was tempting, and the name of publican, by which 
they Were usually known, became a by- word of reproach Uirough- 
out the empire. The produce of tiie &rm was at their mercy : it 
might be swept away at a moment's notice to pay the debt not 
only of the former himself but of the community to which he be- 
longed. Stagnation and desolation followed in their train, with 
mental and physical inertia only broken when some act of unusual 
atiodty forced a ciy of pain firoip the down-trodden provinciaL 

Ciceio, as already stated, entered upon his oflldal duties on July 
3zst, B.C. 51. He determined to give the first part of his year oif 
office to the discharge of his military duties, and at once took the 
field with his little army. He had never been in camp since a boy of 
seventeen, and probably had never been in action in his life. But 
be bebaT(4 in tl^ m4Hct oftbii c»mpai|;n in a way not unworthy 
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of a Roman imperator. He had sensibly secured the appointment 
of a batch of military men upon his staff. One of these was his own 
brother Quintus, a soldier of great prudence and gallantry who 
had served with distinction on Caesar's staff during the campaigns 
in Gaul. Another was Gaius Pomptinus, who, as governor of th^ 
old Roman province of Gaul, had won credit by his defeat of the 
Allobroges. Accompained by such distinguished captains, he 
took the field with confidence and marched to the eastern front- 
ier of his province. The Parthians had crossed the Euphrates 
under Pacorus, the son of their king Orodes, and had advanced to 
the gates of Antioch in which city Cissius (afterwards the con- 
spirator), who had been quaestor on the staff of Crassus and was 
now in charge of the province, had shut himself up with all his 
forces. On receipt of this intelligence, Cicero marched into Cappa- 
docia which was more exposed, he says, to attack than Cilicia, and 
the rumor of his approach, he adds, both encouraged Cassius and 
alarmed the Parthians. Be that as it may, the Parthian attack on 
Antioch (ailed and they recrossed the Euphrates after suffering con- 
siderable loss at the bands of Cassius, including that of one of their 
generals. Pacorus, soon after, turned his arms against his own 
£ither and internal dissension among the Parthians prevented the 
renewal of their attack upon the Roman empire. Cicero advanced 
south and east as far as the foot of the Amanus range, with the view 
of holding the passes against any attack on the part of the 
enemy. He took the opportunity of reducing the independent 
tribes of this region who, secure in their mountain strongholds, 
had hitherto successfully defied the Roman arms. He pitched 
his camp at Issus, which his vanity did not allow him to forget was 
memorable as the scene of the defeat of the Persian king Darius 
by Alexander the Great (a greater general, he writes Atticus, than 
either Atticus or himselO- The cap)ital stronghold called Pen- 
denissus, he invested in the Roman way with vallum and fosse 
and agger, and assailed with archers and engines of war, until, on 
the forty-seventh day of the siege, Pendcnissus was taken and 
razed to the ground (Of course, he writes to Atticus, 
you will say you never heard the name before ; but it is 
not my &ult if the place is not in Aetolia or Macedonia). 
The booty— except the horses— was given to the soldiers; 
the inhabitants were sold as slaves (the amount realised was 
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about half a million dollars) ; the proceeds were scrupulously paid 
into the state chest. Cicero had managed his first campaign 
with spirit and success and he was hailed "Imperator" by the 
soldiers on the field of battle, an honor which was usually follow- 
ed by a triumph. The Senate appointed a public thanksgiving 
to the immortal gods in honor of his success, though Cato op- 
posed the motion on the ground that it would be a greater 
honor if the credit of the victory vrere ascribed to the general 
himself. The triumph never came; men's minds were soon 
taken op with weightier matters. 

All fear of the Parthian invasion having subsided, Cicero next 
turned his attention to his civil duties. With the object of 
bringing justice to the doors of the people of the whole province, 
the Romans usually established in every province a system of ar* 
cuit courts. Cicero held such courts at Laodicea, Cibyra; 
and Apamea, and in Pftmphilia, Lycaonia and Isauria. He won 
all hearts by his affability and courtesy. He made himself acces- 
sible to all. No one, who had a petition to offer or a wrong that 
required redress, had to seek access, he says, by means of a secre- 
tary or a groom of the bed-chamber. Men went straight to the 
proconsul himself. He respected the native laws and customs 
in his administration of justice; he examined the accounts of 
the native magistrates, and in some cases made them disgorge 
their ill-gotten gains ; and, by scrupulously declining to make re- 
quisitions or accept presents, he enabled the communities to pay 
up their arrears to both money-lender and publican. 

Two cases that came under his jurisdiction deserve at- 
tention, as illustrating at once the character of Cicero and 
the character of Rome's rule in the provinces. Ariobarzanes, 
king of Cappadocia, was one of those "client princes" whom 
Rome used as instruments of dominion to prepare their peo- 
ples for the ultimate acceptance of Roman rule. He had been 
specially commended to the new governor's care by the Senate ; 
but Cicero writes Atticus that he did not know what he 
could do for him unless indeed he declared him bankrupt and re- 
pudiated his debts. He owed money to Marcus Brutus who was 
veiy anxious to have him ' squeezed * for the arrears of interest. 
Cicero told the king that he must pay up ; but the difficulty of col* 
lectmg the money exceeded the governor'a ability ; nothing could 
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be got out of the king. He offered the governor a present for 
himself; but his revenue was already swallowed up (he said) in 
paying interest on money Ive owed to Potnpcy, This amouDted to 
twenty-five thousand dollars a month ! 

The second case is even more astounding. Marcus Brutus 
had, by means of an agent called Scaptius, advanced a sum of 
money to the town of Salamis in Cyprus, at interest at the rate 
of forty-eight per cent, per annum. The rate was illegal ; bat 
a decree of the Roman Senate bad been passed allowioK interest 
to be collected as agreed npon io thisp«rticnlar bond. Hie agent 
ScBpCtos had beeo appointed to a military commaiid under 
Appkis, and, armed with this aathority, had attempted to coerce 
the magistrates of Salamis to pay op. With the help of a troop 
of hone, he kept them imprisoned in the town-hall until five of 
their number were starved to death. A deputation from the is- 
land met Cicero on his arrival in Asia Minor and implored his 
proCection. Cicero ordered the eavalry to be withdrawn. Scap- 
tius had the eftootery to apply to Cicero for a re-appointment to 
his military command. Cicero declined : he wonld not give such a 
position to anyone em^iged in trade in t h c c ountry ; he wonld, how- 
ever, recover the money for Bmtus. The Salaminians were ready 
to pay ; in fact (they nid) the present of money they annually 
made the Roman governor was more than the sum they owed to 
Bnitos ; and, as Cicero had declined this present, they were well 
able to pay. The only question was as to the amount of their debt. 
Cicero had already announced that he would recognise inter- 
est at twelve per cent. Nothing higher. Scaptius claimed forty- 
eight. This meant ruin for the town. They were willing to pay 
principal and interest to the amount of one hundred and twenty- 
five thousand dollars: Scaptius claimed two hundred and fifty 
thousand. He took Cicero aside and begged him to let the matter 
stand over. He knew that the next governor would be more 
pliant. Cicero consented, though the Salaminians begged to be 
allowed to deposit the money in a temple to stop further interest 
from accruing. This piece of injustice Cicero perpetrated, not 
out of personal regard for Brutus, who, he says, always treated 
him in a dogmatic, disagreeable way, bat in the interest of the re- 
publican oligarchy, with the perpetuation of which they both 
believed tlic e^^i^tepQQ Qf (be Qounti^ was t^ouRd up. 
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The whole transaction reveals the famous liberator, Marcus 
Brutus, in a bad, though somewhat novel, light. He is usually 
regarded as one of the world's 'uncrowned kings.' Shakespeare, 
who represents Plutarch's view, calls him in the Julius Caesar 
"the noblest Roman of them all" and makes him say : 

" For I can raise no money by vile means : 
By heaven, I had rather coin my heart, 
And drop my blood for drachms, than to wring 
From the hard hands of peasants their vile trash." 

Such is not the judgment of history. But we are bound to 
believe th^t Brotns was no wone than the rest — perhaps bet- 
ter. If so, it is not hard to see why the days of the Roman 
oligarchy were even then nnmbered. The lust of wealth had 
eaten like a canker into the Roman heart and driven out reason 
and humanity and true patriotism. The public men of Rome 
seemed like nothing so much as a herd of swine rushing violently 
down a steep place into the sea. 

Cicero himself appears, as he always does appear — ^and no 
public man of ancient or modem times is more accurately known 
— not as a paragon of all excellence as represented in the pages 
of Dr. Conyws Middleton or, as Mommsen would have us be- 
lieve, as a weak-kneed, unprincipled trimmer — ^but as a man, 
vain indeed, but of generous impulses and transparent honesty of 
intention driven by polittcial exigency and mistaken patriotism to 
make an evil compromne with high principle. 

J. Fletchbr. 
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SHELLEY AND BROWNING. 



iHEY were very unlike each other, Shelley and Browning in the 



J_ form and substance of their poetry. Shelley seems nearly al- 
ways to be dealing with great abstractions, vague Pantheistic con- 
ceptions of life, gigantic syntheses of history which annihUate the 
social and political diflerences of centuries as if they were hardly 
worth noticing. An epic written by him on Moses, or Mahomet or 
Napoleon would not exhibit any substantial difference with the differ- 
ent subjects. It would be a representation of the same struggle be- 
tween the eternal despot, the oppressor of the human race, and that 
eternal slave to laws, conventions and hypocrisies, the mass of man- 
kind, with all the modifying circumstances of environment and civil- 
isation omitted. In his poems the dramatis personae are mostly great 
symbols, Prometheus and the Oceanides, Alastor and the witch of 
Atlas. Symbolic serpents and eagles, blood-red comets and stars, 
abyssmal caverns, trackless oceans, and voices weird and solemn 
remind us more of the author of the Apocalypse than of any writings 
which are known as poetry. In such a worUl the individual is almost 
lost. He is a mere name, a symbol, a leaf blown about by the winds 
and tossed up in the front of the great revolutions and cataclysais of 
the human race. Shelley's place amongst English poets may be 
diAurently estimated, but even those who estimate it most highly will 
hardly claim that he has added a single really human type to that 
great gallery of 'men and women* which Utmiture has created and en- 
dowed with a reality as lasting as that which belongs to the heroes, 
and notabilities of history. 

With Browning it is precisely the reverse. He is essentially dra- 
matic and concrete and in all his poems the centre of interest is an 
individual life. He knows the movement of the ages and the high 
generalisations of philosophy as well as Shelley, perhaps even more 
critically, but it is only as these agitate the life of the individual and 
are reHected in it that he takes notice of them. He would never, as 
Shelley does, write a hymn to Intellectual Beauty in the abstract, but 
in the rhapsody of Abt Vogler, in the disciple's chant over his dead 
master, the Grammarian, in Rabbi Ben Ezra, or Pictor Ignotus, there ' 
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is the individualized form, the incaniatioii so to speak of SbeUey's 
conception ; and while nothing is lost of its wonder and glory, its 
reality for the ordinary reader at least is much more manifest. 

Hence though both are equally priests and worshippers of the ideal, 
interpreters of what is mysterious and intinite m the nature of man, 
Browning who can discern that element even in what we might con- 
sider weak and disordered forms of individual life has a joyous and 
exuberant energy, a delight in life which is not in SheUey. Even in 
fece of the great shadows of existence* in fece of sorrow, or feilure, or 
death, Browning's voice in robust and triumphant. His optimism is 
invincible because it is based on his Strong sense of life and wise 
acceptance of its facts. 

Shelley on the other hand is the most uniformly sad of our great 
poets. There is a deep melancholy in most of his poetry. He is 
constantly striving to define or body forth some infinite form <tf exfet- 
ance or power in nature and history in comparison with which the life 
of the individual is as nothing. To use a phrase of Hugo's, he is al- 
ways gazing into the abyss, contemplating that great process of de- 
cay by which all individual existence is sinking back into the sea of 
Beinf,' from which it arose. The world of Shelley's thought though it 
has a certain grandeur, even sublimity, is cold and gloomy. It is 
curious to notice what a promment place images of ruin and decay 
have in his poetry. His vein in this reqMCt is unsurpassed. What 
an image that is, for instance, in the Adatuust of old Rome, the Rome 
of the Popes and cardinals, as it was fifty years ago I 

And grey walls moulder round, on which dnU Time 
•Feeds, like slow fire upon a hoary brand. 

I open Shelley at any page almost and come upon such images of 
ruin and decay as these 

Like the last glare of day's red agony. 
Death feeds on his mute voice. 

Where marble demons watch 
The Zodiac's brazen mystery, and dead men 
Hang their mute thoughts on the mute walls around. 

. and a hundred others all ek>quently expressive of the sombre tint of 

Shelley's imagination. 

There is an interesting example of the difference of spirit between 
the two great poets. Both are looking on a scene almost the same 
of the Italy they loved so well, the seashore near Maples with its 
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magnificent coast line, its heights, its opulence of colour and sunshine. 
And nothing sure!}' could excel the manner in which Shelley has des- 
cribed the delicate, evanescent yet escential features of the scene, the 
all pervading light and warmth oi Italian landscape. 

The sun is warm, the sky is clear. 

The waves are dancing fast and bright. 

Blue isles and snowy mountains wear 
The purple noon's transparent light 

Around its unexpanded buds ; 
Like many a voice of one delight, 

The winds, the birds, the ocean floods, 
The City's voice itself is aokt like Solitude's. 

I see the Deq>*s untrampled floor 
With green and purple seaweeds strown ; 

I sec the waves upon the shore, 
Like light dissolved in star*sbowers, thrown: 

I sit upon the sands alone, 
The lightning of the noon-tide ocean 

Is flashmg around me, and a tone 
Arises kom its measured motion, 
How sweet \ did any heart now diare in my motion. 

But even in these beautiful verses there is an undertone of melan- 
choly which makes itself felt in a certain settled gravity of accent and 
rhythm. The shadow is there however softly it sleeps 00 the suriace. 
And in the next stansa the habitual melancholy of Shelley has broken 
out in an cry almost of despair. 

Alas ! I have nor hope nor health, 

Nor peace within nor calm around. 
Nor that content surpassing wealth 

The sage in meditation found. 

That is the cry which the sight of the Bay of Baie in all its noon- 
tide glory awakes in the heart of Shdl^. 

It is true these are 'Stanzas written in dejecti<Mi*, but except in a 
few short lyrics, this tone of melancholy is never altof^^ether absent 
from his poetry. And the cause of it is that his poetry contains so Uttle 
of what is concrete, so little of the actual movement of life, and so 
much contemplation of the iniinite and the ideal in a form which 
seems to destroy instead of stimulating our sense of the individual life. 
This isolates liim'from the sympathies of ordinary humanity. And 
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he Cads his iaolatkn and in his proud sad way laments it as part of 
bis destiny 

Some might lament that I won cold, 

As I, when this sweet day is gone. 
Which my lost heart, too soon grown cold» 

Insults with this untimely moan : 
Thef might lament— /or I amom . 

Whtn men lav» woi ; — and yet regnt* 

A sick eagle, lonely on tlie Iiei^hts ! while below in the lower air, 
the swallow is merrily hunting his prey and fields of crows are busy 
picking up worms in their cheerful gregarious way. 

In Browning's poem, The Englishman in Italy, it is virtually the 
same scene, but how diflerently seen and pictured for us. There are 
vivid details, strong descriptive touches in it — 

Oh, those mountains, their infinite movement I 
Still movifig with you. 

but there is n<^ing that approaches the breadth and harmony of 
Shdiey's picture of sound and light and movement on the noon*tide 
ocean. What Browning does give us, however, with extraordinary 
fullness and power is the way in which men live on this spot of earth. 

For though he is no landscape painter like Wordsworth and Shelly, 
he has a picturesque stroke of his own, very novel and powerful in 
description. 

His picture of the Italian fisherman is a good example of his man- 
ner, the fisherman wiio arrives daily from Amalh and pitches down 

his basket before us, 
All trembling alive 
With pink and grey jellies, your sea-fruit ; 

You touch the strange lumps. 
And mouths gape there, eyes open, ail manner 

Of horns and of humps, 
Which only the fisher looks grave at, 

While round him tike imps 
Cling screaming the children as naked 

And brown as his shrimps. 

What a strange manner that is ! robust and natural even to 
toughness, disregardful of the old standards of elegance in style, 
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but there u a wonderfiil foculty of lepfcaeiitiag life and natnfa 
truly and vividly in it, and there is a subtle charm in the p«fect 
freedom ahd spontaneity of its movement. And it is capable not 
only of such realistic pictures, in which Browning is hardly to be 
rivalled ; it has its higher notes sage and solemn at the music of the 
epic poet» and yet still preserving that fundamental characteristic of 
free and natural movement. 

Over all trod my mule with the caution 

Of gleaners o'er sheaves, 
• Still foot after foot like a lady : 

So, round after round, 
He climbed to the top of Calvano, 

And God's own profound 
Was above me, and round me the mountains. 

And under, the sea. 
And within me my heart to bear witness 

What was and shall be. 
Oh, heaven and the terrible crystal I 

No rampart excludes 
Your eye from the life to be lived 

In the blue solitudes. 
Oh, those mountains, their infinite movement ! 

Still moving with you ; 
For, ever some new head and breast of them 

Thrusts into view 
To observe the intruder. 

In these lines one may feel the difieience between the spirit of 
Browning's poetry and that of Shelley's. Browning has unfailing in- 
terest in the life of the individual and rejoices in all forms of its mani- 
festation. In his poem there is the bounding rhythm and energetic 
phrase of a hopeful exuberant life. It is a psalm of faith and delight 
in creation. 'The earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof.' 
While Shellc) absorbed in transcendent contemplation and gazing 
fixedly at the absolute has almost lost touch with the common life of 
men. Nevertheless there is a strong affinity between those two. With 
both poetry is a philosophy of life and both in their difierent ways take 
hold of that which is abiding and eternal in it, Shelley in his hig^ 
flight through the empyrean of philosophic ideas, Browning in his 
profound analysis of life in its manifold individual forms. Neither 
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has ever spent a rhyme on the merely picturesque, or the sentimental 
or the romantic, and the poetry of both is still perhaps to a great ex- 
tent unreadable for those who cannot escape from the conventional 
and traditional aspects of life into the genuine freedom of the ideah 
Some sense of this fact probably prompted that incomparable tribute 
which Browning long ago, before he too became a mighty name, and 
even in a way popular, paid to Shelley in hia poem of Paulins 

Sun iieader, life and light be thine forever. 

If anyone wants to know what new development of English blank 
sense has taken place since Wordsworth, let hmi read that and the 
next nine lines in Pauline^ which he will find quoted on another page 
of this issue. 

Jambs Cappon. 
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TO the average man, the war between China) and Japan 
concerning Com js unintelligible in its causes, operatioiis 

and probable results. He is interested, as he would be in a dog' 
fight. He has a hazy idea that the war may he ^ood for trade some- 

The War be- and possibiy bad for trade. If a soldier, even a 
twMa China citizen-soldier, he is sure that Russia is pulling the strings, 
that it behoves Britain to keep her eyes open to secure 
equivalent advantaj^es. If he is interested in missions, he is anxious 
to know whether the Churches should send in more agents or hold 
their hands or recall the men and women now at work. But, all the 
time he is groping in the dark. " White men mighty onsartin," re- 
marked an Indian, who felt that he Was incapable of understanding 
white mens' motives and unable therefore to predict what they were 
likely to do. Whites feel a similar helplessness indeahng w ith yellows, 
with a semi-contemptuous conviction that it is hardly worth knowing. 
They forget what a great part Tartars have played in history and that 
the race, possessed of modern implements of war, and without the moral 
restraints imposed on us by religion and habit, might possibly again 
play havoc on a terrible scale ; and that wars like the present are cal- 
culated to give them that familiarity with new weapons, which is 
the one thing they lack. 

In this condition of mind, compounded of nine parts of ignorance and 
one of indifference, he learns nothing h) reading the telegraphic de- 
spatches concerning marches, battles, sinking of ships, uprisings of the 
(!cHreans, wad the other details of the campaign. In every account, 
Japanese might be substituted for Chinese or vice versa, and the net 
result so far as real knowledge of the state of affairs is concerned 
would be the same on the mind. All that can be done is to wait for the 
end of the war ; or, a very big brush should be used. Unfortiuiately 
th it can be used by fisw, and oi these some use it on one side and some 
on the other. 

A possible war between Britain and Russia, has been likened toacon- 
flict between a whale and an elephant. Neither could win, for 
neither could get at the other. It is much the same with China and 
Japan. Japan could no more conquer and hold China than Britain 
could conquer and hold Europe. Even to hold France, when France 
was humbled and distracted, was more than she could manage. For 
an island kin^'dom of forty millions of people to subjugate a continen- 
tal people of four hundred nuiiions is an impossibility. Japan's mea- 
sure of success is likely todepend on two factors, — the quality of thenew 
soldiery and the extent to which China is honeycombed with disaffec- 
tion towards the Maochu dynasty. As to the first, it is continually 
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forgotten by papers, generally well-informed, that the rank and hie are 
no longer the old Sanrarai class, the best swordsmen in the world, and 

perfect dare-devils. Those men, the military retainers of the daimios^ 
or hereditary nobles, would have made splendid soldiers, but when the' 
feudal system broke up a generation ago, it was thought wise to put 
them in positions whm tnvy would be least dangerous to the new or- 
der of things. They became officers, civil servants, policemen or pen- 
sioners, and the army was largely recruited from the lower classes. It 
has yet to be proved that the new material is ec^ual to the two-sword- 
ed ** Knights * of the olden times, proud of thmr silken robes and the 
crest of their clan, prouder still of the swords their ancestors left 
them, who disdained work or business, and felt that the slightest stain 
on their honour or reflection on their courage must be avenged by 
death. The equipment of the new army appears to be complete, even 
to ambulance trains, but it is not likely to be more complete nor the 
officers any better than those of the French in Tonquin, who — though 
always gaining victories — in the end agreed to a peace which left the 
fruits ef victory with China. The one hope that Japan might enter- 
tain is the capture of Pekin. and consequent internal rebellions which 
would paralyse the Chinese Government. The first, however, is a 
much more difiicult nut to crack than is supposed. It could hardly be 
accomplished without the total defeat of the Chinese fleet and the de- 
struction of the fortresses which guard the opposite sides of the en- 
trance to the Gulf of Pe-Chi-li. As to the second, no one can speak 
positively. 



THAT China should overrun and hold Japan is equally out of the 
cjuestion. The London Spectator thinks otherwise. The war, it 
says, may develope a Tartar General of ability, who — after crushing the 
enemy in Corea, m^t conceivably throw 100,000 men across the nar- 
row sea and conquer Japan, seeing that there is no such thing as pa- 
triotism among Oriental peoples. The venter evidently knows nothing 
of Japanese history and character, and above all of their universal and 
passionate patriotism. China has tried invasion before and with an 
" Invincible Armada " too, but the experience was as decisive as it 
was in the case of Spain against England. In the 17th Century, the 
Mongol Tartars havug overcome the Sung dynasty in China and con- 
quered the adjoining countries* sent embassies to Japan, demanding 
tribute and homage. They were sent home again, with a haughty 
answer. Other envoys came and their heads were cut off. Hostile 
expeditioBS were tried, and as they accomplished nothing, it was de- 
termined* in that the island kingdom should be swallowed up. 
3,500 ships, with 100,000 Chinese and Tartars and 7,000 Coreans, sail- 
ed for Japan. Only % of the soldiers ever saw China a^ain, and these 
were sent back to teU the tale. In the national ieehng which was 
aroused, in the rdigious enthusiasm of the people, in the cyclone 
which burst on the invading fleet, and in the slaughter of those who 
made the land, the story reminds us of the Spanish Armada episode 
in Enc^ish history. No invaaiQii has been attempted since. To 
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transport a force adequate to conquex forty millions of people attach- 
ed to tl»eir own soil, proud of their history, brave, sldlnil and united 
would be an impossibility lor China, even with all the advantages 
'that steam-power gives to an invader. If the Japanese are not pa- 
triotic, we must find a new dehnition for tne term. They are williog 
to make any sacrifice for their eountiy, and woidd attempt the im- 
possible rather than submit to national dishonour. 



*HAT Japan should hold Corea permanently is also out of the 



A (juLstion. It would be more dangerous for China to have such 

a neighbour Ranking Pekin that it would be for England to liave 
France in complete possession of Bdgiom and Holland. China 
would fitjht for generations rather than accept peace on such terms. 
It is one thintr for Japan to beat the Chmese and Corean armies. She 
has done that before and she can do it again. She has even held Corea 
for years, gaining great c^ory but draining away her blood and trea- 
sure thereby. In the end, however, she had to leave. .\nd, if she 
had only to reckon v/ith China, she would have to leave again. She 
cannot afford a thirty years war, for modern war is expensive and her 
resources are not exhaustless. But she knows that Russia too would 
not allow her to annex Corea, tmless for a price that would be her 
sure eventual ruin. In the meanwhile, Russia is not ili-pleased to 
see the two Eastern powers, with whom she has to deal, weakening 
tiiemseives. If it amuses them, it certainly does not hurt her. As 
for Britain, her voluntary surrender of Port Hamilton proved what 
her policy was. Unlike Russia, she has no sinister end to gain, and 
Japan, if wise, will seek through her good offices to establish admin- 
istrative reforms in Corea on an international basis, and then retire. 
Will she be content with this, in the hour of victory ? Magnanimity, 
on the part of individuals and nations, is true wisdom, but history 
shows so little of it, that no nation is in a position to throw stones at 
another. Japan is more likely to strike for Pekin, and, if so, she takes 
heavy risKs. In justice to her, let it be understood that for years 
Corea has treated with indifference her well-founded complaints of 
injustice, and that China has been contemptuous. The idea that 
Japan entered on the war as a political move, in order that the 
Cabinet might make some political capital, is preposterous. Japan 
has larger trade interests in Corea thay any or all other countries, 
and she has a right to insist tiiat these shall be protected. Whether 
she could have secured this end without going to war is a question. 
My own opinion is that she exercised forbearance for a longer time 
than any Etiropean country would have shown, and that longer delay 
could not have been expected. The people, as one man, are behind 
the Government, and they are the best judges of their own honour 
and interests. They declare that they are not fighting f<Mr-conquest ; 
that they ask for nothinfj but the observance of treaties : and that it 
will please them better lo sec Corea secure from all foreign control 
than to have it as a Province of Japan, 
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AFTER four years of labour pains, the Democratic party in the 
States has brought forth the Gorman Bill. How deep the 

Prendttit's resentment is we may judge from his letter to Mr. Catch- 
ings, and bow bitterly the best men in the party are disappointed, the 

President aeve- elections in Maine and Vermont show. The November 
t gnOandjiam elections will probably prove that the sariu; feeling ex- 
" BW. jgjj^jg Qygr {jjg country. Canada has had a lesson, 
in letters suAciently large for the unlearned to read, on the difference 
between the constitutions of the two countries, as well as a lesson on 
the danger of fostering special interests, in whicli " the commimism 
of pelf " must be stronger than even the cohesion of party. 

In 1890, a combination of protected interests passed the McKinley 
Bill. It was the most complete system of "scientific protection" 
ever evolved on this continent, for it aimed at protecting all classes. 
The agricultural clauses were not drawn in a spirit of hostility to 
Canada, as has sometimes been said, but simply that the farmers of 
the States contiguous to Canada might have their fair share of pro- 
tection. Many of our own farmers, who are opposed to the protec- 
tion of coal oil and store goods, are eager to be protected against 
American com and pork. The American former was more reason- 
able. Tie was willing to bless the manufacturers but he asked a share 
of the blessing for himself. McKinley, accordingly, threw his shield 
round him, and the Senate was so ** nxed " by the admission of new, 
scantily-peopled Republican States, that it was believed that it would 
be impossible to throw ofT the shield for at least eight years. The 
November elections ol 1890, however, showed that the people at large 
did not appreciate the blessing even of scientific protection. To the 
amaz^ent of good Republicans they kicked vigorously, by sending 
an overwhelming Democratic majority to Congress. That would 
have settled McKinley at once, had the Statesonly had the Constitution 
of Canada ; but in the land of freedom, the Senate has co-ordinate 
powers with the people's House and nothing could be done. Give 
McKinley time ; let him have a fair chance, his friends said, and the 
people will see his beauty. The Constitution gave what they asked 
lor ; but with the lapse of years, he seenjed more objectionable tlian 
ever, and in 189a the Republican rout was so complete that — con- 
trary to all expectations — the Senate was captured as well as the 
Executive and the Congress. Again, had the States only had our Con- 
stitution, the popular mandate would have been instantly obeyed ; 
but in the land where alone there is "government of the people, by the 
people, for the people, ' McKinley still reigned supreme till last Au- 
gust, and when he stepped down, his place was taken, not by Wilson 
who represented the Democratic party, but by Gorman, who repre- 
sented the Sugar Trust 1 

THE victory of the protected interests is complete. They have 
not only baffled the popular will again and again, but they 
have degraded the branch of their Legislature which had hitherto 
been honoured by the world. Freeman declared that the U. S. Semate 
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was as much superior to the House of Lords as Congress was inferior 
to the House of Commons. If the great historian were alive now, he 
would have to give a differeiii verdict. For, at any rate, the House 
of Lords has never been even suspected of boodling or condoning it 
in any of its members. But when one Senator confesses that he had 
•* inadvertently " ordered liis broker to buy stock in the Sugar Trust, 
while the duty was pending, and others let it be known that 
the Trust must be satisfied, and the representatives of other interests 
insisted on their pound of flesh, and when — in conference with the 
popular house — the representatives of the Senate took the position 
that they had ccmie, not to confer or to compromise, much less to 
yield, and that the question was simply between their Bill or no tariff 
legislation at all, what can be said for the Senate ? No despot would 
ever have attempted, against the expressed will of the people, what 
the Senators have done. The House of Lords dare not touch a 
money bill. They accepted, last Session, Sir \\'illiam \'ernon Har- 
court's Budget, though it was ostentatiously and almost insolently 
directed against themselves. But in the States; a handful of million- 
aires or the lacqueys of millionatres laugh at the people and at their 
own party platform, clap on new taxes and enrich themselves or the 
rings they represent with the spoils Strange to say, there is scarcely 
a murmur of popular discontent. Murmurs might be interpreted as 
meaning that the Constitution of the United States is not perfect, and 
it is safer to rail at the Almighty than at the Constitution. It is im- 
possible not to admire this sturdy faith. Our neighbours come of 
a good stock. The old English tenacity, the nolumus leges An^at 
uiuiarc, is evidently in them. They arc likely to accomplish some- 
thing great in the world. At any rate, a high authority has said that 
a nation, without deeply rooted Conservative instincts, cannot acctmi* 
plish anything. 

THE President was too strong for the rings on the Silver question, 
but they had their revenp^e when it came to the tariff. His 

own action helped them, though he meant far otherwise. Long be- 
fore this, he must have felt that his letter to Mr. Wilson was a mis- 
take. It should not have been written, unless he had made up his 
mind to veto, in case the Senate insisted on the Gorman Bill. That 
letter put him m the power of the Senators whom he had previously 
angered, and it misled people who believed that he was a man whom 
party necessities could not bend, a man who would not change if once 
the word went forth from his lips. Perhaps his success with the Sil- 
ver Bill, and the universal approval which greeted his letter to Gover- 
nor Altgeld and his proclamation in sending the troops to Chicago, 
made him fancy that a strong letter would stiffen his party in Con- 
gress and evoke a national sentiment so universal as to make the 
Senators quail. But the circumstances were diflereot and circum> 
stances alter cases. The majority of the Republican Senators were 
with him in the fight for honest money. Well they mif^ht. for the 
strength of their party is in States which do not produce silver and 
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which have no idea of enacting that fifty cents make a dollar. The 
Chicago riots, with the attituide of the Governor and the munici> 

pal authorities, threatened societ} , and the wide-spread paralysis 
alike of trade, of travel and of authority so alarmed people that a uni- 
versal sigh of relief went up when a strong voice was heard, declaring 
*that order would be maintained. But the tariff, unfortunately, is 
a party question, and the mass of the American people know nothing 
of economic principles. They know when they are hurt, but to know 
what hurts them is another thing. The Republicans as a body are 
Still wedded to protection, and there was only an uncertain Demo* 
cratic majority of four or five in the Senate. Such a letter as that to 
Mr. Wilson put their backs up. To be told that they had betrayed 
their trust and that their Bill was a fraud was too much for human 
nature, especially when the language came from the hMd ci their 
party. If he thinks so, why did he not let us know unmistakably, be- 
fore we had committed ourselves, was a natural rejoinder. They de- 
termined therctore to stand together, and when that was known, the 
party in Congress had to stand with tiiem. They could not'go back 
to their constituents, confessing that they had not been able to do 
anything. That left the President standing alone. What was he to 
do ? He could not sign the Bill which he had denounce. But to 
veto it was leave McKinley in possession. Never was a President in 
a more crticl strait. A strong man is expected to say yea or nay. 
He said neither, and the Bill became law, just as if there had been no 
President. 

Did he take the right course ? The majority answers yes. The 

Gorman Bill was better than the McKinley and he had no right to 
deprive the people of its benefits. A minority answers no. The 
national honour is of more consequence than a measure of tariff relief 
and the President had declared the Gorman Bill a dishonour. Had 
he acted up to that declaration, the people would have vindicated him 
and punished the traitors. As it is, the traitors have won, and the 
Su^ar Trust and its friends pocket forty millions, with the added 
satisfocti<m of knowing that they forced Mr. Cleveland — the strongest 
President since Lincoln — to practically abdicate his position. In his 
letter to Mr. Wilson lie sounded the trumpet as leader, but when the 
time came to lead, he announced himself as one of the rank and file* 
The sound of the trumpet meant then not war but bluff, and Mr. 
Cleveland is the one man from whom blufl" was not expected. 

Of course, the pressure was so great that only granite could have 
resisted. Had he stood firm, what would tiave happened ? Un- 
speakable concision for a time, and then a clear issue between the 
parties, with Mr. Cleveland as leader <rf One party. Now, there is 
neither a clear issue nor a leader. 



THE terrible revelations of 1H91, concerning the Public W'orks 
Department of the Dominion and Quebec Provinces, aroused 

the conscience of the people, and the prosecutions which were ua- 
dertaken promised a new legime. It was understood that Sir John 
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TM cwraB I'hompsoa had taken a dedded stand and that Sir John 

_ ^ Abbott was with him. But the cancer is very deep, as 
' deep at any rate as the party system, and the disease is 
showing itself again as foul as ever. Notning certainly could be 
more complete than the corruption connected with the Lachine Canal 
Bridges. So numerous and experienced were theforces enp^n^ed in the 
conspiracy of plunder, that Mr. Haggart professed himself unable, 
even with the help of detectives, to get at the heart of the business: 
Indeed, he naively confessed that he was not aware of anything being 
amiss until he read an item in the Montreal Star ! Here was public 
work going on, costing hundreds of thousands of dollars more than the 
estimates, but the Department — presided over by a responsible Minis* 
ter, with a capable Engineer-in-chief and scores of skilled employees 
— is dependent lor information on a newspaper costing one cent ! It 
would appear that the country should employ a newspaper staff or in I 
some way change its system or its men. Accordmg to the inquiry 
made by the Public Accounts Committee, the excess in the cost of 
the work was about $200,000, and he must be an extremely credulous 
person who &ncies that the Committee detected everythmg. Some 
subordinate?; were dismissed and a promise was given — not yet ful- 
filled — to prosecute the contractor. A new view of the matter,' how- 
ever, is now given by another member of the Cabinet, the Hon. Mr. 
Onimet. According to him, there was nothing wrong about the busi- 
ness, and people, instead of referring to it should speak only of what 
Count Mercier did in His words to the electors at L'Assomp* 1 

tion, on Sept. i8th, are so unequivocal that^if true— 4lie subordinates { 
who were dismissed should he reinstated, with a public apology. j 
"The Liberals," he said, "would speak about the Curran bridge! 
The Bate des Chaleurs scandal was more seasonable, considering the 
weather. ' The Curran Bridge had cost dear, but not more than it 
ought to have cost. The work hatl had to be performed rapidly. 
Every day that it remained unfinished after the opening of navigation j 
would liave cost the mercantile community at least a liundred thou- 1 
sand dollars. Men had, therefore, to be kept at work night and daT, 
and the extra expense had been unavoidable." I ! I 

How extremely satisfactory to be assured of this 1 Only a vei^ 
unrttflonable critic would ask why Mr. Ouimet was unable to satisfy 
so tfjrt^an/ a colleague as Mr. Haggart, or to defend the extra ex- 
pense either in Parliament or before the Public Accounts Committee, 
Probably the same critic might add that, when all the circumstances 
of this case »re considered, the defence shows a more shocking condi- 
tion of affairs than the crime. j 

For, since Mr. Ouimet delivered himself, Mr. Justice Burbidgehas 1 
pronounced on part of the case, and when a Judge speaks from the 
bench, our judgment is no longer tossed to and bo between rival poli* 
ticians and party organs. The feet of the poor public are then 
on a rock. His Lordship, in rendering judgment in the Exchequer 
Court, on a petition of the contractor, which was dismissed with costs, 
made some startling statements. The same person, it would seem, 
acted as time-keeper for and took pay from both the contractor and 
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the Crown 1 Is that the principle on which the Department of Rail- 
ways or Public Works usually acts? Af,Min, of a total claim of $284,- 
192, there were proper certiticates for ;j^tio,384. For the balance oJ 
$203,798 the certificates were " to say the least, utterly valueless I " 
The only marvel is that the Department should have been careful 
about $8Ot0O0, when it was quite indifferent about $203,000. Ftirther, 
the contractor had deliberately destroyed his books and papers, and 
yet came into court as a supplicant for justice { He ana his firiends 
shouM ctTtainly get justice. Again, " The excessive cost of the work 
might be charged partly to the idling on the part of the men, but the 
evidence pointed rather to a falsification of the pay lists as the princi- 
pal cause. Evidence showed that the suf^licant did not hestitate to 
falsify his accounts!" W'e now see what a Minister of the Crown 
means when he declares that the extra expense of the work in question 
was '* unavoidable/* 



IT is difficult to write of such a case with calmness ; still more dif- 
ficult when it is only a specimen, and when it is remembered 

that in the last days of the last session of Parliament over four 
millions of dollais were voted, in the face of a steadily falling 

revenue, as subsidies for railways which are purely local and which 
will now assuredly be " milked " for the party. Men may differ in 
opinion about the tariff. They may think it right to tax an article of 
general consumption, like coal oil, one hundred per cent., or practi- 
cally to shut our ports against British goods, though Britain is the one 
sure market for our stuff and though our national interests are the same 
as hers and she has to pay the piper for their defence. Arguments 
can be mailt on different sides of such questions and we must listen 
to them and answer them respectfully. But no argument can be con- 
structed in favour of systematically robbing the public strong-box, 
with the tacit consent of a guardian of the strong-box, and his denial 
afterwards that there has been any robbery at all. By these things a 
country loses its soul. If we cannot stamp these things out, we are 
not fit to be free. The interest of the whole is the interest of each 
part, and each citizen is therefore bound by the very instinct of self- 
preservation lo register a vow before the altar of his conscience that, 
so far as he has the power, tiiese things shall for ever cease and de- 
termine in Canada. 



ORRUPTION, condoned by Cabinet Ministers, penetrates to 



V-^ the lowest stratum of society. At the meeting of the electors 
of L'Assomption afaready referred lo, ex«alderman Jeannote, the sit* 

ting member, gave a lucid explanation of what he had done for them. 
"He pointed to the number of positions which he had secured for 
electors of L'Assoroption County. Appointments to the aggregate 
value of $6752 annually had been obtained for them through his in* 
fluence in the corporation of Montreal. The money that paid them 
did not cume out ot the pockets oi his electors ; it was the citizens of 
Montreal who were taxed for them. He had secured four Govern- 




Digitized by Google 



QUEENS QUARTERLY, 



meat posts for his friends last year. There were sttU more to be secur- 
ed ift the future. Mis electors would always find him their faithful 
and devoted servant. He was comfortably o£f, aad a bacheior, wbicii 
left him free to look after their interests." 

This is delicious. Other members do such things but, as a tribute 
to ])uhlic decency, keep them a dead secret. But, Mr. Jcannote has 
no mawkish scruples. He publislies his good deeds from the house- 
top. And, though the meeting was a joint one, and Mr. Tarte was 
present for the opposition, no one uttcrc-d a word of protest. Mr. 
Tarte cared for only one thing. The Government, m defiance 
of the Constitution, must disallow the Manitoba schooi-law. "My 
heart," he said, **melts at the sight of my fellow-countrymen ill-treat- 
ed." Mr. Ouimet agreed with hiin tliat tlie one thing needful was 
that children in Manitoba "should learn on the school-benches tlie 
religious prmciples which make good citizens." How edifying this 
mutual zeal for religion! It reminds us of the husband protesting 
love for his wife in public and vehemently kissing her photn<:,'r;if)h. 
while every one knew that at home he starved her, stripped her and 
beat her within an inch of her life. For, while there may be ecclesi- 
asticism, these cannot be religion without mot.>]it\ . and public is as 
imj)erative as private morality. From the j^latforrn tlK^re was only 
praise for thegood Mr. Jeannote. " Vour member" said the representa- 
tive of the Government to the assembled people, **had the quality of 
independence, and thnt was a quality which a Ooverment appreciat- 
ed. It was from the independent members that they expected and 
received valuable suggestions for their guidanre. and ihe value of 
such members could not be over-estimati i I ' 

There is nothing in Pickwick to beat this, if ( itip di^es not draw 
this picture of "the independent members, ' it should be sent to 
Puncn. But, what a difficult country Canada is to govern, when 
politicians openly avow that it must be governed on the principle of 
buying the members and of the members buying their constituents! 
Who does not long lor a true national party to arise ? Will the Pat- 
rons of Industry prove to he sucli a party ? As our fanners must 
eventually bear the main burden of government, purity and econ- 
omy of administration concern tliem directly. They represent, too, 
the best elements of the population, and if they can be aroused and 
organized, they can do what they please, if only tlie\ understand that 
their great duty is to select honest and capaM«- Ii M lfi--. A farmer 
can betray a cause pust as readily as a lawyer, and once he has secured 
an office as his price, he can snap his fingers at angry constituents. 
The Patrons had better look out for two or three men out of whom 
statesniari can be made. Let them think not of the calling of the 
Candidate, but of their own platform and of the capacity of the Can- 
didate to get it manufactured into law at Ottawa. G. 
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SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE GREAT NORTH- 
WEST. 



I. — ^IlfMIGRATION AND TRANSPORTATION. ' 

THE Great North- West, as a name at least, commonly sur- 
rounded with a halo of superlatives, has been familiar 
enough to most Canadians for a considerable time. Yet there are 
probably few names so familiar which convey so imperfect an 
idea of what they represent. Before going out to see someibiog 
of the territories for mysdf, I found that, in my own case, I had 
developed two quite distinct, and in some measure conflicting 
ideas answering to the name North-West. The one, correspond- 
ing to the great North- West with the retinue of superlatives, was 
obtained by reading: Government pamphlets and settler's guides, 
C. P. R. literature of a similar type, and articles on the terri- 
tories and the railroad, in various Canadian and Ent,'lish perio- 
dicals, from the pens of a number of entiiusiasuc writers who are 
the chief ornaments of the Canadian school of patriots. The 
other, a much narrower, more locahzed and much less splendid, 
but withal more human idea, was derived mainly from conversa- 
tions with persons who had lived in widely different parts of the 
North- West, and who, while tolerably well satisfied with their 
lot, were not rendered arrogant by unusual good fortune. 

During the past summer, being invited to give a course of 
University Extension lectures on Political Science in southern 
Alberta, I gladly availed myself of the opportunity which I ex- 
pected this would give me of meeting and discussing the tern- 
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tonal questions of the day with some of the more intelligent 
residents of an important division of the North- West. My ex- 
pectations were not disappointed ; bat much of the inlbffiiiatioii 
friucb I gatberad firom many soofctt was quite novel and nn* 
looked for. 

After completing the Extension coorse, I continaed my obser- 
vations in other parts of the territory, sharing the life and enjoy- 
ing the hospitali^ of the brmers and nncheis, oonraQg over the 
prairies and foot-hills on stmdy broncos, and getting as closely as 
possible into touch with the life and ideas of the settlers. When 
three months of such varied experiences had passed, I found 
most of my old ideas of the North-West, and of Alberta in parti- 
cular, quite levolntioniaed. 

It is altogether impossible to express in one general statement 
the ver>' varied and often incongruous elements which make ap 
the physical conditions or the economic and social life of the 
territories at the present time. In old countries, and the older 
parts of our own country, from the £act that the great body of the 
people is native and homogeneous, there are found certain well 
defined characteristics of social and business life. These make 
up that stable order of relations into which new comers are intro- 
duced and to which thev soon adjust themselves, even thou^^h in 
doing so their influence may be apparent. In the tertitories, 
however, society is in process of formation — a most interesting 
process to observe. What tlie permanent characteristic features 
will be is at present somewhat uncertain. The constituent ele- 
ments come from widely differing physical, social and business 
surroundint^s. and there mingle together with perhaps no domi- 
nant type to steady or give direction to the new formation. Some 
of the present, and perhaps permanent consequences of this con- 
dition I may attempt to present in a future article ; here I wish 
to deal with soAe more general qaestions which affect the very 
foundations of the conntry*s future, those, namely, relating to 
immigration and tnmsportation. 

First, with regard to the settlement of the country. Does it not 
seem strange that in spite of the abnormal efforts put forth by the 
Government and its immigration agents, not to mmtion the 
Ubonrs of the C.P.R., the colonisation companies, and the Cana- 
dian school of patriots,— all settmg forth the wonderfol resources 
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of the North- West territories, — ^these regions should yet fill up so 
slowly.? The last census shows that all the territories together con- 
tain but little more than one-third the population of Toronto city. 

After indulging for a time in immigration literature, listening 
to a few immigration orations, including the after-dinner efforts 
of the High Commissioner, and reading an article or two by Mr. 
Hopkins or Mr. Parkin for instance, the conviction is inevitable 
that the North- West territories, stand at the head of 'the 
timber, mineral, agricultural and grazing countries of the 
world, and are, in other qualities also, capable of satisfying the 
fondest dreams of any immigrant. Plain prose is scarcely ade- 
quate to express either the present condition or the future pro- 
spects of the country. A widely circulated government publica- 
tion was issued first in 1884 and again in 1888 as a settler's guide 
to Alberta, the modest object of which, according to the compiler, 
is *' to lay before the intending emigrant plain facts gleaned from 
practical and reliable sources." In this the poets are frequently 
called upon to supplement the prose efforts of the compiler, in 
order to give an adequate expression to the plain facts. 

Thus Alberta's greatness is fitly introduced by these tine lines 
from Tennyson : — 

** For I dipt into the future, far as human eye could see, 

Saw the vision of the world, and all the wonder that would be ; 

Saw the heavens fill with commerce argosies of magic sails, 

Pilots of the purple twilight, dropping down with costly bales.* 

And if any one should think that this is rather too lofty a 
perch to take in a guide to settlers, concerned with nothing but 
plain fects, let him look at the nature of the facts and he will see 
that the plainness of the hct need not exclude a certain regal 
quality quite worthy of such language. Thus "when we' begin 
to consider the great and varied resources of this western coun- 
tiy — its immense forests of magnificent timber, its inexhaustible 
coal fields, its mines of gold, silver, lead and iron, its agricultural 
productiveness, its great adaptability to the raising of horses, 
cattle and sheep — it does not need a strong imagination to group 
the gigantic nature of the commerce which, before many years, 
will be centred here." 

We learn, too, from those writers and lecturers who under- 
take to make a comparison between our North- West and the 
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North-Western States, that Providence has carefully and wisely 
located the choicest resources and advantages to the north of the 
forty-ninth parallel. A most favoured nation thisl Even in the 
narrower ran^e of Alberta • there seems to be e%'ery natural con- 
dition happily and purposely blended to make Alberta one day 
the richest province of the Dominioa. Where dse io Canada 
will one find snch a lavish wealth of natural resoorces ? Where 
wash a dlmate— healthfol, energizing, joyous heyond compare ? 
Providence, the boontifnl hand of natme ooold scarcely have done 
more for a countiy." Surely no one can deny that " a coontry 
with snch advantages, should not lemain long unsettled." Else- 
where a sort of warning is given to 'come early and avoid the jam,* 
for ** those who are in at the start are those whose opportuni- 
ties win be best to thrive with the country and share in the great 
wealth that nature has spread out and invited a world to come 
and participate in.'* Nor does the writer of this standard guide 
to the country confine himself to mere frittering generalities ; he 
gives the prospective immigrant to understand that in this **veri- 
table land of Goshen " he may obtain 120 bushels of oats and 60 
bushels of wheat or barley per acre, and so many roots and vege* 
tables that he candidly confesses himself afraid to give the figures 
lest the plainness of his facts should be questioned. 

Here, then, is a land containing exactly those forms of wealth 
which are most eagerly desired, and for which men are contin- * 
natly searching the globe. Throughout Europe and the eastern 
parts of Canada and the United States, — as we are assured by 
many, — cruel and grasping monopolists have seized upon what few 
natural resources are there to be found, and are steadily refusing 
to allow tens of thousands of eager workers to have access to 
them. Here in Alberta, however, b open to all comers such an 
overwhelming amount of natural resource that "one is amazed at 
the tremendous possibilities " which it offers. Few may 
claim that they have not had this <^ospel presented to them, for, 
dnrinj,' the recent period of the great exodus from Europe and 
from the eastern parts of Canada and the United States, our 
government agents have spared neither prose nor verse nor any 
form of literature, save only that of fiction from which they claim 
to have abstained, in spreading abroad the good news. In this 
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they have been ably assisted by the C. P. R. and other agencies. 
And yet the very classes who are most anxious for these riches 
and for this access to nature pay little heed to these generous offers 
of great opportunities, but pass on to what anyone having read up 
these facto roust admit to be very inferior locdities. One Minis- 
ter of the Interior after another tackles this astonishing problem, 
and each one promises a more spirited immigration policy than 
the ]ast» only to find that the more spirited the policy, the more 
poetic and tempting the offers, and the plainer the hcts present- 
ed, the more slowly does the country develop. And all the while 
the grim Su: Richard is proddmg up the Ministry, standing with 
the official prospectus of the North- West at the time of building 
the C. P. R. in one hand, and immigration returns, census re- 
ports and exodus calculations in the other, desiring information 
as to the location of those millions who were ere this to have oc- 
cupied the great plains of the West. 

But why pursue the question further along this line ? There 
is evidently no hope of reaching a solution from the official 
side, but only certainty of getting deeper into confusion. Let us 
turn to the country itself and see what is to be learned on the 
ground. 

In the first place we find that in some of the districts on which 
much poetry and praise have been lavished, there are deserted 
houses and fields once cultivated now returned to weeds. From 
some of these very places letters were written, by request of the 

compiler, which now appear in the guide to settlers, encour- 
aging the intending immigrant with reports of progress which are 
most satisfactory. Further, when one begins to enquire of the 
most prosperous and practical ranchers about the statements 
contained in this immigrant literature, one is apt to be met with 
a very broad smile and to be given to understand that this sort 
of thing is intended for the weaker brethern. But, coming to the 
more serious side of the matter, it is held by many that nothing 
has done more lo prevent the normal development of the terri- 
tory than the circulation of that sort of literature. Several of 
those who have written letters for the Government or the C.P.R. 
are really prosperous settlers, but few of these are dependent on 
ranching or farming. In most of the publications the letters 
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given are mainly from merchants and other middle men, real 
estate and other agents, goveroment offidak of varioas grades, 
indodiog immigrant agents, moncy-leodefS» local preachers and 
even occasional travellers. Now, of coarse, most of these per- 
sons are directly interested in simply getting people to come into 
their neighboorhood in order that they may make profits ont of 
them in one form or another. There is one piece of really good 
advice which is pretty generally given hysnch persons and which 
is quite characteristic. Th^ wish the world to understand that 
the tenritoiy is very abandantly supplied with persons of their 
special callings^ while the kind of settlers leqoirod in unlimited 
numbers must be willing to make their living from nature, and 
not through their fellows, must be sober, industrious and hard* 
wcnrking, and, if possible, sapplied with some reserve fund in 
cash. This is very excellent advice, but there is a sense in wbicb 
such virtue is its own reward, for the advice is in peHect harmony 
with the interests of the writers. 

There are others, however, having a say in the matter, whose 
imtnedi'itc interests, at least, do not coincide with sucti ad\ ice. 
The immigrant agent, advocates of a spirited immigratjon policy 
and persons, of whatever political party, who estimate national 
greatness by the census lists, gladly welcome all comers. They 
believe thoroughly in the natural equality of all men, and, acting 
on this belief, despise no one as an immigrant who can be set 
down to their credit as an addition to the population. As a con- 
sequence many people are found in the territories who are 
wholly unfit for the life and work of a new country. Of the in- 
capables there are two classes. There are those, in the first 
place, of whom little more need be said in this connection than 
that they are specimens of humanity. Some of these receive 
periodic remittances from Europe, chiefly from Britain, and some 
do not. In the second place, there are those of considerable 
education and refinement, and not without parts, but who have 
grown up in the highly specialized and organized economic lifie 
of the modem English city, and, when transferred to the prairie 
or foot'hills, are almost as helpless as a limb severed ftom the 
body. They know little of what it means to provide the greater 
l>art of their living for themselves, and still less of how to make a 
living out of ranching alone. They have come out expecting to 
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do some work of course, — ^though not veiy much in so rich a coun- 
try, — ^but mainly to enjoy the charm and freedom of nature, to ride 
horses, to indulge in field sports and, quite generally, to enjoy all 
those beautiful, poetic and aristocratic privileges promised them 
by the honey-tongued immigrant agent and the reliable settler's 
guide. Afterwards; when the failure which was inevitable has 
overtaken them, how bitterly they deplore their lot, and how they 
rait against the Government and its base deceivers. To meet 
with some such fiunilies in their praliie homes, is an interesting 
though saddening experience. There we are likely to Bnd a com- 
bination of wretched surroundings, ill-furnished and poverty- 
stricken shacks, yet with here and there a remnant from the 
happier estate of the past, such as an odd piece or two of fine old 
English table ware in china or silver, a few draggling ghosts of 
garments that once in their orip^inal brightness had probably 
shone in far off social gatherings, or perhaps a room ornament or 
two, looking most incongruous amid their present surroundings. 
Still, in the midst of these unpromising circumstances one may 
find people of charming manners and most enjoyable conversa- 
tion. One cannot but feel that it was a shame to have lured such 
people out into the wilderness to make shipwreck of their lives. 
But failures of many kinds are too common there to attract much 
attention or excite much pity. If, however, they begin to give 
vent to their hardships in print and to accuse the Government or 
the Railroad of deception, they are styled " clironic kickers," and 
attempts are made to smother them out. They are abused as 
thriftless and incapable ; and most of them certainly are when 
set out on the prairie. Why, then, encourage such people to come 
to the country by giving such an exaggerated and mi^eading ac- 
count of it as to cause them to suppose that it is very easy to 
make a living and even to grow rich there ? 

The fact is that the immigration literature circulated with 
regard to Alberta and other parts of the North- West, is 
grossly deceptive and, instead of being beneficial to the coun- 
try, is proving its most serious drawback. The writers have 
protested over much and .are not believed by the wise but only 
by the foolish. Although some parts of the country are really 
well supplied with natural resources, yet only a limited num- 
ber can be made available during the early stages of the 
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conntiy'8 growth. There is a natural sequence in the devebp- 
ment of a country's wealth, and, if the primary resources and 
advantages are defective, the existence of the secondary ones in 
great abundance is of little avail. But the immigrant agents and 
the immigration literature give their victims to understand that 
everything will be in full blast in a few years, and that no time is 
to be lost in getting into place in order to share in the vast riches 
which are about to be unfolded. On the one hand the advan- 
tages are greatly over-rated, on the other the disadvantages aUd 
hardships which are to be faced are almost ignored. ' Resources 
which exist only in limited quantities, or in limited sections, or 
are available only with great difficulty, are so described as to give 
the idea that they are freely available by nearly every settler in 
the country. Thus the idea is ^'iven that coal may be had for 
almost nothing, and so it may in many places, but as a rule little 
else that is desirable may be had just there, and so the settlers 
find that to make a living they must dwell ten, twenty, fifty or a 
hundred miles from available coal supplies. With roads to make, 
mining to pay for, and the coal to haul even short distances, it is 
commonly found to be worth more than it is in Ontario, and, 
except from regular mines, such as at Lethbridgc or Banff, the 
quality is medium or under. In places within ten miles of open 
coal mines I have found coal selling for twice and even three times 
what it sells for in Ontario. But with all its coal resources, 
which are evidently quite ext^isive, the great majority of settlers 

in Alberta still use wood for burning and often draw it very long 
.distances. 

It is perhaps natural to speak solemnly of the vast power lying 
dormant in Alberta coal mines. Bui there is no more power lying 
unused in coal fields in the neighbourhood of the Alberta settlers, 
than is going to waste in water priviteges in the neighbourhood of 
the Ontario settlers, and the one resource is likely to be made 
available for the settlers at about the same stage of development 
as the other. Again, in the case of wood and timber, a glowing 
statement is made with regard to the abundance of wood for 
building and other purposes, and then a list is given of the var- 
ious woods which grow in the territory. But not one in ten is 
worth nientionin;;, except for its botanical interest, and the only 
good one for lumber is the Douglas fir which is confined to the 
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mountains, chiefly on the British Columbia side whence the 
greater part of the lumber comes, and of course it is quite ex- 
pensive. It is quite true also that much of the soil in Alberta, 
especially along the foot-hills, is of the Bnest quality. I certain- 
ly never saw better. But along with this important advantage, 
must be taken the special disadvantages which uDfortunately 
accompany it, such as firost in the foot>hills and dnmtb on the 
plain, hail storms In sommer and fire in harvest. The fire io dry 
seasons is a terrible scourge both in the mountains among the 
timber, and over the foot-hills and plains where it destroys crops 
and hay. The prairie grasses are rich in qaality, but do not grow 
high and are thin on the soil, there being no continuous turf 
such as is produced here in the east and in Europe from root 
spreading grasses. The prairie grasses perpetuate themselves 
by seeding. When, therefore, the pasture is cut too closely, or 
eaten too bare, the grass begins to thin out and the weeds to 
take its place; hence the number of stock that can be permanently 
kept on a given area is very much less than in eastern Canada, 
the proportion being about one to ten. Sheep are still more 
destructive on the western pastures, and these animals, which 
were at first looked upon ascertain to be a great source of wealth, 

are now excluded by law from the ranching districts of southern 
Alberta. 

It is already evident that ranching alone will support * 
a very limited population, and without irrigation it is now 
practically admitted that the southern half of Alberta and most 
of Assiniboia will be very uncertain farming districts. Alberta 
lends itself admirably to a system of irrigation in the 
neighbourhood of the larger rivers, and Goveinment engineers are 
now at work on the surveys. The smaller streams are already 
used by ranchers in the upper foot-hilts to water their hay fields, 
but in dry weather they never reach the plains. Assiniboia, how- 
ever, is not adapted for irrigation and those who settle there 
most trust to Providence. As to whether even cheap irrigation 
will pay in Alberta, will depend more on cost of transportation 
lor the products than on anything else. The mineral resources 
and their development afford no safe grounds for prediction ; but, 
judging from the latest geological maps, the only promising regbn 
is on the British Columbia side of the mountains. However, the 
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kind of immigrant who con:es to uork there must have plenty of 
capital and will probably not reach the country in the train of an 
immi^ant agent or with a settler's guide in his hand. The 
swelling descriptions of the mineral resources are evidently in- 
tended for the edificatioD of agricolftiml aettlen, not for the in- 
stmction of miners and capkaiists ; bnt tiie former will do well 
to look to what may be prodoced, and what markets may be ob- 
tained for it, in the time which may dapoe between their arrival 
in the territoiy and the development of a special local market 
through the working op of the mineiml resonroes. 

There seems to be a good farming district around Edmonton 
in the north, and for the present this has taken the place of 
southern Alberta as the El Dorado of the territories. Quite a 
number of settlers have been going in there for the past two or 
three years, some from Europe, some from the United States, 
and some from other parts of the territories whose weaknesses 
have been discovered, and whose reputations are gone. At present 
round Edmonton, as formerly round Calgary, the intlux of new 
settlers gives a local market which more than absorbs all that the 
first comers can produce. Hence prices are high and the most 
glowing reports of prosperity are wafted back for the encourage- 
ment of others. But io-as-moch-as this is a grain growing and 

. not a ranching district, — ^there being too much snow for ranching 
— ^when production increases and the immigration boom is over, 
a distant market must be found for the grain. Now no market at 
present in sight, with existing freight rates and the low price of 
wheat, is capable of returning even the thriftiest farmer more than 
a bare living. The people in Edmonton who have an eye to the 
fotore recognize this and are already looking for salvation from 
a railroad to run from Edmonton through the Yellowhead pass, 
across British Columbia, over the strait to the upper end of Van- 
couver Island, and down to Victoria. Victoria's interest in the 
venture is to obtain revenge on Vancouver for being made the 
terminus of the C. P. R. Great confidence is expressed that this 

'scheme will afford a solution of the difficulty which threatens. 
But even if the new road can afford to carry grain and other farm 
produce cheaper than the C. P. R. does now, and will do so if it 
can afford it, it remains to be seen whether prices will be much 
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better on the Pacific coast, which at present sends snrphis ^rain 
to Europe. However, the Edmonton people also look for great 
local markets through the development of mineral resources. The 
proportion in this scheme of the substance of things hoped for to 
the substance of things evident is dangerously large at present. 
But of course the West is above all things else the land of promise. 

In any case, however, it takes no long acquaintance with 
western conditions to see that no second-rate class of immigrants 
will permanently succeed there. Main strength and awkward- 
ness, or mere hard work, counts for much less, while foresight and 
judgement count for mach more in the west than here in the east. 
But the claB8 of persons most indispensable for the west is pre- 
cisely the class which will not respond to present immigration 
methods. They will rather be repelled by them. The best set- 
tlers in the territories now have not gone there through the pre- 
sent immigration machinery. Some of them went there in the 
well selected detachments which constituted the first body of ■ 
mounted police. Others came in from the States to the south, 
guided by their own enterprise ; others camd from Ontario and the 
Eastern provinces in like manner, and still others from Britain. 
The latter in some cases were partially influenced by the govern- 
ment guides to the country, though they seem to have also made 
inquiries in other quarters. Quite a number, I found, had come 
out to the country to see it for themselves, intending to return if 
it^id not suit them. The majority of the best arrivals of late 
have conie through the letters and reports sent to them by friends. 
This is by far the most eflfective and satisfactory method of colon- 
ization, and is the one which has supplied the best immigrants 
and the most capital to the United States. The Canadian exodus 
is only one phase of this. The prosperous settler is the best im- 
migant agent, and the unprosperous one is sure to give ihe coun- 
try a bad name. 

Since my return from Alberta I had the pleasure of 
listening to a lecture on the resources of the North-West by an 
immigrant agent of the C. P. R., who was about to depart on a 
regular winter tour of immigration work in the United States. I 
listened with considerable interest to his descriptions of the very 
sections from which I had just returned. There was not very much 
in the lecture that one could say was positively untrue, but there 
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was just about as little that one could say was positively true. It 
migfat be troe enough, for instance, to say that there is a great 
deal of soil in Alaska which is admirably adapted for the growing 
of oranges ; but if that statement is made in connection with a 
lecture describing Alaska as a desirable field for settlers, the idea 
conveyed is absolntely &lse. The lecture in question was qnite 
a study in effects furoduced by a tittle well-placed exaggeration, 
the effective use of half truths, and the prominence given to ad- 
vantages when the modifying disadvantages are carefully 
ignored. Add to this a lofly moral and patriotic tone and the 
ireneral impression produced was of a very misleading character. 
I was strongly tempted to give the gentleman my opinion of his 
lecture then and there. 

Now when the agent of a railroad from Canada goes into any 
of the States, where population is not overcrowded, and where 
there is a settled form of society and industry, with all the ptf- 
manent relations of property and other ties which that involves, 
one can understand fairly well what element in the population is 
likely to be influenced by the marvellous tales of wealth and plenty 
to be had by pickin«( up and following him. The industrious, 
shrewd, thrilty, enterprising and self-reliant are not likely to 
be caught by any such chaff, nor to be ready to move at a few 
months notice. But the thriftless, unstable, mortgage-eaten and 
poverty-stricken elements, willing enough to have prosperity 
thrust upon them but without capacity to achieve it for theq^- 
selves, listen to the tale with that perennial freshness of interest 
characteristic of the class. Having few anchors to lift they are 
soon organized and on the road. The type is well known in some 
parts of the territories, and many specimens are not at all unin- 
teresting to meet and chat with, or watch as they journey along 
with their gipsy-looking outfits seeking a location. But when 
one regards them as the material with which to lay the founda- 
tions of a nation, the outlook is not at all promising. 

In addition to the present immigration policy being dishonest 
and injurious to the country in the long run it is lowering to the 
dignity of the Government of a self-respecting people to go a-beg- 
ging for citizens in any other country, and organizing agencies for 
nationalproselytism. If our country can aflbrd good homes for set- 
tlers, it will be sufficient to state plainly, adequately and honestly 
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its true condition, its advantages and disadvantages, so that the 
inquiring immigrant may know what is to he bad, and what must 
be done to get it, and whether, therefore, it is likely to answer 
his needs and capacities. Settlers coming in under these condi- 
tions will respect the Government, will work heartily and will be 
the most legitimate, efficient and reliable immigrant agents. 

There is still one aU*important consideration with reference to 
the settlement of the North* West, which requires notice, and that 
is the means and cost of transportation. It matters not now-a- 
days how rich the resources of a country may be, if the cost of 
taking the products to market and of obtaining the other neces- 
saries and comforts of life, as well as the means of carrying on 
the production, in return, does not leave a normal profit or re- 
muneration for one's labour or ability, that country will not b^ 
freely or rapidly settled nor its resoures developed. Now at the 
present time the freight rates for the North- West settlers are so 
high, and the prices for grain, horses, vegetables and other pro- 
ducts so low that the settlers in many districts cannot do more 
than make the barest living. This of course quite stops intelli. 
gent immigration to localities which would otherwise support a 
large and flourisliing community. The abnormal nature of the 
freight rates in the western territories will be indicated from the 
following statement better than by rows of figures. Mr. David 
A. Wells, in his Recent Economic Clianf^es, has caiculatad from tlie 
statistics furnished by Poor's "Manual," that all the wealth earn- 
ed by the people of the United States in one year would not pay 
the cost of transportation for a year, had it to be performed by 
horse-power alone. And yet, in Alberta at least, so high are 
the freight rates on the C. P. R., that the old system of freight- 
ing with horses and wagons has revived in direct competition 
with the railroad, and is reported to be a profitable enterprise. 
At the same time the C. P. R. is the great competitor of the 
American trans-continental railroads in carrying English and 
American goods. In passenger rates it is much the same. 
American, English and Eastern Canadian tourists are carried at 
very reasonable rates in the most elegant cars, and are given un- 
limited stop-over privileges, while the settlers in their local travel, 
are charged five cents per mile, whatever the distance, for a very 
common service, and are given no reduction on return tickets. 



Digitized by Google 



196 



QUEEN S QUARTERLY, 



Thus the tettkn in their own knd aie treated as aliens, by the 
railroad which has been so heavily sabsidised by the people of 
Canula, and for which they are buideaed to-day. in the sap fw a e d 
interests of the North* West, hot which turns oat to be in the 
special interest of the foreigner. Bvt, according to Sir Wm. 
Van Home, the C P. R. cannot wMotA to serve the ter rito ries at 
cheaper rates and make profits; and indeed if it did not secure as 
nrach as possible of the American and English traffic at whatever 
rates are going, it would not be able to serve the territories as cheap- 
ly as it does. Now that may be largely true. But, if it is, the greater 
part of the North* West is doomed to remain uninhabited for an 
indefinite period. What Sir William's statement means to the 
settler is simply this : If yon come to the Northwest or remain in 
it, your produce must be subject to something like horse-power 
freight rates, so also your j^oods imported. If, however, you will 
go and settle in the Western States, the C. P. R. will carry out 
your produce and carry in your goods at cut-rate prices which 
will cause the American Pacific Railroads to serve you at the 
same rates, even though they pass into the hands of receivers or 
pay no dividends. 

Now the liberality of the people of Canada has enabled the 

C. P. R. to do this, and their lih>erality may be used to any ex- 
tent, thro!ij:h the Department of the Interior, to divert or attract 
immigration to the North West, but it will not stay there, unless 
it is too ignorant or poverty-stricken to get out a^ain. Sir 
Richard Cartwright will never lack for exodus ficfures, nor 
Mr. Wilfred Laurier for ea^er listeners among the few settlers 
who remain, or are in transit, in the territories, when he tells 
them they might be better oflf. 

If Sir Wm. Van Home had any real confidence in the future 
of the North West, he is too shrewd a Yankee not to see that his 
present policy is a penny-wise and pound-foolish one, in trying ' 
to extract paying rates from settlements in their infancy, thus 
preventing their development. If, however, he sees that the 
future of the North West is very uncertain, or very future, his 
present policy is quite rational from a purely selfish point of 
view. His dependence must be mainly on non-Canadian trade 
in freight and passengers, and having the settlers of the North- 
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West at bis mercy, he may tax them all the traffic will bear, 
which means up to horse-power competition. At the same time 
it will be his policy to lore as many immigrants as possible into 
the territories and to get the Government to assist him, not 
being too particular as to inducements provided they induce. 

Learning these tbin^ I have ceased to wonder why the 
North- West does not fill up more rapidly. 

A. Shortt. 



ON UNIVBRSITY EXAlflNATIOMa 

But speaking broadly, we may say that the formative process of 
thought is arrested as soon as a candidate sits down to an examina- 
tion on literature, or even studies with a view to it. Second-hand 
generalisations and stereotyped judgments are put on paper. ...... 

The popular conception of a teacher's office is, some one 

has said, to help a candidate to play with a straight bat the most art- 
ful twisters of an examiner ; and there is no doubt that the dominance 
of the examination system has tended to create a wrong conception 
of the teacher even in Universities whose function is recognized to 
be other than that of an examining Board. An Oxford under-grad- 
uate, a Scholar of his College, was about to go in for his final exam- 
ination. He went to his tutor to talk over with him a difficult meta- 
physical problem. The tutor discussed it on various sides, but pro- 
duced no definite solution. The pupil at last told him plainly that 
this was not what he wanted. "What -I want is the examination 
answer to the question ; give it me in a precise form." " I really 
can't," was the reply; "it is a point on which nobody can speak 

dogmatically. Honestly, I don't know." " Come now, Mr. ," 

said the other, " but you are paid to know." Yes, paid to know, and 
to put our knowledge in cheap and handy form for ready use and 
distribution, — that is the theory of those who regard University 
teaching as a commercial industry, and a Univefrsity Degree as a 
"hall-mark" which ought to be easily purchased with the minimum 
expenditure d intdlectual effort. 

Prop. Butchbr. Somg Aspects 0/ the Qn§k Gmuus, 
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THE problen:s of government in Canada are those incident to 
political institutions essentially democratic in character. 
A Caiiadiiui does not need to be a very old man in order to re- 
member the time when it was generally supposed that the copy 
we had made in this country of British institntioitt was an effec- 
tual safeguard against the evib of democracy. We looked across 
the border ; and, according as oar thoughts reverted more oator 
ally to Scriptore or to the classic poets, we woold either thank 
God that we were not as those repobGcans or mnrmar after 
Lncretins, 

" Snave man magno tniheatihassMiaora ventis 
E terra magnum alterios spectare laborem.'* 

This mood of self gratulation has not wholly passed away even 
yet ; but later political speculation, confirmed by not a little prac- 
tical experience, has taught us that the essentials of democrat 
may lark ander Ibnns of government p ro fe sse dly noo-demociatic, 
and may even work mofe wide-spread mischief owing to their not 
being recognised in their tnie character. The readers of Sir 
Henry Maine's well known work on " Popolar Government'* will 
remember that, in one most important respect, he finds the Eng- 
lish system of government more democratic than that of the 
United States. In the hitter ooantry noost elaborate pcecaotioos 
have been taken against any sadden ot ill-adnsed change in the 
law of the oonstitation ; whereas in England a constitotioaal 
change requires no more formality, no more discossioo, no more 
delay than the passing of any ordinary act of Farliament. 

What is the essential principle of democracy ? Professor 
Sidgwick, of Cambridge, discussing this question, says that the 
funilamentat principle of democracy is that government should 
repose on the active consent of the governed ; and this principle 
he says ho iicccpts. }le adds, however, that the advocates of 
dcnuHM.iov K«'"tM.\lly put forward explicitly or implicitly another 
pimcipie which b.o does not accept, tuimely, "that any one self- 
supporting i^nd lftw>abidiag citUen is, on the avera|^, 4S well 
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qualified as another for the work of government.'* It seems to 
me that there is yet another principle widely held in democratic 
commnnities, which coostitates SiStill more serious oormption of 
that true democratic principle which Professor Sidgwick accepts ; 
and that is, that the powers of the government should be locally 
exercised by representatives of the dominant party in the interest 
of that party. 

If it be a part of democratic doctrine that the will of the ma- 
jority should be able to find swift expression in legislation, then 
iew countries are, in this respect, so little democratic as the United 
States, while few, if any, are more democratic than Great Britain 
and her colonies. It would probably be held, however, by 
thoughtful believers in democracy that the true democratic prin- 
ciple is not infringed by mere checks upon hasty legislation, so 
long as those checks have the approval of the people at lar^e, and 
so long as there is no exercise of veto power by a non-popular or 
anti-popular chamber. The representative of democracy might 
say : ** We know we are but human, and therefore liable to error ; 
and we do not object to having the legislative projects we put 
forward from time to time referred back to us for further consider- 
ation, provided the powers that do this are constitutional powers, 
and are themselves popular in their origin. What we could not 
stand would be to have an individual or a chamber representa- 
tive, not of the nation, but only of a limited class within the 
nation, sitting in judgment on the mandates of the people." If 
we look at the matter closely, the essentialideaof democracy will 
be found to involve no more than the fundamental principle which 
Professor Sidgwick says he accepts, "that government should 
test on the active consent of the dti^ens." A system of govern* 
ment embodying and consistently applying this principle, free 
from contamination by such ill^timate adjunct principles as are 
mentioned above, may, in a useful sense, be described as " pure " 
democracy ; while one which drags in the latter, and gives them 
equal authority with the true principle on which they are foisted 
as corollaries, may be designated as "impure** democracy. 

The most advanced ideal of government, if we adopt these 
definitions, is therefore "pure** democracy; but the ideal does 
not exist in concrete shape: what we find actually existing is 
"impure** democraqr. Probably the goveinment of Great Bri« 
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tain makes as near an approach to pan democracy, in the sense 
defined, as is now to be seen in the world ; that is to say, it is the 
system of government in which the fewest ftdse accretions attach 
themselves to the tme principle, " that government should rest on 
the active consent df the dtixens," It is evident that, in some 
states of society, government cannot rest on the active consent of 
the citizens ; it mttsi assumes tjnrannical or, under improved con- 
ditions, a monarchical form, owing to the fact that the mass of the 
citisens would not otherwise be disposed to submit to any politi- 
cal control. Monarchy, therefore, in so far as it implies the con* 
trol by one of an unwilling many, has its proper place in 
communities that have not yet developed a sufficient amount of 
internal cohesion to fit them for free institutions in the full sense. 
Of course, as in England, the form of monarchy may be retained, 
long after its coercive function has ceased. It then becomes a 
kind of historic adornment to an essentially democratic state, and 
by keeping the people in touch with their past may. serve a very 
useful purpose. It may, and in all probability does, serve the 
further purpose of symbolising in an efficient manner the unity of 
the state, and bringing home to the mind of jarring factions the 
conviction that there are paramount and permanent national in- 
terests which in their restless strife they must be careful not 
to touch. The maxim that the King can do no wrong is but an- 
other way of saying, that while individual men may err, and par- 
ties adopt wrong politics, the State as a permanent organization 
has no responsibility for such divagations, but remains the nn* 
fiuling source of good to its subjects, the true creator of their 
liberties and protector of their civilization. 

If we consider the position of Canada, we shall find that it has 
many points of natural and, so to speak, historical advantage. 
To be closely bound by political and social ties to a country en- 
joying so high a type of political liberty as England is no small 
advantage in itself. To En^nd we look, or at least may look 
and should look, for our examples of statesmanship. The ideals 
that rule English public life ought to be, and to some extent 
doubtless are, influential here. It is to English public opinion — 
the most honest that exists in the world — that we are most inter- 
ested in commending ourselves and our methods. The relations 
existing between Canada and the Mother Country are honorable 
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to both. The writer of these pages has met intelligent and fairly 
educated Amerjcans, who were surprised to learn that Canada did 
not pay taxes to England, and who had some difficulty in un- 
derstanding what the relations between the two countries could be, 
if Canada was not, in some way, made tributary to England's 
wealth and greatness. It is to our advantage, again, tbat we have 
adopted the strong English system of cabinet government, instead 
of the weaker sjrstem, existing amongst onr neighbors, of govem* 
ment by committees of the legislature. 

To turn to another class of considerations, our population, 
as compared with that of the United States, is more homo- 
geneous in character* Such foreign elements as we possess 
exist in assimilable quantity, and are not inaccessible to the 
ordinary currents of public opinion. The French-Canadian 
question does not, after all is said and done, present any serious 
hindrances to our political development. Our fellow-citizens of 
French origin know they have to live with us, and we know that 
we have to live with them ; and all that is wanted to make thin;:,'s 
run smoothly is a spirit of equity and, if possible, of common 
patriotism on both sides. It might indeed be plausibly argued 
that the present division of our population into two widely-differ- 
ing elements, one certainly predominant in numbers and influence, 
but the other large enough and important enough to be able to 
stand firmly on its rights, is favorable to the development of poli- 
tical intelligence, and especially of that spirit of moderation which 
is the chief safcf^uard of political institutions and of national life. 

The character of our climate may fairly be reckoned a further 
point in our favor. It is a climate which tends to produce a 
hardy, industrious, energetic and resourceful race* The Canadian 
summer is genial and bounteous ; the Canadian winter is bracing 
and not to be trifled with. A more salubrious climate, on the 
• whole, is probably nowhere to be found, nor a healthier or more 
vigorous race. These fiicts are not without their political signifi- 
cance; for, if we want the best political results, we should have 
the b^ natural conditions and the best hnman material to begin 
with. Without flattering ourselves unduly, we may say that in 
both respects we have as good as the best. 

Assuming the foregoing foots as data, we may proceed to en- 
quire n^bat the actual direction of bur political development has 
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beco and is, and wlMt aie the Inuiiediate prospects befeie as. If 
we 190 back siity or even fifty years to tbe hislaqr oC Caoada, we 
shall find its fpownmeot still, to a laife estent, io tbe a 
stage. Sixty yean ago, what is now known as " lespoosiblegov- 
crDment" had not yet been conceded* There was a system of 
popular representation ; yet in many ways the people were gov- 
erned in the old-fashioned sense by ad mini s ti a tot s who aasamed 
to know what was good for them better than they did themselves. 
The situation is well described in Sir Frands Bond Head's "Nar- 
rative,** which shows in a ver>' instructive manner how popolar 
personal government may be when characterised by fearlessness 
and disinterestedness. The forces of democraqr, however, were 
advancing like a rising tide ; and in what s e emed the very hoar of 
his triumph the unbending champion of conservatism was obliged 
to make way for a more pliant successor. The full establish- 
ment of responsible government did not at once dispel the 
idea that, in the matter of appointments to the public service, a 
Governor might act upon his own convictions of what was best 
without consulting his Ministers. The last Governor to maintain 
this position was Sir Charles Metcalfe. What he plainly saw was 
that the reason his Ministers wanted to be consulted was in order 
tiiat they mif^ht use the "patronage"* to strengthen their politi- 
cal position ; and to his straightforward mind it seemed an abuse 
that appointments should be used for such a purpose. To be 
sore, he was imposing severer conditions on his Ministers in Can- 
ada than had, for many a long year, been imposed apon Ministers 
in the Mother Coontry; hot he doobtless p erc eiv ed that the 
political exercise of patronage in a coontry like Canada was very 
moch more serious in its effect on the balance of parties than 
in a coontry like England. Be this as it may, the position was 
practically untenable, and we do not hear of its having been taken 
up by any of his successors. 

But how the spirit of democracy has ripened since that time I 
Not the spirit of pure democracy, but of impure democracy — the 
spirit which says that one man is about as good as another for a 
legislative or administrative position, that every smallest exercise 
of executive power is to be availed of for party purposes, that the 
expenditure of public money is as much as possible to have a 
similar destination, and that throughout the oonntry the repre* 
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sentatives of the dominaot party are to be converted into little 
present deities for the pnrv^riog of government favour to their 
several localities. Can it be denied by any senons man, be he 
conservative or liberal, that this is the spirit that rales to-day f 
If any man does deny it, it can only be because he is not in touch 
with public affairs, and does not know the (acts. 

The idea that one man is about as good as another for any 
legislative or administrative position antedates, it must be admit- 
ted, the great democratic devek^Hoent of modern days. Mon- 
archies have on the whole done more to shelter incompetency in 
office, and even on the field of battle, to the deadly peril of .the 
national interests, than democracies. Monarchies, too, have sys- 
tematically created sinecures to an extent that democracies have 
not ventured on doing. Wheii we think of the Grand Monarque 
and his beggarly courtiers rioting on the taxes of a starving nation, 
we feel that a day of vengeance had to come ; and when we think 
of the useless pensions which formerly loaded down the Civil 
List in England, we have reason to congratulate the Mother 
I^nd on the good fortune which enabled her to avoid a revolu- 
tion once or twice impending. Speaking of the reign of William 
the Third, Halfam says : " A system of infamous peculation 
among the officers of gcvernment came to light in this reign 
through the inquisitive spirit of Parliament ; not that the nation 
was worse and more corrupt than under the Stuarts, but that a 
profligacy, which had been engendered and flourished under their 
administration was now dragged to light and punishment. Long 
sessions of Parliament and a vigilant party spirit exposed the 
evil, and have finally in a great measure removed it.** As lately 
as the beginning of the reign of the present sovereign consider- 
able resistance was made to a proposal for the appointment of a 
committee to enquire into the pension list ; and, when finally the 
committee was granted, the member of Parliament, Mr. Harvey, 
who had been foremost in urging its appointment, was excluded 
from it, because he had announced his intention to make public 
the evidence obtained. 

' There is a difference to be noted, however, between the view 
taken of these things under a monarchical and under a democra- 
tic regime respectively. Under a monarchy, the money taken to 
reward favorites or pay party tools is more or less recognised as 
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stolen^ and dforts are made to oooceal tlie Iniqoity. Under a 
detnocr a cy the idea is that it is the people'a money voted by the 
representatives of tlie people, and spent by the men wbom those 
representatives keep in power. ErgOt thcie can be no stealing 
about it; and asnffident answer toanycritidmas tothe wayin 
which it is spent is that the people are wilBng to have it so. The 
late Sir John llaodooald is credited with having said that, if the 
people were bribed, it was with their own money ; as if that set- 
tled the whole qnestion, and completely established the inno- 
cence, if not the esoellence, of the practice. The hoUowness of 
the sophism is, however, visible at a glance. It is never fl#/«i^ 
that are bribed : it is sectiom of the people, who, if they condoct 
themselves well politically, get an undae share of the money of 
the wkoU PutpU, Yoo can never bribe a roan with what is ^abso- 
lately his own money ; not even the genias of the late chieftain 
would have been equal to that. Under the system in question 
men can be appointed to important offices who have no 
qualification for fhem, and no intention whatever to fulfil, or 
attempt to fulfil, the duties supposed to appertain to them. To 
all intents and purposes they are appointed to sinecures, and 
the duties which they are nominally paid for pierforming are dis- 
charj^ed by subordinates. The real purpose which such men 
serve is either to exercise a watchful care over party interests in 
their localities, or to furnish shining examples of what a party in 
powtr can do for those who render, or have rendered, it service. 
These are the prize-winners in the great lottery of politics, and 
their success is expected to have a powerful influence in dispos- 
ing others to take their chances on the same side. 

Sometime the prise-winner is not, taking everything into* ao- 
ooaot, so great a prise-winner as appears at first sight. He may 
have impoverished himself through politics, and an office is given 
to reward him for his " sacrifices *' ibr the party. Would it not be 
much better, howev er — se eing the people approve of soch things 
—to take a parliamentary vote to reward Mr. So and So for his 
sacrifices for such and snch a party, instead of putting him into 
an office the dnties of which he will never folfil and where he 
more or less interferes with the full authority and responsibility 
of the real executive officer ? It would certainly cost the coan* 
try moch less in the end ; and possibly, by making the people 
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more distinctly realise that party battles were being foagfat with 
public money, would evoke a oondemnation of the principle. 
"There is 00 act," says John Stoart Mill, "which more impera* 
tively requires to be performed under a strong sense of individoal 
responsibility than the oominatioa to employments. The exper- 
ience of every person conversant with public affiurs bears ont the 
assertion that there is scarcely any act respecting which the con- 
science of the average man is less sensitive." if the conscience 
of the average man Is so lacking in sensitiveness what shall be 
said of the conscience of the " local committee " ? But imagine 
talking aboat the conscience of a local committee 1 Were ever 
terms more mutually contradictory, more utterly exclusive of one 
another, ever brought into conjunction ? Yet it is the local com- 
mittee that generally has the decisive word in any question of 
local patronage. 

There was a great political convention held in the capital of 
the Dominion about a year and a half ago, in which a number of 
important questions were discussed, and a party platform was 
constructed. The time was eminently seasonable, one would 
have thought, for the declaration of sound principles in regard to 
appointments to public office and the general exercise of minis- 
terial responsibility in the expenditure of public money, because 
the convention followed upon the lamentable exposures of the 
sessions of i8gi and 1892 — exposures which had led the govern- 
ment of the day to promise a thorough investigation and, as far 
as might be necessary, reorganization of the Dominion civil 
service. Yet, strange to say, the convention in question, 
though deploring in general terms "the gross corruption in the 
management and expenditure of public moneys which has for 
years past existed under the rule of the Conservative party,** had 
no distinct word to say on the subject of the abuse of patronage 
or the necessity for a divorce between the public service and party 
politics. This silence was the more remarkable inasmuch as 
certain independent journals bad called attention to this question, 
as one in regard to which the convention should certi^inly not 
lose the opportunity of placing itself on record. 

England for many years past has had an entirely non-politi- 
cal civil service. The permanent civil service cannot to-day be 
used by any minister for the purpose of augmenting in the very 
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mallest degree bis politkd inflmiioe. Fisat appoiatiBeats aie 
given strictly and solely to those peraoos who ancotified hytht 
Civii Service Commissioners as baviog gained tiie lugliest stand 
in an open competitive examination. As regards pnunotion, that 
is g:overned by seniority, other things being eqnal or nearly so ; 
bat when other things are not equal merit determines the choice. 
Were any Member of ParliaaMBt to attempt tO interfere iAaqaaa> 
tion of promotion, his intmsion would be resented as a gross im- 
pertinence. Id the United States, a steady advance is being made 
tOH-ards a similar system. Some yean ago (1883) a large part of 
the Civil Serv ice was placed under the control of a Commission, 
and trom time to time other portions of it have been placed on the 
same footing. Quite lately, as the New York "Nation'" of Novem- 
ber the 6th informs us. President Cleveland "has made a wholesale 
extension ot the competitive system," and has thus broupfht with- 
in its operation "all the minor olhces in the departments now 
omitted, sdi oi the employees in Custom-houses where they nam- 
her as many as twenty. 1.500 of the 2.300 places now excepted in 
the postal service/' and has put a stop to a lia^ant abuse which 
before wasted, by whidi a person appointed, as a matter of pat- 
ronage, to an "excepted*' place could be transferred to one not 
cjBcepted. so as to create another vacancy in the ibrmer place. 

What are we going to do abont ft in Canada? There is oar 
democratk neighbor dealing blow after bkMT at the spoils system, 
and acnas the ocean we see the If other Conntry rejoicing in a 
public service absolately free from all taint of political interfer- 
eooe, while we content onrsehres witha CivU Serrioe law whkh 
simpl>' prescribes a very elementaiy qnalii^rii^ eianinatioa, as a 
condition of eijgibilityt and then hands oier all irirrmitmimtff to 
the politadansand their committees. Wone than ^ we do not 
e\-en rigoroosly exdode political inflnrnijc from the higbv walks 
oCthesernce, whenproBsotioosareiaqaestioa. To their hsMNir 

it spoken, many Members of Parliament are too h^sh- 
minded ar.J hororable to wish to force their ^voiities OfW the 
heads of other men : but that snch abstiDence is aotgeneral may 
be judsred from the fact tbAt experienced officeis may be beard 
declaring that the only escape from a political interference, which 
wvMikl throw ever>thinc into confusion, is to follow absointdy the 
ruk of senioi ay, even when it iavol««s p-*TTTTiic a decidedly in- 
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ferior man to a position the daties properly belonging to which he 
will never be able in any adequate manner to falfil. Peraonally 
I do not accept this positton ; on the contrary it neenis to me 
that^ for reasons which could be stated, had I space at my dis- 
posal, the distinct recognition of superior merit as a ground for 
promotion, would, even as things are, help to ward off, rather than 
invite, political interference. The question, however, is: How 
long is Canada going to remain democratic in this unworthy 
sense ? How long will it be before the people of this country ar- 
rive at the common sense concluiion that, if they want effident 
service in return for their very liberal outlay upon the civil list, 
they must see to it that the ciril service is not allowed to be a 
preserve for party pc^iticians. 

It is not appointments only that fomish grist to the political 
mill. The most minute expenditure of public money must be 
conducted into the right political channel ur there will be trouble. 
" Idem sentire de republica," or, in plainer English, to vote the 
right ticket, is a test that is imposed no less on the p;la;?ier who 
replaces a broken pane, and the grocer who provides a bar of soap 
for a public office, than on the recipients of more important 
favors. How much of envy and jealousy is bred throughout the 
country by the sharp Hne of distinction thus drawn between those 
who may, and those who may not, look for government patronage, 
is not only easy to imagine, but is probably familiarly known to 
most readers of these pages. A still worse result is the connection 
established in so many minds between the exercise of the fran- 
chise and personal profit. The life of the average Member of 
Parliament is certainly not in all respects a happy one. He is, 
if he belongs to the party in power, the channel of government 
favors to his locality ; and this may be flattering to his pride and 
self-importance ; but, on the other hand, he is never able to meet 
half the demands made upon him, and thus stands in jeopardy 
every hour of losing the votes of the patriots whom he fails to 
satisfy. Another and very grave aspect of the matter is that de- 
partmental action is seriously weakened, as well as obstructed, 
through the necessity, now generally recognised, of consulting the 
wishes and interests of local poKttcians. The powers of the ex- 
ecutive are supposed to be wielded for the benefit of the whole 
countiy ; yet how is it possible under our present ^ysteip that 
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they ilioiild not be made to a great eitent partisan in tbeir oper- 
atioa ? A member of the po|Nilar bcanch of the Dominion Lcfiis- 
ktue was, not so long ago, beard ez|XNsnding his view of the 
theory of government. " If," said he, " I had a son who cheeked 
me, do you think I would go oot of my way to do anything for 
him? Not mnch. Well, what daim can an Opposition consti- 
tuency have upon the government for public buildings or any- 
thing else the ffovernment has it in its power to bestow ?" This 
gentleman spoke writh the air of one uttering a truth everlasting 
enough for Thomas Carlyle himself. He evidently felt that he 
had got down to the bed-rock of political philosophy. But if such 
is the state of mind of a man of position and ioflueuce, what is 
likely to be that of the average elector ? 

"But is not the credit of Canada good ?" it may be asked. 
Yes, the credit of Canada is good ; and that shows that we 
have among our public men, some who are laboring to keep in 
check tendencies, which, if unchecked, would ruin the financial 
standing of the country and seriously imperil its political future. 
That much firmness and skill and watchfulness must be exercised 
by certain members of the executive in tlie public interest cannot 
be doubted ; otherwise, things would be worse than they are. 
But why struggle with a defective system when a little resolution 
might put an end to it ? Why allow ourselves to be outstripped 
in controlling the abuses of patronage by the democratic nation 
to the south ? If we admire England and are proud of our con- 
nection with it, why not import English ideas of Civil Service 
organisation, so fi^ as they are applicable to this conntfy ? Are 
Canadians so morally inferior a race that they cannot do without 
a "spoils system,*'— that their whole interest in politics wonid die 
out if considerations of gain did not stimulate them to political 
activity ? It would certainly be painful to any true patriot to have 
to adopt that conclosion. The American revolutionary statesman, 
Alexander Hamilton, is said to have expressed the opinion that 
when corruptbn ceased in England, the British constitution 
would fall to pieces. Possibly, the gentleman vrho likened an op- 
position constituency to a cheeky son might entertain similar ap- 
prehensions as to the result of the disappearance of corruption in 
Canada ; but as corruption has practically been brought to an end 
in England, and as the British Constitution survives, the rest of 
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us may be allowed to cherish better hopes. What is wanted in 
Canada is a change in public opinion. Nothing has been more 
discouraging hitherto than the lack of interest on the part ol the 
average citizen in any suggestions for the purification of oor poli* 
tics ; but, judging by the increase in the number and infloenoe of 
the independent journals, and the somewhat higher tone of 
political discussion, as compared with, say, twenty years ago, in 
the more important party journals, there is some rsaaon to 
hope that the times are ripening for an onward and upward 
movement in our political life. That movement must find a 
voice, it must find a leader. Who among the statesmen of the 
day has confidence enough in himself and feith enough in the 
people of Canada to phue himself at its head ? Or must a new 
man arise before the new time can be bom ? 

« 

W. D. Lb Subuk. 



. FROM LANDER. 

Will mortals never know each other's station 
Without the herald ? O abomination 1 
Milton, even Milton, rankt with living men ! 

Over the highest Alps of mind he marches. 
And far below him spring the baseless arches. 
Of Iris, colouring dimly lake and fen. 
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((/^ERMAN Lyric Fdetiy since the Death of Goethe,*' 18 the 
title ci a volome of poems lately pnbtisfaed in Leipsic, 
under the sopenrision of Manauhan Bern. The ^riical poetry 
of this period, which spreads over a space of sixty years, shoold 
be sufficiently represented by the 234 poets whose names appear 
within the covers of this Deutsche Lyrik. The number of con- 
tribntoCB might seem somewhat excessive, even when judged by 
the comprehensive role which the editor has laid down for his 
own guidance. ** Many authors whom I might have passed over, 
have found a place in this volume, because I have discovered in 
one or other of their poems, the faithful expression of some char- 
acteristic thought of our times which would otherwise have been 
lacking to this collection." But the system of selection has one 
marked advantage to the foreign student of German literature, 
for he is thus enabled to take a pretty complete survey of the 
lyric poetry of modern Germany. "No critic,'" says the editor, 
"will ever bring forward against me the reproach that in my book 
the strong have thrust out the weak, as too often happens in life 
in the struggle for existence." A generous principle of selection, 
truly, but we shall not quarrel with it, since it affords so good an 
opportunity of becoming acquainted with the poems of authors 
widch mi^t have been omitted from an anthology of a more ex- 
dosive character. The groand has been partly covered already 
by Dr. Bochheim, in his delightfnl "Dentsche Lyrik/* now fami- 
liar to most English students, bat as this collection illustrates the 
whole development of German Lyric poetry from the days of 
Luther to the present time, the space devoted to the poets of our 
own time is necessarily limited, and includes only the best ex- 
amples. For a further acquaintance with this portion of German 
literature, the present volume is, as we have seen, admirably 
adapted. 

The present century has witnessed a rapid development in the 
lyric poetiy of Germany, the source of which, as of many other 
brandies of literature, may be traced back to Goethe. It is not 
proposed in this paper to give a full account of the histoiy of 
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German lyrical poetiy, bat to ^nce at the work of those poets 
who have oontribnted roost to its growth and present develop- 
ment. 

The very name of lyrical poetry carries os back at once to 
Goethe as the representative lyric poet of modem Germany. 
Until his day, if we except the songs of the Minnesingers, the 
wandering lyric poets of the isth and X3th centuries, we can 
scarcely allow that Germany possessed any lyric poetry of so de- 
cided a stamp, that it can be criticised as a whole. Some reaUy 
fine lyrics were produced at every period during the last three 
hundred years in Germany, but they were hardly sufficiently num- 
erous or important to be ranked as a class apart. The main part 
of German poetry, with the exception of the ballad, was made up 
of the Volkslied and Kirchlied. The latter of these, which may 
be said to have been grafted on the former, during the religious 
movement of the Reformation, retained much of the simplicity 
and directness of the Volkslied. Poems of nature and of life in 
the modern sense of the term there were none. T^e tleeting 
poetical enthusiasm which found vent in patriotic sonpjs during 
the Thirty Years' War, soon died away and was succeeded by a 
|>eriod of comparative silence and depression which continued 
through the greater part of the i8th century, and such poetry as 
was put forth was generally characterized by the coldness and 
conventionality which marked our own poets of that period. 

With Goethe commences a new era in the history of lyrical 
poetry. The efforts of the Gottinger Hainbund, which included 
among its members such names as Klopstock, Burger, Claudius 
and others, though extending considerably the range of poetic 
subjects were too much marked with affectation and unreality to 
effect a radical change. 

In Goethe all the necessaiy conditions of success for the pro- 
duction of lyric poetry were fulfilled. He had emancipated him- 
self completely from the fetters of the classical and sentimental 
school, and his poems are characterised by a freedom and spon- 
taneity hitherto unknown, coupled with unbounded focility of ex- 
pression. In him, the modem spirit which seeks to interpret the 
world of Nature and life first truly finds expression. The un- 
usually long period of Goethe's literary activity contributed great- 
ly to the permanent effect of his influence. For upwards of sixty 
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yean he was writing aod poblisbiDg* a Uteraiy record vdiich few 
men have possisssed. In many retpeds hit share in the poetical 
movement was identical with that of Wordsworth, in the dmiUr 
change which took place in England at the beginning of this cen- 
tury. But though Goethe led the way» he was not alone in the 
new path. The time of bis fullest power was singularly rich in 
lyric poets. Among these the name of Schiller is naturally one 
of the first to occur to the mind in connection with the develop- 
ment of German lyric poetry. And yet it is not in this branch of 
literature that Schiller's influence was most felt in Germany. He 
was one of the first to greet Goethe as the master and leader of 
the new school, 

" Du selbst, der uns von falschem Regelzwange 
Zur Wahrheit und Natur zuruckgefuhrt," 

Still, Schiller did not exactly follow Goethe's lead. Beautiful 
as many of his lyric poems are, they miss the spontaneity and 
freedom of Goethe's verse. He was not so completely freed as 
the latter from the classic school, which had till then reigned 
supreme, and the metaphysical tone of his mind pervades much oi 
his poetry, and detracts from the simplicity which is one of the 
^ distinguishing marks of the purely lyric poem. But Schiller has 
his own special note, and one of great beauty and sweetness. It 
is clearly perceptible in "Die Ideale," '* HofTnung," ** Die Worte 
des Glaubens," and many other poems, a constant striving after 
all that is highest, and a steadfast faith in the ultimate realization 
of his lofty ideals. It is a different strain from Goethe's, perhaps 
in some sense a nobler one. Four other famous poets of this 
• period must be mentioned. Their names are Korner, Muller, 

Uhland and Ruckert. Of these the first two died young. They 
are best known, Komer by his patriotic poems, Muller by his ex- 
qniatte PnikUng$!i$ier and RmgnhiUkr, Both Uhland and Ruck- 
ert lived well on into the second half of the present century, and 
thus form a connecting link between Goethe and the lyric poets 
of our own time. Much of Uhland*s poetry has been excellently 
translated and is familiar to English readers. As with that of 
Muller, his poetry is overflowing with an intense love of Nature 
which he has embodied in a beautiful series of Spring Songs. 
The passionate and sympathetic appreciation of Nature which 
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was first developed in Goethe, and which is in general very mark- 
ed ill German poetry, finds full expression in these two poets. It 
almost seems as if they bad left nothing unsaid of the beauties of 
Spring and Spring Life. 

Ruckert's poetry, which is largely represented in the present 
volttme, is not nearly so well known out of Germany as it de> 
serves to be. Many of his finest lyrics were not published till 
after his death in 1872, and he may consequently be properly 
ranked among the modern poets. A great Oriental scholar, he 
was for many years professor of Eastern languages at £rlaDgeu 
University, and much of his poetry shows the influence of his 
Oriental studies. He introduced many new forms of verse from 
this source, particularly the Persian ghazel, which has since been 
frequently employed by Platen, Geibel, and others with success. 
But his truest and tenderest poems are those called forth by some 
event which wrought on the sensitive and affectionate nature of 
the poet, as in the series of sonnets called the " Agnes Todten 
Peier,** which were written in memory of Agnes MuUer, a young 
girl to whom Ruckert was much attached, and who died suddenly 
during his absence from home. These poems were written at 
the age of twenty-four, and are described by a contemporary, as 
"perhaps the most tender of all his poems." The passionate 
affection displayed in them appears again in the beautiful "Songs 
on the Death of Children," which were written in the winter of 
1833 and 1834. In that year the poet lost two children, a little 
son and dauf^htcr, from scarlet fever, a sorrow from which his 
loving and tender nature never recovered. These poems were 
found among his papers after his death, and have since been 
published. Apart from the beauty of their poetic form, there is 
something extremely genuine and spontaneous about all this 
series. M nch of the simplicity and unrestrained feeling of the on* 
gmal is lost in translation, but the following sonnet may serve as 
a specimen : 

In summer 'twas my comfort with hit flowers 
To deck the grave where ye were laid, my own. 
Once more ye seemed to bloom for me alone 
As the buds opened under sun and showers. 

But now a wintry sky above me lowers, 
The flowers of spring are frozen all and gone ; 
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The tender dreams which solaced me have flown. 
And verse alone can soothe my lonely hoars. 
The children of my joy and of my. weeping. 
They are not boried in the cold dark earth ; 
Deep in my heart I hold them in safe keeping. 
And songs of peace, roses of birer birth 
Brighten my grief with rays of heavenly worth. 
For lilies these I lay where they are sleeping. 

Ruckert's muse was vigorous to the last. In 1863 he wrote 
by request twelve patriotic songs during tlie war in Schleswig- 
Holstein, full of fire and national feeling. Although, as in 
"TraveUing Companions'* which is given below» much of Rockert's 
poetry is tinged with sadness, there is no trace of the morbid 
melancholy common to much of the poetry of the period. His 
nature was essentially genial and kindly, and he felt most keen- 
ly the breaks which Time inevitably made among his friends. 

Where the dark ways of Fate 

Oft cross and blend, 
Where each in his own path 

Seeks his own end. 

Hope not that he who now 

Walks by thy side 
Will linger should his path 

From thine divide. 

At times more closely drawn 

Heart touches heart, 
A little space— and then 

Again must part. 

Though now beside thee, one 

Thy path may share, 
Dream not, the journey's end 

Will find bim there. 

The parting honr will come, 

The paths divide 
Ere evening shadows veil 
The mountain side* 
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The second poet whose influence is most distinctly felt in 
modern German poetry is undoubtedly Heinrich Heine. He pos- 
sesses more than any other modem poet of Goethe's spirit, and is 
also the originator of those short epigrammatic poems, since be- 
come so popular, in which the application of poetical ideas to 
modern life is the main feature. Generally veiy short, bis lyrics 
have a special and indescribable charm of their own. The poet's 
£ancy is a law to itself both in words and rhythm, but both 
rhythm and words are in exquisite harmony with each other, and 
his poetry is full of delightful surprises which heighten its charm. 
Subjective as Heine's poems are, his quick sympathy and pro- 
found knowledge of human nature render them the expression of 
universal rather than individual thought. Few poets have had 
more imitators. It is impossible to take up a volume of German 
poetry without speedily coming upon something that recalls 
Heine's peculiar style, and yet few poets are more difficult of imi- 
tation. The rapid transition from irony to pathos, from liuinour 
to melancholy, are too often tound without the magic charm that 
blends them into harmony in Heine's verse, and the effect is 
often abrupt and disjointed. There is an individual flavour about 
his poetry which is specially his own, a charm so elusive and in- 
tangible that it is almost impossible to overtake it. For this rea- 
son it is particularly difficult to translate into a foreign language. 
It seems to defy all ordinary rules of translation, and to those 
who know the poem in the ori^jinal, it is doubtful if any rendering 
can ^rly represent it. It is difficult to choose a specimen where 
each poem differs so much from its neighbour, but the three given 
below may serve as examples of Heine's lyrics, when due allow- 
ance has been' made for what was left behind with their native 
dress. 

** On a rock in the cold bleak Northland 

A pine tree stands alone. 
He sleeps — and the ice and snow-flakes 

O'er his branches their pall have thrown. 

But dieams float through his frOMn slumbers. 

Of a distant southern land, 
Where silent and lone — a palm tree 

Lifts her crest 'mid the burning sand**' 
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The next example is foil of a subdued bitterness which is very 
common in Heine's poems. 

" Hast thou forgot that once within thy heart 
I reigned a king, and claimed a royal part? 
Thy' heart so sweet, so false, so frail a thing — 
No flower again so sweet, so felse, shall spring. 

Hast thou forgot the love, the bitterness 

Which in my heart together wont to press ; 

I know not which was greater — Love or Woe 

But both, ah ! both were great — ^thus much I know." 

The last is in the mocking vein now more associated with 
Heine's poems than perhaps any other style. 

" Thou lovest me not, thou lovest me not, 

This thought brings never a care, 
When I gaze in thy face, beloved. 
My heart is as light as air. 

Thou hatest me dear, right heartily, 
Those red lips the truth have told — 

Give me one kiss from that wayward mouth, 
My child, I shall be consotedi 

The difficulties of translation are unending. A successful 
translation must be to a certain extent as much an inspiration as 
the original poem; it is, as Martin Luther put it, " the peculiar 
grace and gift of God"; and the translation must produce in great 
measure the same effect on the reader as the original poem, or it 
has no right to exist. In translation from the German into 
English, one chief difficulty to the translator occurs more in 
poems of sentiment and feeling than in any other. The German 
nature tolerates an expression of sentiment which in the original 
is neither exaggerated, nor unreal, but which it is extremely diffi- 
cult to reproduce in English without becoming both. The Eng- 
lish equivalent can often not be found at all in a close rendering 
of the German. Strangely enough, this difficulty less frequently 
arises in Italian poetiy, which has often a restraint and severity of 
expression that seems almost foreign to the language. Another 
difficulty not uncommon in the translation of German poetry is 
that there is undeniably a tendency to slip into the common- 
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place* Matthew Arnold in his essay on Celtic literature has 
dwelt on this tendency, as a defect to which the German genius 
is naturally pione, and we find much German poetry marred to 
our mind hy this peculiarity. Against this, too, the translator 
must be on his guard, because this tendency is likely to become 
accentuated during the transition to another language. 

Lenau, who was a contemporary of Heine, was a man of a 
very different stamp. Though possessed of much beauty and 
tenderness, his poems are characterized by an excessive melan- 
choly, the result partly of the sombre and despondent state of 
mind which was natural to him, partly of an unhappy love affair 
which tinged the whole of his life. He was by birth a Hunfjarian, 
though educated in Germany, and many of his poems are vivid 
pictures of the Hungarian country familiar to him in childhood. 
Lenau's poetry has much in common with that of Emmanuel 
Geibel, but the despondent element which is so marked in the 
former is lacking in Geibel's work. His poetry is extremely 
popular in Germany. It is invariably sweet and melodious, and 
generally deeply tinctured with religious leeHng, if at times some- 
what lacking in force. 

With Freiligrath and Herwc<:^h, both of whom contributed 
largely to the lyric poetry of this period, another note is struck. 
They were among the first to make poetry the channel of their 
political views. The patriotic poems of both were among their 
finest efforts, and coming as they did aft a time of much political 
agitation, were received with the wildest enthusiasm. To these 
names may be added that of Anastasius Grun, as the Graf von 
Auersperg chose to be called in his adopted country. The transla- 
tion subjoined of Herwegh's " Walk at Midnight,'* though but im- 
perfectly reproducing the force and fire of the original, may yet 
give some idea of this &mous poem. 

" My spirit passes in the silent night 

Through each deserted street and quiet lane, 
Astir an hour ago with laughter light, 

Or passionate weeping — now comes rest again. 
The air is parched and drooping like a flower, 

The revellers* foaming cup has ceased to gleam. 
And care has vanished with the sunset hour, 

Tlie world i9 yf^f^r^^ H tw^ apd dreftm. 
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How all my hate and passion die away 

As the day closes soft with sun or showers 
And the moon sheds her reconciling ray 

Although it &11 but on fast dying flowers. 
Light as a breath, unresting as a star 

My spirit roams through shade and pallid gleam, 
And clear and open as its own thoughts are 

Lie the dim workings of each secret dream. 

My shadow glides behind me like a spy — 

I pause before a prison's guarded door 
Or Fatherland, thy son loved faithfully, 

And for that faithful love he paid full sore. 
He sleeps — nor knows that all his hopes have past. 

He dreams perchance of his old forest stream — • 
He dreams he holds the victor's crown at last, 

O God of freedom, leave to him, his dream. 

Stately before me, under watch and ward 

A palace towers — I pass the curtains' sheen 
And see one who in sleep still grasps his sword. 

One with sin marred and terror-stricken mien, 
Haggard his &ce and yellow as his crown — 

All decked for flight his coursers* trappings gleam-;- 
He tumbles headlong, and the earth breaks down, 

O God of justice — Cleave him to bis dream. 

The little cabin by the lonely stream, — 

Hiini^'er and innocence have here their place 
Vet the poor peasant has his God-sent dream 

Which all the long day's misery shall efface, 
For every seed from Morpheus' hand that falls 

Shall a fair harvest field before him gleam, 
The narrow hut shall stretch to palace walls 

God of the needy — let the poor man dream. 

At the last house, before the bench of stone 
With words of blessing on my lips I pause ; 

I love thee, dearest, but not thee alone. 
Thou wilt not grudge my love in freedom's cause. 
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Batterflies hover round thy slumbers light. 
For me the msh of steeds, the battle's stream, 

Thioe is the dove's mng, mine the eagle's flight ; 
O God of love— still let my loved one dream. 

O star ! whose light, like joy, through clouds must break 

O night ! close wrapped in thy dark veil of blue, 
Let not the sorrowful earth too soon awake, 

Onr sad and toil-worn hearts again to view. 
The earliest sunbeam shines on Calling tears, 

And Freedom's sword by day unsheathed must gleam 
The arm of Tyranny once more uprears. 

O God of sleep and waking, let ns dream." 

We come now to the more distinctly modern section of Ger- 
man lyric poets, who are most largely represented in the Antho- 
logy before us, and perhaps least known to English readers. We 
do not find here any poet of surpassing excellence, although many 
possess in no small degree that sympathetic faculty of apprecia- 
tion and capacity of expression which Goethe declares to be the 
two essential qualities of a true poet. In the absence of the social 
and political agitation which reacted on the poets of the first half 
of this centufy, we find an atmosphere less intense and perhaps 
less inspiring, which doubtless has its influence on the present 
generation of poets. The fire of patriotic feeling has died away, 
the intense and overwhelming Weltschmerz which lay heavy on 
the hearts of the preceding generation has given place, to a large 
extent, to a tone of indifierence and scepticism equally character- 
istic. There is a large preponderance of " vers de soci^t^," of short 
epigrammatic poems in the manner of Heine. Many of these 
are very sweet and graceful. Among them are the poems of 
Marie von Eschenbach, Gottscball, Lingg, Hopfen and others. 
Of the two poems given below the first is by Marie von Es* 
chenbach. 

" A little song — how comes it then, 
It finds its way to the hearts of men ? 
What lies within it ? prithee tell. 

A little quaint refrain is there, 
A little story— a little an*. 
And somebody's soul as well." 
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Tn this, as in the next poem by Hans Hopfen, there is the 
suggestion of a deeper thought than lies on the surface. * 

" Eager heart, let the qaestion rest 1 

What shall the spring-time bring ? 
Green grass springing— «(mg bird's nest 

Violets blossomiog. 

Love of woman and pain of heart 

Springing at Spring's behest. 
Joy its measure, and sin its part — 

Heart — let the qnestion rest. 

There is a tooch of sadness in these lines which seems insep- 
arable in the poet's mind from the thoagbt of Spring. It is al- 
most invariably found from Uhland downwards, in all the poems 
dealing with Spring and Spring life. 

The short poem ^iven below by Julius Sturm is in a different 
strain to the preceding examples. It is a lineal descendant of 
the Afahrchen which still delight the hearts of the German peo- 
ple and their children, and represents a class of verse which is 
too characteristic and popular to be omitted. It might be the 
voice of Hans Andersen wlio speaks. 

" To the white goose spoke the gray goose with a confidential 

mien, 

* Let us go and walk together on that sward so smooth and green. 
It would certainly refresh us both to taste the tender grass, 
And so in pleasant company a pleasant hour we'll pass.' 

' No,' said the white ^oose, coldly, * I fear f must decline, 
I only walk by day with geese in the same set as niino. 
Fan^iJiaiity with you would hurt my reputation ; 
I am a goose, 'tis true, but one of very different station.'" 

And in the " Pipe and Drum" of Alexis Aar we have a speci- 
men of yet another very popular class of poetry. 

" I hear the sound of piping and drummingf^ 

Lock up the bread, mother, soldiers are comfni^. 

Peace and rest at their step take wing. 
Sorrow and troub/e are all they bring. 
Ready, no doubt, to deal foemen a blow, 
But friends oft the weight of ^heif §troD^ arn^ ^n^^: 
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Methinks they fancy the whole world's treasure 
Is at their service, to do them pleasure. 

I hear the sound of piping and drumming, 
Lock up thy heart, maiden, soldiers are coming. 
Proudly they march in war's array, 
By kiss and promise they win their way. 
Well can the soldier flatter and wile, 
Luring the heart with many a guile ; 
But if thou trust him, then woe betide, 
Thou wilt be his plaything, but not his bride. 
I hear the sound of piping and drumming, 
Hold back the young men, soldiers are coming; 
The old still love the gay sight full well. 
How shall the young heart resist the spell ? 
See how they follow the inarching line. 
How tbetr eyes flash as the weapons shine. 
Maiden, thy bridegroom. Mother, thy son I 
The soldiers enticed him, and he is gone. 

The touch of pathos in this vigorous little poem is very effec- 
tive in the German. Alas, that so much is lost in translation! 
The translator cannot hope to do more than give a fair idea of 
these poems. Like all poetry they must be read in the original 
to be appreciated. 

Many other names might he mentioned who have done and 
are doing good vmrk in the kingdom of poetry including Sturm, 
Aar, Von Rohrscheidt and others. Among these, the name of 
Carmen Sylva, Queen of Roomania, is perhaps better known than 
any other, both as novelist and poet. There is a halo of romance 
about the life of this po^t queen, but her poetical work cannot 
rank very high. Her lyric poems are something in the style of 
Heine, but they lack the delicacy and lightness which is the very 
essence of his poems, and the subject and metre are apt to be 
commonplace. The following example may serve as a fair speci- 
men of her lyrical poems. It is called the "Shoemaker's Song". 

" Here is a piece of leather, — 
In my hand I hM the last. 
But over the edge a little foot 
|8 fgrf v^r ^lidin||^ past, 
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Oh ! what a daioty little foot, 

Perfect from heel to toe ! 
And in the shoe I'm making 

To the next dance 'twill go. 

It will scarcely touch the floor* 

As it skims across the ground, 
With a thousand dainty footste(>s» 
Admired by all around. 

For the first dance will all aspire. 

And fear lest she decline ; 
And think, 'Oh, that the little foot. 

And the little maid were mioe.' 

Now, that all this may come about, 

My utmost here I do. 
And, like a fool, despairing press' 
To my heart the empty shoe." 

As might be expected from the aim of the editor, a wide range 
of sabjects is included in these poems. The well- worn themes of 
love, war, and wine, all touched and transmuted, however, by the 
modern spirit, are here. The philosophy, science, and art of the 

present day have left tlieir traces; llie tone of thought has become 
deeper nnd more complex in harmony with the age. Nature in 
her manifold manifestations is still one of the most favourite 
themes, and the love of Nature, which has been one chief source 
of inspiration throughout the century, often finds very sweet and 
tender expression in these modern lyrics. The comfort and 
healing power to be found in her presence is beautifully express* 
ed in "the Refuge," by Frank], and io "In the Forest,'* by 
Bowttscfa. Of the latter a translation ia given. 

JLonely I pass through the forest. 

And the song of birds 
Floats through the branches above me 

Like Love's sweet words. 

Lonely I pass through the forest. 

And the breath of f!owers ' 
Greets me like Love's caresses 
In morniDg hoars. 
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Lonely I pass through the forest. 

And the flowing stream 
Weaves song and ripple and perfome. 

Into my dream. 

And I find the hopes I buried 

In the grave of yore, 
The joy of youth, and the sweetness 

In the woods once more." 

We pass over with regret many other names whose poems de- 
serve some notice, but lack of space forbids. On the whole as 
we glance over the long list of those who have their place in the 
German " Dichter Wald," the review is an encouraging one. If 
most of the poetry now produced cannot be included among the 
highest efforts of the imagination, it has at any rate many of the 
elements of true poetry. Simplicity, spontaneity, love of Nature, 
love of man, all find expression, if not always in the noblest form, 
still in genuine and melodious fashion, and where these are pre- 
sent, we are justified in looking for a fuller development of the 
poetic art. Bnt wide-spread as the love of poetry is among the 
German people, there is no one who can he pointed out as pre- 
eminently the representative poet of his age. The conditions 
are apparently favourahle, the materials lie ready to band, but 
the poet who is to leave the mark of his own individuality in- 
delibly im(M:essed on his age has not yet arisen. We wait his 
advent. ' 

Lois Saunders. 
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Mr, President, Honored Fatliers and Brethretf : 

A STRANGE sense of intellectual weakness, brokenness and 
incapacity, sometimes takes hold upon a man. That is 
in no small degree my experience to-night. I look at our subject, 
the Edncation of our Ministry, for that surely is pre-eminently our 
subject, and I cannot shake off the consciousness that a subject 
of such vast importance, a subject which affects so greatly the 
life, the usefulness, the destiny, of our ministry, our membership, 
our adherents, in a word, a subject with which the best interests 
of our church are directly interwoven, a subject which indirectly 
affects all churches, organizations and institutions in our land, can 
receive but scant justice from me. I but stand at the threshold of 
the temple of knowledge, or, at best, have had but a glimpse at 
the rich treasures which may be found within, a glimpse which 
reveals ignorance and stimulates desire without even in an or- 
dinary degree satisfying aspiration. Still I will, as Carlyle would 
say, in God's name attempt to introduce the subject. 

Viewed from any standpoint our subject is vast. And there 
are so many standpoints from which it may be viewed. I venture 
to say that of all many-sided subjects Education, human educa- 
tion, the right development of man*8 complex nature, the teach- 
ing that nature to see what is best, the inspiring that nature to 
do what is best, has the greatest number of sides. It includes 
whatever we do for ourselves and whatever others do for us for 
the express purpose of bringing us somewhat nearer to the per* 
fection of our complex nature. But it includes more. In its 
widest acceptance it comprehends all the indirect effects pro- 
duoed on our iacnlties and character. Laws, forms of govern- 
ment, modes of social life, and even climate, have aU a pofrer- 
ful though in a great degree imperceptible influence in the ednca- 
tion of man. In this broad sense, whatever helps to shape the 
human being, to make him what he is or to prevent him from 
\(tm^ what |ie is not, is p%rt of liis e4ucatiQnf ^du^^ion, then, 
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is the developing or perfecting of all the root-principles of man's 
natnre, together with the correction of all wrong tendencies. It 
reveals to the man gradually as it developes what he really is* 
nor can it be said to have completed its work till it inspires 
his being to make the best of all his powers for God's glory 
and human good. It is not the possession of knowledge, except 
in so &r as knowledge makes the man wiser, better, more 
profound in his thinking, more discriminating in his judgment, 
more &r-reaching in his insight, more comprehensive, disinter- 
ested and humanity-embracing in his purposes and plans. A man 
may know much and yet know little and be less. He may have 
an accurate knowledge of what are regarded as historical, theok>- 
gical, or scientific facts, while he has never asked the question, 
are these facts, and if so why so, and if not why not ? His edu- 
cation has yet to be begun. Here I have a great quarrel with 
what I will call the cram system, and with what I will call the 
mere mechanical system of education, which I fear are all too 
prevalent. In the one a student tries by skimming the sur- 
face of a subject, spending on it a few short weeks, or even 
a few short days, to make a pass and be called educated. 
In the other, the ill-guided or misguided student is led to 
think that education consists in what may be called getting up 
authors for examination. A most serious blunder. A man may 
know that certain kings lived and died, that certain empires 
rose, flourished, faded, crumbled, or were burned in their own 
ashes, while he has utterly failed to grasp the why, and how of 
success or failures in the case of individuals or of nations. We 
may have a correct knowledge of facts and yet be utterly ignorant 
of the great lessons which these facts are designed to teach. 
What is needed is not that a man should be an itinerant encylo- 
pedia, but that he should be able to think correctly and rightly, 
that he should have his mind stored ¥rith--or better yet — swayed 
by great ideas, ideas that are above mere bread and butter for 
self. I would have his mind stored with great ideas, not as yon 
would store odds and ends in a garret, tfot as you would store 
wheat in a bin, not even as you would store wdl assorted and 
labelled manuscripts in pigeon-holes whence you can secure them 
at will. I would have the ideas penetrate and dominate and poe- 
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sess the man until the ideas are the man and the man is the 
ideas. 

Education» then, is the developing of man's powers system* 
atically and harmonioosly. Thus they shall, so to speak, nnder- 
stand each other and work together for the completest realijsation 
of the individnal, and they shall see that it is accomplished by 
working for the completest realisation of the hnman hrotherhood. 
But to my subject, the education of the ministry. It should be 
liberal, liberal in the sense of being broad. It is incapable of 
exact and permanent de£nition. As humanity, intellectually, 
morally and spiritually presses toward a higher height, the boun- 
daries of a liberal education become extended. What would have 
been regarded as a liberal education in Canada one hundred 
years ago would not be so regarded to-day. Indeed, men's views 
of liberal education change with the cycles of the suns. In this 
age of rapid transition men's views of liberal education in some 
of its aspects might also be said to chaneje with the seasons, while, 
of course, there has ever been and will forever be in liberal edu- 
cation elements which change not. Time was when to be ignor- 
ant of a quantity in Homer would have caused a man who re- 
garded himself educated to blush crimson. But that same man 
could not perhaps have solved the simplest problem in social 
science. To-day a man may be almost totally ignorant of Greek 
and yet be regaided as a liberally educated man. Perhaps we 
have swung to the opposite extreme. Be that as it may, no 
man can now claim to be educated who is ignorant of himself, 
of the laws of nature, of his real relation to men and to God, 
of the social problems which like slumbering volcanoes often 
terrify the heart and threaten the very life of civilized society. 
Perhaps we might provisionally define a liberal education as the 
acquisition, the evolution or the development of a power of 
thought, a keenness of insight, a depth and purity of feeling and 
a nobility of purpose considerably in advance of the average of 
our times ; together with a reliable knowledge of all those sciences, 
material, mental and moral, which bear directly on human life 
and destiny. Such an education we crave for our ministry. 
Remember, it is the real devetopment, the real culture, the real 
knowledge I advocate. 

Strange as it may appear, some good men seem afiraid that 
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the broadest, deepest, most thorough mental development would 
not be best for the ministry. They mean well, but they do not 
see hx. They seem to think that if the human mind diould be 
developed to its highest and should then be permitted with per- 
fect freedom to porsae its investigations it might find out or seem 
to itself to find out things that would greatly weaken it. It 
might lose feith in God, in the immortality of the human soul, in 
. future rewards and punishments. Such a fear but makes mani* 
fest the latent doubt which possesses the minds of those who 
cherish it. God is. , The soul is immortal. Rewards and right- 
eous retribution are eternal. The more thorough the develop- 
ment of the human mind and the more patient, honest and 
thorough the scrutiny the more clearly will be seen the eternal, 
indestructible rock foundations on which these fundamental be- 
liefs of our holy religion rest. There is much truth, and much 
profound knowledge, together with a healthful sprinkling of irony 
in the words of James Russell Lowell, ** I take great comfort in 
God. I think that He is considerably amused with us sometimes, 
but that He loves us on the whole, and would not let us get at the 
match-box so carelessly as He docs, unless He knew that the frame 
of His universe was fire-proof. How many times have I not seen 
the fire engines of church and state, clanging and lumbering 
along to put out a false alarm. And when the sky is cloudy what 
a glare can be cast by a burning shanty !" The Church especially 
since the Reformation has become accustomed to such false 
alarms and shanty fires, and so she is ceasing to cry for the At- 
lantic to extiiiguisli a brush heap, i ar otherwise, the heart of 
the Church is beginning 10 believe the words of Gerald Massey, 

*' There is no pathway man has ever trod 
By faith or seeking life, but ends in God." 

In this respect we are in true apo.<ito]ic succession. The an- 
cient Church encouraged the study uf heathen literature, a litera- 
ture which in a darker period of the Church's life she learned 
without discrimination or with very little discrimination to regard 
as profane. She is now slowly learning to do the thought of the 
ages justice. Some of the early fathers slept with a copy of one 
of the Greek poets under their pillow. TertuUian allowed Chris- 
tian boys to attend public schools under pagan masters. Origea 
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made the study of Greek poets and moralists preparatory to thai 
of higher Christian truth, Clement taught that philsophy was 
the testament or dispensation given to the Greeks, the School- 
master to bring them to Christ as the Mosaic law was designed 
to bring the Jews. His teaching in this regard, history tells ns, 
was generally accepted. Indeed, to this day the traveller finds 
portrayed on the walls of the porticoes of Eastern Churches, the 
figures of Homer, the great Greek poet, Thucydides, the Greek 
historian, and Pythagoras and Plato, both seekers after God io 
the realms of philosophy as pioneers preparing the way for Chris- 
tianity. And why should it be otherwise? Does not the imper- 
fect prepare the way for the more perfect, does not the dawn 
prepare for the sun's clear shining. Development continuous 
and forever seems to be God's method of perfecting our world. 
We at any rate have nothing to fear but everything to hope from 
the most thorough investigation. For interest is truth and truth 
will prevail. I know there are some who hold that ignorance is 
the best soil for devotion. Within the last year it was said in a 
Methodist Class-meeting that a minister does not need to know 
A from B or 2 from 3. He needs but to be filled with the Holy 
Ghost. Far be it from me to minify in the slightest degree the 
Baptism of the Holy Ghost. May we have it in greater abun- 
dance. Scholarship can never take its place. If substituted for 
it scholarship would be a cold, lifeless, powerless failure, but 
scholarship, a thoroughly developed manhood can be hallowed, 
consecrated, made useful by the baptism of the Divine Spirit to a 
degree that ignorance has not been and as I think will not in the 
nature of things be. As we would expect, the man who made the 
statement I have given you was himself ignorant. What little 
theological teaching he had received he needed largely to unlearn. 
We have but to review past history to become convinced that 
while ignorance has ever been good soil for bigotry^ good 
soil for spiritual pride, good soil for intolerance, good soil for 
superstition and persecution, it has never been good soil for the 
most unselfish and philanthropic Christian spirit. Indeed, wher- 
ever nations have crumbled to the dust or been burned in their 
own ashes, and wherever individuals have made the worst or 
failed to make the best of life it has been largely owing to lack of 
knowledge. Without development man is but the veriest shadow 
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of what he mi^t be* Yon can place on yoar band two little 
seeds, one the seed of the mighty oak tree, another the seed of 
the beautiful garden flower. You have on yoar hand in germ, in 
possibility, in potentiality, the oak tree and the beautiful flower. 
Throw them on the banen rock — no oak tree — no flower. Place 
them in nnpropitious environment, a dwarf oak — a pony, sickly, 
ill- developed flower. They scarcely give yon a hint of what they 
might have been. Just so man. Leave him completely unedu- 
cated — ^he is near the lower animals. Educate but his intellect, 
and you have a fine, clear, cold, hard, selfish thinking macliine. 
Pat him to the school of Christ, teach him that the highest life is 
completely unselfish, and you have a being a little lower than the 
angels, who can under human limitations think God's thoughts 
after Him and who will under human limitations perform God's 
acts of kindness, mercy and love. I need not quote that oft-re- 
peated sentence, " Knowledge is power ;" so is sentiment, so is 
emotion, so is enthusiasm, emotion intensified, but never more 
so, never as much so as when they are sanctified through the 
truth received by the intellect or by the man as a thinking being. 
After all there is no little truth in the words, " Mind, mind alone, 
is light and hope and life and power." Mind, cultured mind, de- 
veloped mind, has done much through the centuries. Walk into 
one of our great manufactories, see steam hammers shaping many 
shafts and anchors, walk into a telegraph office and transmit 
your thoughts to another soul in another hemisphere almost in- 
stantaneously, stand by the telephone and speak to your friend 
hundreds of miles away with as great ease as though he were in 
the next room, and then tell me is not yoar mind-culture giving 
power over nature for human good. Every man will soon be our 
next-door neighbor, the earth a point, and yet a point on which 
the increasing millions of the human fomily can under more ex- 
alting conditions live. Nor is it alone along lines of material dis- 
covery and material invention that mind is manifesting its bene- 
ficent influence. Alongside of that and, perhaps, fiicilitated by 
that, have originated world-embracing plans for human betterment 
or for highest human well-being. The rights of humanity are 
being considered with a view to their adoption as a part of the 
creed by which we live. Human brotherhood is writing itself in 
cburacters of living light and loving heat on tl)e hearts of earth's 
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best. All this is finding expression in self-denying effort for 
human gocd. But alonq^side all this we cannot shut our eyes to 
the fact that intellectual force is frequently perverted, that while 
the most unselfish plan the best for others, the selHsh plan the 
mean best, which is the worst for self, and through mind-develop- 
ment crush and curse others to secure it. We live in an age of 
vast possibilities for good or evil, and the man of God has en- 
trusted to his heart and brain, to his whole being, the duty of 
guiding and inspiring all toward the best. 

Thou hast a brave calling, and therewith we charge thee: 
Thy brow bear this frontlet, thy finger this seal. 

This think thou, and feel, 
** I am set for the life of the Great Commonweal." 

That which God hath begun 

To ftilfit in His Son, 
His high purpose to gather together in one 
All things both in earth and in heaven, be that 

Too thy purpose ; thereat 
' Work thou with thy God, in the sight of the sun 

Till thy work shall be done. 
Thy articulate word 
Be the breath of His mouth, be the stroke of His sword. 

To strengthen or slay, 

In the strife of thy day, 
The good or the evil that girds for the fray. 
God grant thee His benison, guide thee and prosper. 

As only He may ! 

The minister's work is the broadest, the most far-reaching, and 
requires a deeper insight aiul a purer feeling than the work of any 
other. lie stands in some sense between men and God. He is 
in a vcTv sjH cinl sense God's man in the world. He stands be- 
tween man and man with all their seemingly conflicting interests, 
and is expected in God's name to show them that way out. He 
cannot afford to be ignorant of the social problems which press 
themselves on society's heart for solution. If he is, then he is 
weak. No man can do more to bind together the atoms of 
human society which often through ignorance of their real good 
repel each other %lm theChristi^^n miaistert He 9taii49 betweet) 
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the rich and poor, and shows that it is the interest of both to be 
and act as brethren. Then there are intellectual problems 
which trouble men's minds. This is an a^e of investigation. 
This is an age of criticism. Nothing can escape criticism. 
Nothing should desire to escape it. A fuodamental principle of 
Protestant Christianity is the right of private judgment. Men 
are using their judgment or their intellectual or reasoning powers 
as perhaps at no other time in the Church's history. Sometimes 
th^ find themselves in the cloud-land of doubt. Can we traverse 
the ground with them ; will we do it patiently, rationally, sympa- 
thetically ? Then we have helped a human brother. Will we 
flinff H cruel epithet at them, such as black-!ieartcd infidel ? Tficn 
we have lost an opportunity for doiof^ good, and have perhaps con- 
firmed a soul in unbelief. That is the great need on the intellec- 
tual side. Then there is a problem with which we have to grapple 
on the lower side ; it is tiie thorougii training of those who have 
little knowledge and much feeling, and are in danger of 
grossest self-deception. One of our vrisest ministers, preaching 
to the graduating class of one of our Colleges in i88a, said, " We 
have seen whole Conferences blighted, burned over with a fana- 
ticism the flames of which were fed by ignorance.*' In such cases 
our work is to light up the brain, to awake thought, and withal 
to inspire a nobler feeling than any possessed before. I have often 
asked myself, why we have in our Church so many who have 
more zeal than knowledge ? The answer has invariably been, 
were we better trained as ministers such a condition of things 
would be largely transformed for good. The minister needs to be 
a man who can touch the pulse of the world's thou;^'ht at the 
right time and in the right direction for the world's good. He is 
to stimulate and guide its thinking. He mubt have been trained 
to think himself. The minister needs to be a man who can ex- 
orcise passion, pride, envy, hate and sdUishness from human 
hearts. He needs in our sin-cursed world to inspire a love that 
will never die. He needs to have that heart^culture himself. 
The minister needs to be thoroughly conversant with the world's 
deepest thinking and deepest feeling. Otherwise there comes a 
time when men say he cannot help them, and turn to sources 
called secular, saying that the sources supposed to be sacred have 
^ed. A sad caUvity that, a very sad calamity whea men torn 



Digitized by Google 



232 



QUBBN*S QUARTERLY, 



away fh>m those who are called of God, because they regard them 
as not qualified to give the needed help. I would, then, reiterate 
the iactthat knowledge is power. It is power to the nation, it 
is power to the Church, it is power to the individual. Power has 
ever fallen, power is now falling, power will forever faX\ into the 
hands of those who have brains that can think and hearts that 
can feel for the rest. They have developed their latent powers, 
they have utilized the grand heritage of truth bequeathed to 
them by the upward struggle of the ages. They know how to 
place the human mind in the right attitude toward truth, hence 
power has fallen into their hands. This has been always so. It 
is, I think, so now in a greater degree than at any other period of 
history. The world is recognizing the aristocracy of thought. 
The men who have tlie deepest insight rule the world. The world 
could get along without some of its crowned heads, some of 
its Members of Parliament, who are supposed to make its laws, 
but tlie world could not without great hurt lose one of its seers. 
The Church needs to-day, the world needs to-day, thoroughly 
developed men everywhere. The interests of the race demand 
most thoroughly developed men in our Christian pulpits. To- 
ward this thorough development college training shoiM be, and 
when .things are as they ought to be wiU be, helpful. Contact 
with living, thinking men who are themselves in most hearty 
sympathy with the main stream of the world's intellectual life, 
contact with men who have reached intellectual and spiritual 
waters to swim in and are not afraid to try the ocean under the 
guiding eye of their God, contact with living and thinking men 
who, I will not say know everything ; but who do know the sub- 
jects they teach sihd who can impart their knowledge, must be 
very helpful to the student. Again, in the college he is freed from 
work and has access to a library. And not least among the ad- 
vantages of college life is contact with other minds which are 
hungering after knowledge. Every young minister should have 
the privilege of a college course. Every student should set before 
himself not a petty intellectual fastidiousness, not what someone 
has called "a fine ladyism of the intellect." These grow most 
luxuriantly on the thin and artificial soil of minds at once vain 
and second-rate. College life should ring the death-knefl of all 
such fastidious littleness, and at the same time ring th^ birth; 
peal of a nobler, maqlieri oi th9u^ht« 
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*' Greatly begin ; though thou have time 
But for a line, be that sublime — 
Not failure but low aim is crime." 

There are men who go to college and who are not 
educated. There are men who get degrees without going 
to college who are not educated men. There are men 
who go not to college and get no degrees who are edu- 
cated. They all become known. They cannot hide what 
they are, or, as the case may be, what they are not. You can tell 
almost at a glance the thoroughly developed man. His equili- 
brium of nature, his complete self-control, his breadth of view, 
bis deptb of insight, his honesty of purpose, iiis purity of motive, 
his freedom from superstition, his freedom from prejudice, his 
toleration, his broad philanthropy, his patience, his self-dental, 
his hope, — all these shine oat with a bright yet a mild and tender 
radiance which marks him as a man who has reached the moon- 
tain top of spiritual life, whose brow is bathed in eternal light 
and whose heart is hallowed by eternal love. Such a man de* 
serves to become a leader of men, and he will. God has so or- 
dered it. What we crave for our pulpits, then, is men who are 
great with truest eminence, strong with divinest power, wise with 
deepest knowledge, free with broadest liberty ; men who will fill • 
nobiy the place assigned them by endeavoring to place the pre- 
sent a little in advance of the past, and by laying a foundation for 
a future in advance of the present. May such men in our Church 
throughout become a thousand-fold more than they are, and then 
God will bless us as He has promised. But if we are to have 
these thin;,'s in a deforce worthy of what we call the Great Metho- 
dist Church, there must be educational missionary work done 
heartily, conscientiously and continuously in every circuit and 
station until all our people are possessed by a sympathy for our 
Educational Institutions, based on love begotten of and guided 
by light. Such a sympathy cannot fail to manifest itself in a 
general systematic liberality which will make our Church a more 
potent factor in shaping the destiny of our land. In many de- 
partments of Christian toil Methodism has taken no second 
place. As an evangelizing agency she has been greatly blessed 
by God. On the great missionary question her heart has been 
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found sympathetic and her purse open. She has led tlie way for 
a century and a iialf in the great temperance movement. 
One does not feel like rtndinf^ fault with her ; she has done 
so much so nobly. But yet, in the matter of liberal culture in 
the pulpit and pew, we long for the time when she can with 
honest self-respect point to theologians, scientists, poets, philo' 
sophers, and statesmen, who are known beyond the village spire. 
It should be the ambition of Methodism to have men of world- 
wide reputation in every department of thought and action. I 
she is to accomplish this, then she will do well to re£:ard the past 
as but her beginning lessons only, she will do well to survey with 
single eye the broad field of opportunity beckoning grandly before 
her, she will do well to make herself fomiliar with the conditions 
of broadest and most permanent success, she will do well to 
'* Give rein to the strength of her heart, the fire of her dreams, 
and prepare a nobler and higher example of what she can plan 
and can dare.'* May the time soon come when both ministers 
and laymen in Methodism will regard it as at least a part of pure 
religion to consecrate some of their wealth to the purpose of 
making the higher education of the ministry a possibility. No 
money so invested can be lost. 



There has befallen literature of late years a grievous, even an ir- 
reparable blow. It has lost the salon. There are no longer graudes 
dames de par le mondc^ who attract to their drawing-rooms the leaders 
and the lesser lights of literature ; there are no longer, so £ir as I 
know» any places at all, ev«i any clubs, which are recognized centres 
of literature ; there are no longer any houses where one will be sure 
to find great talkers, and to hear them talking all night long. There 
are no longer any great talkers — that is to say, many men there are 
who talk well, but there are no Sydney Smiths or Macaulays, and in 
houses where the Sydney Smith of the day would go for his talk; he 
would not be encouraged to talk much after midnight. 

Fifty years ago there were two houses which, each in its own way, 
were recognised centres of literature. Every man of letters went to 
Gore House, which was open to all ; and every man of letters who 
could get there went to Holland House. 

Walter Bbsaht.— Ft/ify Yean Ago, 
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IV.— THE FORM AND CONTENT OF THE DIVINA COMMEDIA. 

THE Theology and Politics of Dante, of which we have now 
obtained some idea, do not express his deepest conception 
of life. His Theology, although it is no mere transcript of the 
system of doctrine current in his day, is yet little more than an 
intelligent reading and combination of Aqninas and the mystics ; 
while his Politics, which is more independent and original, is 
mainly the clear statement of a dead ideal. But the presenta- 
tion, under the poet's form of eternity, of human life in all its 
types is living down to its minutest fibre. Here Dante is in his 
own special realm, and in it he moves with the assured tread of 
a master. The framework in which his pictures are presented 
is traditional ; but under the form of the three kingdoms of the 
future world — Hell, Purgatory and Paradise — we are brought face 
to face with living men and women, as they play their parts in 
the world of our own experience, dashing themselves against the 
eternal laws of the universe, painfully struggling with the tempta- 
tions of the flesh, or moving forward joyously and freely in the 
higher life. Before we go on to a closer consideration of Dante's 
great work, it will be necessary to say a few words about the 
form in which he embodies his ideas. 

We have not gone very far in the Divine Cotrndy before we 
feel that the author has cast his thought into a mould which is 
strange and unfamiliar to us. The very first words of the poem 
bring this home to us. 

Nel mezzo del cammin di nostra vita 
Mi ritrovai per una selva oscnra. 
(In the middle of the pathway of our life I found myself in a 
dark wood.) 

What is this middle or central point of human life ? In the 
Cmmnto (iv. 2, 3) Dante tells us that the life of every creature 
may be imaged as an arch, and that in a normal being the ascent 
and descent of the arch should be precisely equal. Aristotle had 
a perception of this truth when he spoke of Youth as an increase 
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of life. In man the top of the arch is at the thirty-fifth year. 
This seems to be shown by the htit that oar Lord *' was a per- 
fectly natural man, who willed to die at the age of thirty-foor, 
because it was not meet that the Divine should have place in the 
descending segment.'* Dante no doubt has also in his mind 
the words of the Psalmist : " The days of our years are three- 
score years and ten." 

We have in this passage another instance of the Scholastic 
method of settling a question of natural history by an appeal to 
the authority of Aristotle and of Scripture, and by a forced and 
unnatural interpretation of their words. My main object, how- 
ever, iq citing this passage is not to illustrate the artificial charac- 
ter of Dante's exegesis, of which we have already had various in- 
stances, but to draw attention to the peculiar fascination which 
the symmetry of numbers exercised over his mind. All his writ- 
ings are full of it. In the Vita Nuova, for example, he tells us 
that he first met Beatrice at the beginning of his ninth year ; at a 
later period, after an illness of nine days, the thought of her death 
came to him on the ninth day ; she died on the ninth day of the 
ninth month, " computing by the Syrian method," and in that 
year of our Lord " when the perfect number ten was nine times 
completed in that century.'* The number nine was friendly to 
her, because the nine heavens were in conjunction at her birth, 
and she was herself the number nine, "that is, a miracle the root 
of which is the wonderful Trinity." The whole external structure 
of the Divine Comedy is determined by this symmetry of 
numbers. Written in Urza rima, "the whole number of 
cantos is one hundrt-d, the perfect number ten multiplied 
into itself; but if we count the first canto of the Inferno as 
a Prelude, which it really is, each part will consist of thirty- 
three cantos, making nine in all, and so the favorite mystic 
numbers reappear."* Again, there are nine circles in the Inferno^ 
nine terraces in the Pu>x'atorio, and nine spheres in the ParaJiso. 

Not merely in numbers, but in spatial or f;eoinetrical relations, 
Dante finds everywhere a perfect symmetry of parts. This will 
be best seen by looking at his picture of the physical structure of 
the universe. Precisely in the centre stands the earth, forever 

*Loagi»lloiv's Oute, I., p. 11& 
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fixed and immovable, enveloped by a aeries of concentric spheres 
which constitute the heavens. The worid as a whole is thus de- 
finitely limited in extent. On the northern hemisphere of the 
earth dry land predominates, while the southern hemisphere is 
covered with sea, with the exception of the Mount of Pui|$Btory. 
As the earth is the centre of the world, so the centre of the 
northern hemisphere is the Mount of Jerusalem, where " the Man 
who vras bom and lived vrithout sin was consumed," and precise- 
ly opposite to it in the southern hemisphere is the Mount of Pur* 
gatory. Hell Dante figures as an inverted cone, the apex of 
which is at the centre of the earth. Around its mouth lies a 
bro9d plain, beneath which are nine circles gradually narrowing 
in circumference. The Mount of Purgatory is also conical, and 
over its base lie nine terraces, while on its summit is located the 
Earthly Paradise. Beyond the circumambient air are the nine 
successive heavenly spheres : the seven spheres of the planets — 
the Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, the Sun, (conceived by Dante 
as a planet), jupiter and Saturn ; then the sphere of the Fixed 
Stars ; and, lastly the Primum MobiU, enveloping and as it were 
closing in all the others, — " the royal mantle of all the rolls of 
the universe." The Empyrean is not material and spatial, but 
an inextended centre of light and love, the special abode of the * 
Primal Reason. 

This outline of Dante's cosmography is enough to show how 
strongly liis mind is dominated by the idea of the geometrical or 
architectural symmetry of the universe. This idea evidently 
springs from the conviction that the orderly arrangement of parts 
must be the product ofthe formative activity of the divine reason. 
Like the Pythagoreans the medieval mind seemed to see in the 
balance and proportion of parts the hidden operation of a forma- 
tive principle. And no doubt the instinct is sound, though it 
snatches at a superficial and external harAony, instead of seeking 
for the deeper mathematical harmony which modern science has 
shown to be involved in the laws of nature. With wonderful art 
Dante employs the fimcifiil symmetry which he seems to detect 
in the "great cathedral of immensity " to bring his luxuriant 
material into order, and to suggest the correspondence of the 
three states of consciousness symbolized by Hell, Purgatory and 
Paradise. In this way bis passion for precision and definiteness 
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is satisfied ; and it is one of the evidences of his remarkable con-' 
structivc faculty that lie is able in the Inferno to be geometrically 
precise without sacrificing the complex material which he had to 
work into the structure of his poem. 

The cosmography of Dante is the product of distinct points of 
view. It is partly based upon the science of hb day. When he 
maintains that the earth is spherical, and that the southern 
hemisphere is covered with water and therefore uninhabited ; 
when he adopts the Ptolemaic system of astronomy with its 
cycles and epi^des ; and iR^en he attributes the movement of the 
heavens to the action of the ^mum mobile : in all these cases his 
method, though not his results, is scientific, being based upon ob- 
servation and induction. But he passes without a break to a 
totally new order of ideas when he seeks to determine physical 
facts by the authority of the Church and of Scripture. Now his 
question is, not what are the fiicts, but what must the facts be ? 
Jerusalem is the central point on the earth's surface, because 
there the event happened which is the central £ict in the history 
of man ; and if further proof were required, does not the prophet 
Ezekiel say : '* This is Jerusalem : I have set it in the midst 
the nations ?" I have said that Dante is scientific in his 
• method wlien he affirms the whole southern hemisphere to 
be covered with water ; at any rate he is here unscientific only 
because he goes beyond what known facts warrant ; but when he 
adds that Ulysses and his companions were engulfed in the waters 
of the ocean, because in sailing beyond the Pillars of Hercules 
they were impiously seekinf:^ to penetrate the hidden mysteries of 
the future life, he falls back upon the arbitrary restrictions of the 
Church. Again, when he seeks to explain the movements of the 
heavenly spheres by the impulse of the primum mobile, his expla- 
nation, though it is no doubt erroneous, is not contrary to the 
method of science ; but when he accounts for these movements by 
thentne orders of angels traditional stDoe Dionysiusthe Areopagite, 
he substitutes a theological for a scientific explanation. Similar- 
ly, when he adds to the Ptolemaic system the Empyrean, he does 
so on the express principle that it is maintained in the Catholic 
system of doctrine. When, however, the Church has not laid 
down any explicit doctrine, Dante like other medieval thinkers feels 
free to employ his own fitculty of invention. Thus, though the 
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Church had affirmed that the local abode of souls after death is 
Hell, Purgatory or Paradise, it had not fixed the precise locality 
of these realms, and hence the poet gives them the form best 
adapted to his general scheme. Tradition placed Hell and Pur- 
gatory in the bowels of the earth as contiguous abodes ; Dante 
with much more significance makes Purgatory a mountain, to in- 
dicate the slow and laborious effbrt of purification, and places it 
in the free air «nth the stars overhead to snggest hope and aspir- 
ation. Tradition located the Earthly Paradise in various remote 
places, but always on the sur&ce of the earth ; while Dante with 
finer feeling transfers it to the summit of the Purgatorial Mount 
in full view of the Heavenly Pftradise. In thus giving free play 
to his imagination, but always within the limits of the general 
doctrine of the Church, Dante illustrates a marked characteristic 
of medieval thought. The schoolmen were by no means agreed 
in their manner of conceiving the doctrines of the Church ; it was 
enough that they observed their larger outlines and respected the 
principle of authority. So Dante always accepts the doctrines 
which have been distinctly formulated, but he does not scruple to 
giire the rein to his own invention where the Church has made no 
authoritative decision. 

The same union of science and do{:jma which the Cosmography 
of Dante illustrates is shown in his manner of viewing the pro- 
cesses of nature. One of the most remarkable instances of that 
union is given in Buonconte of Montefeltro's account of his own 
death. " T am Buonconte : Giovanna [his wife] nor anyone else 
cares for me ; wherefore I go among these spirits with downcast 
brow." Flying throngii the night after the battle of Campaldino 
with a wound in his throat, he falls by the shore of the Archiano ; 
but, folding his arms on his breast in the form of the cross, with 
his last breath he calls on the name of Mary. The Angel of God 
received his spirit, but He of Hell was allowed to work his will 
on the mortal part. Then follows a description of the formation 
of rain which is as precise as a scientific manual, without ceasing 
to be poetic. A moist vapour gathered in the air : '* that Evil 
Will, who ever uses his intelligence for evil, came and set vapour 
and wind in motion. As evening fell, over the valley from Pra- 
tomagno to the great ridge of the Appenines was spread a thick 
vapour, and the heavens were overcast with cloud, and the preg- 
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nant air converted into water.*' The rain fell, and saturating the 
earth flowed forth in rills, which converged into great streams 
that msfaed towards the " royal river," the Archiano. Swollen 
-and impetuous, the Archiano overflowed its banks, and, seizing 
the body of Buonconte, whirled it into the Amo, loosening the 
crossed arms, rolling it along the banks and over the bed of the 
river and finally ** wrapping it round with its spoils.'* 

Without dwelling upon the poetic perfection of this passage, 
with its pathetic ** Giovanna nor anyone else cares for me," we 
must note the peculiar combination of scientific accuracy and 
medieval theology which it exhibits. The description of the for- 
mation of rain by condensation and of the subsequent phenomena 
iswntten by one who possessed the " scientific imagination" in 
its highest form ; but, interwoven with it, is the medieval concep- 
tion of the untameable forces of nature as manifestatious of dia- 
bolic malice. The outer phenomenon is apprehended with absohite 
precision, but behind it is the agency of the Evil Will which is 
hostile to man. Nor is this a solitary case : there is not in 
Dante, so far as I know, any instance in which the harsh or ter- 
rible forces of nature are conceived as divine. The sublime as- 
pects of nature are always regarded by the medieval mind as 
simply hostile to man ; they are never, as in modern poetry, con- 
ceived as kindred to the human soul. The absolute opposition of 
evil and good is applied even within the sphere of physical 
nature. 

The truth is that Dante, though he fixes with unerring pre- 
cision upon the characteristic feature of a sensible object and has 
the power of bringing it visibly before us, does not regard nature 
as the manifestation of the divine, but at the most as a symbol of 
the wisdom of the divine Artificer. God is not in nature but 
beyond it. The conception of nature as containing within it the 
divine Presence is foreign to his as to all medieval minds. And 
this explains the fact to which Ruskin calls attention, that he 
never confuses the visible object with that of which it is the sym- 
bol. The shades waiting by the shores of Acheron, when they 
are struck by the oar of Charon, drop into the boat " like the dry 
leaves of Autumn," but the leaves are leaves, and the shades 
shades. Wordsworth has the same power of literal accuracy in 
describing a natural object, as when he speaks of the star-like 
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shadow thrown hy the wayside flower, bnt unlike Dante the 
flower is for him btssides an expression of the nniversal life which 
is immanent in all things. The true region of Dante is the human 
soul with its terrible gift of freedom to will the evil and the awful 
issues which hang upon its choice. We must therefore leave these 
external matters and seek to get a closer view of the destiny of 
man. 

No poet who ever lived has the same power as Dante of mak- 
ing us feel the insignificance of all external distinctions as com- 
pared with the one eternal distinction of a good or bad will. As 
if to enforce this truth in the most impressive way Dante puts 
into the Inferno men who occupied the highest positions in church 
and state ; nay, men for whom his sympathy and admiration are 
so intense that he almost weeps tears of blood for them. Popes, 
cardinals, princes, statesmen, even his own beloved teacher, are 
inexorably consigned to the punishment which an impartial judg- 
ment of their character demands. For Dante is not merely a poet, 
but a prophet of the Lord, who must deliver the message with 
which he is inspired, even when his own heart is wrung with 
anguish. His judgments, as he beheves, are based upon immu- 
table principles, and he can do no otherwise. He places before 
us pictures of the naked soul, stripped of all disgui.se, and stand- 
ing out in the translacent light of the eternal world. Thus to as- 
sume the office of judge was a terrible responsibility, as Dante 
well knew; and, even supported as he believed himself to be by 
the authority of an in&llible church, we cannot wonder that the 
" the poem to which heaven and earth had put their hands " had 
" made him lean for many years.*' What» then, is the central 
principle by which Dante estimates human character ; in other 
words, what is Evil, and what are its degrees ? 

The formal answer to this question is given by Dante himself 
in the seventeenth canto of the Purgatorio {91-139). He begins 
by drawing a distinction between the immediate or natural de- 
sires and those desires which belong to man because he has rea- 
son, or, in other words, because he is capable of forming ideals. 
The natural desires — such as the appetite for food, pleasure 
in visible objects, etc. — are simply innocent or instinctive. 
Dante, therefore, does not like the Neo-platonists regard these 
^^res fis ^vUf i^o c|o))b( \\ i§ implied iq his cooceptioQ of t|)9 
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contemplative life that the highest reach of holiness is to 'scorn 
delights,' even those which are innocent, in view of a hij;her 
good ; but here, where his mind is fixed upon the everyday life of 
ordinary humanity, he has nothing to say against the uncorrupted 
pleasures of sense. His main interest, however, is not in these, 
but in the life of man as a social being, who in virtue of his rea- 
son is capable of making the common good his end, or of stand- 
ing apart in isolation and seeking his own good. Now, no man, 
he says, can really separate himself from God. This is a deep 
and penetrative remark the full force of which most exponents of 
Dante do not seem to have seen. I do not think that we are 
misconstruing the essence of Dante's teaching, when I say that 
he is iiere affirming the fundamental identity of the human and 
divine nature. In his deepest being man is ever seeking after 
God. As Dante elsewhere says, when he wills the evil, he is 
misled by the sembhince of goodness which throws over it a 
seductive charm. So &r as man comprehends his own natnre 
as it really is, he must follow what is good. In this sense " virtue 
is knowledge.** Containing within himself the principle which in 
its perfection constitutes the eternal nature of God, man can 
never reach true satis&ction so long as he does violence to his 
ineradicable love for goodness. Now, the divine principle which 
thus constitutes the vety essence of man's rational nature is a 
love for his fellows. Deep within the soul of man, and even un- 
consciously to himself, is working the principle of self-realization 
by identification with others. Man can never be at unity with 
himself until he has made the universal good his end. But, if 
this is his true life, obviously he must be in contradiction with 
himself so long as he imagines that his own good may be found 
in self-seeking or unsociality. The effort to realize an individual, 
isolated or unsocial self is the root of all evil. The worst form 
of evil will therefore consist in the deliberate and conscious 
effort to realize a separate self. He who makes himself the 
centre of all his actions is denying the very essence of his being, 
and striking a fatal blow at the social or true self. Now, what 
is the extreme form of the universal self? Dante, in his classifi- 
cation of the various forms of evil follows the arrangement of 
Bonaventura, as Mr. Davidson has recently shown; and Bona- 
ventura, as wt; h«ive seen in the passage already quoted, arranges 



Digitized by Gopgle 



DANTE AND MEDIEVAL THOUGHT, 243 

the mortal or aool-destroyiiig diis in this order : Pride, Envy, 
Anger, Unconcern, Avarice, Gluttony, Incontinence. {Bat of 

course Dante only makes this classification hb starting-point, 
seeking to inteipret it in the light of his own experience, as 
illuminated by the central idea of unsociality or selfishness as the 
source and origin of all evil. Hence he tells us that while man 
cannot really hate God, he can hate his neighbour, and that from 
such hatred all sin originates* The first three sins — Pride, Envy 
and Anger — are in their several degree forms of the evil will 
which seeks one's own good by consciously turning against the 
universal good. Pride, he says, is the animating principle of the 
man whose end in life is, not to aid his fellow man, but to 
humiliate him and frustrate all his efforts. " F'rorn this cause 
fell the angels. " Absolute self-assertion is the very idealism of 
evil. If it could succeed in its aim, the individual would be 
alone in the universe, or at least all other beings would be min- 
isters of his sublime Egoism. The perfect type of unlimited 
pride is therefore Satan, whom Dante appropriately places at 
the lowest point in the kingdom of evil. His human imitators, 
in their all-devouring Egoism, strike at all forms of social organi- 
zation — the family, the civil community, the state, the church, 
the whole human race. For this reason Dante places in the 
lowest cirde of Hell the traitors, whose deeds spring from Pride, 
as thus conceived. In the mouths of Satan, the incarnation of 
this vice, he places Brutus and Cassins, who betrayed the Em- 
pire, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed the divine Head of the 
Church. Dante's principle of classification therefore demands 
that Pride, the nulimited affirmation of Egoism, or, what is the 
same thing, the absolute negation of sociality, should be regarded 
as the worst form of moral depravity. Dante's conception of 
sin is thus the logical complement of bis theory of Society, as set 
forth in the D« MwarcfUa and elsewhere. " It was an essential 
part of his moral system," as Mr. Symonds says,* "to estimate 
the hcinousness of evil not by a personal, but by a social stand- 
ard." Envy, the next form of evil, is the sin of " the man who 
dreads the loss of power, grace, honour and fame by the eleva- 
tion of another, and therefore grows so bad that he loves the 
opposite.** The envious man, as Di^ntp conceives of bimi does 
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not seek to destroy the veiy foondatioo of social order, hut he 
undermines it while ostensibly admitting its principle. Ptetend* 
ing to respect the principle of jastioe, which is the basis of so- 
ciety, he deprives others of tiieir doe by fraad. The traitor 
would sacrifice the very principle upon which society rests, the 
fraudulent man only prevents the just administration of that 
principle. Envy is therefore a less heinous sin than Pride ; for 
even if it succeeds it is only partial in its effect, and therefore 
does not destroy the belief in the inviolable principles of law and 
justice. The third sin in order is Anpjer, which does not attack 
the institutions of society, but exercises violence aji^ainst indi- 
viduals. The man who gives way to this sin does not pretend 
that others have no rights ; he recogni2es their rights, but he 
allows his passionate hatred to overmaster his sense of justice. 
When it bears its legitimate fruits, Anger issues in all those 
crimes of violence which frankly set law at defiance without de- 
nying Its validity. It thus seems to Dante less fatal in its effects 
than treachery- or fraud, both of which strike at the social order 
itself, the one openly and the other secretly. 

These three sins are all evil in the object at which they aim. 
But there are other sins which spring not from desire for an end 
which is itself evil, but torn defitct or excess. The first of these 
is Unconcern or Indifference, which forms a sort of middle^term 
between Pride, Envy and Anger, and the sins of Avarice, Intem- 
perance and Lnst. The type of character which Dante has 
in his mind when he speaks of Unconcern is that which has no 
enthusiasm for the public good. The indolent, self-indulgent 
man cannot be aroused fi-om the selfish desire for his own ease 
and comfort ; he has no enthusiasm for great public ends, but, 
sunk in apathy, prefers to "cultivate his garden.*' We might 
almost say that Dante is thinking of the ordinary unideaed Phil- 
istine, whom all social reformers and ardent spirits of every kind 
know to be least accessible to the enthusiasm of humanity. To 
a man like Dante, full of ideas and burning with social fer- 
vour, this class was naturally regarded as offering a more ob- 
stinate resistance to the triumph of righteousness than the 
avaricious, the intemperate or the incontinent. These err by the 
very intensity with which they seek an object that in itself is 
|;oQd, The prodi4C(i9{i of wealth is pot evil, except when 
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whole energy of the sool is concentrated upon it, to the exclusion 
of wider ends. And even when desire is tiros limited, the active ' 
industry which it implies indirectly aids society. Nevertheless, 
the avaricious man is sinful, because his passion for wealth blinds 
him to the real end for which wealth exists. Intemperance, again, 
is excessive desire for physical well-being. The natural desire 
for the satisfaction of the bodily wants is not evil, but when that 
satisfection is made the sole object it defeats its own end, and 
revenges itself in the diseases which intemperance brings in its 
train. Lastly, incontinence is the excess which leads to the 
abolition of that rational limit which society has embodied in the 
institution of the family. In characterizing the last two groups 
of sin as proceeding from defect or access in pursuit of an object 
in itself good, Dante's formulae are manifestly inadequate to 
the expression of his thought. He really conceals, under the 
Aristotelian Category of the ** mean " the much deeper view, 
that all unspiritualized desire is in conflict with the essentially 
social nature of man. If wc interpret his doctrine in this way, 
as indeed his concrete picture of the souls who represent these 
sins demands, we shall see that he is really carrying out his 
fundamental idea that all sin springs from Egoism, or the viola- 
tion of the organic unity of society. Thus the indolent man 
fails to give his energy to the true end of man, the promotion of 
the social good, because he selfishly prefers his own ease and 
comfort; the avaricious man, by his narrow concentration on a 
single interest, loses sympathy for the wider interests which are 
essential to the complete life of man, and thus empties wealth of 
its ideal meaning as the means to higher ends ; the intemperate 
man unfits himself for the proper discharge of his function in 
society ; and the incontinent man strikes a blow at the sacred 
institution of the fitmily. Of all this Dante is well aware, and 
even his conception of avarice, intemperance and incontinence 
as the excess of what in itself is good, shows how far removed he 
was from the ascetic view of the natural desires as essentially 
evil and therefore demanding extinction. Had he followed out 
the idea which he thus virtually affirms, that the natural desires 
are not to be annihilated but spiritual!^, he would have been 
led to see that the monastic vows of poverty, celibacy and 
obedience are Inconsistent with that social conception of life 
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npoo which^ his dassificatioii of the seven mortal sins rests ; 
and that the distinction of the contemplative and the active life, 
as devoted respectively to the service of God and the service of 
man, is incompatible with his own express assertion that man 
may hate his neighbor but cannot hate God. This is one of the 
many instances in which the real thought of Dante carries him 
beyond the artificial distinctions which he borrowed from his 
scholastic teachers. At the same time we must not suppose for 
a moment that Dante had any consciousness that in ostensibly 
defending the medieval creed he was in reality building its 
sepulchre. The spirit of the modern world spoke through him, 
but it hid its transforming^' power in an obsolete vesture which he 
did not himself see to be ready to fall away. We can see that 
he was pouring new wine into old bottles, but he was himself all 
unconscious of what he was really doing. 

So far we have dealt only with the abstract principle upon 
• which Dante bases his classification of the seven deadly sins, and 
we must now see a lit lie more clearly how, with this principle in 
his mind, he constructs his crowded gallery of living types of 
human character. The Inferno of Dante is a pictorial representa* 
tion of the various forms of evil of which the human soul Is 
capable. The principle of evil, at first hardly perceptible, 
gradually betrays its hideousness more and more explicitly, until 
at last It is revealed in all its horror as the absolute negation of 
God. This evil principle, as we must remember, is in fundament- 
al contradiction to the principle of goodness, vriiich constitutes 
the very essence of man as a rational being. So long therefore 
as it is operative, the sinner is in hell, because he cannot violate 
the very law of his nature without being in disharmony with 
himself. But, because the mainspring of all his conscious ac* 
tivity is the effort to find his true self in an egoistic isolation from 
others, he persists in bis evil, and brings on himself the punish- 
ment of that ' unhappy consciousness** which is but the reflec- 
tion of the contradiction between his true and his false self. The 
punishments of the Inftrwo are therefore symbols of the spiritual 
state of the unrepentant sinner, the recoil upon him of that law 
of society which is the law of his own nature. The soul that 
sins, and refuses to confess its sinfulness, must view the universe 
as in a conspiracy against it. This spiritual death is Hell, and 
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this Hell 18 eternal, because it is based upon the etemal nature 
of man himself. It is of conne trne that Dante accepted the 
traditional doctrine of Hell as the eternal punishment in the 
future life of those who had died unrepentant, but we have his 
own authority for saying that his poem is also a picture of the 
state of souls in this life ; and therefore we are not forcing an 
alien interpretation upon him when we thus regard his It^etno as 
a symbol of the inner state of the unrepentant sinner. 

The Inferno opens with an allegory which, like other allego- 
ries in the poem, has been the " happy hunting-ground " of the 
textual critic. Dante finds himself in a wild and savage forest, 
having lost his way, but after struggling forward he sees a hiph 
mountain which is illuminated by the beams of the rising sun. 
His resolve to climb to its summit is frustrated first by a panther, 
then by a lion, and last of all by a wolf. Threatened with death 
he gives up his enterprise, when V'irgil appears and tells him that 
he has been commissioned by Beatrice to guide him through the 
unseen world. 

Of the main idea embodied in this allegory there can be no 
doubt. The wild and savage forest is the miserable state into 
which the world has been brought from the confusion of the 
papal and imperial power. In the Paradiso Dante draws a dark 
picture of the moral savagery and depravity of his contemporary 
ies. "0 covetousness, which dost so submerge mortals that 
none can raise his ^es above thy waves I Faith and inno- 
cence are found only in children, but they take flight ere the 

cheeks are covered with down The lispini;; babe loves and 

listens to his mother ; when he has learnt to speak he tongs to 
see her buried.** And the reason is manifest enough : ** Know 
that on earth there is none to rule, and therefore the human 
family has gone astray. (Par. 27, Z2i.)" On another occa- 
sion Dante begs the "soldier-saints" who appear in the sixth 
heaven to " pray for those on earth, who have gone astray from 
following evil example." Seeing clearly the source of the wick- 
edness of his time, Dante sought to bring his feUow-men back to 
the true path by the ordinary channels, but the universal luxury, 
pride and avarice of the age frustrated all his efforts, and he 
must follow another path. He will unveil the unseen world to 
his feUow-men, guided by reason and revelation, typified respect- 
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ively by Virgil and Beatrice* The former would •indeed be of no 
avail without the latter, but combined they enable the poet to 
present the whole spiritual condition of men as it appears in the 
all-revealing light of the eternal world. Let us, then, follow 
Dante as Virgil "leads him into the secret things," and shows 
hhn " the sad people who have lost the good of the intellect.*' 



ADDITIONS TO THE UBRARY. 

The University Library has agfain been enriched by the addition 
of valuable historical material relating to Canada and the United 
States. The heirs of the late C. Piatt Treadwell, Sheriff of Prescott 
and Russell, have generously donated to the Library several import- 
ant volumes from his collection. Among those of special interest are 
the Journals of the first session of the Senate and of the House of 
Representatives of the United States ; The Acts passed by the first 
Congress and six volumes of the Laws of the U.S. to 1815, and two 
volumes of the Laws of the State of New York from 1778 to 1789; 
Also a copy of the Laws, Charters, etc. of Pennsylvania from the time 
of the granting of the original Patent to Penn by Charles II, in i68r 
to the time of the establishment of the Ft (irral Government in 1789 
Most of these volumes contain very important matter relating to the 
early history of Canada. 

Still more important, however, as material for Canadian history is 
the latest acquisition by the Library. This consists of a practically 
complete coUeetion of the maps, papers, charters, special reports, etc., 
presented to the British Parliament and relating to the territory now 
included in the Dominion of Canada, Newfoundland and Labrador. 
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PICTOR IGNOTU8. — BY ROBBRT BROWNING. 

On the arch where olives overhead 
Print the blue sky with twig and leaf, 

(That 8harp>curled leaf which they never shed) 
Twixt the aloes, I used to lean in chief, 

And mark through the winter afternoons, 
Bj a ffifl God grants me now and Chen, 

In the mild decline of those suns like moons, 
Who walked in Florence, besides her men. 

Thtj might chirp and chatter, come and go 

For pleasure or profit, her men alive— 
M 7 bnsiness was hardly with them. I trow. 

But with empty cells of the human Uva; 
— With the chapter-room, the cloister-porch, 

The church's apsis, aisle or nave. 
Its crypt, one fingers along with a torcbt 

Its turn sst fnlt for the sun to diave. 

Wherever a freeeo peeb and dzeps. 

Wherever an outline weakens and wanes 
Till the latest life in the paintinj^ stops, 

Stands One whom each fainter pulse-tick pains : 
One, wistfhl each scrap ahonld dntcfa the brick. 

Each tinge not wholly escape the plaster, 
—A lion who dies of an ass's kick, 

The wronged great soul of an ancient Master. 

— Old Pictokss in Fuabncb. 

Browning has been wandering one of those " winter after- 
noons" amongst the cloisters of Florence and has noticed on the 
walls of cue of them some sixteen century frescoes whose fading 
colour and weakened ontiinet announce an inevitable decay. 

But even in their nwuldering condition the poet, who is no 
mean judge, can see the evidence of great artistic power, the 
work of a soul that had felt deeply and bad with the usual infinite 
amount of toil attained the power of genius to express itself. He 
consults local virtuosi and the works of antiquarians, but no one 
ventures to name an author. " Pictor Ignotns,"— Author Un- 
known, say the Guide-Books if they deign to notice the obscure 
fipescoes at all. 
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The artist's nanie then is not on the roll of fame. He has 
apparently never cared to paint canvasses for the public or decor- 
ate with his frescoes the halls of some ^eat cardinal, but gone on 
quietly pouring out his soul on the dim aisle? of his own cloister. 
Yet what a liicnt the man had '. Little less, as browning's discern- 
ing eye sees, than that of Raphael himself. In that waning ooloin' 
and that half-obliterated outline there renoains enoo^ to show 
the touch of a gifted and detuaite spirit, the impress of thoughts 
that ' wander through eternity.* Here is aptobleoi after Brown- 
ing's own heart, and as he paces these old streets of Flor- 
ence, hardly altered since the time of Dante and Boccacci o — 
across the M ercato Veccbio, with its fomoos bionse boar, and 
round by the gray old chnrch of San If icfaele where the scnip- 
tored St. George of Donatdlo still defies time and weather, and 
up to the Baptistery and its gates and the incomparable bell- 
tower of Giotto, he muses on the Ibigotten history of these ob- 
scure firescoes, and at last he divines it might have been this way : — 
The unknown painter could have painted pictures great as 
Raphael's — " that youth's ye praise so/* He had the gift and 
also the strength of will and nature to develop that gift, 
i could have painted pictures like that youth's 

Ye praise so. How my soul spnngs up ! No bar 
Stayed me — ah. thought which saddens while it soothes! 

— Never did fate forbid me, star by star, 
To outburst on your night wiih ail my gift 

Of fires from God : nor would my flesh have shrunk 
From seconding my soul. 
He had felt, too, the fine intoncation of high ambition, that 
last infirmity of noble minds, 

Nor will I say I have not dreamed (how weU !) 

Of going— I, in each new picture, — ^forth. 
As, making new hearts beat and bosoms swell. 

To Pope, or Kaiser, East, West, South, or North 
Bound for the calmly-satisfied great State, 

Or glad aspiring little lK5ronph it went. 
Flowers cast upon the car winch hore the freight. 

Through old streets named afresh from the event. 
Till it reached home, inhere learned age should greet 

My beef and youth, the star not yet distinct 
Above his hair, lie learning at my feet ! 
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But nothing of all this happened. He lived and died an ob- 
scure monk adornim; the walls of his cloister 

With the same series, Virgin. Babe and Saint, 
With the same cold calm beautiful r^ard, 

and inakiiif^' no attempt to ^ain the eye and applause of the great 
world outside. -What had been the hindrance ? 

Well, this man — you can see it in the style of his work — had 
a fastidious delicacy which made him think it profanity to put his 
p i ct u res on the market and expose bis inward life to the vulgar 
ttnoomprehending gase. He would not join that crowd of paint- 
ers, great and small, who were jostling each other for the patron- 
age of the great and the public applause. What a tribunal be- 
fore which to cany the deepest thought, the most delicate feel- 
ing, the ultimate stroke of art ! No! his pictures should never 
be the mere household garniture of some purse-proud Florentine, 
or the serenely held heirloom of some great Italian house, Delia 
Rovere or Borgh*eae, to be carelessly commented on by clients 
and followers in the ante-chamber. 

Glimpses of such sights 

Have scared me, like the revels througii a door 
Of SMue strange house of idols at its rites 1 

This world seemed not the world it was before. 
Mixed with any loving trusting ones, there trooped 

.... Who summoned those cold hices that begun 
To press on me and judge me? Though I stooped 

Shrinking, as from the soldiery a nun. 
They drew me forth, and spite of me enough I 

These buy and sell our pictures, take and give. 
Count them for garniture and household- stuff. 

And where they live needs must our pictures live 
And see their faces, listen to their prate. 

Partakers of their daily pettiness, 
Discussed of,— ** This I love, or this I hate, 

** This likes me more, and this afiects me less 1*' 
Wherefore I choose my portion. 

So he is content to paint a few frescoes on the cloister walls 
in the sanctuary's gloom and silence and to remain unknown to 
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the pro&ne world. Even his work he knows will in time disap- 
pear on those damp walls and nothing be left to tell of all he was 
and might have been. 

So die my pictures I surely, gently die ! 
O youth, men praise so,* — ^holds their praise its worth ? 
Blown harshly, keeps the trump its gdden cry ? 
Tastes sweet the wator with such specks of earth ? 

Bnt he is content ; he has chosen. 

Is this strength then, a strength beyond that of Raphae 1 and 
Angelo who had not been so hindered? Not quite; because we 
know, as Browning knows, that Raphael and Angelo were men 
quick to feel the pro&nity of vulgar praise, but they represent a 
stronger instinct for creation, a larger philosophy of life, which 
enabled them to reconcile their antipathy and their desires. 

After all the delicacy of the Pictor Ignotus was a fine kind of 
egotism. If the gift was given him, his duty was to do his best 
with it. What business had he to consider his own feeling as to 
its use ? Its use is known to him who gave the gift. Man works 
but God makes use of the work. 

There is the weakness. And yet this unknown forgotten soul 
has been tenderly and sympathetically judged, has he not ? His 
weakness is recognized as an undeveloped form of virtue. He is 
the type of a certain kind of failure; but we do not jeer or even 
condemn ; we judge with sympathy. 

James Cappon. 
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Gritchische G«sehichU, von Julius Beloch, islrassburg. K. J. Trubner. 1893. 

IN no department of study has the conventional treatemnt 
reigned to a greater degree than in the history of Greece. 
There has never been such a clearing of the atmosphere in this 
quarter, as Niebuhr effected in the domain of Roman history. A 
cloud of romance covers Greek history. The Greeks have been 
too little dealt with as ordinary men, and a large section of the 
current histories is a mere repetition of myths and legends sub- 
jected to no searching critcism or interpretation. The latest at- 
tempt in Germany to give a life-like account of the Greeks has 
been made by Dr. Julius Beloch in his Griecliische Geschichte. 
It is strong, where most Greek histories are weak, on the literary 
side as well as on the critical. Its style is of the new " imperial '* 
order with short crisp sentences, ringing out like ritle-shots, dif- 
fering toto coda from tlie lumbering and involved sentences of the 
preceding literary generation. In criticism he follows the lead of 
Grote, but pushes the critical treatment with far more consist- 
ency and thoroughness. The conclusions at which he arrives are 
sometimes so startling and so subversive of all previous views, 
that he would seem in his avoidance of the older opinions to take 
up with the paradoxical and the new, rather than the true. His 
views, however, are supported by such genuine learning and put 
with such force that even when they are most opposed to current 
opinion, they challenge reflection and deserve careful study. 
Some of the points on which Dr. Bdoch differs from previous 
writers are the following : He denies that any reliable results 
are to be obtained from the endeavor to throw light on the early 
history of Greece by an investigation of its myths, legends and 
archaeological discoveries. He furthermore rejects the story of 
the migrations of the tribes and a Dorian invasion of the Pelo- 
ponnesus as destitute of all historical basis, and refuses to believe 
in any early connection between the Greeks and Phcenicians, 
which was a first article of belief among the Greeks themselves, 
and among the latest authorities is regarded as proved by an in- 
creadng array of linguistic and archaeological fruits. 



Digitized by Google 



254 QUEEN'S QUARTERLY, 

According to Beloch the Mycenaean civilization and the Spar- 
tan institutions wert: of native growth. They were the outcome | 
of the energies of tlie frrimitive Pelasgic race. No foreign influ- 
ences were at work to bring about such movements. 

The age of Pericles he niaintains was not the culminating point ^ 
of Athenian culture, nor was Pericles himself deserving of the 
preeminence which he has attained in the minds of modem his- 
torians. The age of Aristotle and Demosthenes, a centuiy later 
than Pericles, he considered as the highest in ctvilisation and 
humanity. The Sophists he further asserts to have been the 
great sources of ethical teaching, much more powerful in tiieir io- 
fluence on the public mind than the tragic poets with all the re- 
ligious sanctions of tragedy and "infinitely higher than Socrates 
and bis whole school." 

From this brief statement may be inferred how sweeping is the 
character of the criticism to which Beloch subjects the whole ranD:e 
of Greek history on points which by the consensus of scholars have 
been regarded as fixed. Many of the positions he takes would . 
seem to be prompted by a spirit of contradiction and dogmatism I 
as strong and uncompromising as anything he finds in the writers I 
he would controvert. The general effect, however, of his work will 
be of advantage in checking the tendency on the part of many 
scholars of the present day to explain all that is difficult and ob- 
scure in Greek origins by an earlier and more intimate connec- 
tion with the civilizations of the East. It is against' this ten- ' . 
dency that Dr. Beloch's work is directed with a deamess and 
force that would carry conviction were there not at times so 
much apparent exaggeration. He is in &ct too keen an advocate 
to be trustworthy as a guide. 

So disposed is he to carry us too far with him, that he rouses 
a spirit of opposition in us, and by so doing he furnishes an anti- 
dote to his (historically) heretical notions. It is all very well, for 
instance, to vindicate the fair fame of the Sophists from the false 
charges to which they were subject. Grote tliJ that. But 
what need is there for serious confutation when Heloch raises 
them on so lofty a pedestal of ethical attainment, as to look down j 
upon the poets and philosophers, tltc hitherto accredited teachers 
of higher moral views among the Greeks of former days. 

A. B* N* 
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A MatiMml of Pi^riethCktnuwl MttmmmeiUM, B7 Wilhetm OstwaM, P rotew or of 

Chemistry in the University of Leipzig. Translated by James Walker, D.Sc, 
Ph.D., Professor of Cbemistiy in Univenity Ojlfaiy, Dundee. MacmiUan ft 

Co., London. 

Dr. Walker has already rendered a service to English 
readers by his translation of Professor Ostwald's Lehrbuch der 
Allgemeinen Chcmic ; and those who are acquainted with that 
translation will be ready to appreciate the excellence of the trans- 
lator's work in the book before us. This Manual of Physico- 
Chemical Measurements is a guide to laboratory work in the domain 
common to physics and chemistry. The details for the construc- 
tion and adjustment of apparatus and the directions for experi- 
mentinpf flow easily from the pen of Professor Ostwald. In his 
preface he tells us that the book was written with the intention, 
among others, ' of furthering the perforniancc of physico-chemical 
measurements by other chemists and physicists;' and, indeed, 
sttcb a result is more than likely to follow the perusal of these 
laminous and attractive pages. The author has small patience 
with the ' experimenters who have to resort to the mechanic for 
every trifle, because they cannot trust themselves to bore a hole 
or solder on a wire.* He confesses to having ' always taken a 
pleasure in "pottering" and making things for himself/ This 
confession gives the clue to the freedom with which he enters into 
the minutest details of construction and graduation of apparatus, 
much of which is quite new and special. This book takes its 
place beside Kohlrausch's classical volume on Physical Msasure', 
maUs. W. L. G. 



Tfu hpistU to tht Romans (Expositor's BiUe Series). By Rev. H. C. G. Monle, 
MA., Principal of Ridley Hall, Cambridge. WUlard Tract Depository, To- 
rontOb 

To all Students of Holy Scripture a good commentary on 
any part of the Bible is a great desideratum. Dr. Robertson 
Nicoll has laid the world under a debt of obligation by this splen- 
did series of expositions on the different books of the Bible. As 
volume after volume issues from the press we are surprised at the 
uniform excellence of the series. And yet without disparaging 
any one volume we can unhesitatingly affirm that this last volume 
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isoaeof the veiy best of the series. It is on a great book of the 
Bible. And it has &Uen into the hands of a writer who po ss ess e s 
special qoalifications as a New Testament expositor. Principal 
Moule is already known as an accurate and scholariy theologian. 
He combines in a lare degree all the qaaliflcations of an expositor: 
an exact knowledge of the book he expounds, thorough sympathy 
with the writer whose mind he seeks to explain, and the ability 
to bring the doctrines and exhortations of the book to bear on 
modem life with all its problems. The opening sentence shows 
the spirit in which the author writes : " He who attempts to ex- 
pound the Epistle to the Romans, when his sacred task is over is 
little disposed to speak about his commentary ; he is occupied 
rather with an ever deeper reverence and wonder over the text 
which he has been permitted to handle, a text so lull of a marvel- 
lous man, above all so full of God." Principal Moule interweaves 
a running translation of the Epistle with the exposition. The one 
is always accurate, and the other is never dull. While the whole 
book bears evidence of the most exact scholarship, every page 
throbs with intense spiritual power, and while the writer is criti- 
cal and scholarly he is always reverent and devout. Well known 
as a commentator in the Cambridge series for Colleges and 
Schools, Principal Moule here enhances his reputation. Minis- 
ters and students who want a commentary on Paul's great letter 
to the Romans which combines the highest scholarship with the 
deepest spiritual power should turn at once to this last volume in 
the Expositor's Bible series. M. S. 



Digitized by Google 



CURRENT EVENTS. 



LORD Rosebeiy won his spurs at the Foreign Office, and 
that appears to be the department in which he is at his 
best. He quietly submitted to the snubbing which France and 
Germany combined to give him for negotiations with the Congo 
LoKD RowBSRT State to unite our South and East African posses- 
mSSTiMD vil' sions. Why go to war for "a wasp's waist " of land 
HiB*. in Central Afnca ? But, if he has succeeded in es- 

tablishing friendly relations with Russia, he has given both 
powers a tremendous Roland for their Oliver. To many it seems 
a reversal of British poHcy, and to Mr. Vamb^'ry it is unthink- 
able. To an Austrian or an Hungarian, the hrst duty of Great 
Britain is to be on the watch against Russia ; and Germany is 
always well willing to have it so, seeing that Austria- Hungary's 
welfare is bound up with her own hcf^emony. But what did those 
central powers do in the way of help in the Crimean war ? And 
why should Britain any longer pull their chestnuts out of the 
fire ? Whatever Russia may be in Europe, in Asia she is a great 
civilizing power ; and it is in Asia that Britain's territoiy marches 
with liers. To suppose that it is impossible to have a good un- 
derstanding with her there, is a theory based on the tradition 
that she is hungry for India, a tradition as true as the French 
proverb that if you scratch a Russian you find a Tartar. It is 
only necessary to scratch France to come upon the Tartar ; and 
the bear is no worse than his neighbours. Carlyle had a high 
idea of the potentiality of the Russian ^)eople ; and judging them 
by what they have done with the chaos of Central Asia, he was 
right. Even if the new understanding should lead to a Russian 
occupancy of Armenia, there would be no cause for alarm to 
*' the balance of power" statesmen, while all Christendom might 
well chant a Te Deum. As to tiie hnal word of the Eastern 
question, " Who is to have Constantinople ?*' that concerns the 
Mediterranean powers and Austria-Hungary infinitely more than 
Britain. France is especially concerned, for she is toiling hard 
to turn the great inland sea into a French lake, and France 
may be allowed to settle the question with Russia, should Cen- 
tral Europe not dare to play a strong hand. Britain has now 
two roads to India and China, quite independent of the Medi- 
terranean, — ^the old one by the Cape and the new one across 
Canada, and Lord Rosebery understands the significance of the 
latteri as a new &ctor in an old situation* He takes a wide view 



Digitized by Google 



258 



QUEEN'S QUARTERLY. 



of the Empire, a view less coloured by moods and preconoeptioos 
than Dr. Goldwin Smith's. 

/^NE conld wish that so strong a . Foreign Minister promised 



equally well as a Premier. Bat, so far, he does not. He 
lost his chance at the outset, by not standing tc his guns on the 
Home Rule muddle. His language about "the predominant 
partner " sent a thrill of joy all round the Empire. Here was 
Gladstone's successor taking ground on which all reasonable and 
patriotic opponents could stand with him. ' The Union between 
the two Islands has been decreed by nature, and the partnership 
is necessary to both. It follows that any fundamental change in 
the relationship should have the sanction of a majority from both. 
We Home Rulers have it now from the one, let us convince the 
other of our good faith, and we shall get its vote also.* Had the 
Premier maintained this statesmanlike position, what would have 
been the result ? Either the anti-Parnellites would have rebelled 
and turned out the Ministry, at the same tinip destroying their 
own hopes for ever ; or, they would have acquiesced, and then 
the Liberal-Unionists would have had the isfronnd cat from be- 
neath their feet, and in due time Ireland would have gained an 
autonomy not inconsistent with Imperial unity. But the Anti- 
Parnellites threatened, the party became alarmed, and Lord 
Rosebery, for the sake of the party, ate his words. Consequently, 
he has had to drift ever since, and the public now begin to ask 
whether he is a man or simply a new edition of Jekyll and Hyde; 
or .1 George IV, who — according to Thackeray — was a waistcoat, 
then another waistcoat, then another and then nothing ; or ' seven 
Lord Roseberys,' all attractive but all equally unreal. Terrible 
are the sacrifices which are offered at the shnne of party. The 
idol demands, not like Juggernaut, poor strumous wretches or 
howling fanatics but the picked men of the nation, and it gets 
them. 

DRIFTING with the stream, the Premier has brought himself 
up against the House of Lords and he hopes to find here 

ground on which his followers can unite, or at any rate ground 
that will divi ie tluMii least. Instead of that, he has only intro- 
duced a new element of division. What else could be expected, 
when the Lords are more popular than at any other time within 
the last half-century and when he himself has no policy to pro- 
pose ? He is a Second Chamber man, and therefore is pledged 
not to destroy, until he is prepared with a substitute, but lie thinks 
it quiteconsistent to propose that the Peers bedeprived of all power. 
That is like snying to the nation, 'You mast have soldiers and 
must pay for them,* and the next moment saying to a deputation 
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from the Peace Society, 'We intend, you know, to arm them 
only with pop-guns/ It is almost incredible that he should be 
able to hold in his mind two contradictory propositions, yet we 
have only to put side by side his words at Glasgow and at Brad- 
ford, to see that it is so. At Glasgow, he said, — " I do not deny 
that that there are arguments for a single Chamber, but I am so 
absolutely convinced in my historical conscience that they are 
wrong that I, at any rate, could have no part or parcel in leaving 
this country to the sole disposition of a single Chamber." At 
Bradford, declaring his policy to be the taking away the power of 
the Lords to veto a decision of the House of Commons, he added 
significantly, — '* The House of Lords, without the veto would be 
a State prison for a number of able and eminent men I'* 

AND how does he propose to get rid of the veto ? By passing 
a party resolution in the House of Commons, with a 
majority of 12 or at the most of 30, in a House of six or seven 
hundred members ! Surely, the next House — if it contains a 
Conservative majority — can expunge the Resolution, if it thinks 
ft worth its while to do so. Any one, who has ever attended an 
ordinary convention knows how easy it is to pass Resolutions ; 
but, as Moody once remarked, in his quaint, incisive way, " We 
don't read of the Resolutions, but of the Acts of the Apostles.'* 

TWO elections have been held since, in districts traditionally 
Liberal, and in both his candidates have been defeated. 
These are trivial incidents in a campaign, be declares. That is 

a little like whistling to keep your courage up. There is no 
county in Scotland where the voters are more intelligent than 
Forfarshire or one where a change in the result is a surer indica- 
tion of a change in the convictions of the people. This does not 
mean that Forfarshire is enamoured of the House of Lords. 
The question, which is so prominent in the Premier's speeches, had 
about as much influence on the county as the Pope's Bull had on 
the Comet. It means, however, that the new policy does not in- 
spire, and therefore that Home Rule — ^and the other highly con- 
troversial proposals which have been added to float Home Rule 
— still make havoc with the once united and irresistible Lit>eral 
party. Prior to Mr. Gladstone's memorable change of front on 
the Irish ciuestion, the solid phalanx of Scottish members con- 
stituted the Old Guard of the party. It was not merely 
that, relative to their Conservative colleagues, they had some* 
what like the present proportion of the Welsh contingent, 
about ten to one, but that with few exceptions they were 
backed by great popular majorities. A Scotchman was as- 
sumed to be a Liberal, and, though always open to con- 
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viction, he never was convinced that there could be sjoy^hing 
good in the Conservative party. During the past ten years, 
however, change has been slowly — for politics are too serious a 
matter to a Scotchman to be changed hastily — but surely taking 
place. It is not merely that the Conservatives have captured 
fully one-third of the repres^tation, but that the Liberals hold 
many seats by small majorities ; and that at the next election the 
nation may stand as Glasgow now stands, in the proportion of three 
to four, or possibly be equally divided. What has caused this ex- 
traordinary political change ? Primarily, Home Rule. Mr. 
Gladstone's first bill did not commend itself to them, and his 
second, in the shape in which it left the House of Commons, was 
openly opposed by Dr. Wallace — his ablest Edinburgh supporter 
— and privately condemned by otlicrs who voted for it rather 
than break with tlieir party, especially as they were sure that it 
would be rejected by the Lords. Secondarily, Disestablishment. 
That word does not excite popular enthusiasm in Scotland as it 
did in Ireland and does in Wales, simply because the Establish- 
ment — though shorn of much of its strength — does not represent 
an alien Church but the ancient history of the nation and the 
Reformation of Religion. The Scottish people believe in the 
Union with England, but thty are reluctant to part with any dis- 
tinctive emblem of their national life. They are as heartily Pres- 
byterian, too, as ever they were. Therefore, as long as England 
has its national Church — and Disestablishment there has not yet 
come within the range of practical politics — they do not take 
kindly to the extinction of an institution which represents to 
them a past of which they arc proud, and which is as little of- 
fensive to the other Churches as a privileged institution can pos- 
sibly be to those which are not privileged. Lord Rosebery declares 
himself an Erastian, but justifies his proposal to disestablish the 
Church on the ground that the manses are now as a rule Tory 
agencies. That, at any rate, is the re^on he gives "Why this 
question which might have slumbered has been forced to the 
front." It is doubtful if this plea will have much weight with the 
people. It is pretty well known that the manses organized not 
before but after the war had been declared, and^ that they aie 
fighting now — not for their own interests which in any case are 
secure — but for a national ideal which lias a charm for many of 
the highest natures and which has proved itself in the past more 
attractive to the Scottish heart than Voluntaryism or Eras- 
tianism. Disestablishment then will alienate voters in Scotknd, 
and it cannot win any more in Wales. The Anglicans are likely 
to make a stiffer fight there than they ever did before, once the 
axe is actually laid at the foot of the tree, as it will be at the be- 
ginning of next Session, and it may be dillicult to maintain, at the 
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ensuing General Election, the proud proportion of ten to one, 
which drew from Mr. Gladstone his encomiums on " gallant little 



LL this must be perfectly plain to Lord Rosebery and to 



his Jidiis Achates, Lord Tweedmouth. On what then does 
he base his hopes of carrying the country? Apparently, on his 
foreign policy. He may possibly succeed, too, for the British demo- 
crnry hns no sympathy with the little Enf^lanrl party, though much 
intent on securing social reforms and somewhat taken with the 
specious promises of Mr. Chamberlain. If the Russian Alliance 
is a reality ; if it means that the war expenditure of India, wMch 
is so terrible a drain on the exchequer there, may be lessened ; 
that Armenian atrocities are for ever to cease and determine, no 
matter how many of the vile renegades called Pashas, who are 
the disgrace of Turkish Administration, have to be cashiered or 
strung up, and no matter how distasteful to the Sublime Porte 
the guarantees for the future may be ; and that an understanding 
can be arrived at for the settlement of the war between Japan and 
China, should Japan unfortunately allow herself to become intox- 
icated with victory ; — ^then, Lord Rosebery has scored a victory 
for the greatest 01 British interests— which are the interests of 
humanity — which may tell not only on the Elections but on the 
future of the Empire. One is reluctant to beUeve that Lord 
Rosebery is only a brilliant time-server, or a man who took tO 
politics for the same reason that he took to the turf. 

THE reference to Japan must not be construed as meaning 
that the Sunrise Kingdom is going beyond its rights or that 
it is not entitled to the frutts of victory. Japan had legitimate 
grounds for war,* because it could defend its interests in no other 



as France was in the last Franco-Prussian war, because of na^ 
tional conceit and departmental corruption which could be cured 
in no other way — 



London Journals took sides against fapan at the outset, because 



Wales. 





God's most perfect instrument, 
For working out a pure intent, 



Is man arrayed in mutual slaughter; 
Yes 1 Carnage is his daughter. 



•$•9 arddf lo ^tadnraad fof 0« 



■r, m ci-O^loiDatiit, tlw tm «nHN of iIm war. 
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China had proved herself a peacefal neighbour at every ptoint 

where the {^reat Empires meet, and some of them were inclined 
to hector the Japanese in their columns. The Kow-Shinj^ affair 
gave them a prand chance for vapouring about "the tlag", and 
they took as full advantage of it as if their native air had been 
that of Chicago or a point farther West. Not to speak of dailies, 
which have no time to inquire into particulars, even a weekly, 
usually so f^rave and judicial as The Spectator, is unable to see 
straight. The arrest of two Americans, in the harbour of Kobe, 
who were on their way to enter the Chinese Military Service, 
is cited by it as an illastration of Japanese "arrogance!** It 
seems that they were taken from a French steamer, in spite of 
the remonstrances of the French Consul ! '* We suppose," adds 
the Spectator, "if the steamer was within their waters" — it 
might be admitted that the harbor of Kob^ is Japanese water — 
" they were in their legal right ** — where then did the arrogance 
come in? "But the French are not likely to sit quiet under an 
act of violence, which recalls the Mason and Slidell incident/* 
It might recall that incident to a Polonius, who could see that 
a cloud was very like a weasel or ver}'^ like a whale. If the 
steamer conveying Mason and Shdell had entered Boston harbor, 
would England have uttered a whisper against their arrest or 
considered it an act of violence? Should the French go to war 
with Madap^ascar, it would not be prudent for Ivnpjiishmcn who 
thought of accepting service under the Hovas to journey to the 
Island via Brest or Reunion. They would be promptly arrested, 
and England would sit under "the act of violence '^as quietly as 
France will sit under the act which took place at Kob^ A pos* 
sible explanation of this style of writing in a high-class paper is 
the assumption, which the writers do not make explicit, that 
what Europeans may claim of right Orientals can claim only of 
courtesy. The success of Japan is likely to dispel that illusion, 
and it is pleasant to know that Britain and the United States 
have both renounced, in recent treaties, the principle of " extra- 
territorial '* jurisdiction, and that henceforth their people, who 
travel in Japan, will be amenable to the laws of the land and sub- 
ject to the native tribunals. Japan has been admitted within the 
circle of civilized nations, and its success in war shows that it has 
mastered the weapons of civilization. 

SO &r, too, Japan has acted within its belligerent rights. If 
China wants peace, it must ask for it, 'and ask too in the re- 
gular way, not by a customs official but by an Imperial High 
Commissioner representing the Emperor and the Foreign Office. 
It must also ofier terms commensurate with its own necessities 
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and the sacrifices of Japan ; for instance, a heavy indemnity, the 
mdependenceofCorea,andtheces8ion,say, of theisland of Formosa 
to the Island Kingdom. Only when reasonable tennsare refused 
by the victors, will it be permissible for Europe to intervene* 
An understanding between Russia and Britain, in such circum- 
stances, would be in the common interest and unaccompanied by 
any selfish gain to either power. Anarchy in China or a parti- 
tion of China ought not to be tolerated. China must be allowed 
to reform itself, and the man who thinks it cannot or will not do 
so, or that it may be treated as a cypher or " ne^lectable quantity," 
because 70,000 disciplined troops gain victories over ill-led and 
ill-armed mobs, knows nothing of the history of China, and for- 
gets that a score of policemen can disperse a crowd, consisting of 
thousands of brave men, in any city of Europe or America. 



THE November elections in the United States resulted in a 
Republican victory as complete as the Democratic victory 
of 1890 or of 1892. The next Congress will be Republican, but 
the M members continue in the House tin March, 1895, and the 
members who thereafter become legislators can do 
STt" vmm nothing towards executing the mandate they are 
statm. supposed to have received, until March, 1897, the 

President's veto being a sufficient block. Then, by that time a 
new House may have been elected, of a totally different stripe! 
Surely such a case of " all action and no go *' was never seen in 
any horse market in the world. It may be all right, for has not 
Mr. Gladstone praised the American Constitution, and the people 
who live under it do not grumble audibly, but it certainly would not 
suit us or anybody else who had been lon^ accustomed to British 
freedom. ^ It is fortunate that there is a krad Providence to care 
for our neighbours, since they cannot care for themselves, and 
an amendment to the Constitution is as much out of the range of 
practical politics as an amendment to the Gre^'orian Calendar 
would be. Of course, the explanation of the comparative indif- 
ference of the people is to be found in the fact that each State 
touches everyday life, in ways which are felt, much more than does 
the Central Government. The State deals not only with educa* 
tion, property and civil law, like the Province in Canada, 
hut also with the election of Judges, with marriage and with 
criminal law. Congress is intrusted with the Currency, the 
Tariff, and the Army and Navy, including the grand army of 
pensioners, a million strong, but these are matters, which, though 
vital to the life of the nation, the ordinary citizen does not great- 
ly concern himself with. He listens helplessly as Silver Bills 



Digitized by Google 



264 



QUEBN*S QUARTERLY. 



and McKinley Bills are expounded to him, and he becomes the 
victim of the last speaker or the man who promises most fluent- 
ly that money will be abundant and labour well paid. But he is 
quite capable of understanding^ a breach of faith, he dislikes being 
cheated, and he has a truly American contempt for inefficiency. 
It is no wonder, then, when ijc found that the Democrats did not 
govern, and wlien a Democratic President assured liim that the 
Gorman Bill was a fraud, a contradiction of the party platform, 
and the triumph of the Sugar Trust, that he bolted or refused to 
vote. The Republican victory is, therefore, a sig^ of health in 
the body politic. It is a warning^ that party is not absolute and 
that dishonesty in public life does not pay ; but it is no guaran* 
tee of a Republican victory in 1896. 

A T a time when the United States Constitution — excellent as 



it was a century ago — ^is evidently not adequate to the 
needs of to-day, and when the numbers of the people and the 

complexity of their life make it so difficult to revise the Constitu- 
tion, it mifi^ht be supposed that one-e} ed men would be able to 
see that Canada can render the best possible service tothe great Re- 
public by preserving its independence and working oat the pro- 
blems of popular government under dififerent and more elastic 
forms. This is apart from the consideration that persons whose 
views are not limited to the United States ought also to be able 
to see that all the great political forces in the British Empire are 
making for consolidation, and that the word Separation is becom- 
ing as hateful as the word Secession ever was. Yet, it is at this 
time that Mr Francis Wayland Glen writes to Canadians, asking 
them to give their views, through his paper, on the political union 
of the United States and Canada, and enclosing a resolution 
which " will be moved in both houses of Congress at an early 
day I" The resolution, after a long preamble, invites " the Cana- 
dian people to cast in tlieir lot with their own continent! " Mr. 
Glen no doubt wishes to {^ct cnntribntions, gratis, for the Christ- 
mas issue of his paper, from " the leading thinkers of this contin- 
ent," but it is a pity that he chooses a subject which is of mere 
academic interest and of which everybody is thoroughly tired. 
Invitations to write for the Christmas issues of all kinds of papers 
abound, but this is the most impudent chestnut of them all. The 
nian who hopes to get a free contribution by offering to share 
with us the blessing of the Gorman Bill, and even to share the 
blessing of paying a hundred and forty millions of dollars an- 
nually m pensions, may be honest, but he is certainly destitute of 
humour. It would require a surgical operation to get a joke 
into the good man's head. 
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THE leaders of the Canadian Government and of the Ontario 
Opposition have been removed from the high places which 
they occupied, the one by death and the other by well-deserved 
promotion to the Bench. In both cases, the country loses 
heavily. Their places were filled rapidly, and the 

voLT»>PAeB ' ^^^^ ^^'^^ indispensable has in conse- 

quence been placidly quoted. Filled ! Yes, but it 
does make a difference whether veins are filled with good or with 
poor blood, with pure gold or with indifferent ore. In the case of 
the Federal Government, there was no choice. Sir John Thomp- 
son towered in mental stature and in command of the House so 
completely above all his colleagues, that, unless they went outside 
of themselves for a leader, there was no principle to adopt but 
that of seniority; and Mr. Mackenzie Bowell has served so long 
an apprenticeship under a past master in the art of governing, 
as Dvell as under two successors, that he may be trusted to steer 
the ship creditably, until a General Election decides whether the 
people of Canada continue to prefer the American policy of re- 
striction, to the British policy of freedom, of trade. In the case 
of the Ontario Opposition, there was no choice, in a different 
sense of the phrase. Mr. Meredith's trusted lieutenants, Messrs. 
Wood and Clancy, had lost their seats, Mr. Clarke had retired 
from the House, Mr. Sheppard had not succeeded in gaining the 
right of entrance, and Mr. Whitney bad alienated the Patrons, 
for whose " friendly neutrality " it seemed necessary to bid. As to 
Mr. O. A. Hqwland, for whom literary men hope a bright future, 
nothing is yet known of his fitness for Parliamentary work or 
party warfare. These were the circumstances in which Mr. 
Marter was made leader, and already nothing but the lack of 
some one to replace him prevents his deposition. Nothing quite 
so unblushing has happened in Canadian political life as his ap« 
peals to the electors of London to accept him as a Prohibition 
and Anti-Separate-School leader, with his instant repudiation of 
both planks, at a Toronto Ward meeting, as soon as the result of 
the by-election showed that they were planks not likely to be 
of use. Had his appeals to the lowest party spirit and the nar- 
rowest prejudices succeeded, every election thereafter would 
have been run on those issues, and a nice time of it we should 
have had in Canada. We owe much to the people of London, 
who kept their heads, and especially to those Conservatives who 
scomecf to follow the new leader, even when they thought him 
sincere. The effort made to fan poor, dying embers into a flame, 
which mi^ht have burned down our house, was actually called 
Conservatism ! It was simply party run mad. The game must 
be won, no matter what the risks to society or the State, or no 
matter what sacrifices of personal honour may be involved. Noth* 
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ing is conserved, any more than at Monte Carlo or at a bonfire. 
Everything of value is destroyed, for when the people lose £EUth 
in the character of their public men, they wiU lie» cheat and Steal 
in every rank of life. If this is what party comes to, we can see 
what a curse it must be. When wrong is done by an autocrat or 
an aristocracy, the people protest, the wrong-doers are ashamed, 
and morality is vindicated. But, when a party leader does 
wrong, his followers excuse, explain away or deny point-blank. 
The consciences of well-nigh half the population are blunted or 
vitiated. When the opposing party leaders are equally guilty, 
the other side is drugged in the same way. Evidently, the only 
hope of a country is in the people refusing to be en^ved 
party bonds; refusing to attend party caucuses ; separating mani- 
cipai, Provincial and Federal issues, and considering any man an 
enemy who tries to confuse them ; taking only those papers 
which treat public questions fairly ; and bringing into pttblic life 
only men who can be trusted. If men of that type are not to be 
had, then the country is not fit to be free. If Canada cannot 
supply them, it Is useless to struggle for national existence. But 
th^ are to be bad, even in New York ; and though more than 
100,000 voters sustained Tammany, in spite of the Lexow inves- 
tigation, there were a few more voters on the other side. And 
though New York cannot boast a politician quite so frank as Mr. 
Marter, Canada is not yet as bad as New York. True Canadians 
must never despair, but must never lay down their arms. 



*^ outburst of feeling in Britain and Canada, which shows the 
unity of the Empire, the increasing importance of Canada as the 
most perfectly developed part of the Colonial section, and the re- 
cognition which is sure to be accorded to solid worth and unos- 
tentatious service. Sir John was a Judge rather than a States- 
man» but whatever work was given him to do, he did with all his 
might and without trumpet-blowing. The Cabinet can statjper 
along without him, but the additions which have been made will 
serve only as foils to his shade. Had Mr. Osier been captured, 
it would have been far otherwise. But Mr. Osier, though op- 
posed to the fad or fancy of Continental Protection, would hardly 
care to take hts policy from Mr. BoweJl or to sit with some of bis 
colleagues. 

• 

THE Ministry has one strong card to play, and the Premier 
is entitled to play it for all it is worth, for to him belongs 
the honour of having brought about the Inter-Colonial Confer- 
ence, when the British Government decUned to take the necessary 




THOMPSON'S death has evoked a spontaneous 
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steps or indeed to make any move in the matter. Canada did 

not accomplish its unification, simply to "rest and be thankful." 
The basis of the union of tlie Provinces, from Atlantic to Paci- 
fic ,was that all alike were British, and a niarititne front having 
been secured on two Oceans, Canada intends to make full use of 
her magnificent position and beritage. A great extension of trade 
with Australasia is possible, and by the time a cable has been laid 
there will probably be only one political Australia to deal with. 
That means the sweeping away of the present tariff walls between 
the parts, and thereby the disappearance of the great obstacle to 
Free Trade between the two wholes. Sister Colonies should be 
to each other commercially as sister States are to each other in 
the Republic to the South. Sir Richard Cartwright apparently 
still clings to Continental Protection. He demands a perfectly 
free hand for Canada in all her dealings with North American 
matters. A free hand 1 Yes, and when trouble arises, Britain is 
to pay the bill ! How much would a free hand have been worth 
to us in the Behring Sea dispute, or in any others, with United 
States financial interests and lobbies on one side and Canada's 
unprotected rights on the other ? 

^T^HE cable between Canada and Australia is a necessity, and 



X Mr. Sandford Fleming has made* out an unassailable case 

for its construction as a common work by the Australasian, Cana- 
dian and Imperial Governments. So far, all his estimates have 
been verified. Seven years ago, at the first Inter-Colonial Confer- 
ence in London, in showing what the revenue would be, he esti- 
mated the probable annual increase of cabling. Notwithstanding 
the commercial depression in Australia, the business of the last 
seven years fully bears out his forecast. Seven months ago he 
estimated the cost; and the tenders recently received show that 
it can be laid, with a guarantee of three years' uninterrupted 
working, for more than a million dollars less than the estimate. 
The Conference said that a survey was first required. He said 
that it was not ; and the Construction Companies all agree with 
his view. The data now point to the conclusion that the great 
work, if built under a joint-Government guarantee, would not cost 
the taxpayer a dollar; and the other results would be cheap 
cabling, increased business, comparative security in time of war, 
an unbroken chain bfndin;; the Empire together, with Canada oc- 
cuping the central position, and possession of a property increas- 
ing in value annually, at much the same rate as the Suez Canal 
shares bought by the Imperial Government, have increased. 

'T^HE Patrons must drop finances and stick to business. Tariff 



-L reform, economy, and purity of administration are enough 
for the present, when — in the very teeth of a revenue inadequate to 
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ordinary expenditure — local public works are danpled before con- 
stituencies, as the sure reward for voting the right ticket. The 
''Farmers' Sun" should not give space in its columns to corres- 
pondents who advocate inflation or onsonnd money in any shape, 
unless — like the Globe — it is prepared to show, editorially, the 
fallacies that underly all proposals alike. They all amount to 
this, that the sign is as good as the thing. Mr. Wells once had a 
picture of a baby being fed on milk tickets 1 It was unnecessary 
to explain what became of the baby. If you want a horse, you 
will scarcely be satisfied with the picture of a racer, even though 
it is stamped as issued by the Parliament of Canada I But cus- 
tom makes such fools of men, that because they are in the habit 
of using paper money, they slide into the notion that the stam[)cd 
paper is itself valuable. Hence in every generation the old craze 
reappears that Governments can make money. If they could, 
there would be no need of their contracting national debts or 
levying duties in order to get revenue, and they ought to supply 
every citizen with as much money as he required. There would 
then be a supply "equal to the wants of trade," as it is some* 
times mildly put. But why should the Government take so much 
trouble? An Act of Parliament, declaring that every man's 
cheque must be accepted as legal tender, would be suflficient. 

Some debtors take their stand on the hard fact that, when 
they contracted a debt of $i,ooo, they could pay it with one 
thousand bushels of wheat, whereas now they must raise two 
thousand. But, wheat might have doubled in price, and then 
they could have paid their debt with 500 bushels, and tiieir credit- 
ors would have been perfectly satisfied. The price of some 
articles, camphor for instance, has increased twenty-fold in the 
same time. How badly off creditors in Formosa must be i Every 
one must take the hard with the soft, and understand that the 
man who kicks against the laws of nature kicks against the 
Eternal. A bull charging a railway train in motion is not wise. 

The fate of parties who have fooled with the currency ques- 
tion in the States is instructive. The Populist movement bad 
earnest men behind it, but they dallied with proposals for unsound 
money, and the West rejected them before they accomplished any- 
thing. Let the Patron leaders beware. On this point, they must 
be, like Caasar's wife, above suspicion, if they are to retain the 
confidence of the farmers of Canada. Even the proposal that the 
Government should do the banking of the country, and reap the 
profit of the business, is not to be tolerated. The Government 
has more to do already than it can handle. If it is to do our 
banking, why not also our tiiinin^, our shipping, our baking, and 
everything else ? 
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DANTE AND MEDIEVAL THOUGHT. 

v.— HEIX» PURGATORY AND PARADISE. 

/^N first entering the eternal world Dante finds himself upon 
a Dark Plain, lying like a broad ring around the mouth of 
Hell. Here he sees an innumerable host of people — indeed, he 
"could not believe that death had undone so many" — who, 
stung by hornets and wasps, rush blindly and furiously after a 
flag which moves and whirls with lightning-like rapidity. These 
are the "worthless souls," who are *' hateful both to God and to 
his enemies, wretches who never were alive." Among them he 
recognizes "him who from cowardice made the great refusal." 

It is worth while observing how Dante succeeds in suggesting 
that, even when there is a general resemblance in individuals of 
a given type, theie yet are differences which constitnte the sped* 
fic character of each. Thus, in the present instance, among the 
indisttngnishahle crowd of spirits, who all agree in making " re- 
fusals/' his eye detects him who made the "great refhsal." 
Here» as he suggests, we see cowardice doing its perfect work. 
Most men are placed in circumstances which do not admit of 
anything heroic, bat the spirit which animates them is in essence 
identical with that which is displayed by men who occupy a pro- 
minent place before the world. The general meaning Dante 
in the picture he gives us of these cowardly souls cannot be 
doubtful. The source of all that is distinctive of man is strength 
of will, the resolution which issues in a fixed course of action. 
The man who has no will of his own, no general principle of 
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action, is a slave to chance and circumstance. He cannot be 
trusted in any enterprise, and when a crisis comes he hesitates, 
vacillates, and becomes the victim of the first man who has a 
will stronger than his own. Dante had a definite instance of this 
moral cowardice before his mind in him who ** made the great 
refusal," generally admitted to be Celestine V, who was persuad- 
ed to abdicate the papal chair by his successor Boniface. The 
greatness of the "refusal" lay in the abandonment of what to 
Dante seemed one of the greatest opportunities the world had 
ever seen ; for had Celestine proved equal to tiie occasion, the 
Church might have been peacefully restored to its primitive sim- 
plicity. As it was, the opportunity was lost, and who knows 
what evils and suffering the world must undergo before the wolf 
of covetousness is chased back to bell by some saviour of tbe 
empire I Dante, howevei, was thinking also of these whose op- 
portanities are not so great as that of Celestine; for all men of 
resolution, however humble their sphere, can at least aid those 
who have power and indination to promote the public good. 
His own experience, however, had led him to the conclusion that 
the majority of men are untrustworthy, just because they have no 
independence of character. It is not so much that they are posi- 
tively bad, as that they have no will of their own. Dante, like Plato, 
has a certain admiration for the great sinners, who might have 
been heroic in goodness ; but for the weak, vacillating creatures 
who have no character he has nothing but contempt ; *'let us not 
speak of them, but look and pass.*' We are reminded of Car- 
lyle's " thirty millions, mostly fools," and of Browning's 
<« — ^tlie sin I impute to each frustrate ghost 
Is — ^the unlit lamp and the ungirt loin." 
In a state of unconsciousness Dante is carried across t!ie 
river Acheron, and the two pilgrims enter the first circle of Hell, 
which is peopled by unbaptized children and the noble Heathen. 
These are neither sad nor joyous, but experience a vague feeling 
of want and privation. It is only with the second circle that 
Hell properly begins. Dante emphazies the distinction. " Now 
begin the sorrowful notes to assail my ears : now I am come 
where much lamentation strikes upon me. I came into a place 
mute of all light, which bellows like the sun in a tempest when 
contrary winds war with each other. The hellish storm, which 
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never rests, leads the spirits with its sweep : whirlin^^ and smit- 
ing it vexes them. When they arrive before the shattered rocks, 
then the shrieks, the meanings and the lamentations : then they 
blaspheme the divine power." This is the tirst of four circles in 
which the Incontinent are punished. It contains the carnal sin- 
ners who ** subject reason to sensuous desire." Among the troop 
of spirits who are "blown with restless violence" through the 
dark air is Semiramis, "empress of many tongues," who "with 
the vice of luxury was so broken that she made lust and law alike 
in her decree." How different from this type of oriental sen- 
suousness are Francesca and her lover, in whom passion assumes 
an ideal and romantic fonn ! The special significance of Dante's 
treatment of this tbeme is the sympathy with which he depicts 
the nobler side of the relation, without allowing us to forget its 
contradiction of the eternal principle of goodness. In Proven- 
cal poetfy and the Arthurian legends only the former aspect was 
presented. Dante was the first to combine the two. In this 
perfect episode the poet of the Vita Nuom and of the Divine 
Comedy meet. No ancient poet could have written the story of 
Francesca and Paolo, for the romantic side of love was the pro- 
duct of medieval chivalry and the Germanic reverence for women, 
influenced indirectly by the spirit of Christianity. On the other 
hand, while Dante condenses in this pathetic story whole librar- 
ies of romance, he informs it with the religious spirit which ItiU 
it into the pure light of eternity. How simply and beautifully 
this is expressed in the words of Francesca : 

Se fosse aroico il Re dell' universo, 
Noi pregheremmo lui per la tua pace. 

(Were the King of the Universe our friend, we should pray to 
him for thy peace.) 

The pathos of the situation is that the undying passion with 
which the lovers cling to each other is at once their consolation 
and their torment. The very self-efFacemenl of passion shuts out 
repentance, and they cannot feel God to be their " friend." What 
can one say in the presence of such perfect work as this ! 

In the third circle Dante finds another class of the Incontinent, 
those who give way to intemperance. Blinded by the eternal 
hail, foul water and snow, they grovel on the ground, vainly 
turning one part of their naked body after another to shield them- 
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selves from the castigation of the elements. That is to say, the 
selfish gratification of the appetites brings its own punishment 
with it in the shape of bodily pain and disease. As usual Dante 
gives us a picture of intemperance in its most attractive form, 
though he does not allow us to forget that it n»ore usually pre- 
sents itself in hideous and repulsive shapes. Poor Ciaco, whom 
he had often met in society, was a good, cheery soul, who was 
wont to set the table in a roar by his buffooneries and witticisms. 
Nor IS he wanting in good sense, where others are concerned, es- 
pecially when their vices have no power over himself; he sees 
clearly that the pride, envy and avarice of its leaders are drag- 
ging his native city to destruction. 

The avaricious and the prodigal are punished in the fourth 
circle. These arc coupled together because both employ wealth, 
not for the general good, but for their own selfish gratification. The 
avaricious hold tight by their money, the prodigal squander it 
recklessly. To both wealth is a burden, because they can never 
have enou^li. Hence they are represented in the endless and 
aimless toil of rolling heavy weights backward and forward. 
Each reproaches the other, and each undoes the other's work. 
For both all the higher meaning of human life is gone ; the re- 
form of society, the progress of science and art, the spread of 
religion, are to them nothing. Selfish absorption in one narrow 
interest has killed their sympathy for higher things. 

These three types of character are all marked by selfish ab- 
sorption in a single passion, but they do not imply conscious an- 
tagonism to others. In the fifth circle, however, we meet with 
the wrathfiil, who feel and exhibit an nnnatnral repulsion to their 
feUow-men. Of these there are two classes : the rancorous, who, 
immersed in a foul bog strike and maim each other ; and the sul- 
len, who are sunk in the muddy water, and mutter curses here as 
they did "in the sweet air gladdened by the sun." For them 
Dante has no pity. When, in one of these wretches, foul almost 
beyond recognition, he recognizes Philip Argenti, he exclaims: 
"Accursed spirit, remain in weeping and sorrow;*' and Virgil, 
clasping Dante in his arms, says : " Spirit of noble wrath, 
blessed be she that bore thee !" And when at his request the 
miserable wretch is soused in the foul broth and set upon by 
others, Dante in recalling bis shriek of agony says : " Even now 
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I yield praise and thanks to God for it." Arrogant, ostentatious, 
inhuman, Philip Argenti is the incarnation of that malevolent 
disposition which is dead to all the kindly charities of life. His 
punishment is the recoil on himself of his own deeds. If Dante 
has no sentimental pity for this type of character, at least his in* 
dignatioD springs from tenderness for those who are its victims. 

Between the sins so hr considered and those next depicted, 
Dante takes particular pains to draw a marked distinction. He 
has now to enter the City of Dis, the special abode of Satan. As 
he waits for admittance the Furies call for Medusa to "turn him 
into enamel," and we are expressly invited to seek for the 
"doctrine which is hidden beneath the veil of the strange 
verses.'* The hidden doctrine seems to be, that the hearts of 
those who have deliberately said to themselves : 'Evil, be thou 
my good,' become as hard as enamel, and are therefore impene- 
trable to the claims of others. 

The first class of sinners are the Heretics, who are imprisoned 
in red-hot tombs. The mode of punishment is of course sug> 
gested by the Church's punishment for heresy. To Dante's mind 
heresy involves the denial of human responsibility, and therefore 
it cuts at the root of all morality. From it springs a materialis- 
tic or Epicurean view of life. Farinata degli Uberti, Boccaccio 
tells us, " was of the opinion of Epicurus, that the soul dies with 
the body, and consequently maintained that human happiness 
consists in temporal pleasures." Frederick II., who is in the 
same tomb " with more than a thousand others," was an enemy 
of the Church, and, according to Villani, was '* dissolute and 
voluptuous in many ways " ; he was " addicted to all sensual de- 
lights and led an Epicurean life, taking no account of any 
other." Speculative disbelief, especially in the immortality of 
the soul, thus seems to Dante to destroy all the higher springs of 
action. Among other things it leads to faction, the arch-enemy 
of genuine patriotism. In his wonderful picture of Farinata, 
raising himself breast-high out of his fiery tomb, without betray- 
ing a trace of the suffering he was undergoing, — " as if," says 
Dante, " he held Hell in scorn " — we have a sublime picture of 
factious pride. Not even* thirty-six years of punishment could 
quell this proud spirit. The interruption of Cavalcanti, and his 
pathetic grief for his son, leaves the proud Ghibelline chief abso- 
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lutely unmoved. Yet Dante is too perfect an artist to make 
Farinata the mere impersonation of party-rancour. After ttie 
battle of M ooteperto, ** which died the Arfoia red/' he akwe saved 
Florence from destruction. This, however, only seems to show 
how a man of noble instincts becomes the instrument of evil 
when he has chosen the path of theoretical and practical nnbelief. 

The seventh circle has three rounds. In the first are the 
violent against their neighbour. Tyrants like Ezjselino are im- 
mersed to the eye-brows in the river of blood ; others, like Guy 
de Montfort, up to the throat, and still others with their head 
and breast above the horrid stream. In the second round are the 
self-murderers, changed into gnarled and twisted trees, and liable 
to be torn to pieces by hell-hounds. By these symbols Dante 
seeks to indicate the terrible self-torture which constitutes the 
mental state which leads to suicide. The blasphemers, i.e., those 
who deny divine providence, are punished in the third round. In 
the outermost verge of the seventh circle are the money-lenders 
and "speculators," whom Dante» in the usual medieval way, 
conceives as mere parasites who prey upon the wealth of the 
community without producing anything themselves. It was one 
of the principles of Canon Law that to receive intere^ was sim- 
ply robbery, because the receiver gets more than he gave.* 

The eight circle is devoted to the punishment of fraud in all 
its forms ; here, in separate chasms or pits, are found seducers 
and panders, flatterers, Simonists, fortune-tellers, " boodlers,'* 
hypocrites, thieves, evil counsellors, schismatics and coiners. As 
we should expect Dante's indignation is especially strong against 
the Simonists. They have " made the house of God a den of 
thieves." Each is fixed in a narrow round hole, head down- 
wards, as assassins were punished in those days, and the project- 
ing soles of their feet are tormented with flames, which burn with 
an intensity proportioned to their guilt. At the very bottom of 
the chasm is Pope Nicholas the Third, who declares his own evil 
ways and that of his successors Boniface the Eighth and Clement 
the Fifth. Dante, who never loses an opportunity of enforcing 
his doctrine that the greedy ambition of the representatives of 
the Church is the source of all the evib of society, assails him 
with bitter irony : '* Tell me how much gold our Lord required 

'Boom'* Pbilosvphy and Fulitical Economy, p. 33, 
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of St. Peter, when he put the Keys into his hand ? Verily, he 
demanded of him naught but ' Follow me.'. . . . Therefore 
stay thou here, forthon art justly ppnished; and keep well the 
ill-got money, which against Charles made thee bold. And were 
it not that reverence for the great Keys thoa heldest in the glad 
life yet hinders me, I should use still heavier wofds; for your 
avarice grieves the world, trampKog on the good and raising up 
the wicked. ... Ye have OMde a god of gold and -silver ; 
and wherein do ye differ (rom the idolater, save that he worships 
one, and ye a hundred V* 

The "boodlers,** who are appropriately sunk in a lake of 
pitch, he treats with contempt rather than indignation, and he 
even exhibits a sort of grim humour at the devemess and trickeiy 
which is -part of their character. As he looks from the top of the 
bridge which spans the eight chasm Dante sees the " evil coun- 
sellors,** each "stolen" from view, wrapt in the flame of his 
own consciousness and tormented by its burning. Two of these 
flames enclose Ulysses and Diomed, who by the fraud of the 
wooden horse captured Troy and drove forth ^neas the founder 
of 'Rome. This explains why the " man of many wiles " is here 
punished. In the account given by Ulysses of his last expedition, 
Dante represents him as so overmastered by the desire to " gain 
experience of the world and of human vice and virtue," that 
neither filial, paternal nor conjugal love could restrain him from 
a new adventure. He resolved to sail to the west in search of 
new land. The little band who were still faithful to their leader 
were old and slow when they reached the pillars of Hercules, but 
by a judicious appeal to their love of virtue and knowledge, he 
persuaded them to set out in search of *' the unpeopled world be- 
hind the Sun." After a long voyage the Mount of Purgatory ap- 
peared dimly in the distance; but soon their joy was turned to grief, 
for a tempest arose from the new land, and they were engulfed in 
the waters. 

This narrative of Ulysses is interesting as showing the differ- 
ence between the ancient, the medieval and the modern view of 
adventure. The Ulysses of Homer has none of that romantic 
spirit which Dante imputes to him. He dbplays heroism and 
endurance, but he has no love of adventure for its own sake. 
Dante's Ulysses is actuated by an irrepressible thirst for knowl- 
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edge, which overmasters even bis reveraice for the good ; and 
for this impiety he and his compAnioos are ponished. The 
same theme is treated by Tennyson, who represents Ulysses as 
moved solely by a romantic love of adventure. 

When be enters the last circle of all, in which be finds the 
traitors, frozen fast in the ice, Dante's moral indignation is so in- 
tense and concentrated that he seems to lose all human feeling. 
For now he sees before him the representatives of the lowest depth 
of moral depravity, — those who have deliberately betrayed their 
country or their kindred. Walking over the ice he accidentally 
strikes with his foot the head of Bocca degli Abbati, who for gold 
betrayed his country. Dante seizes him by the hair, and, when 
he hears him named by another of the traitors, says : ** Now 
accursed traitor! I do not want thee to speak; for to thy shame 
I will bear true tidings of thee." The same stern implacability 
is exhibited in his treatment of one of the traitors to his kindred. 
As the wretched man weeps, the bitter tears freeze as they 
flow. *' For pity break the ice upon my face, that I may 
weep a little while, before my fount of tears freeze up again ! " 
What is Dante's answer? 

Ed io non glieli apersi : 
£ cortesia fu lui esser villano. 

(And I did noi open them : and to be rude to him was cour- 
tesy.) To Dante*s mind pity for traitors was impiety. *' Who is 
more wicked that he who pities the condemned of God?** 
(Inf. 20. 28.) 

Before we leave this awfal realm, and " rebebold the stars," it 
may be well to add one or two general remarks. As we. have al- 
ready seen, the standard by which Dante estimates moral gnilt b 
not personal but social. This fact indicates at once his strength 
and his weakness. On the one hand, it is bonnd np with his whole 
conception of homan conduct as right or wrong according as it 
conforms to an objective or authoritative standard. The indivi- 
dual must implicitly accept the creed of the Church and obey 
the law of the State ; and deviation from either brings with it its 
own punishment. This explains the unsympathetic way in which 
Dante deals with such characters as Celestine V., Farinata degli 
Uberti and Mahomet. The first provokes his utter contempt 
because he shrank from the duty to which he bad been called ; 
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the second is guilty bf^heresy and therefore of faction ; the third 
is simply a "schismatic** or oorrnptor of the Christian foith. 
Now, in all this Dante is estimating the individaal by a purely 
objective standard, without paying the least heed to the motives 
by which he is actuated. But such a method fails to do justice 
to the real complexity of the human soul, and to the progressive 
evolution of society. Because Celesttne, a gentle pious monk, 
felt unequal to the task of guiding the Church in a dangerous 
crisis, Dante virtually says that he had no moral qualities what* 
ever; forgetting that his shrinking from public office was a 
reflex of that " other-world I iness" which was Dante's own ideal 
of the saintly life. Similarly, no allowance is made for the noble 
qualities of Farinata, because he was guilty of heresy, and did 
not accept Dante's view of Church and State. And Mahomet, 
in defiance of historical fact, is treated simply as a "schismatic," 
a view that fails to take account of the necessary steps by which 
the human mind advances from lower to higher stages of truth, 
and of the purification of the national faith of which he wa'; the 
instrument. The same defect is of course shown in Dante's 
conception of classical antiquity. 

But, while we cannot accept Dante's purely external standard 
of judgment, we must not forget that his view points to a truth 
which Protestantism tends to overlook. The individual con- 
science can be set above objective institutions only when it con- 
tains in a higher form the principle which gives them meaning. 
There is no 'right divine' to judge wrong, any more than to 
govern wrong. The claim for freedom of conscience is really a 
claim in behalf of the higher rationality implied in it, and this 
claim must be able to justify itself by reason. Thus the duty of 
private judgment brings with it a deeper responsibility, and in- 
deed this is its great practical value. So long as a man can fall 
back upon an authoritative guide, he cannot feel that it is his 
duty to determine his belied and conduct for himself ; and it is 
for this reason that the great modem development in all depart- 
ments of human activity has been the result of that liberation of 
the mind and conscience which it was the work of the Reforma- 
tion and the Revival of Letters partially to accomplish. Dante 
himself, though in his explicit theory he appeals to an authorita- 
tive standard, yet practically re-interprets it for himself. The 
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Church to which he appeals was not the Church as it actually 
existed, but an ideal Church, which was none the less ideal be- 
cause he conceived it to have been actual in the past. Thus he 
was really affirming that society must be reconstructed on a 
rational basis if the highest good of man is to be secured. 

There is another point to which it may be worth while to 
refer. If the individaal soul is neither absolutely bad nor abso- 
lutely good, the conception upon which the Inlimio rests, and in- 
deed the division of mankind into the three separate dssses of 
the sinful, the repentant and the saintly, is radically false. No 
man is either a devil or a god. In our rough and ready judg- 
ments we characterize men by some predominant tendency, but 
the human soul is too complex to be thus " cut in two with an 
axe." Thus, while we accept witli tliankfulness Dante's masterly 
presentation of the fruit of certain evil tendencies, when these 
are allowed to operate unchecked, we must remember that in 
actual life they do not operate unchecked. It is an abstract 
view which identifies the whole character of a man with one 
aspect of it. Dante, indeed, partly saves himself from this defect 
by the concreteness which is inseparable from the poetic im- 
aidnation, but it leaves its trace in the emphasis and vividness 
with which he portrays some prominent feature of his person- 
fl^ies. We have learned to be more charitable in our judgments 
than he, just because we have become more conscious of the 
complexity and intricacy of human motives. We have also 
learned to be less dogmatic in our views of society from a clearer 
recognition of the complex forces ever at work in it, forces which 
we can never completely estimate or set forth in our political 
theories. 

As the Inferno gives us a picture of the spiritual condition of 
those whose will is evil, and who therefore fail to see that the 
unrest and disquiet they experience is the r^ex of themselves; 

so the Purgatorio depicts the inner state of those who have been 
illuminated by the Christian consciousness of salvation as the re- 
flex of a socialized will. To be in Purj^atory is to condemn one's 
past self and Im -in the strugg^le towards the higher life. This 
idea is expressed symbolically by Dante, when he tells how 
Virgil begirt him with a " smooth reed." For ** the reed lives 
where no other plant can live, because it yields to the castiga- 
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tioo of the waves." Hamility ander chastiiemeiit is the sign of 
repentance. All the pilgrims ^vho wait for deliverance on the 
purgatorial Mount recognize, with Caseila, that " the will of God 
is just." Evil they attribute to themselves, and though the 
struggle against their evil habits may be long and liard, they 
must at last triumph, having now consciously in them the prin- 
ciple of goodness. The Purgatorio is thus the genuine picture 
of the spiritual life as it actually existSj for that life is a process 
and not a completed result, though no doubt the process is itself 
a prophe^r of the result. Dante also recognises that the longer 
repentance is ddayed, the harder it is to enter upon the new 
life. Yet it may be lightened by the loving aid of those who 
have already begun it. Manfred, who died in contumacy of 
Holy Church, must linger without the purifying terraces thirty 
times as long as he had continued in his presumption, unless the 
period is shortened by kindly prayers. The Christian life is thus 
recognized to be essentially social ; the burden of guilt may be 
lessened by the loving aid of others. The good of one helps* to 
lift up all. Dante also recognises that the struggle with the past 
evil self decreases in intensity with each step gained. '*The 
Mount is such, that at the start the climbing is always difficult, 
but the higher one goes the easier it becomes. When it seems 
to thee as pleasant as sailing down stream in a ship, the end of 
thy journey will have been reached." Just as in the Inferno the 
principle of evil reveals its antagonism to humanity more and 
more explicitly as we descend from circle to circle, so in the 
Purgatorio the triumph of the principle of goodness is more and 
more dearty revealed as we ascend from terrace to terrace. 

The escape from the dark and sorrowful region of Hell into 
" the second realm where the human spirit is purified " is beauti- 
fully expressed. "A sweet hue of oriental sapphire . . . 
brought delight to my eyes, so soon as I issued from the dead 
air, which had saddened both my eyes and heart." As the dawn 
disperses the shades of early morninp:, the two pilgrims see afar 
"it tremolar di marina (the trembling of the sea)." Over the 
waves comes swiftly a little boat, containing spirits who chant 
the psalm of deliverance from sin : " When Israel went out of 
Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language/* 
We may note that all through the Puigatorio Dante has in his 
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mind the rites and ceremonies of the Church — its praise, prayer, 
painting and sculpture, and the symbols of Christian initiation 
and fellowship — as modes in which the penitent aid and encour- 
age one anotlier in the upward path. 

The first terrace, which is without Purgatory proper, is occu- 
pied by those who delayed repentance to the last moments. 
Among: others Dante meets Sordello, the "proud Lombard soul," 
who " uttered not a word, but eyed us like a couched lion." But 
when be heard thet Virgil was from his native city of Mantua, 
he sprancr towards him with the exclamation : ''I am Sordello of 
thy land.** Dante's patriotism bursts oot in his noble apostrophe 
to Italy : *' This noble spirit was ready, only for the sweet sotind 
of his country's name, to greet his fellow-citixen joyfully ; in thee, 
thy living men, whom oot wall and one moat shuts in, gnaw one 
another. Search, miserable one, all along thy coasts, then Inok 
into thy heart and see if any part of thee has the joy of peace. 
Of what avail is it, that Justinian fitted on thy bridle, if the 
saddle is empty? Without that, the shame were less." Dante 
returns to the same theme again when he enters the beautiful 
Vale of the Princes, calling upon secular potentates to recognize 
the divinely-appointed equality of the Empire with the Churdu 
As the sun goes down one of the spirits devoutly leads the chant, 
Te hicis ante, 

*Twas now the hour that brings to men at sea, 
Who in the mora have bid sweet friends &reweU, 

Fond thoughts and longing back with them to be ; 
And thrills the pilgrim with a tender aptSi 

Of love, if hnplv, now upon his way, 

He faintly hear a chime from some far bell, 
That seems to mourn the dymg of the day ; 

When I forbore my listening faculty 
To mark one spirit uprisen amid the band 

Who joined both palms and lifted them on high 
(First having claimed attention with his hand) 

And toward the Orient bent so fixed an eye 
As 'twere he said, ' My God ! on thee alone 

My longing rests." Then from his lips there came 
• Te lucis ante,' so devout of tone. 

So sweet, my mind was ravished with the same; 
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The others next, full sweetly end devout, 

Fixing their gaze on the supernal wheels, 
Followed him chanting the whole Psabn throughout. 

As once before Dante calls on us to [ueice the '* subtle veil " of 
his verse. He seems to mean that the repentant soul is at first 
liable to the recurrence of past temptation, but by humble prayer 
is enabled to resist it. Temptation is symbolized by the serpent 
which steals into the valley at night-fall. As it appears there is 
a flash of angel-wings, and the enemy has vanished. 

. The penitential stairs leading up to the gate of Puiga- 
tory are symbolic of confession, contrition and satisfaction. 
The individual sees himself as he really is, renounces his old self, 
and begins the new life. On the first terrace the soul is purified 
from pride. The spirits recognize that absolute self-asser- 
tion weighs down the soul with the weight of the whole world. 
Hence they are represented as bent like corbels to the earth. 
Their repentance and thankfulness are expressed in the Te Deum 
laudamus. The souls who have been guilty of envy occupy the 
next terrace. Their eyelids are sewed with an iron thread, to 
indicate the blinding effect of envy, but, as they enter the 
stairway to the next terrace, leaning lovingly on each other, they 
hear the beatitude : "Blessed are the merciful." On the third 
terrace are the wrathful, enveloped in a thick smoke, symbolic of 
their former state of mind. As they reach the stairway a voice 
proclaims: " Blessed are the peace-makers." In successive ter- 
races the sins of Indifference, Avarice, Intemperance and Incon- 
tinence are expiated. At the top of the Mount is the Terrestrial 
Paradise, i,e., the visible Church, as the embodiment of the ideal 
of humanity on earth. In an allegorical pageant of a very 
elaborate kind Dante gives ns his philosophy of hi^ory, but it 
adds nothing to what he elsewhere says and is hardly worthy of 
analysts. History can only be expressed poetically in concrete 
pictures. All attempts to embody it in symbols like this of 
Dante» or of Goethe in the second part of Faust, result in ob- 
scurity and mystification, which can give comfort only to the 
ingenious commentator. To those who go to poetiy for ideal 
pictures of life this frigid symbolbm, as Ms*tthew Arnold says of 
the verses of Wordsworth in which his inspiration foils, produce 
*'an unutterable sense of lamentation, and mourning, and woe,'* 
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The termination of the process of purification is symbolized by 
the cleansing of Lethe, the river of forget fulness. The struggle 
is over, and the soul enters with joy on the higher Christian life. 

In the Inferno the soul is turned towards self ; in the Purga- 
torio the soul is turned towards God, but the influence of the old 
life is still strong ; in the Paradiso the soul is turned entirely 
towards God, and knows no other will but His. 

In la sua volontade e nostra pace. 
(In His will is our peace.) There are various degrees of saintli- 
ncss, from the timid, shrinking service of a Piccarda to the 
consuming zeal of a St. Francis, but one spirit of self-forgetting 
love glows in every breast. The intellect is enlightened, the 
heart suffused with love, the whole being filled with joy : 

II del, ch' e para luce ; 
Luce intellectiial pieoa d* amore ; 
Amor de vero ben pien di letida : 
Letizia, che trascendi ogni dolore. • 
(Heaven, which is pore light ; Light intellectual full of love ; 
Love of true cood full of joy ; Joy which transcends all sorrow.) 
All rejoice in the service of each : 

Ecco cbt cresera H nostri amori. 
(See one who will increase our mutual love.) 

The principle on which Dante arranges bis types of Christian 
character is to begin with the less developed and gradually to 
ascend to what he regards as the most developed. Hence, just 
as the weak and irresolute occupy the vestibule of the Inferno ; 
just as at the base of the Purgatorial Mount linger those who have 
repented only at the close of life ; so the first sphere of the Moon 
contains those pious but soft and gentle souls who have not 
energy enough to withstand the stronger will of others. The 
mild radiance of their character is represented by the faint 
dream-like faces which Dante at first takes for reflections. Their 
defect is want of independence of character ; and therefore, 
though their will is good, their service is inadequate. They are 
not of the metal of which martyrs are made. 

Higher than these soft and yielding cliaracters arc those who 
throw themselves with energy into the cause of humanity, but not 
without a certain degree of personal ambition. Among them 
Dante finds the Emperor Justinian, who gives a condensed 
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history of the Roman Empire, showinir that it was the divindy 
appointed means of securing justice among men. Dante, in fact, 
takes the spirits who appear in Mercury as the type of those who 
are distinguished by their love of Justice, but are not quite free 
from " the last iofirmity of noble minds.*' 

As the distinctive character of those who appear in the sphere 
of Mercury is love of Justice, so in Venus are found those who 
display the virtue of natural affection as illuminated by Christian 
principle. In them love is exhibited in its Christian form, as in 
Francesca and Paolo we have love degraded by an element of 
sensuous passion. But, because it is limited in its range, Dante 
regards this form of love as on a much lower level than such a 
love as that of St. Francis, which is widened to the universality 
of humanity. It includes the love of husband and wife, parent 
and child, brother and sister, and the love of friends. 

In the next heaven appear those who are distinguished by a 
divine wisdom. These dazzling spirits blaze in the sphere of the 
Sun, the light of which is so intense that it "conquers all 
colour." Dante's catholic spirit is shown by the equal sympathy 
which he shows for St. Francis and St. Dominic. To indicate 
the absence of all jealousy between these great souls the praise 
of St. Francis is put into the mouth of St. Thomas, a Dominican, 
while St. Dominic is celebrated by the Franciscan St. Bonaven- 
tura. The lives of these two great leaders of men are told with 
Dante's usual terseness and completeness. Seraphic In his 
ardour, St. Francis in his early manhood renounced the plea- 
sures of the world and vowed himself to Poverty, a Lady who 
had heen nnwooed from the time, more than eleven hundred 
years before, when she had been bereaved of her first spouse, * 
Christ. The venerable Bernard, moved by his example, "un* 
shod himself ;** then Sylvester and Egidtus followed the bride- 
groom, so lovely was the bride. Begirt with the cord of humility 
St. Francis and his followers went on their way, indifferent to the 
sneers of the world, and were recognised as preachers by POpe 
Innocent III. " When the poor humble folk had increased, fol- 
lowing him whose wondrous life could only be duly chanted in 
the glory of heaven," the order of St. Francis was formally 
established by Honorius III. St. Francis joined the crusading 
army before Damiettai and in bis seal for martyrdom preached 
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Christ in the preaenoe of the proud Sultan ; but, finding the 
Saracens too unripe for conversion, he returned to his native 
land. Here, at Monte Averno, he received from heaven the 
" last seal " of the stigmata, and in dyinj? commended his 
"dearest lady" to his followers. Alas! the disorder of the 
world is shown here too. "His flock have {^aown greedy for new 
food. . . . Some indeed hold fast to the shepherd, but so 
few they are that a little cloth serves for their cowls." 

When St. Thomas has ceased speaking, St. Bonaventura re- 
lates the life of that "splendour of cherubic light," St. Dominic. 
** Meet it is that both should be named, for as they served in one 
warfare, so their glory should shine together." In Spain was 
born " the amorous fere of the Christian faith, the holy athlete, 
benign to his friends and stern to his foes." He was the hus- 
bandman of the church, appointed to cut off the decayed leaves 
from the vine. All his energies were devoted to the restoration 
of the pure faith as it fell from the lips of the Master, fic did 
not beg from Boni&ce " the next vacancy," but only prayed for 
leave to fight against the corruption of that &ith which his fol- 
lowers have perverted or obscured. 

In the heaven of Mart, Dante sees a flaming cross, composed 
of myriads of rubies. These are the souls of those who were in- 
spired by a sacred Courage,— the martyrs and confessors, the 
crusaders, champions and combatants for Christ. Among them 
is Cacciaguida, Dante's crusading ancestor, who paints the 
prosperity of early Florence, when it was as yet uncontaminated 
by avarice, pride and luxniy, and prophecies the exile of his 
descendant. " Thou shalt leave all that is most dearly loved : 
this is the arrow which the bow of exile first discharges. Thou 
shalt experience bow salt tastes the bread of another, and how 
bitter it is to go up and down another's stairs." 

In the next heaven of Jupiter troops of spirits spell out by 
their mazy movements the words '* Love Justice, ye who rule the 
earth," and settle into the form of an immense eagle, the symbol 
of the Holy Roman Empire, and of the brotherhood of man. 

In the sphere of Saturn a golden ladder reaches up to 
Heaven, on which are flames ascending and descending. Here 
are the comtemplative souls, among them St. Peter Damian and 
St. Benedict, the former of whom inveighs against the luxury of 
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modern prelates, while the latter complains of the cormption of 

the monastic orders. 

In the heaven of the Fixed Stars Dante beholds the Triumph 
of Christ, and in the ninth sphere of the Primum Mobile he is 
examined by St. Peter, St. James and St. John in the three 
theological virtues of Faith, Hope and Love. His noble indie:- 
nation against the corruption of tiie Church breaks out even 
here. The face of St. Peter flames with the redness of sunset 
when he speaks of Boniface, who had got his place in the Holy 
See by a sort of simony. 

•* He who usurps on earth below my place, 

My place, my place, the which is void and empty 

Before the presence of the Son of God, 
Hath made my holy sepulchre a sink 

Of blood and stench ; whence comes it that the rebel 

Who fell from hence is glad in hdl and trlmnphs. 

At last Dante enters Paradise itself. First he sees a river of 
light : 

" And I saw light in semblance of a river 

Tawny with splendours in the midst of shores 
Painted with blossoms of a wondrous spring. 

Forth from this stream there issued living sparks ; 
And on all sides they mingled with the flowers, 
Like rubies that smooth bands of gold environ. 

Then, as though drunken with the fragrances, 
They plunged again into the marvellous tide ; 
And as one sank another issued forth." 

Then the river changes into the form of the mjrstic Rose, ex- 
panding leaf over leaf towards God who is its son. The rose- 
leaves are the orders of the blest. 

"Their faces had they all of living flame. 

Their wings of gold, and all the rest was white. 

That snow is none such purity could claim. (Par. 31,3.) 

Even here Dante has not forgotten his divine contempt for his 
native city : " I who had passed from the human to the divine, 
from time to eternity, and frotn Florence io a ptopU jmt and sane** 
Now Beatrice, the symbol of Theology, assumes her seat among 
the blest, and St. Bernard, the representative of mystic love, 
takes his hand and utters the beantiful prayer to the Virgin 
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Mother, already quoted. Tbeo, for an instant, Dante has the 
heatific vision of the Holy Trinity : 

*' And now my every taslc, my evecy will. 

Like to a wheel moved ftU ways in like wise. 
Obeyed the Love that moves the Sun and Stars." 

Thus ends the Vision of the great Poet of the Middle Ages. By 
the use simply of light, music and mysticism he communicates to 
us a miraculous elevation of feeling, making us feel the wonder and 
the glory of the Christian life of love and goodness. 

When we come to reflect upon the content of the Paradise of 
Dante, what strikes us more even than the splendor of its imagery 
is its intensely human and practical character. It is the picture 
of an ideal Society, in which the varions gifts of each are brought 
to the service of the whole. There is no jealousy, no taint of 
envy, but each rejoices in the noUe service of his brothers and 
sisters. No doubt Dante*s conception of Society is inadequate, 
when it is contrasted with the freer and more various activity of 
the modern world ; but contemplated in its spirit, it is singularly 
comprehensive and many-sided. The gentle ministration of 
woman; the hre and energy of the soldier; the self-sacrificing 
zeal of the social reformer ; the devotion of the lover of truth ; the 
heroism of the patriot ; the large sagacity of the statesman ; the 
comprehensive insight of the philosopher ; the swift intuitions of 
genius; — all these are blended and harmonized in Dante's 
conception of life. Like all the best minds of our race, Dante is 
a thorough optimist, and not least so when he is most conscious 
of the evil of Society as it is. His moral indignation is rooted in 
love ; his contempt is large and divine. It is man's nature, as 
he tells US, to seek by an inherent impulse after God and good- 
ness, and his search cannot ultimately be in vain. But to justify 
his optimism we must view the history of our race from a wider 
point of view than was possible for him. The highest life of 
woman we can no lonfjer believe to consist in a demission of her 
sacred function as wife, mother, sister and companion of man. 
The weakness which Dante finds in the gentle saints of his lowest 
heaven is inseparable from the medieval conception of woman's 
station and duties ; nor can I believe that it is in the highest inter- 
ests of society that women, who ahready exercise on the whole a 
beneficial influence on legislation, should be permanently excluded 
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from the rights and duties of citizenship. Dante's view of 
natural love as a preparation for the wider forms of sociality we 
can accept without reservation ; and if we interpret tlie devotion 
of a St. Fiancis, and the zeal for truth of a St. Dominic, as sym* 
bols of the disint^^ted enthusiasm of the reformer and truth- 
seeker, we can endorse the high place he gives to these benefac- 
tors of the race. But such a widening of the medieval ideal is 
absolutely necessary. The "brass-collar methods," of which 
Carlyle speaks, are as inapplicable to the mind of man as to his 
body, and their day is past. Science and philosophy demand ab- 
solute freedom, and without it they cannot do their perfect work. 
And lastly, the true modern mystics are the men of genius, 
whether in the sphere of reflection or of art, who provide a new 
organ for the human spirit, revealing possibilities in the life of 
humanity previously only vaguely felt. Such a mystic was Dante 
himself. In unveiling the whole soul of the Middle Ages he prepared 
the way for a new phase in the onward march of humanity. For 
us if not for himself he gives a true picture of the spirit of man in 
its greatness and its weakness ; and he must be incapable of 
catching the contagion of a great soul who comes away from him 
without an enlarged feeling of the dignity and the solemnity of 
human life. I cannot conclude my very inadequate study 
of this great singer better than in the words of one to whom I 
owe so mticli. "The Divim Commedia," says Professor Curd, 
" may be compared to the portal of a great cathedral, through 
which we emerge from the dim retigious light of the Middle 
Ages into the open day of the modem world, but emerge with the 
imperishable memory of those harmonies of form and colour on 
which we have been gazing and with the organ notes that lifted 
our soul to heaven still sounding in oar ears.*** 
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THE HISTORY OF CANADA 

BY WILLIAM KINGSPORD, LL.D., F.R.S. CAMAPA. 



VOL. VII (1779-1807.) 

THE seventli volume of Dr. Kingsford's History of Canada 
has appeared, and will, no doubt, be readily picked up by 
the reading public. His several volumes have followed one another 
perhaps more rapidly than might have been expected, but Dr. 
Kin^sford is evidently a very diligent, and withal a very accurate 
worker, and he has carefully consulted his authorities. Where 
he shows haste is in the absence of method, and of imagination — 
that imagination which piciuies the political and social bearing 
of events, and gives them life and interest, and which is only 
the fruit of severe study of all the events, and of all their re- 
lations. Dr. Kingsford's work is a valuable history, such a his- 
tory as is only now become possible from a study of the large 
collection of archives which Dr. Bremner has brought together 
from England, France, and Spain ; and when in after years the 
history of Canada may be rewritten Dr. Kingsford's pages must 
be largely consulted. Tbis volame covers the period from 1779 
to 1807, the closing years of the War of Iiidependeiice» with the 
Peace of Paris, which fixed the international boundaries between 
Canada and the United States. On the same day, September 
3rd, 1783, were signed at Versailles the treaties with France and 
Spain, and the day previous the preliminary articles of peace be- 
tween England and the States General of the United Provinces. 
In 1781 England saw the foil of the North ministry, to be followed 
by the second Rockingham ininistiy, the Shelburne ministry, 
the coalition ministry of North and Fox, and the ministry of 
Pitt. In 1789 the French Revolution broke out, and 1793 war 
between France and England was renewed. It will be difficult 
to find a period so replete with important events as the period 
covered by this volume, and with all Canada had a more or less 
close connection, and Dr. |Kingsford is justified in saying that it 
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is quite impossible to separate the history of Canada not only 
from the history of the neighbouring republic, but from that of 
many of the complications in Europe. 

In November, 1765, before the War of Independence broke 
out, Congress appointed a committee of five members to treat 
with France and Spain, for the purpose of finding out what 
assistance might be expected from these governments in case 
the States sboald declare war against England. The early nego- 
tiations were so promising that Franklin and Arthur Lee were 
sent to Europe to conclude a treaty with those powers, re- 
ceiving the promise of material aid. The object of Prance was 
to reacquire possession of Canada, and thfere can be no doubt 
that not only in the initiatory negotiations, but repeatedly at a 
later date the States government encouraged this hope, and its 
emissaries in Canada were diligent in presenting this object to the 
kahiUtnh, for the purpose of stirring up a rebellion against 
Britain ; but at the very same time the States were resolved that 
the French should not succeed in this project. They felt, that if 
they should not themselves succeed in gaining Canada, it were 
better that it should remain in the hands of Britain than pass 
again to France. The double part which was being played by 
the States at this period can scarcely be excused by the peculiar 
position in which they were placed, or by the lower national 
morality which marked the close of the last century. Spain also 
had in view the securing, or even the extending, her possessions 
in America, and the wresting of Gibraltar from England, while 
the forces of this country were engaged in America. France es- 
pecially threw herself with some vigour into the war ; her fleets 
were everywhere on the Atlantic intercepting British commerce, 
or watching the American coasts, and landing troops where they 
would prove most advantageous. French troops led by such 
generals as de Lafayette, de Rochambeau, de Barras, and de 
St. Simon were present in almost every engagement of import- 
ance, fighting shoulder to shoulder with the soldiers of the States. 
Lafayette had 8000 French troops at Yorktown when Cornwallis 
capitulated, while an immense French fleet was blockading the 
town from the side of the Chesapeake. 

After the campaign of 1775 and 1776 under Montgomery 
and Arnold there was no attempt to invade Canada, if we ex- 
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cept some slight movements at Lake Champlain, at Oswego, 
and Detroit. The English popalation was sdH very limited, 
and there were only 3353 Britirii troops under HaldinMind, scat- 
tered from Quebec west, at Three Rivers, Montreal, Carleton 
Island, Oswego, Niagara and Detroit; but any appeal which 
the States made to the English population had been treated 
with contempt, and any- support of the movement in the States 
could otily have been looked for from the French Canadians. 
These have always shown themselves to be an amiable, quiet, 
and contented people, yet liable to be moved from without. 
Their condition during the short period of English rule had 
passed through sevetal changes. After the Peace of Paris they 
had been for a short timie under military rule, this was succeeded 
by the introduction of English Representative Government, and 
the administration of English law. This, however, was so utterly 
nnsuited to the condition in which Canada then was that it 
naturally caused dissatisfaction among the bulk of the population. 
By the Quebec Act of 1775 the British Government rescinded its 
previous Acts, restored the French law of civil procedure, with 
the Iegali;;ation of the F"rench language, while it gave full force to 
the rights of the Romish Church, but it maintained the English 
criminal law. The government of the country was placed in the 
hands of a Governor and Council, somewhat similar to what had 
existed under the French regime. This change with its conces- 
sions gave satisfaction to the French population, which was very 
much the larger portion, and we have no hesitation in saying that 
under the circumstances it was the wisest act the British Govern- 
ment could have done. Nevertheless a system of government so 
essentially different from the principles of the English constitu- 
tion could scarcely be expected to run without some degree of 
friction. The English population, though very limited, thought 
that they were too little considered ; they were Protestants, and 
viewed with dissatisfaction the establishment of Romanism ; they 
were proud of their English language, of their English laws, of 
the English system of Representative Government, and they 
thought that England had 3rielded too much to the prejudice of a 
conquered people. The Congress of the States did not allow this 
condition of things to pass without seeking to make political capi- 
tal out of it ; it was voted that the act of the British Government 
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•*was subversive of the rights of man, that she had instituted a 
veritable tyranny, civil and political, in Canada, in legalising a 
religion which had inundated England with blood, and spread 
hypocrisy, persecution, murder and revolt in all parts of the 
world." But though the English population was dissatisfied it 
showed no sympathy with the revolt of the American colontes, 
while, on the other hand, the French Canadians evinced a loyalty 
equally firm. They resisted all the inducements offered at the 
time of the invasion under Montgomery. At a later period, how- 
ever, some disa£Eection b^jan to show itself, and Congress having 
fisuled with the English population, redoubled its efforts to secure 
the French. The defeat of Buigoyne at Saratoga had very much 
shaken the prestige of the English power, and the success of the 
French forces both by sea and land gave hope of the re*conquest 
of Canada. The little sympathy which the French Canadians 
had received from thvir English fellow-citisens had undoubtedly 
tended to alienate them from British rule. Haldimand, who had 
succeeded Sir Guy Carleton, had not Carleton's personal attrac- 
tions ; he had been obliged to curb the freedom of a part of the 
French press, and even imprisoned the editor of a Journal bear- 
ing the title " Taat Pis — ^Tant Mieux his rule at Three Rivers, 
which was perhaps the centre of any disaffection, was regarded 
as harsh. When be became Governor Canada was in a very 
peculiar position ; in 1798 the crops had been small all over the 
continent, and even in Europe, and the price of corn rose, and as 
the demand in the States was larg^e there was a stronpf induce- 
ment to export from even the limited store in Canada, and Haldi- 
mand was obliged to prohibit the exportation of corn, and this 
was calculated the more to produce ill-will among the French 
Canadians, who were almost exclusively of the farmer class. 
This was the state of matters when Lafayette circulated his letter 
to the Indians, which was intended to re-awaken the old attach- 
ment to the French, and their opposition to the English, and at 
the same time d'Estaing issued his proclamation addressed 
purely to French feeling. It mysteriously appeared on the doors 
of parish churches, and found its way into almost every house- 
hold. Haldimand wrote to Lord St. Germaine, " however sen- 
sible I am of the good conduct of the clergy in general during the 
invasion oi the province in the year 1775, I ana well aware that 
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since France was known to take part in the contest, an,d since 
the address of Count d'Estain;^', and a letter of Monsieur de 
Lafayette to the Canadians and Indians have been circulated in 
the piovinces, many of the priests have changed their opinions, 
and in case of anotlier invasion would, I am afraid, adopt another 
system of coodtict.'* 

That some shoald, in the adverse condition of the province, 
have yielded to seductive appeals, and should have shown a 
spirit somewhat hostile to the British Government is not to 
be wondered at, but that this disaffection should have been 
so limited as it was is very remarkable, and shows the wis- 
dom of the Quebec Act. That this loyalty was due in a large 
measure to the influence of the priesthood cannot be doubted, 
and we owe to the F'rench people, and especially the French 
priesthood, a debt of gratitude which ouf^ht not to be forgotten. 
It is not difficult to see what would have been the result if with a 
small English population, and an army of 3000 men scattered 
from Quebec to Detroit, the French population had shown any 
general disposition to take up arms in aid of the States. The 
French naval force on the Atlantic coast was very lai^, and thdr 
land force could not have been less than 20,000 men, and the ad- 
dresses of La&yette and d'Bstaing show us that they needed only 
the slightest encouragement to invade Canada. Haldimand's 
position was one of ^reat difficulty: the country was threatened 
with an invasion, while her population was divided in sentiment, 
yet he was not allowed liberty of action, for the Home Govern- 
ment, with strangely short-sighted policy, was trying to rule from 
Downing street a colony jooo miles off, with which intercourse 
was difficult, and with vriiose condiHon the Cabinet was entirely 
ignorant. Germaine was a weak member of a weak ministry, en- 
tirely truculent to the will of an arbitrary king, and his letters in 
reply to Haldimand's urgent requests for reinforcemeots were 
evidently written to be submitted to the king, who never could 
be brought to understand the state of affairs in America, and who 
never allowed himself to believe that the British troops could 
suffer reverses, even t[iou^,'h they were a mere handful pitted 
against superior numbers, against brave, and enthusiastic, and 
even fanatical opponents. 

In 1781 negotiations for peace had been entered on, but 
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neither England nor the States could come to any agreement, 
and only after the capitulation of Comwallis was it evident 
that all parties had become tired of the war. England had 
suffered some severe defeats, and her fleets had been deplor- 
ably mismanaged. She had fighting also to do in the West 
Indies, on the Mediterranean, and in India. France and Spain 
too were quite exhausted ; Spain had suffered a severe defeat 
before Gibraltar, and though France bad been tolerably suc- 
cessful on the Atlantic, and in America, yet she had lost nearly 
all her eastern possessions. The treasury of either country was 
almost depleted, and it was difficult to levy new taxes from an 
impoverished people, while in France especially there was great 
distress, and already might have been heard the rumbling of that 
great convulsion, which only seven years after disturbed not only 
France but the whole of Europe. The States had put forth their 
utmost efibrt, and had it not been for the subsidies which they 
had received from France must have yielded long before. At the 
time of the negotiations in May 1781 Franklin had gone over to 
Paris to find out the wishes of the French Government. In a 
letter written in the autumn to David Hartley, a member of 
the British Parliament, Franklin expressed a stronp; desire that 
this "devilish war " might be brought to a close. Hartley carried 
the letter to Lord North, and negotiations were again opened. 
North, however, very shortly resigned, and the Rockingham min- 
istry was formed, with Earl Shelburne as Secretary for the 
Colonies. Shelburne appointed a Mr. Richard Oswald, a per- 
sonal friend, to represent Enpjiand in the negotiations. He was a 
Scotch merchant in London, who had made a large fortune in the 
war, and had acquired much property in the States. He seems to 
have been a man of limited intelligence, and little force of char- 
acter, and he became a mere tool in tiie hands of Franklin. Fox 
was Minister of Foreign Affairs, and insisted that the negotiations 
pertained to his department ; and he sent over Thomas Gren- 
ville, son of Sir George Grenville, if not to replace Oswald at 
least to take part in the negotiations. To Grenville*s surprise he 
found that Franklin had demanded the cession of Canada to the 
States, and that Oswald had apparently shown a disposition to 
yield. Grenville immediately informed Fox of the proposed ar- 
rangement, and Fox was exceedingly indignant ; he communi- 



a94 



QUEEN'S QUARTERLY. 



cated his views to Rockingham, Richmond, and Lord John 
Cavendish, and they agreed that the negotiations should be car- 
ried OD by GvenviUe. Rockiogham however was dying, and the 
Cabiiiet was divided. Ob the fint of July FaclriBghnm died« wmi 
Shelburne was called to form a ■wriitfy. Ftoi fetirsd, aod the 
ncgotiatiaos were giveii entirely into Oswald's hands. Adams 
was the representative of Congress to the United Provinces, and 
he was now directed to assist Franklin, while Jay crossed from 
America for the same purpose. About the same time Benjamin 
Vaughan, like Oswald a personal friend of Sbulliwrne, and 
Strachey, under Secretary of the Tressuty, were commissioned to 
assist Oswald. 

None of the English representatives had been in Canada, and 
their information was derived simply from the imperfect maps 
of the day. At the opening of the negotiations Franklin inform* 
ed Oswald that he could not agree to anything till he had re- 
ceived the consent of the allies of Congress, France and Spain, 
but notwithstanding this assertion, the American repMentatives 
carried on their negotiations with very Kttle reference to these 
powers, for their interests were not by any means identical. 

On the same day, September 3rd, 1783, treaties with all 
the three powers were signed, that with the United States at 
Pftris, those with France and Spain at Versailles. The second 
article of the treaty with the States settled the boundaries be- 
tween Canada and the States ; the third refers to the fisheries on 
the banks of Newfoundland and the Gulf of St. Lawence ; the 
fifth promises the restoration of property previously confiscated 
by authority of Conf^ress, and has special reference to the pro- 
perty of the Royalists ; the sixth asserts that no further confisca- 
tion or prosecution sliall be commenced against any person for 
the part he may have taken in the present war. 

The fourth article of the treaty with France re-affirms the 
thirteenth article of the Treaty of Utrecht, so far as it regards 
the Island of Newfoundland, which by that treaty had been 
ceded to England ; but France was to re-acquire possession of 
the Islands of St. Pierre and St. Miquelon. 

By the fifth article France renounced the right, belonging to 
her by the same thirteenth article of the Treaty of Utrecht, of 
fishing on the east coast of Newfoondland, from Cape Bonavista 
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to Cape St. John, and received in lieu the ri^ht of fishing from 
Cape St. John passing north and then west to Cape Ray. The 
sixth article confirmed the right of fishing in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence granted under the treaty of Paris of 1763. In review- 
ing these respective treaties we cannot but fee! the "clumsy 
incompetency " of the British negotiators. Franklin knew per- 
fectly what he was doing, and understood the line on which he 
had evidently determined. But by this line most important 
territory, with several forts raised and maintained at English 
expense, were ceded to the States without compensation ; no 
less than twenty-four tribes of Indians, who had been thor- 
oughly loyal to the British crown, were handed over without any 
stipulation to the government of the States, and the fur trade, 
which had been wholly in the hands of Canadian merchants, was 
at least divided with United States merchants. In the east Mon- 
treal and Quebec found themselves within a short distance of the 
frontier, while a portion of Nova Scotia was given over to the 
States, and instead of the old boundary of the Penobscot being 
retained it was henceforward to be the St. Croix, identified with 
the present Shoodic, and thus a very important piece of sea coast 
was lost to Canada. Lake Champlain was also ceded, and no 
action was taken in regard to Vermont. It may be true that 
Vermont had little or no claim on the consideration of England, 
still she had since 1776 declared her loyalty to George III. This 
state had been regarded as part of New Hampshire, and all lands 
west of the Connecticut had been known as the New Hampshire 
grants. New York, however, had claimed these lands, and the 
king and council had recognised this daim, and steps were 
taken by New York to dispossess the settlers on these so-called 
New Hampshire grants. This led to hostilities, and in 1771 
Vermont declared her independence of both New York and New 
Hampshire, and in 1776 asked to be admitted as a fourteenth 
state into the Union. When this was refused she proffered her 
allegiance to the English king. On the 8th of August 1780 
Germaine wrote to Haldimand " If Vermont people could be in- 
duced to put themselves under the king's protection it would be 
of essential service." In January 1782 he again wrote that no 
effort should be neglected, and no money spared to bring in 
Vermont, and added that be had reason to believe that if Ver- 
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mont could be brought in Albany would soon follow. Yet 
in the negotiations for the treaty nothing seems to have been 
done regarding Vermont, and she was excluded by the boundary 
line laid down. Up to the very time of her being admitted as a 
founteenth state into the Union she was still seeking to connect 
herself with Canada, and the possession of Vermont would have 
given entire control of Lake Champlain, and the sanoaodiog 
country ; a country producing valuable timber, and from which 
in 1788 Vermont offered to supply timber for the Royal Navy; 
but a country too of varied surface, intersected with lakes, rivers, 
and defiles, and other natural obstacles, forming an admirable 
point d'arret to an invading army, and where Burgoyne fcHUld 
those difficulties which really led to his discomfiture. 

By the fifth article of the treaty with the United States it 
was agreed that those who had remained loyal to Great Britain 
should receive back their confiscated estates, and have the right 
of recovering any debt incurred up to that period, and Britain 
intimated to the States Congress that she would not hand over 
the posts ceded by the treaty unless compensation was made to 
the Royalists. The States, however, were reduced to extremity 
for want of money ; they had borrowed from France during the 
war eighteen millions of Hvres, and they wei« bound by a treaty 
with France to return this in twelve equal annual payments, with 
five per cent, interest. The Royalists, however, suffered so mnch 
persecution that they were obliged to abandon eveiything, and 
seek refuge in Canada. They numbered in all about twenty-five 
thousand, and of these five thousand sought a home in Nova 
Scotia. They had found the way lie^et by so many difficulties 
that when they reached their destination they were in a state of 
utter destitution. The larger number of the Royahsts were 
settled along the shores of the St. Lawrence, in the Niagara dis- 
trict, on the Bay of Quinte and the Ottawa valley. Too much 
can scarcely be said of the fortitude and determination of these 
fiimilies, or of their strong attachment to the Brituh crown, and 
as might have been expected they and their descendants have 
formed a valuable element of our population. 

But perhaps the most assailable part of the treaties were the 
articles dealing with the fisheries. The rights of the French have 
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all along been acknowleds^ed, thouf^h they liave been time and 
again a source of annoyance, and it were well if some compensa- 
tion should lead to the cession of these rights on the part of 
France. The United States, however, had no previous claim to 
the ase of the fisheries, yet they were ceded the right to fish any- 
where on the banks of Newfoundland, and in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, as lonf; as it was three miles from shore ; but they 
were not permitted to dry and cure fish on the Island of New- 
foundland, though they might do so in any of the unsettled bays, 
harbors, and creeks of Nova Scotia, the Magdalene Islands, and 
Labrador, but so soon as any of these were settled it would cease 
to be lawful, unless by agreement with the possessors of the land. 
This concession to the States was without any corresponding 
authorization for British subjects to fish on their coasts. The 
treaty with the States very plainly shows that Shelburne was so 
anxious for peace that he was ready to purchase it at any price, 
utterly regardless of the interests and the lawful rights of Cana- 
dians. In fact, so reckless was the conduct of the British gov- 
ernment that France took umbrage at it, and any opposition to 
the treaty arose chiefly with the French. The French minister 
Vergennes had for some time felt that the States had been look- 
ing entirely to their own interests, and not to the interest of their 
allies. He contended that the country of the great lakes was 
incontestably either a dependency of Canada, or the property of 
the Indians, and that the United States had no title to it. In No- 
vember 1782 he intimated to the ambassador at Madrid not to 
continue the war on account of the ambitious pretensions of the 
Americans, either with reference to the fisheries, or to the bound- 
aries. France he maintained had all along an interest in the 
Newfoundland fishery, and the French agents strongly denied 
the right of the Americans to unrestricted participation in it. 
The fishery of the broad sea they said is by natural law open to 
all ; coast fisheries, apart from express treaty provisions, be- 
long exclusively to the sovereign of the coast, and the Americans 
in ceasing to be British subjects had lost all right to fish upon an 
English coast. Had the English government held firm on this* 
point Congress was not in a position to insist on it ; but there 
was no one in the Cabinet sufficiently well-informed or sufficiently 
anxious to trouble himself in the matter, and the cession of the 
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fisheries was granted — a matter of constant irritation between 
the two governments ever since. 

The question of the Mississippi also excited opposition; the 
United States felt that the great west was their field for expan- 
sion, but bounded by Canada on the north, by Florida on the 
south, and the Mississippi on the west, their opportunities were 
too restricted. France and Spain, however, insisted on the 
Mississippi being the western boundary, and the British govern- 
ment claimed the free navigation of that river. Before the terms 
of the treaties were resolved on the negotiators of the States be- 
came violently hostile to Vergennes. Franklin wrote, "Jay 
thinks the French minister one of the greatest enemies of our 
country, that he would have straitened our boundaries to pre- 
vent the growth of our people, contracted our fisheries to ob- 
struct the increase of our seamen, and retained the Royalists 
among us to keep ns divided ; that he privately opposes all our 
negotiations with foreign courts, and afforded us during the war 
the assistance we received only to keep it alive that we might be 
so much the more weakened by it." It is not difficult to see the. 
spirit of which these words are the expression, but they are only 
the more remarkable considering how much France had done for 
the States during the war. As we have already remarked the 
interest of the two powers were essentially different, and when 
the war was near its close, and France began to realize the im- 
probability of her gaining possession of Canada she became 
anxious to maintain a balance of power in the west between 
England and the States, and in a letter to the agent of France in 
the States Vergennes virtually states this. 

In reviewing the concessions of the treaty with the United 
States Dr. Kingsford very well remarks : " No such treaty as I have 
recorded or the more deplorable Ashburton Treaty could again 
be forced upon us, for those days have passed away forever, 
when the outer provinces were overborne by the cast-iron un- 
bending theories conceived in the official mind of the London 
Colonial Office. It is now a beneficent practice of Great Britain 
in any negotiation in which Canada or any outer province of the 
Empire is interested that the points in dispute be represented by 
some responsible minister of the province interested." 

The increase of population through the immigration of the 
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Royalists, and the disbanding of some of the regiments, brought 
about a change in the government, and in lyqt vns passed the 
Quebec Government Act, which established Representative Gov- 
ernment in Canada, gave power to the Habeas Corpus Act, and 
separated the old Province of Quebec into two, Eastern or Lower 
Canada, and Western or Upper Canada. Lord Dorchester in his 
communications with the Home Government expressed strong 
doubts whether the time had arrived for such a change ; a 
division which separated the "ancient inhabitants" from the 
English before the ancient prejudices had had time to die out. 
In the change proposed there seems to have been a foreshadow- 
ing, whether in the mind of Dorchester or one of the English 
Cabinet, of a system somewhat similar to our prjcsent Dominion 
Government ; Nova Scotia and New Brunswick were to be unit- 
ed with the Canadian provinces, and there was to be a Governor- 
General, with a Lieutenant-Governor for the different provinces. 
Sir Alured Clark was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Lower 
Canada, and Lieut.-Col. John Graves Simcoe Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of Upper Canada. Simcoe was a man of much energy and 
independence, and was not satisfied with his position of subor- 
dinate to Lord Dorchester, with whom he conld not always 
agree, and after a short term of office he resigned. He had the 
strange idea of choosing the site and founding towns in Upper 
Canada, without regard to the iact that towns can only develop 
according to the advantages of their position, and cannot be 
founded by law or caprice. After the resignation of Simcoe Mr. 
Peter Russell was administrator of the government till the arrival 
of Gen. Hunter as Lieut.-Govemor of the province. Hunter 
died in 1805, when Mr. Alexander Grant held office till Sir' 
France Gore relieved him in August z8o6. Gen, Robert Prescott 
succeeded Lord Dorchester as Governor-General. Dorchester 
was distinguished by great ability and sterling integrity of char- 
acter, he proved himself worthy of the confidence and sympathy 
of the Home Government, while he gained the affection of all 
classes in Canada, and it was no easy position which fell to 
Prescott as Lord Dorchester's successor. It was long before the 
essentially distinct elements of the Canadians could settle down 
to anything like amicable arrangements, and even yet there is 
some degree of friction. The systems, political, social and 
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religfious, which are peculiar to each natioiiality» are very differ- 
ent, and it is ooly time and arataal concessions which can bring 
about a happy result ; but we are too anxious to hasten that time, 
forgetting that we ought not to try to force development, for 
wherever development has been forced it has rarely, if ever, been 
a healthy development, and more frequently has resulted in 
positive evil. Opposition and aggression from whatever side 
they may come have always called forth opposition and aggres- 
sion in return, and have proportionately hindered the progress of 
society. We should not forget that all nationalities and religions 
in Canada are on an equal footing, and that the welfare of our 
Dominion depends on the harmony with which the machine 
moves. We must respect each other's language, laws, and re- 
ligion ; each of these, in both instances, rests on a long historic 
past, and that we should each be proud of our respective lan- 
guage, of our legal and judicial system, and of our religious faith 
is not only natural but healthy and manly, and true nobility of 
character will best be evinced in showing all respect to what is 
dear to either of us. 

The tone of Dr. Kingsford's history is temperate and liberal, 
and his judgment of character and events is to onr mind very 
just. Dr. Kingsford will, however, have to condense his mate- 
rials, and his style very much, in order to bring bis history to a 
close in two more volumes. 
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Mr. Principal and Fellow-Students : 

IHAV£ addressed you as fellow-students, for I wish to 
impress apon yon the £Bu:t that yon must never cease to be 

students. 

The medical man who does not study or read will soon find 
himself falling behind in the race. He will soon be only a mere 

drone in the hive of busy workers. Perhaps no other profession 

requires so much study and constant reading to keep up with the 
times. Like the "busy housewife" our work is never done. It 
is often i6 out of the 24 hours, for when not occupied with pa- 
tients we must spend some of the time in reading. 

With such a busy life 1 believe it is the duty of every physi- 
cian occasionally to take a rest, it is better for himself and also 
for his patients. He should occasionally travel away from home 
so as to meet other medical men, and "see how they do it," 
while the Hospitals of the larger centres of civilization afford 
more material for experience and study. Such a visit will tend 
to broaden the mind, to give us better opinions of the work of 
others, and we return better for the rest, and invigorated both in 
body and mind, ready for hard work again, while our patients 
receive the benefit of our experience and renewed mental vigor 
and spirit. 

It was with such an object in view that nine years ago I left 
home for a few weeks to visit the Hospitals of New York, and 
took a post-graduate course at one of the institutions established 
for that purpose. It would be difficult to express the delight it 
afforded me to become a real stndent again, to listen to those 
lectures and practical bedside instructions, or to watch the 
operations performed by the leaders of our profession in that • 
great city. Besides the Polyclinic, I fiwquently visited Bellevne, 
St. Luke's, Mount Sinai, The Presbyterian, the Long Island College 
Hospital in Brooklyn and the Roosevelt Hospital. The latter is 
the first one in New York answering the full requirements for 
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isolated pavilion wards, and is most modern in its equipments. 
It is close to the College of Physicians and Surgeons, and it is 
here they principally get their clinics. In connection with this 
Hospital the McLean operating theatre for gynecological work 
was built in 1890 and is a model of its Irind. Lately the Syms 
operating theatre has been added at a cost of $200,000, with an 
endowment of $150,000 to keep it going. It is an elegant struo* 
tnre of brick with a glass dome roof, mosaic marble floor, and a 
wainscot of pure white marble reaching five feet from the floor. 
It has a seatinp^ capacity for 185, but as many as ^0 cottld be 
taken into its amphitheatre. 

There were two things that impressed me very forcibly at 
this visit: one was the marvellous results obtained by the anti- 
septic treatment of wounds, and the other was the presence and 
help of the trained nurse. To see joints opened, limbs saved, 
the cavities explored, and wounds heal uniformly without sup* 
puration, was a revelation to me. I saw much of this depended 
on a clean and intelligent nurse, and that a model hospital need- 
ed both these elements for success. So, immediately on my 
return I introduced the antiseptic system into our Hospital and 
agitated the question of trained nurses. The sequel is known to 
most of you, and the public interest which has since been taken 
in our Hospital has resulted in the development of an institution 
of which we may be very proud. I believe there is no city in 
Canada of the si^e of Kingston which has as well equipped a 
Hospital, or one which is doing as good work. 

I would like to tell yon of my visit four years ago, for the 
second time, to the Hospitals of Europe, and what I saw in 
London, Edinburgh, Berlin, Hambniigh, and that immense hos- 
pital in Vienna with its 3,000 beds, but my time is limited and I 
must pass over the delights of that visit and confine myself to the 
Hospitals of America. 

Last year while visiting the Chicago exhibition I went to see 
the Hospitals of that great, western, windy city. The largest is the 
Cook County Hospital, which has upwards of 1,000 beds, is old 
and dirty, but has done a great amount of good work. Quite 
near this is the Presbyterian Hospital, a more modern structure 
and with whose work are associated such familiar names ss 
Nicholas Senn, Fenger, Hamilton, Henrotteo, &c* One after* 
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nooD during two hoars one of these suri^eons showed us x6 pa- 
tients, operating upon nearly half of them and exhibiting the rest 
as results of the previous clinic. 

The College of Physicians and Surgeons is nearly opposite 
and I was shown through its well-stocked hiboratories and ele- 
gant class rooms by one of the professors. 

The " Mercy " and the " Michael Rees '* Hospitals wcU re- 
paid a visit, and one of the most pleasing institutions was the 
private Hospital of Dr. Streeter, which is elegance itself. 

On my way home I visited Detroit, where I met Dr. McLean, 
one of our former professors here, and was introduced by him to 
some of the staff of the Harper Hospital and saw some of their 
work such as the injection of Iodoform into diseased joints and 
the treatment of irremovable malignant tumors by inoculation of 
erysipelas. 

My next stop was Philadelphia. Here I called upon Dr. 
Joseph Price, who then had charge of the Preston Retreat as 
well as an elegant private Hospital of his own. From him I got 
many useful hints as to Hospital construction which have been 
embodied in our new Doran building and its management. I 
also visited the Presbyterian Hospital, a fine institution and one 
which is doing good work. The following day was spent in New 
York visiting the Polyclioic, Post-Graduate School, Bellevue and 
Roosevelt. 

Last Spring I had another very interesting and instructive 
visit to Philadelphia. Dr. Price was again exceedingly kind and 
I had the opportunity of seeing him daily at his private Hospital 
during the whole week doing splendid work. I also witnessed 
Dr. Baldys* operations at the Gynectan Hospital. He is author 
of the American text-book of Gynecology, and an exceedingly 
clever operator. Here I met Dr. Ferguson, of Winnipeg, who 
had just been appointed Professor of Surgery at the Post-Gradu* 
ate School of Chicago, and as we were both on the same mission 
it made it exceedingly pleasant and created a friendship which I 
hope will be lifelong. Together we visited the Pennsylvania 
Hospital where we met Dr. White, whose name was very fiimiliar 
to me as the opponent of Lawaon Tait in a controversy regard- 
ing the antiseptic method, and I had already conceived a very 
high regard for his professional ability. I thought his method of 
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cUoical instruction especially good. Having: called one of the 
Senior students down from his seat he questioned him before the 
class and assisted him through a most thorough and sifting ex- 
amination of the patient. Here we also met Dr. Keen (author 
of the American text-book of Sui^ecy) who was especially kind in 
showing us his clinical work. I was very much struck with the 
gentlemanly behaviour of the students. When Dr. Keen intro- 
duced us to the class of about 300 students they immediately 
rose to their feet and then quietly sat down. I was informed by 
one of the professors tliat matters of discipline arc always settled 
by the students themselves, so that it is never even necessary to 
bring matters of this kind before the faculty. 

The next week we spent at Baltimore visiting the Johns Hop- 
kins Hospital. This institution was built by means of a large 
fortune left by Johns Hopkins, a retired merchant, who died in 
1873. The building; was begun in 1875 and completed in 18.S9. 
The construction, heating, ventilation and drainage are of the 
most modern and scientific kind. The physiological and patho- 
logical laboratories are most complete and the teaching is entire- 
ly practical. We were very kindly received by Dr. Osier, a 
distinguished Canadian who is physician-in-chief, and by him 
were introduced to the other members of the staff. This Hospital 
is a model, probably one of the finest in the world, is doing some 
of the best work by perfecting recent methods, and encouraging 
recent research. Its workers are all enthusiasts and most pains- 
taking, while by means of the munificence of the founder it is 
being enabled to carry out a plan of advancement in medical and 
surgical training which is certain to have a beneficial effect on 
the profession at large and so upon the whole of humanity. Its 
medical school only began last session with 18 students* but its 
preliminary standard is a high one, for all must have either B.A. 
or B.Sc, and its training is purely practical and not didactic. 
Besides Dr. Osier, its other teachers have a wide reputation, Dr. 
Halste9d (surgery), Dr. Howard Kelly (gynecology), and Dr. 
Welch, (pathology). The week spent there was a delightful and 
profitable one, and will be a bright spot in my future reminis- 
cences. 

Last month while on my way home from St. John, N.B., 
where I attended the annual meeting of the Dominion Medical 
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Association, I stopped over for two days at Boston and visited 
the Massachusetts General Hospital, where I met some of the 
distinguished surgeons and saw a great deal of their work. The 
building is a very old one, its walls and pillars covered with ivy, 
and as I looked round the old operating theatre my mental vision 
went back to a scene which occurred here just 48 years ago. The 
scene was a memorable one. A recent inspection of a remark- 
able historical painting, yet unfinished in the studio of Mr. Robt. 
Hinckley, in Washington, brings the event to my mind. Look- 
ing at it, and recalling the words of an eye-witness, we may place 
ourselves back among that wondering group of physicians and 
spectators. Upon the table, about to be operated upon, lies the 
patient. Around him, in expectant attitudes, are grouped the 
surgeons. The Senior Warren stands writh knife uplifted, ready 
to make the first incision, his left hand grasping a laige vascular 
tumor upon the patient's neck. Stretching backward and up- 
ward, in the usual amphitheatre seats, is a sea of human ftices, 
doubt and wonder depicted upon them, for word had gone forth 
broadcast that, on this day, a test would be made of an agency 
to annul pain. Inserted in the floor beneath the table are great 
hooks of iron, beneath which ropes are carried to bind down the 
struggling patient. Near by, too, stand brawny attendants, 
whose strong and trained arms are even more efficient than 
ropes. In the background one sees the great padded doors, 
closed so that no agonizing shriek shall penetrate to any other 
part of the building. In the centre of the group stands a slight, 
but graceful tall young figure, in his right hand holding the in- 
haler from which he had just administered the ether, his left 
fallen listlessly away to his side, for his work was done. He has 
just said, " Dr. Warren, your patient is ready." At this point 
we turn to the words of our eye-witness. Turning to those pre- 
sent Dr. Warren had said, "As Dr. Morton has not arrived, I 
presume he is otherwise engaged," plainly conveying the impres- 
sion that Dr. Morton did not intend to come. A smile of 
derision swept across the faces of the audience. Once more 
disappointment, once more the impossible was to baffle human 
effort ; it was only one more medical humbug. At this moment 
Dr. Morton entered. One apprehensive glance at his patient to 
see if he was a good subject for ether ; one look at the audience 
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for a spark of sympathy* which be found aot, and he ttal at 

vnxk, Instracting his patient to breathe deep and l<mg» and to 
have confidence in him, he skilfully piloted him into that pro^ 
found state of ether narcotism we now know so well. It was 
then that he had said, "Dr. Warren, your patient is ready." 
) The first incision is made, and tliere is no sign of suffering. A 

I pin could have been heard to fall, so intense was the silence, 

i Dr. Warren quietly completed the operation, and inserted the 

stitches. Still no sign of pain, the patient slumbered as peace* 
fully as a child in happy dreams. Dr. Warren turned skwfy 
from that recumbent figure. Liking up at those eager faces, 
he quietly said, "Gentlemen, fkis is no bumbng." 

We are lost in admiration at the simplicity of this great event 
j ■ By reason of it the i6th of Oct., 1846, is forever made memor- 

able as long as man shall suffer pain. Quietly the news spread 
j over the civilized globe, and ether anaesthesia became the daily 

' practice of all surgeons, and a recognized obstetrical procedure, 

j A little more than a year later, Nov., 1847, Dr. Jas. Y. Simp- 

• son, of Edinburgh, Scotland, found another agent whicli he could 
! substitute for ether. It was chloroform. Fur this he was 
' knighted and otherwise honored without stint. But as to Dr. 
j Morton, the very greatness of his initial service to humani^ 

overwhelmed him. The world had obtained release from smgi- 
j cal agony, and having possession of it, cared not what became of 

J htm. It let him die in poverty, after years of vain Struggle. 

• Does any physician to-day pause to ask himself what portion of 
j the sum total of his reputation and success and income he de- 
j rived from the courage of that first public demonstrator, who 
i . faced a world's doubts in the persons of that august assemblage 
I in that old amphitheatre in Boston ? We fear not many. 

\ And now what lessons can we draw from this experience. I 

t think as teachers we must throw more enthusiasm into our work. 

I Let us bear in mind that the teaching of these young men is a 

sacred charge which we must try to conscientiously fulfil. We 
i must try to teach rather than lecture ; our work must be more 

practical, less didactic. Students are often treated like living 
photographs, we lecture at them and then we turn the examina- 
tion-handle and they speak it back again. Anatomy must be 
I taught, not by dry facts, but by dissections, frozen sections, and 

( 
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in its relation to physiology and the comparative anatomy of the 
lower animals. The museum could be made a fertile source of 
education. Bacteriology must have a prominent place, for I be- 
lieve in the near future every practitioner will have to know how 
to prepare artificial culture media, and be able to isolate the 
organisms of Diphtheria, Consumption and Cholera. 

And lastly, gentlemen, fellow-students, let me remind you of 
the lessons you may gather from what I have said. Be indus- 
trious and seize every opportunity of increasing your store of 
knowledge. One of the peculiarities of human nature is to be 
dissatisfied. While our aspirations are often higher than our 
power to satisfy them, still a noble ambition is praiseworthy. I 
have no patience with the man who thinks he is perfect, that he 
knows it all. One is struck with this on visiting a great medical 
centre, how little he knows after all, and how much it is possible 
yet to learn in his profession. Set before yourselves some ideal, 
the higher the better, for the very attempt to reach it will make 
you nobler and greater. Seek to obtain the respect and confi* 
dence of your feUow-stndents and teachers, and all with whom 
you come in contact. No amount of sktU or knowledge will com- 
pensate for the lack of gentlemanly manners. It would be hard 
to say which is the most tolerable — ^the man with mind and no 
manners, or the man with manners and no mind. I can serve 
no good purpose by enlarging upon the noble and exalted char- 
acter of the profession yon are just entering. Medicine is the 
noblest of inrofessions, the meanest of trades. 

Over the door of the Academy of Medicine in New York I 
observed this motto, ** Homines deos accedunt hominibus dando 
salutem," — "men most resemble the gods when they afford 
health to their fellowmen.*' Let each one of us therefore aim to 
add something to the sum total of medical knowledge while we 
strive to live lives of purity, of virtue, of honor, and honesty. Is 
it not grander to have lived a life void of offence towards all men, 
and to have discovered a remedy to allay pain or cure such pests 
as diphtheria or consumption or cholera, than to have conquered 
a nation, or ruled over a kingdom ? 

K. N. Femwick. 
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H£ wealth of life is almost incalculable. To say that there 



^ are over a million species of living animals and about 
150,000 species of plants, half of the animals being insects, gives 
one no idea of their numbers, for a million is unthinkable. How 
then does the student of Zoology make the acquaintance of such 
a vast number of animals ? He does not do it. It would take 
half a lifetime to learn their names, without learning anything of 
their various forms and physiology, not to speak of their every, 
day lives, their embryology or their relationships. The task 
would be simply hopeless, and no biologist of the present day 
ever attempts it. What does he do then ? Well, as a beginner 
he accepts the classification of animals current in recent years ; 
he studies the anatomy and physiology of a few animals belong- 
ing to the great divisions, such as a cat or dog, a bird, a snake, 
a frog, a fish, a crayfish, an insect, a worm, an oyster, a starfish, 
a sponge, an infusor, a bacillus. The careful dissection of a few 
dozen animals gives him an excelk nt idea of the structure of the 
million, for nature, as Lamark long ago observed, is adaptive 
rather than inventive ; she is conservative rather than radical. 
She began with very simple beginnings, with organisms that you 
can call neither animals nor plants — forms much lower than " the 
heaps of raw bacteria ** of which we hear so much now-a-days» 
and from these humUe forms, she built up new and higher forms, 
little by little, differentiating the parts, and dividing the labors of 
the parts until all the higher animals and plants were slowly but 
surely evolved. For life is a unit, not a dual thing. It exhibits 
itself to us in two great forms, vis., animal and plant, but the two 
great forms are not essentially diflferent. Everyone of course can 
distinguish a horse from an oak or a fish from a moss, but no one 
can point out the distinction t>etween the lowest forms of plant 
life and the lowest forms of animal life. Plants and animals 
spring from a common stock. The two forms of life have been 
likened to a tree with two great branches and a common trunk. 
The one branch would represent animal life, the other branch 
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vegetable life. Or the two forms may be likened to our letter Y, 
one representing animal life, the other vegjetable life, and both 
joined at the base. The hi^jher forms of animal and plant hfe 
are far apart at the top ; a child can see their differences ; but 
go down among the lower creatures and the differences gradually 
disappear, their resemblances become clearer, and finally no line 
of demarcation whatever can be seen to separate the one from 
the other. These firstlings of life occupy a muddy pool firom 
which flow away on all sides all the possibilities of higher Hfe. 
The naturalist as well as the poet s|>oke when Goethe celebrated 
Nature's wealth, ** In floods of life, in storm of activity, she 
moves and works above and beneath, working and weaving, an 
endless motion, birth and death, an infinite ocean, a changeful 
web, a glowing life ; she plies at the roaring loom of time, and 
weaves a living garment for God." 

Now in all this wealth of apimal and plant life what is there 
that is common to both ? In answer it may be said that there 
are three grand particulars in which they resemble each other : 
(i) in minute structure *(a) in their movements and (3) in their 
origin. 

First — Minute Structure. All animals and plants are made up 
of what we call cells, that is, of very minute portions of matter, 
placed side by side, and forming the bones, muscles, nerves and 
all the organs of the individual plant or animal. Each cell may 

roughly be said to consist of three parts ; an outside wall, an 
inner fluid portion called protoplasm, and a denser central portion 
within the protoplasm called the nucleus. You may form a very 
good notion of a cell if you think of a hen's c^^^. The shell will 
represent what we call the cell wall, the white of the egg will 
represent the fluid protoplasm, and the yolk will represent the 
nucleus. Birds, frogs, fish, insects, snails, sponges, oaks, pines, 
grasses, mosses, moulds — all have been picked to pieces and 
proved to consist of cells. There are small cells and big cells, 
short ones and long ones, flat ones and thick ones, lean ones and 
fat ones. There are blood cells and muscle cells, nerve cells and 
bone cells, stomach cells, and liver cells, brain cells and skin 
cells, and hair cells and nail cells, and taste cells and sight cells, 
nose cells, ear cells — cells from the crown of the head to the sole 
of the foot'Cells of every conceivable shape, sixe, and fonction. 
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Now, what u the difierence between one of tbe lower animab, 
say, a sponge, and one of the higher animals, say, a hone ? The 
answer is qoite simple, when yon have once grasped the idea of 
a eeU. The horse has a great many more cells in his body than 
the sponge has, and the cells are of a different kind. They are 
complex in one and simple in the other* Esmctly the same thing 
is tme of a simple plant like the yeast and a Mgfaer plant, say a 
maple. The yeast plant consists of a single cell, the maple of 
millions. Simpler animals than sponges consist, like the yeast 
plant, of a single cell. These single-celled animals perform all 
the functions that the higher animals perform. Though they 
have no limbs yet they move, though they have no month or 
stomach, they can eat and digest food; though they have no 
heart, or lungs, they can breathe and circulate the fluids of the 
body. In short, all the higher animal functions are performed 
by these one-celled animals. A one-celled animal is like a 
hermit, living alone and being hunter, farmer, cook, tailor, shoe- 
maker, blacksmith, carpenter — doing everything for himself. A 
many-celled animal is like a community of civilized people. Now, 
one of the characteristics of society is that there are classes of 
men, who do special kinds of work and do it for the whole com- 
munity, farmers, rnercliants, physicians, politicians, lawyers and 
such like. In animals made up of many cells, ail the cells do not 
do exactly the same kmd of work, as is the case with one-celled 
animals. On the contrary there are cells set apart for giving 
hardness and solidity to the body ; such cells are called bone 
cells. Then there are cells set apart for binding the bones to- 
gether — connective tissue cells ; cells to produce motion of the 
parts and of the whole body— [nuscle cells ; cells concerned in 
carrying nutritive matter to every part of the body and waste 
matter away — blood cells; cells for carry inj:,' impressions and mes- 
sages from part to part — nerve cells; cells for secreting saliva; 
gastric juice, bile ; cells for protection ; cells for hearing, for tast- 
ing, for smelling, for feeling. Every animal and plant is a city of 
cells. In Berlin I am told that some streets are inhabited entirely 
by bakers, some by tailors, some by bootmakers, and some by 
watchmakers. In other words, the division of labor has thrown 
the followers of the same occupation into the same streets. Now, 
in any one of the higher animals we find an analogous condition 
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of affairs. All the cells concerned in seeing are located in one part 
of the body — the eye ; all concerned in smelling are placed in the 
nose ; all concerned in tasting are located in the mouth, and so on. 
Similar cells grouped together in this way in different parts of the 
body and designed to do some special work constitute organs. 
Nor is this differentiation of cells confined to the higher animals. < 
The same thing exactly occurs in all the higher plants. There 
is this same division of labor. There are aggregations of cells to 
fix the plant in the ground and absorb nourishment — root cells ; 
other companies of cells to form the fiower and produce seed ; 
others to form the leaves and aid in respiration and evaporation ; 
others to promote the circulation of the sap ; and others again to 
give firmness and solidity to the whole organism. 

The protoplasm is the essential part of a cell. It is the mov- 
ing, sensitive, growing, irritable, living part of a cell. When it 
dies the cell is dead. The greater the quantity of healthy proto- 
plasm in a man the greater his energy, vitality; but a weakling is 
only half alive on account of the lack of this " physical basis of 
life." All the activities of life are carried on in the cells ; excre- 
tion» secretion, reproduction, sensation, thought, emotion, feeling 
— all are associated with the latent activities of protoplasm. 

Life in motion is'seen best in the cell. Its protoplasm is in 
ceaseless motion. Night and day during the life of the cell it 
travels on in endless circles within the cell wall. Through the 
tiny openings which generally connect cell with cell it streams, 
outward and inwards. It is as restl&s as the ocean, as sensitive 
as a nerve, as living as the soul. 

The manufacture of this protoplasm is a profound secret. 
Man with his scalpels, and needles, and microtomes, and stains, 
and microscopes can gain no admission to the factories in which 
it is made. He can sit and watch its ceaseless whirl as it circles 
round the cell, but he cannot fethom the mysteries of its work. 
The moment be lays his rough hands upon the cell, the machin- 
ery stops. He knows what raw materials enter the fectoiy, and 
he sees some of the products ; but he knows no more. He sees 
that carbon-dioxide, water, and the earthy and gaseous matters 
dissolved in water, are the crude materials out of which plant 
protoplasm is manufactured, and he knows that every acre of 
forest increases by hundreds of tons in weight every year, but be 
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is baffled in every attempt to discover how the protoplasm does 
this wonderful work. The manufacture of patent medicines, or 
Mr. Campbell White's chemicals, or De Krupp's big guns, are 
open secrets compared with the manufacture of protoplasm. 

But not merely are we ignorant of how protoplasm grows, we 
are ignorant also of how it secretes or makes many other sub- 
stances found in the celts of plants. Take for example starch. 
If you examine the leaf cf the potato, you find small starch 
granules stored up in the cell, during the day. At night these 
granules are changed to a soluble sugar, and conveyed away to 
some other part of the plant. How all this is done we know not. 
Nor do we know how hundreds of oils and jellies and gums and 
acids and odors are made in these living factories. 

We meet analogous mysteries in animal forms. Take a morsel 
of food into the mouth, and instantly the lact is telegraphed 
to a nerve centre in the hind brain. Out from that centre go 
other messages to the salivary glands to manufiicture saliva. 
The artery to that gland expands; more blood goes pouring 
through it ; the protoplasm responds to the stimulus and each 
cell sends out its quota of saliva to aid in the process of diges* 
tion. " Thirty-three chews to the bite," says Gladstone, " if you 
wish to have good digestion." But i.ooo chews to a bite 
would be of no avail, as dyspeptics well know, unless the protO' 
plasm of those cells manufactured the saliva. How do they do 
it ? How do the gastric cells of the stomach manufacture their 
juices? The nerve cells ^ct, muscle cells do their part, the 
gland cells theirs, and so on. How do they do it? How ? And 
the only answer we f^ct is an echo. 

You can now easily understand what is meant when we say 
that an animal or a plant "grows." It means simply that the 
cells composing' the organism increase in number. The smaller 
and younger the plant or animal, the fewer cells it has in its 
body; and the larger an animal or plant, then the more numer- 
ous the cells are; just as a hut contains a few hundred stones in 
its walls, and a luansion many thousands. The simile may be 
carried further, for just as the stones or bricks of a house are 
held together by mortar or cement, so the cells of an organism 
are fastened together by what is called intercellular or cement 
substance, secreted by the cell itself. 
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The manner in which cells increase in numher is interesting. 
The process is exactly the same in an animal as in a plant. I 
have watched it for hours in the e^gs of the sea-urchin, and I 
conld see no difference between cell division in it, and in, say, an 
onion. Each cell slowly constricts in the middle; the nucleus 
divides into two ; its halves travel to each end of the dividing 
cell ; the constriction deepens, and in about lO or 15 minutes 
each cell has become two. These two absorb nourishment, in- 
crease in size, divide again and give rise to four cells. These 
four produce 8, 16, 32, 64, and so on. 

Why a cell should divide into two after attaining a certain 
size, one can easily understand, at any rate, in the case of one- 
celled animals. For, the bulk of a cell when first formed bears, 
of course, a fixed proportion to its surface. Now, it is by its sur- 
face that a cell absorbs nourishment and excretes waste matters, 
and as a cell goes on increasing in size, "its bulk or volume in- 
creases more rapidly than its surface— as the cube to the square. 
For example, if at first the bulk be to the surface as i : i, then 
if the cell double its dimensions the bulk will become to the sur- 
face as 2 : I — and consequently the absorbing and excreting 
snrface becomes totally insnfllcient for the iprowing wants of the 
enlarging cell. It is a physical necessity therefore for the cell 
to divide. It must do this or something equivalent if it wonld 
continue to live. As soon, however, as division takes place, the 
absorbing and excreting surface again becomes sufficient for the 
wants of the two new cells, and life goes on. 

MovmtiU, The second great resemblance between an animal 
and a plant is that both are characterized by movement. Of 
course, if you .ask even a feirly-well educated person to mention 
one of marks which distinguish an animal from a plant, the 
chances are almost ten to one that he will say : ** Animals move 
and plants do not." Now, strange as it may seem to the unobserv- 
ant, it is nevertheless true that some plants move about all their 
lives, and all move to some extent. Their movements are more 
limited than those of the higher animals ; they live more sluggish 
lives, the majority cannot move from place to place, but then 
there are thousands of animals also which cannot move from 
place to place. Sponges, corals, sea-squirts, and barnacles are 
rooted for the whole or part of their lives to piles, rocks and reefs. 



Digitized by Google 



QUEEN'S QUARTERLY, 



as finnly as oaks to the hillnde. They never change their place. 
The seeids of the higher plants are often carried great distaooes, 
and the young tree may grow miles away from the parent stem, 
but in the case of corals and such like animals, cradle and grave 
are side by side. They are bom, mature, live and die in tbe 
same spot. Consequently, we cannot say that movement from 
place to place is an exclusive mark of animal life. Still less can 
we say tliat movement of parts or organs of animals is a distinct 
tive characteristic. For in almost every plant there is some 
movement of its parts. Trees are great lafff^ards in the race of 
life. Their movements are leisurely. In plants life is not so in- 
tense as in animals. There is no hurry. If "time were made 
for slaves," only, there are no slaves among the race. Life is at 
fever heat among birds and insects, but sluggards abound among 
cold-blooded crocodiles and lizards. Still, the most sluggish of 
animals are much more active than plants. Life is asleep to the 
one ; it wakes and works in the other. The one hoards its life 
products like a miser; the other seizes these savings and scatters 
them with a spendthrift hand. Five hundred or a thousand years 
is not a great age for a tree, but a Burns or a Keats live out their 
little span in as many months. "They toil not, neither do they 
spin," these plants — their movements are in leisurely circles, 
twining round tiny strings, climbing slowly up a mansion or a 
cathedral. Their flowers worship the sun-god, opening and 
closing like the morning glories with the growing and waning light 
of day. Their leaves rise and sink ; those of the sensitive pfamt 
droop at the slightest touch. Those of some of the insectivorous 
plants pierce their victims with spines and imprison them in a 
living grave. The stamens of many flowers dischafge poUea 
grains upon the insects which jostle them in search of honey. 
Vohox, a microscopic plant, rolls through the water with as stately 
a movement as a sea-monster, and diatoms march across the 
fields of view like a company of soldiers. The tip of the lOot of 
a secdlinj,' g^rows spirally downwards, thus gently moving and 
pressing the ground to one side, and making a path for itself into 
the depths of the earth. The buds and blossoms of all the higher 
plants grow upwards, tracing circles and eclipses as they rise and 
expand. Circumnutation— that is the technical word for it,-> 
seems to b^ a ^«ral law of vegetable life. |f any of you doqht 
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the statement, yon have only to repeat aome of Hooker's or Dar- 
win's experiments. Attach a long but very light needle to the 
leaves, bods or flowers of any of our common plants, and watch 
the tracings they will make upon blackened glass or paper, and 
yon will soon convince yourselves that movements among plants 
though not so extensive nor varied as among animals ate just as 
wonderful and quite as difiBcult to explain. No one, for example, 
can explain why the hop and the honeysuckle rotate from right 
to left, while the bean and the morninq; glory twine round their 
supports in the opposite direction. The cause of tlie rotation re- 
sides in the plant cells. There is no mechanism of muscles and 
nerves, of joint and sinew as in animals, but after all, the cause of 
the movements in both cases is in the cell or is due to some 
change in the cells. Every muscle fibre is a modified cell, and 
when a muscle contracts and produces motion of the parts, the 
muscle cells are the ones which produce the motion. And in a 
similar manner, the cause of the movements of plants, whether 
of root, stem, leaf or flower, resides in the cells. When I have 
said this, however, the riddle is by no means read. The mystery 
of life in motion is as great as ever. 

Their Origin. The third great resemblance between animals 
and plants is that both originate in the same way. Every plant 
from a diatom to a maple, and every animal from an amoeba to a 
man, begins life as a single cell. None of the oae-cdled plants 
or animals ever get beyond the one-celled stage — one celled th^ 
begin life and one-celled they end it. But the higher plants and 
animals— the multicellular ones as they are called, go on from 
the one-celled condition to two cells, then four cells, and finally 
to thousands and millions. You can easily verify this for your* 
selves. Go to any frog pond in the spring of the year, and watch 
the frogs' eyes developing. The egg is at first a single cell, then 
it becomes two-celled, then four, 16, 32, 64, 128, and so on until 
the original one cell has divided internally into a mass of minute 
cells. This is the first step in the Hfe history of any of the higher 
animals, and let me say in parenthesis that the lower plants and 
animals never get beyond this stage, The second step is the 
invagination of this mass of cells, that is, it becomes pushed in 
from one end, just as you might push in the end of the finger of 
ap empty glove. This tecond stage may be called the vmnhkht 



Digitized by Google 



3t6 QVBBN*S QUARTERLY. 

stage in the life history of a higher animal. The third stage is 
the one in which the form of the animal is dimly outlined — head, 
body, and spinal cord and vertebrae. But, at this stage, a very 
extraordinary sight is seen. Instead of the outlines of a diminu- 
tive frog, one sees distinctly the outlines of one of the lower 
fishes — with gills, gill-arches, tail, and tail-fin. In short the 
young frog is first a worm-like animal, then a fish-like one, and 
only after some months does it grow fore and hind limbs, lose its 
gills and tail and become a respectable-looking frog. 

If you study the development of the chick you will meet with 
a similar series of changes gradually following one another. Let 
us go over the steps, but before doing this, remember that the egg 
contains not merely the large germ cell, but also a supply of yolk 
food for the growing organism. Now, leaving out of considera- 
tion this food supply, the germ cell of the egg divides internally 
and forms a discoidal mass of minute cells. Then a worm-like 
stage occurs; then a fish-like stage ; an amphibian stage, a reptile 
stage and lastly a bird stage. Not however a bird stage such as 
we know the chick to be, but a grouse-like form, then that of a 
gaudy Indian bird, and finally the chick form — and all so gradu- 
ally, that you cannot tell where one ends and the other begins, 
and irresistibly reminding you of a series o£ dissolving views. 

Now, this hurried general statement of the stages in the de- 
velopment of the frog and the chick, prepares the way for the 
statement of what is known as the Law of Recapitulation, which 
means that a developing bird or mammal in its growth, from the 
egic to the adult form, repeats in a general way the development 
of the race. I mean that all the higher animals go over again in 
their development the history of the devebpment of their ances- 
try. The individual history is a recapitulation of the racial his- 
toiy ; and just as a frog or a chick begins life as an egg and goes 
successively through a morula stage, a worm-like stage, a fish-like 
stage, an amphibian stage, a reptile stage, and so on; so it is be- 
lieved by biologists that these are the stages through which all 
animals must have passed in becoming what they are to-day. 
The evolution of the race is summariised in the evolution of the 
individual. 

The higher plants, too, in their imperfect way, repeat in their 
growth from the germ cell to the adult form, the history of the 



^ J . .-Lo i.y Google 



PLANTS AND ANIMALS, 



317 



forms which preceded them. The repetition, of coarse, is slight, 
becaose plants have little to repeat ; but in a general way the 
law holds good in plant embryology as well as in animal embryo- 
logy. To b^in with, there is the germ cell. That divides and 
re-divides ontil the original cell or ovole is one miss of minnte 
cells. The lower plants go no farther than this. At this point 
the mother cell breaks and lets out the mass of cells, each one of 
which goes off and may produce a new plant. But in the higher 
plants this mass of cells divides into two parts, each half gradu- 
ally forming the two embryonic leaves and in some cases the be- 
ginning of a stem. Here again, therefore, the individual history 
is a recapitulation of the racial history. 

Not merely do all animals and plants start from a cell, but the 
higher ones in both kingdoms resemble each other in laying up a 
supply of nourishment for the young organism. The seed of a 
bean for example is nothing more than a tiny plant folded up in 
the smallest possible dimensions and surrounded with a supply of 
food. When such a seed is planted it does not die, as some peo- 
ple suppose. It absorbs moisture from the soil, the embryo 
leaves expand, the tiny stem grows spirally upwards, and the 
baby root spirally downwards. The life of a seed is just a con- 
tinuation of life handed down from the earliest times from plant 
to plant. There has been perfect physical continuity. There is 
no death of the seed ; if it died, there would be no plant. The 
seed, then, is just a tiny portion of the parent stem, folded up in 
a very small space, and provided with a supply of food until it is 
able to make its own way in the world. The eggs of birds, am- 
phibians and reptiles illustrate the same general law of life. 

A. P. Kniqht. 
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I HAD the honor of reading the following paper before the 
Kingston Historical Society, at its February meeting. It 
consists of the diary olf a Captain in the " Voltjgears Canadiens," 
while on detacliment duty at Kingston daring the snmmerof 1813. 
This article is therefore a translation from the original in Freocb, 
to which I have added a few notes. It contains so much of 
interest to the historian, the antiquarian, and even entertaining 
matter for the general reader, as told in the original text, that 
I have taken pains to depart from it as little as possible* I beg 
the reader to overlook Gallicisms, even if of frequent occurrence. 

This diary has been attributed to Captain Jacques Viger, who 
subsequently rose to great distinction in civil life, and in 1833 be- 
came first Mri\or of Montreal. I believe that portions of it ap- 
peared anonymously in a small periodical, printed in Montreal, 
about 1824. Viger's name, however, does not appear in the list 
of officers of the VoUigeurs for 1814. Had he resigned after the 
campaign of 1813 ? He had been most actively employed during; 
that year's operations, having been present at the attack on 
Sackctt*s Harbour, the siege and capture of Oswego, the battles 
of Chrystler*s Farm and Chateauguay, the engagements at the 
Four Corners and Lacolle, etc. The Voltigeurs R^ment was 
raised in Quebec in Ma} , 181 2, specially for the war. It was 
commanded by ('olonel de balaberry, the hero of Chateauguay. 
It was nearly exclusively composed of French-Canadians. It 
greatly distinguished itself in the field, but was disbanded in 

DIARY— TRAVEL TO UPPER CANADA IN 1813. 

April 1st,— On the first of the month I left St. Philippe, after 
having dined with my friend Sanguinet at La Tortue, and slept 
that night at Chateauguay, in a tavern kept by a doctor. 

On the and we left Chateauguay and dined at Isle Pemot, 
near the church. The village stands on an elevation, overlooking 
the lands of Chateauguay, the Lake of Two Mountains, and 
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further to the west the picturesque Coteau des C^res, dad with 
ever-green trees. At the foot of these hiUs are to be seen the 
canal cut through the rock to fecilitate the passage of the Cas- 
cades rapids. This canal crosses a point at the foot of the 
Cedres rapids; it is built with great care ; its margins are lined 
with stone masonry ; it is spanned by a handsome bridge well 
arched. This bridge was formerly the " Porte des ReooUets, or 
Recollet Gate,'* one of the city gates of Montreal.* In it I re- 
cognized an old friend, and at first experienced joy, which was 
soon followed by an opposite emotion ; it had, alas, lost the once 
familiar stains of time. Oh I this bridge, handsome and solid 
though it be, had lost for me the attraction of former days. 
Then it was tottering, it is true, and was threatening to crush 
the passer-by, but it was a ruin and worthy of my love and 
veneration. 

ComwaU or New Johnstown. — On the fourth we reach Corn- 
wall, as iveary and fatigued with the journey as we possibly 
could be. 

Cornwall is the first Upper Canadian town met with on the 
journey up to Kingston. It is well situated in a commodious 
cove, the outlet of a creek. The streets are wide and straight. 
It has a church, a court house, a jail and neat houses, all built of 
wood. The Government has a barracks hare and also maintains 
a small garrison. The building formerly known as " The Corn- 
wall College '* is now closed ; there is a school where children are 
taught to read and write. The ground owned by^ this town is 
quite extensive, but so far it consists mostly of building lots, sur- 
rounded by fences, three-fourths of which are vacant. Commerce 
flourished here before the declaration of war ; its college had a 
fair reputation. These advantages and its pretty site would have 
made it a town of some importance. A piece of paper — a mere 
document — with a few musket balls, have changed all this. The 
Temple of the Muses is deserted ; the merchant's yard measure 
is laid aside for the s^ille or the musket. 

Cornwall — otherwise New Johnstown — is the Capital of the 
District ; in its rear extends the County of Stormont. The 

•I have hcpn iinabti! to ascertain if this venerable city gate of Montreal is still extant, nor If the 
Canal relcrrwi to still exists. It had originally been made at the time of the War of Independence, 
■nd eolanwd and cebtiUt in 1709, ittoi, iSn, by Captaios Bruyem and Landmann. of the Royal 
Bi^liiMn: ItinnpnbiMrBti&|wrkidlliattteIUealktc»M imra«wl*dMftMd^ 
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French-Canadian Voyageurs know it still by the name of Pointe 
Maligne.* It is eif^hty miles distant from Montreal* 

On the 5th we journeyed but two leagues, and encamped at 
Mille Roches, the weather having become very bad. 

On the 6th we made an early start, passed the Long Sault, 
the *' Rapide Plat," and put up that evening at a Dutchman's 
named Chrystler ; he is a recruiting captain and landed proprie- 
tor, also owner of a very handsome establishment in the Town- 
ship of Williamsbaig.t All the officers put up at his house, and 
he placed moreover, at their disposal a large apartment for the use 
of the men. His wife equalled him in hospitality and civilities. 
She supplied them abundantly with fresh milk, vegetables, etc., — 
in a word, they treated us to all sorts of attentions. Captain Chry- 
stler is a well-to-do farmer, who lives as a gentleman. His lumber 
enterprises are enriching him rapidly. We were supplied here 
with most comfortable beds, and we left this hospitable home 
with regret, after partaking of an excellent '*ddjeuner a la (aun- 
chette." Chrystler, moreover, prevailed on me to leave my car« 
riage with him and to accept the use of his own— -a better one— 
and of his "confidential servant," who drove me as far as 
Cananocoui, and proved of the greatest assistance to me. 

On the morning of the 7th we started from Williamsburg, and 
encamped that evening at two leagues from the next village 
(Johnstown) in a niiseiabie cabin, where Indians had preceded 
us. We were famished, but found there no provisions whatever. 
Our hostess was one of those unfortunate creatures afflicted, I 
think, with innumerable imaginary ills. What a bore! If we 
asked for food she replied with full descriptions of her sufferings; 
if for a bed, then her tale of woe was rehearsed ; in despair we 
spoke French to her ; she nearly fainted with fright ; we thought 
best to retire for fear of a more deplorable contingency. 

The 8th we reached Johnstown, formerly Oswegatchie, in 
time for breakfast. Johnstown, Capital of the District of the 
same name, is situated in the Township of Edwardsburg in the 
County of Grenville. It fronts on the St. Lawrence, and is 120 

'Because here began tlie (iilTiculi accent of the Lonj; Snult. 

fThe battle of Chrystli-r's (.irin was fought here on the iStti. Oct., 1813, when 1.100 British troops 
and Canadian militia, iimipr Colonels Morrison and Harvey, defeated a.ixx? American troops, chiefly 
regulars, iif. irr 1 ,> ! < r.i! \S ilkinson. with a loss of 136 wounded and loi killed. The Briti»l loss WM 
I officer and mtn killed, and :<> otfictTs and ij; tneii woandcd. Croil, in his history of DuDilaa 
Countjr, says thai Captains Nairn and Clause, nt the 49th, and luisi^n Dp Louinier, of tlw VoMfONn* 
were killed during the acfion. l\e sajs ti^c Licitit^h force numbered only 6)o all told. 
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miles west of Montreal, It consists of a ooort house, a jail, a 
good lodging-house, a few private houses built along the public 
highway, also of a King's store-house or magazine. 

The sites of both (Johnstown and ComwaU^ were well chosen. 
The first is situated at the foot of the rapids Itnd enjoys the ex- 
panse and fair waters of Lake St. Francis, while bom the second 
at the head of the rapids vessels can sail to Queenstown on the 
Niagara River, and to all the other harbours and ports on Lake 
Ontario. 

The women, children and heavy impedimenta were left here 
to permit us to travel more rapidly. We now soon covered the 
three miles to Prescott or New Oswegatchie, also facing the 
river, in the Township of Augusta. This village is well built on 
a rocky prominence. It is also known by its ancient name of 
La Galette.* The buildings are not remarkable in appearance; 
it is true it is, however, the strongest military post we have yet 
come to. On the left of the village is an '* embarras " or chcveau 
de frise, made with interlaced branches, to render its approach 
from that side more difficult. At a short distance from and be- 
hind the town earth-works are being thrown up with fascined 
embrasures, where heavy artillery will soon be mounted. These 
* works are quadrangular in shape, surrounded by a moat. They 
will contain a redoubt, store-houses and casemated quarters for 
a goodly garrison. (It has since been named Fort Wellington.) 
To the west of the village there are also some batteries. The 
garrison at present consists of regulars and militia. 

tOn the south side of the river immediately opposite, on the 
banks of the Oswegatchie, are the ruins of an ancient fort, known 
to the English as Oswegatchie and to the French as Fort La- 
Presentation ; contiguous to it is the handsome and prosperous 
town of Ogdensburgh. The Americans have batteries there. 

Early on the morning of the ninth we reached Brockville 
(formerly Elizabethtown), 142 rniles from Montreal. This village 
is undoubtedly the best built and prettiest yet seen on the way 
up. Its buildings are handsome, even elegant. It fronts Eliza- 

'Point a la Galette is very often mentioned ia tbeoM French diaries from the time of La Salle ; at 
one time a small fort or entrenchnient existed tken. 

+Lt -Colonel GeorRe MacOonell (Red George* commanded here. On the Jind l-'cbruary preceding 
be h.'jd crossed over to OKdcnsburijii at the head of his re^^iment oi tencibles; lie li.id \<ut the garrison 
to flight, deatro/ed tfaeir oarTacka. arioed vessels, and rMuroed with 4 bcass cannon and 700 stand ot 
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bethtown Townsliip m the County of Leeds. The Rtnc:'s high- 
way is the only street, it is true, bnt it is wide, long and straight« 
Several large honses bnilt of brick and wood, some of them roofed 
with *'A rga masse *\{sie) line both sides of the road. On the most 
elevated part of the village, facing a public square, is a large edi- 
fice of brick, recently built ; it is the court house. For the pre- 
sent it is used for the triple purpose of church, jail and guard- 
house. This village recently took the name of Brockville when 
General Brock was promoted to the Presidency of Upper Canada. 

There are several sawmills in Upper Canada operating sev- 
eral saws, but Mr. Jones' mill at Brockville is known far and 
wide as the *' 14 sawmill," and among the batteaumen and voy- 
ageurs to go to the "14 SawmiU,** means to go to Brockville and 
nowhere else. 

i4/nl uih. — Cananocoui is a small military station, thirty-four 
miles from Brockville ; it is also situated in the County of Leeds 
on the St. Lawrence. It is named from a river which takes its 
source in a chain of lakes in the interior. I noticed here a re- 
donbt, manned by a few militiamen, three or four houses, a large 
bridge, a fine waterfall, and again a " 14 saw mill " — that's all. 
From Brockville upwards the road is hewn through a continuous 
forest of very lofty trees. We here see the St. Lawrence for a 
while but soon penetrate the forest, from which we emerge again 
only at Kingston, the ancient Cataraooui, 35 miles distant.* 

" The Land Journey from Montreal to Kingston, formeriy Catara' 
coni" — ^When you travel from Montreal to Kingston you keep the 
St. Lawrence in sight until you have reached six miles beyond 
Brockville. The roads are 'good enough, particulariy so from 
Cornwall westward. Six miles above Brockville the woods com- 
mence ; the roads here are unpleasant, long stretches of corduroy 
bridge the swamps and low grounds, bridges remarkably solid, 
some long and lofty, span creeks and fairly-wide rivers. With 
the exception of at Cananocoui, for a short distance, the River 
St. Lawrence is lost to view. The soil is mostly rocky, yet well 
wooded. 

The first part of the journey is made most pleasant by the 
view of the great river. Although in parts it is not wider than 

*An «Ror: It l« only i8 nUlet. 
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the lengtb of a mnsket shot, yet in others it widens and offers a 
most majestic spectacle. Heie it flows through banks covered 
with verdure, there it mns swiftly, in others it rashes with fury, 
cresting its waves with foam — ^a most impressive sight. The 
banks, verdure-clad, bend towards its raging waters, while num- 
erous rivulets and rivers pour their floods within its capacious 
flanks. Elsewhere majestic forest trees cast their deep shades 
upon its waters, crown its course with their lofty heads— an im- 
mortal crown indeed. Such is the St. Lawrence ; but that is not 
alL Imagine a long street, lined on both sides with houses built 
of wood or stone, painted in gay colours, islands of all shapes and 
sizes mirrored in its azure waters; picture to yourself all these 
objects repeated over and over a^ain for the delectation of the 
admirers of nature ; such is the St. Lawrence. But leave these 
pleasant scenes to penetrate the dark forests, the rocky breaks, 
the swamps, which are to be found, for instance» between Brock- 
ville and Kingston, what a contrast ! Trees of great height cast 
their deep and sombre shadows and close on all sides the view ; 
dark and mournful looking rocks throw a gloom on everything, 
not exceptinpf the soul of the traveller. A cleft in the rocks gives 
passa<^e to a torrent, spanned by a brid^^^e fixed to both its per- 
pendicular sides. These sombre scenes are not, however, with- 
out their grandeur and poetry ; they suggest thoughts which are 
as a gleam of sunshine to the weary wayfarer. These rapid 
tumultuous streams foster, however, prospering industries, which 
have arisen on their banks, in the shape of grist, saw and fulling 
mills. 

Kiii[^ston or Cataracoui. — The town of Kingston at the n. e, ex- 
tremity of Lake Ontario in the County of Frontenac, lies under 
44* 8' n. lat. and 71" 41' w. long, from Greenwich. It is the 
Capital of the Midland District- It is built on very rocky ground; 
whenever the foundations of a house are to be made they are dug 
out of solid rock. "This stone," says Liancourt, "has the re- 
markable qualities of being easy to cut and of hardening after- 
wards when exposed to the air; it is not split by the action of 
frost."* Notwithstanding this, the houses — which are consider- 
able in number — are mostly built of wood. 

*Tlic writer was certainly mitinforiDed ; no one can claim these qualities far the Kingston lime- 
tlom. 
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This town stands on the site of old Fort Ffontennci a few of 
its remains are still to be seen. The Indians gave this place the 
name of Cataracooi, which means '* Clay Soil." The town is on 
a point of land ; it is built with good taste ; the streets lie mostly 

at right angles, they are straight and wride. On its eastern limits 
are the barracks and the King's Store-houses. The barracks, 
built partly of stone and partly of wood, are two stories high; 
th^ 6ice a large square. A tower* now used as a powder maga- 
zine, and a triangular structure near the artillery barracks are 
the last vestiges of the French constructions. The remains of an 
earth-work, built by Bradstreet, who captured the fort from the 
French in 1758, are still to be seen. Two large wooden buildings 
towards the centre of the town are used as a military hospital. 

Kingston is divided in two portions by a central square, which 
is used as a parade ground by the troops ; there is also a market 
building, and opposite it is the Anglican Church; both are of 
wood. To the right of the square are the court house and the 
cafff (hotel) ; both are of stone and two stories high. The latter 
is an excellent house in every respect, but the former is built in 
bad taste. On its j^roimd floor are the kitchen and jail, the upj>er 
flat is divided into two a[)artments the largest is used by the 
Courts of Justice, the Sessions sit in October and April annually ; 
one of the apartments is used as a library, consisting of 400 or 
500 volumes,! the annual subscription to which is 20 shillings. 

A §teacher of considerable reputation keeps a school, which 
is very well patronized. With aid from the seminaries and in- 
habitants of Lower Canada a Roman Catholic Church of stone 
was erected ; the interior is unfinished. It is used at present a? a 
public hospital. An old wooden house, which was brought up a 
few years ago from one of the neighbouring islands, is now " the 
Commandant's" house; it is by no means handsome, but is 
prettily situated. | 

*TIW foundations of this tower are verv distinctly visible to this day (1894) in the Bamck tqUN; 
TcMdu Pont Barmclu, near the ball allcv. Accordint; to S)u ritt Ferguson, the oriKinal (tractor* 
ms not demolished until the thirties. A slnKuUr trianf;ular foundatk» can be traced on this squars, 
lu object cannot be easily determined, but may have beien similar totbetNie referred to in the diary. 

tAt present iliu Uritish Aiin'iion liotel ; the older j>ortion of the hotel, comer ol Clarence and King, 
was built about t >■ i- 

'.A Kondly numtxT of t)ii-sc voiuinL's arr to be found in the Library of the pCMOOt ItoclMOics' 
Institute 

*Thf- Ki V John Str.ichan, afterwards Archdeacon and first Hinhop of Toronto. 
Ttip building rt-ft-rred to was the old Macaulay restJcnct-, wliicti was tiii.itLt) i,n .1 raft from Cjric 
tan Island to Kingston about itloj. It it now Cowdy'ik butcher shop, corner of Uutario and Friuce^s 
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The remains of a moat or ditch, also of a glacis, constructed 
by the French, can still be seen on the public square. To the 
west is Point Mississaga, and still further west is Point Mumey. 
These two important Points are fortified; batteries have been 
erected there* The interior of the first is laced with heavy square 
thnber. In the rear of the town and on the right flank have been 
erected, recently, several redoubts, part of stone and part of 
wood ; they defend the approaches from the north. Other de* 
fensive approaches have also been made. 

The land behind Kingston slopes bp gently. To the front is a 
bay, running 5 miles to the north. The Government has there 
magnificent mills.* This bay forms a fine harbor, where vessels 
can be secured most comfortably for wintering. The opposite 

shore, to the east, is cut into three points — the two furthest are 
quite high, but the middle one is of all others the loftiest 
spot in the neighbourhood. The furthest of these is known as 
Point Hamiltont ; it is thickly wooded. Off its shore is Cedar 
Island, which is rocky, and quite recently laid bare of all its trees. 
On this island is a telegraph or signalling station, in view of 
Snake Island far out in the lake, and of other similar stations to- 
wards Cananocoui. The middle point is known as Point Henry ; it 
has also been cleared of wood, with the object of planting there a 
camp of observation. It is proposed to erect here extensive for- 
tifications. The nearest Point was formerly named Point Haldi- 
mand ; this h^is been changed to Frederick or Navy Point. It is 
a very level piece of ground and low lying; it is well fortified. 
Between these two points is Navy Bay, occupied by the naval 
building yard and admiralty buildings. Troops are always quar- 
tered here in separate and very comfortable quarters. A hulk is 
moored in the bay between the two Points ; it is used for hospi- 
tal purposes. The security of Kingston on the water side de- 
pends on the co-operation of the batteries of Points Frederick and 
Mississaga, and the cross fire from these two points if well 
directed should make the entrance of the harbor an impos- 
silnlity. 

All the supplies for the Upper Countries pass through King- 
ton ; it is also the principal depot of military stores, provisions, 

The Kiagalon Mills, live miles trom the town. 
tNow Cartwilglu't Pdat. 
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etc. All these stores are usually brought here from Mootreal in 
batteaus; large lake vessels in ooDsequenoe seldom go farther 
down the river, although the largest of them could easily reach 
Prescott, but the channel is narrow and the return could only be 
accomplished writh the aid of a favorable wind. The first French 
vessels which navigated Lake Ontario were constructed at Cata- 
racoui by M. de la Salle.* 

Before 1784 tliis town was merely n military post where the 
King's stores and tlie trading; houses of a few private individuals 
had been erected. It is from these comparatively recent begin- 
nings that its present proportions have been reached; its com- 
merce is prosperous. 

The lands in the immediate neighbourhood are of indifferent 
quality; they are, liowever, of far better quality two or three 
miles away ; they are being rapidly settled. The climate is good. 
** Larochefoucauld IJancourt says that its calcareous stone beds 
"are of the clayey type — fine grained and dark grey in colour. 
"The boulders, like elsewhere on the shores of Lake Ontario, are 
"of various sorts — schists and quartz; there are also layers of 
"granite. Large boulders, dark in color, resembling bazalt and 
" sandstones containing fossil remains, are frequently met with.*' 
Three miles back of the town flows a creek which has retained 
the name of Cataraooui. It Is fairly wide, sluggish, very muddy, 
and its margins are fringed with bushes. It is crossed by the 
York Road. At the head of the bridge a small entrenchment with 
embrasures for cannon has been erected. 

The Abbe Goif/iit.t— Several families from Lower Canada are 
domiciled here, but they can claim neither rank nor fortune ; two 
or three at the utmost live in comfort. The only French-Cana- 
dian one can associate with, with pleasure and profit, is the Mis- 
sionary Gaulin, a trufy learned, clever and witty man. He is a 
native of Quebec ; he speaks English with perfect ease. No one 
excels him in public esteem, and no one so well deserves it. His 
virtues, his learning, manners, patriotism — all in this worthy 

■ During th« last yna% nl Port FroateBae wider the French, they malntainad ott Ontirte. • 

flotilla ot from ten to twrlvp vesseig; some 3 masted of about joo tons burthen, carrylnjt » Kuns, 4, 
6 atiJ la (Kjunilers. 

tReuii Gi4ulin, bnrn .it Ocifber, junr y\ '7*^7- "rdaitifd Priest in iHii. was ihcrofore quitft a young 
mtn wb<>n hi- tirst caiiu- v> Kir\>;ston as niissi n tr\ , 1 r. m isi', i.Sjj hr served in a similar capa- 
city in Nnvj Sc itia ; lie iXwri •.pent ten years in tiie iluxi-se u{ Sluntrf-ai as parish Priest. In 1833 he 
was ciiri'-ff r.itr<l coadjutor Uisnop to Monsignor Alex.inder Macdotineir, first Hishupof Kingston. He 
fcucce«<l«d him in the See in 1(141 ; retired throuKb lil tioalib in 1U44 ; and died on ibe ttlh of May, 
ia37> Ha was lii||hl7C*ie«ned«Dd beloved braiC 
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priest and loyal compatriot — combine to secure him fovotmble 
reception wherever he presents himself, and causes him to t>e de- 
sired whenever absent. For our militiamen to know him was to 
love him, and to us, in this plight, the Abbe Gaulin has been a 
most precious friend 

Liculenant-Colunel Drummond.* — The light company of the 
104th Repfiment was encamped at Point Henry when we took up 
our quarters there. Major Drummond, a Lieutenant-Colonel of 
the Provincial Militia, was Commandant.t I cannot help mak- 
ing a special mention of this brave and excellent officer. In April 
last he came up to Kingston with me, together with two com- 
panies of his regiment. We both put up at the same lodgings in 
Cornwall, and I had the honour of dining with him. During these 
few moments I formed the very highest opinion of him. He is 
one of those men who inspire affectton at sight, and who win 
your respect and confidence even before becoming intimate. 
I had proof that my high estimate of his character was per- 
fectly justified. My further relations with him fully convinced 
me that I had nowise over-estimated bis worth. The Colonel 
is above the medium in height, has a dignified appearance, 
regular and clear-cut features and a charming expression. Some 
might think that he seems satisfied with his own personal appear- 
ance. I for one would feel disposed to forgive him this weakness, 
if it exists, for it would not be without considerable show of rea- 
son. He speaks French most correctly, with no foreign accent 
whatever; he expresses himself gracefully and with kindness. 
He is easy of access and not at all repellent in manner as is 
so often the case with officers of his rank and even junior rank. 
Whoever you may be you are received with kindness, listened to 
with attention ; l:is politeness and manners are never wanting. 
To his many accrnnplishments Col. Drummond adds thai of a 
knowledge of medicine. I have often seen him dress the wounds 
and administer medicme to his own men and to our \'oltigeurs 
when the doctor was not at hand, and these services were all the 
more appreciated on account of his great suavity of manner. 
So many estimable qualities, together with his reputation for 

'Killed at the assault on Fort Erip, on thn i5ih of August, 1813. 

fin the Army List for 1812. William Drummond appears as Senior-Major of the 104th RpKinient. at 
ths time atetmiod io New Bninewick. The RegUncot wm ordeted to Upper Canada during tlie 
winter of t8is. ItmaidiedantlMdlMMioBfran PkvdarleionieOiiebee onehowilioee. 
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! courage, so well sustained at the late attack on Sackett's Har- 

I hour, caused hitn to be idolized by the officers, his own men aod 

« the Voltigeurs. 

On the 29th of April I was officer 00 duty, and that nigbt, 
aboot midnight, the alarm was sounded* I was then asle^ in 
the guard house. The news of the ^1 of York* had just been 
received, and it was believed that Brother Jonathan was marching 
down towards Kingston. 
; This news of the first success of the Americans during this 

war caused a deep impression on all, and many were the rumours 
I which Hew round. York in itself was not of supreme moment, 

' but with it were lost an armed vessel and another about to be 

I launched, together with considerable supplies of all sorts for the 

, troops furtlier to the front and in the west. 

I A sudden call to arms is liable to cause a certain amouot of 

excitement and confusion, which led on this occaition to the death 
\ of one of our Voltigeurs, the first which had occurred since we 

! have come here. At the first call the men seised their muskets ; 

i one of them, by mistake, picked up one which was not hb own ; 

' it happened to be loaded with ball. He was tightening on the 

j flint when it suddenly went off. The charge lodged itself in the 

back of a young man named Laframboise, who died a few hours 
after. A similar accident nearly happened to a soldier of the 
104th Regiment in the adjoinine: barrack room, only in this case 
j * the ball buried itself in a chunk of pork which one of his com* 

f rades held in his hand. 

I (To bt CtmlSmud,) 



•The Capital ol I'pjK^r ("An»da had car>iiu1at^ to the Americans on the rrth of this mcnih Thf 
eneniv had lo v«"iv>)«. : t w.ir, under C'onini'>1ore ("hauncev, and 2,}oo men. under General I>carbofti, 
lu etjrci a landiuf: .•n.l ituck, wbilt- i"'»-iifr.tl bhrjtlt!. wha cotmnaiuJed this unfortified |Jlace,couM 
appose but (km men— halt of whom were mihtUmen. Notwitfasmtdiim this inferiority inawnben| 
SMMle did not hesluie lo ofl«r teiite. The Undine of the Amerieaw was eflect«d udv GmmI 
nin^ who Dcrislied «i tbc nioipent ot rictocy by U»ee»ploriOB «l» powder Bii<*rine, wNw Qtt ^"9^ 
had mirad. but on boinn farced to evacoMc it, blow It ofk. (Fool aoie opacBdod i^lbo wfkarcilM 
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SOCIAL EVOLUTION, ACCORDING TO MR. KIDD. 

THE most complex and tangled skein of relations which the 
mind of man finds itself tempted to unravel, is presented 
by man himself in his social relations. 

To many of those whose chief field of study has been some 
branch of the exact sciences, there seems to be legitimate ground 
for reproaching the students of society for the very slow progress * 
which they make in developing a body of clear-cut and universal 
principles which will afTord an accurate and adequate explanation 
of society. Such principles of social life* and progress as have 
been most definitely expressed still lack firmness of body and 
sharpness of outline, while the great mass of minor principles are 
so fluid in their nature, so vaiiously outlined and defined, and so 
uncertain in their range that they appear hardly deserving to be 
called scientific. 

The explanation is, simply, that in society we find a realm 
where nature reaches her fullest and richest spiritual expression, 
an expression which even in its stablest forms is the joint pro- 
duct of a multitude of plastic, subtle and evanescent influences. 
Here is the meetinp^ and mingling place of the concrete and the 
ideal, the actual and the possible, not to mention all the abortive 
attempts at the impossible both concrete and ideal. 

Obviously here is a field which requires a very different treat- 
ment from that which succeeds in the mathematical, physical or 
biological sciences. True, the basis of society is a number of 
animal organisms, and the basis of wealth is a number of physi- 
cal objects. But the animal organisms are the instruments of 
spiritual social purposes, and the physical objects as wealth are 
the means to social ends. 

Nevertheless there is a type of mind which firmly believes 
that society may be explained by one or two rigid and universal 
principles, that all its disorders may be traced tcf one or two uni- 
versal causes, and may be cured by one or two universal reme- 
dies. Every now and again some one proclaims the discovery 
of a simple, clear-cut, in^llible solution of all historical and 
^ial problems. 
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The last, and in some respects tfaa most interestinj;, is the 

sclieme of Mr. Benjamin Kidd, as presented in his work on 
Social Evolution. Mr. Kidd tackles the problem with the imple- 
ments of biolofi^. Biology, it is said, deals with organic life and 
has successfully formulated the laws of its development. Bat 
society is also an organism, therefore biology is perfectly com- 
petent to deal with it without changing; its instruments. Social 
evolution is a form of organic evolution ; this is Mr. Kidd's great 
discovery, and he marvels much that no one had recognized and 
followed it out before. All the reputed authorities in history, 
political science, theology and philosophy have hitherto been 
groping about in Egyptian darkness, making foolish, random 
guesses as to what human life meant. Judging from the criti- 
cisms they have made on his book, Mr. Ki(kl concludes, in the 
February number of The Ninteenth Century y that they intend to 
remain in their dark and unscientihc condition. He finds that 
only those who have not made a special study of these branches 
of knowledge, have recognized the truth of his discovery. Some- 
what pathetically lie concludes that he must wait for the next 
generation to fully appreciate his labours. It is a trifle em- 
barrassing to attempt the critical estimation of a book when 
the author warns one, to begin with, that if the criticism is 
adverse it shows a mind darkened by preconceptions, and if the 
criticism is favourable it indicates no previous training in the 
subjects, and therefore no adequate grasp of the truth. Mr. Kidd 
naively insinuates that his book is likely to occupy in time the 
same position with reference to social science that the Origin of 
Species does with reference to biological science. The paralld 
sets off badly, however, for the Origin of Species passed through 
the experts to the populace, while Social Evolution, like Progress 
and Poverty which it greatly resembles in method and purpose, 
has begun with the populace and can only hope for the experts in 
the next generation. Meantime the book is being read by thou- 
sands, and some critical estimate is looked for ; so, forgetting for 
a time that it transcends our critical capacity, let us treat it as an 
ordinary human production. 

Divesting the argument of its inflated and somewhat hysteri- 
ca] padding, and reducing the numerous superlatives to a com- 
parative standing at most, we may state the case baldly and 
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briefly, as fellows. Biological^ man is an animal* But biological 
science shows that the tendency to retrogression is so strong in the 
animal world that more than one-half of the race must be sacri- 
ficed in order that the race, as a race, may progress. This immense 
sacrifice is secured by the well-known process of natural selec- 
tion, through the impulse of blind instinct. Under these condi- 
tions the race which was afterwards to become human made its 
progress. But when these animal progenitors of man began to 
develop reason and to employ it as an instrument superior to in- 
stinct for self-preservation and satisfaction, it inevitably led to a 
recognition of the distinction between the interests of the indivi- 
vidual and of the race. Now reason, it is assumed, knows no 
other irUciest than that of the individual, and this is the condi- 
tion of the individual's efficiency. Reason is but a function of the 
individual organism. Having no interest in the race it will never 
induce the individual to sacrifice his ease or well-bemg for the 
.good of the race,— (juite the reverse. But, man being subject 
to retrogression, without self-sacrifice there is no racial progress 
possible. Hence, under the guidance of reason alone, the human 
race would be arrested in its development on the very threshold 
of its career. 

Obviously this arrestment did not take place ; so there must 
have been some influence more powerful than reason which en- 
forced sacrifice. What has it been ? It cannot, of course, be in 
any sense rational, neither can it be simply non-rational or indif- 
ferent to reason, it must be actively irrational or opposed to rea* 
son as regards the whole range of self-sacrifice in the interest of 
the race at least. It must also be ultra- or super-rational as 
capable of subduing reason in its natural opposition to social 
wdl-being. If, then, reason is the instrument of individualism, 
this opposing power will be the instrument of altruism. Reason 
is the chief function and guide of the individual organism. 
Its opponent is the chief function and gnide of the social organ- 
ism. By what name do we know this mysterious power as it has 
worked in the world? Obviously, says Mr. Kidd, it is religion. 

Now observe some of the consequences of this important dis- 
covery. Just as reason in general is the common name given to 
the rational element as exhibited in concrete organic individuals, 
each one with an individuality, character and life-object of his 
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own ; so religion in general is the oommon name given to 
the religious element as exhibited in concrete organic societies, 
each one with an individuality, character and life-object of its 
own. In Mr. Kidd's condensation in the NintutUh Century &x 
February, this central feature of the new discovery is thus ex- 
pressed: " The social system, founded on a form of religious be- 
lief, forms an organic growth, which is the seat of a series of his- 
torical phenomena unfolding themselves in obedience to laws that 
may be enunciated." These laws, of course, are biological. 
Thus we are told that the social sphere of Christianity forms 
one organism, to be treated as a single organic unit ; Mahome- 
tanism is the soul or spirit of another organism, and so on. 
Again, observe the relation of these organisms —the rational and 
the religious — to one another. Just as in the rational, human 
organism the organs gather strength and vitality to themselves, 
according to laws which have nothing to do with reason, but 
which reason may overcome and contradict for a time by draw- 
ing on the strength and vitality of an organ for rational objects, 
which are not the objects of this or that organ but of the whole 
organism ; so in the irrational, religious or social organism the 
rational individual gathers together, under the influence of rea- 
son, everything which will tend to his individnal wel&re regard- 
less of other individuals, until the religious, altruistic spirit, over- 
coming his will and contradicting his reason for a time, draws on 
his accumulated power or wealth for rational objects, which . 
are not the objects of this or that individual but of the whole 
social organism. To state this in Mr. Kidd's own language : 
"The process at work in human society is always develop- 
ing two inherently antagonistic but complementary tenden- 
cies; namely, (i) the tendency requiring the increasing subor- 
dination of the individual to society, and (s) the rationalistic 
tendency leading the individual at the same time to question, 
with increasing insistence, the authority of the claims lequhring 
him tu submit to a process of social order in which he has abso- 
lutely no interest, and which is operating largely in the interests 
of unborn generations. In a healthy and progressive society, the 
fundamental principle of its existence is, that the second tendency 
must be continually subordinated to the first. But the ioteUect 
has BO power to effect this si|bQr^ina^tioiit" 
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This, then, as Mr. Kidd himself insists, is the centre of his 
system, and amid all the criticisms of his book which he has seen 
not one of them has ventured to attack this citadel. The 
critics have spent their ammunition on the outworks, most of 
which might be sacrificed, he thinks, without affecting the cen> 
tral stronghold. This might well be, for the greater part of the 
t)ook is a mere tangle of outworks having little or no connection 
with the central principle, but simply tending to obscure tt. 
Most people have been so diverted and entertained in the con- 
templation of these outworks that they have not discovered that 
there was any central structure in the midst of them, hence Mr. 
Kidd*s pathetic acknowledgement that the admirers of the book 
are not aware of its real meaning. 

When once we have grasped the central biological principles 
of the book, we see that the revolution which awaits the next 
generation in the teaching of history, political science, religion, 
philosophy, art and literature will be overwhelmingly humiliat- 
ing for the present authorities in these lines. Mr. Kidd, mdeed, 
shows remarkable tenderness for the feelings of these unfor- 
tunates in his very mild indication that as regards a comprehen- 
sive and adequate view of their subjects they are still in the mists 
of the dark ages. But the conqueror can afford to be gracious 
to his helpless and disarmed opponents. 

Just imagine, however, how extremely Egyptian is the dark- 
ness in which those grope who believe ;>nd teach that religion is 
based on ideas ; that Christianity, for instance, was propa^^atcd 
by precept and example, appealing to the rational and personal 
needs of men through the intellectual media of language and ideas. 
How blinking and sheepish they would appear if brought into the 
noonday glare of the troth that Christianity is* simply the biolo- 
gical principle in a certain social organism composed of western 
civilisation, and that as regards the individual it is something " in 
which he has absolutely no interest," and which he can neither 
help nor hinder by inteUectnal methods. 

Of course the coming generation will build no churches and 
support no clergymen or other ecclesiastical machinery operating 
by inteUectnal methods, for it is as impossible to persuade 
people to become Christians as it is to persuade them to circu- 
Ifi^.fhi^ir blqof]. |9ev^he|e8S man^ c|er|ymen| strol]iDg ^boq^ 
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among the ingenious and ftintastic outworks of SocuU Bvaiutum, 
embodying as they do all sorts of inconsistent and opposite prin- 
-ciples of architecture, have observed what they took to be very 
b^utiful and impregnable ecclesiastical structures. Straightway 
they broke into panegyrics on the entire system, believing that at 
last an architect had arisen who, upon the deepest and surest 
foundations, had reared a fortress of faith that would withstand 
all the assaults of the enemy, being armed with the enemy's own 
weapons. These are part of that large " outside world " which has 
received the book with favour. They feel instinctively, as Mr. 
Kidd gratefully acknowledges, that he is right, but, as he cannot 
hide from himself, they don't know that their own conception of 
the book is wrong. 

It is not worth while to point out what obscure graves 
await the recotriiizcd leaders of modern thought in other branches 
of human science under the new dispensation. That new dis- 
pensation will never arrive, being based on absurd contradic- 
tions of experience. If the author had only followed out his 
own principle consistently he would have exposed his own 
errors. As it is, he writes of Christianity, the Reformation and 
modern social purposes and problems in a manner which in- 
dicates that they are rational, interesting to the individual and 
wrought out by intellectual methods. Further, there is not the 
slightest evidence for saying that the rational interests of man do 
not extend beyond the individual, or that reason is merely a self- 
preservative instrument of the individual organism. The simplest 
enumeration of intellectual interests exposes that elementary 
mistake. Again, so far as religious teaching emphasizes the al- 
truistic interests of man it does so through intellectual media. 
But so far from religion preserving the physical vitality and pro- 
gressiveness of the race and continuing among men the work of 
natural selection among animals, it has just the opposite ten- 
dency. It tends to preserve the poorer, weaker and least pro- 
gressive specimens, and hampers the more vigorous elements of 
the race with the support of the unfortunate, not to mention the 
physical deterioration in many sections of the race which results 
from the social check on natural selection. Finally Mr. Kidd has 
been carried away by a mere metaphor. He treats the so-called 
social organism as though it were a real organism embodying 
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biological principles, when it is simply a metaphoric expression, 
referring to no special social institution, having no definite limits, 
nor any definable structure. Probably no one before Mr. Kidd 
ever dreamed of applying it to the vague field of Christian influ- 
ence. Individual rational beings in their various social relations 
writh each other are the beginning and end of all human organiza- 
tion, and the organic metaphor is merely convenient in describ- 
ing these relattons in general. 

Bnt the whole structure of the theory rests on this mistake 
and tails with it, leaving only some of the inconsistencies and side 
issttes in the book of any permanent interest or value. 

A. Shortt. 



SAYINGS FROM SCHILLER. 



This is the true mystery, which lies open to the eyes of all, 
and surrounds them for ever, and yet is perceived by none. 

If thou canst not please all with thy work and thy art, seek to 
find favour with the few. The praise of the many is fatal. 

Does thy deed fall short of perfection, still it is thine to hoM 
with resolute will to thy purpose ; and thus as a qnrit shalt thou 
do what b denied to thee as a mortal. 

Why can the living spirit not reveal itself to spirit ? When 
the soul speakSf alas, it is no longer the soul that speaks. « 

U S. 
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THE CHIEF DOCTRINE OF JBSCHVLVS. 

/P SCH YLUS* view of boinan life is extremely simple on the 
whole, though a closer exftmioation, whidi space at pre- 
sent forbids, would reveal some elements of complexity. By hv 
the most prominent characteristic of his plays is the Hebraic io- 
tensity with which he grasps, c» rather is grasped by the majesty 
of the moral order of the universe. The constant burden of his 
sonj; is just wliat he calls the old, old story — sin and sorrow. Here 
he finds the key to the destiny of men, ?nd families and nations. 
The doom of Troy is a punishment for violated hospitality. 
Agamemnon perishes because his hands are stained with his own 
child's blood, the champions against Thebes suilier for their im- 
pious boastings, the Titan Prometheus for his rebellious self-will 
Zeus himself is subject to Moral Law. The helmsmen of des- 
tiny are the Triple Fates and the mindful Erinyes— that is, the 
retributive powers which jealously guard the sanctity of the 
primal ties. Even Almighty Power has its limit— it most fall if 
it stumble on the altar of Justice. That to iEschylus is the rock 
foundation of all things — deeper fixed, one might say, than the 
thrones of the Gods themselves ; or rather the Gods are Gods to 
him only in so far as they are the representatives and executants 
of this everlasting order. Rebellion against this august law— this 
harmony of Zeus as he once calls it — is to him, as to all pious 
spirits, the most astounding thing in the world. Among all the 
monsters and marvels with which earth and sky are teeming, 
most marvellous and monstrous, wilder than tempests, more 
baleful than meteors, more foul than obscene birds or crawling 
things — ^is the rebellious spirit of man. For a time, indeed, pros- 
perity may seem to attend on crime and men bow down to 
wealth as a God, yea more than a God. But Justice despises 
the wealth which is stamped with the false die of counterfeit 
honour. She loves to dwell with the honest heart, Hies with 
averted eyes from the gold-bedizened palaces of the ungodly, 
and shines in the smoky cabins of the righteous poor. The doom 
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. of the wicked is not fiir distant. He satb with fiivottring gales 
to strike on the sunken reef. The good man may be perplexed 
by the apparent secnrity of the insolent and impious, but let him 
take courage. Soon with stem joy shall he see a spectacle which 
makes him own the sway of righteous laws, and brings back the 
light of day to him — ^the darked-veiled daughter of Zeus Justice 
unsheath her biting steel and strike home right through the lungs. 
Fools find sin sweet at the (irst» but the end of these things is 
death. Paris lightly chasing pleasure, like a giddy boy who pur- 
sues a bright-winged bird, shames the friendly board and lures • 
away the wife of his host from her dainty-curtained bower. He 
heeds not the desolation of the house which he has darkened with 
disgrace and sorrow — the mute anguish of the dishonoured hus- 
band yearning for her that is over the sea, and beholdinp^ only in 
the elusive joy of dreams that vanished loveliness, the lack of 
whose fair eyes makes all other fair things hateful to the man. 
The ravisher bears away his stolen treasure gaily to his father's 
halls, and the sons of Priam boldly chant his unhallowed nuptial 
song. Fools! She seemed to them a spirit of windless calm, the 
fair ornament of palaces, a soul-piercing flower of love. Little 
did they think that that fair face would prove to them a fell Fury, , 
a Priestess of Ruin who should launch against their town a thou- 
sand ships and fire the hapless towers of Ilium. Verily the gods 
are not blind to evil deeds. A reprobate and of kin to evil men 
is he who avers that they take no heed when mortals defile and 
trample under foot the grace of sacred things. 

Here then we have the dominant note of ^schylus — sin and 
sorrow. He explicitly rejects the old doctrine of the Envy of the 
Gods. There is an old saw, he says, that a man*s prosperity when 
once full grown, dies not childless, but breeds for his race a woe 
incurable. This view he emphatically denies and sets over 
against it his own. Apart he holds his solitary creed that it is sin 
which brings forth after his own kind, evil seed from an evil stock. 

As little does he make man the helpless sport of destiny. 
Doubtless the family-curse plays a great and terrible part in his 
dramas. He has profoundly grasped the undeniable truth that 
the iniquities of the fathers are visited upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation. But never in ^schylus does the 
curse fall on any whose own hands are pure. The house of 
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Atreus is the great example. It seems the prey of a maiign in- 
evitable fate. Each successive generation brings forth anew, some 
monstrous birth of iust and murder. But there is no external 
compulsion ; it is ever the perverse will that is active, the frenzy 
of wickedness, and infatuate hardening of the heart* Agamem- 
non for instance falls under the curse. He is murdered by his 
own wife and Iier paramour. But his death is the righteous and 
natural requital for his own deeds, for he has slain the daughter 
of his murderess, his own child Iphigenia. The fleet could not 
sail for Troy till the anger of Artemis had been appeased by the 
sacrifice of some one of his race. Agamemnon had to choose 
between frustrated ambition, and the most unnatural blood- 
guiltiness. He took his part at last and steeled his uiind to 
become the slayer of his daughter. Rather than give up his 
cherished dreams of conquest he brings himself to look upon 
that white flower of innocence laid by ^ude hands on the un* 
hallowed altar; he quenches with the gag's dumb violence the 
clear virginal voice which often had rung through bis halls to 
grace her loved father's third libation for good fortune. The 
piercing appeal of the sad eyes that gaze upon turn as from 
some helpless pictured form of sorrow have no power to melt his 
iron heart. Therefore since from ambition he has done this 
thinp, it is just the consummation of that ambition which brings 
his doom. For returning home victorious over Troy and wel- 
comed with the honours due to a God, he is snared in his bath 
by his own wife and iBgisthus and cut down like an ox. They 
too fall under the curse and receive the just reward of tbdr 
treacherous wickedness. But when a pure scion of this accursed 
stock appears, the pupil and proteg^ of Apollo the pore God of 
light, the curse has no permanent power over him. He suffers 
pain indeed, but his end is peace. He returns in honoui^ at last 
and leigns in the house which lie has cleansed. 

So simple in the main is .I'.schylus' criticism of life. With a 
a deep-toned earnestness and splendid affluence of imagery, 
equalled only by the Hebrew prophets, and a plastic power in 
which he greatly excels them, he grasps the central facts of the 
moral world. - As Carlyle said of him, it is like hearing the rocb 
speak to us. And though from the nature of his work, which is 
Tragedy, the side of the great laws exhibited by him is chiefly 
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pnaitlve, be does not fail to show ns clearly that in them we find 
not only our limits bat oar life. The grim Erinyes are above all 
the representatives of retribution ; yet» even they have another 
aspect ; they are also the Eamenides. the Benifsnant ones. They 
are the sharp spikes of Eternal Ordinance* terrible, hideoas» a 
consuming fire. Bat on the other side their face is gracious, and 
not wrathful. To those who fear and honor them they send up 
light from their dark abodes beneath the earth, soft airs to blow 
with sunshine over the land, buds unscathed by mildew, abun- 
dant flocks, happy homes. It is precisely the thought of Words- 
worth — sweetness resting on the knees of inviolable law. 
Stern Lawgiver, yet Thou dost wear 
The Godhead's n:ost benignant grace, 
Nor know we anything more fair 
Than is the smile upon Thy face. 
Flowers blow before Thee on their beds 
And fragrance in Thy footing treads; 
Thoa dost preserve the stars from wrong, 
And the most ancient heavens thro' Thee are fresh and strong.* 

J. Macnaughton. 

'Compare ihenxlngot HotMlltullMtlfttecwi wM«tolMiv«UseaadrMtlttBriiir«wo&ldfiMiM 
him back lo it. 
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Tht Reli^nm of the World. By G. \f Grant. D.D , Principal Queen's University, 
Canada. Toronto : Methodiitt Book aod Pablisbiag House. Loodoo ; Adam 
nad Chariot Bbck. 1894. 

Comte, Mill and Spencer : An Outline of Philosophy. By John Watmi« LL.D., 
Professor of Moral Philosophy in the University of Qoeen's College, IGnplOB. 
Canada. Glasgow : James Maclebose & Sons. New York : IdacnUllan c Co. 
1895. 

Very appreciative notices of these two works appear in Tkt 
Week for March 15th. The Frindpal's work is reviewed by 
the Rev. Herbert Symoods, while Prof. Clarke Murray of McGill 
^ University gives an estimate of "Dr. Watson's New Book." We 
are content to quote the testimony of such competent and author- 
itative critics as to the merits of these works. Mr. Symonds 
writes that for the purposes of the general reader "we know of no 
work which can compare with Principal Grant's 'Religions of tbe 

Worid' His attitude towards great historic iaiths is the 

truly Christian attitude of sympathy and charity. .... His love 
of the truth is so sincere, and his conviction as to the real super- 
iority of Christianity and its essential difference from all other 
religions is so firm, that he is no more afraid of acknowledging 
the good in them than a sun-worshipper might be of admitting 

that the moon gives some light The method adopted is 

not only extremely interesting but valuable to the divinity stu- 
dent, and to the general reader who has not the leisure to devote 

much time to this study The author adopts the Bishop 

of Ripon's permanent elements of a perfect religion, viz : De- 
pendence, Fellowship and Progress, corresponding to the revela- 
tion of ( jod : the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. His ap- 
plication of the test supplied by this analysis to Confucianism is 
one of the most instructive passages in his instructive book." 
Mr. Symonds concludes his notice with quotations from some of 
**thc illuminating passages" in the book. 

Of Dr. Watson's book Prof. Clarke Murray says, **it must be 
welcome to all who take an interest in the higher thought of the 
world. It must be specially welcome to Canadians as exhibiting 
tbe kind of philosophical teaching which is within the reach of 
university students in the Dominion. Dr. Watson is one of 
these effective writers who keep us from forgetting that there is 
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a sphere of hnman knowledge which claims the M name of 

philosophy Primarily the book is designed to furnish an 

outline of philosophy, and, as the prefaice explains, the criticism 
of the three authors named in the title is subservient to this 

primary object I certainly do not know any work in 

English which can be compared with it for the purpose it is 

intended to serve Prof. Watson modestly describes 

himself as adopting the philosophical creed which has been 
represented in recent English literature most prominently by 
Professor Green and the Master of Ballioi. But neither of these 
writers, with all their eminent services to philosophical literature 
has shown such a complete mastery of idealism in all its bearings 
as this outline of Professor Watson's ; and to me the book, small 
though it may be, seems a substantial addition to the higher 
thought of the world. 

Composition from Models. ^By W. J Alexander, Ph.D.. Professor of English in 
Univmuity ColleKe, Toronto, and M. F. Libby, B.A., Englisb Master io the 
Pwkdate Cotlegiate ImHlnte. Toronto. Toronto : The Copp, Clark Co.. 1894. 

This is a practical manual of composition in which the selec- 
tions, consisting of extracts from standard authors, are judiciously 
classified and arranged as Historical Narratives, Letters, De- 
scription, Character Sketches, Interpretation, tic, and intended 
to serve as models for the student. At the end of each extract a 
list of themes is suggested for practice, and an analytic examina- 
tion both of the style and the matter is given. As a book of ex* 
tracts it is one of the best we have seen, interesting, comprehen- 
sive and based on a high standard of taste. We are sure it will 
be of great service to the teacher as saving him the time and 
trouble of selection. The analysis or examination of models at 
the end of each extract will also be helpful* though perhaps it 
might deal more with the fundamental or architectonic principles 
of composition. We can heartily recommend the work. 

History, Prophtey and the Monumtnts By ]. F. McCurdy. Pb. D.. LL.D. Pub- 
lishers; Macmillan & Co., 66 Fifth Avenue, New York. Vol. I. price, $3.00 ntt. 

WE have here the first volume, to be followed speedily by 
the second and concluding volume, of an important 
work by the accomplished Professor of Oriental Languages in 
University College, Toronto. Dr. McCurdy is a member of that 
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small bnt brilliant group of scholan who in different countries 
have devoted themselves to tlie decipherment of the Cnneilbrm 
Inscriptions of Babylonia and Assyria, with the happy lesoH of 
enlaii^ng our knowledge of early civilisation by kwi; periods of 
time, of reflecting much light on the references of Greek writers, 
wherever they deal with Asiatic liistoiy, but specially of illustrat- 
ing, cnnhrining or clearing up the statements of Biblical writers. 

The history of the decipherment of the Cuneiform Inscrip- 
tions from the first happy guess of Grotefend in i8o2 down to the 
present date reads almost like a chapter of romance. The pages 
of this history are studded with the names of such widely-known 
scholars as Rask, Burnouf, Lassen, Westergaard, Hincks, Rawlin- 
son and Oppert, whose intellectual enerf^y was supplied with the 
material for study by the exploialions of Botta, Layard* George 
Smith and Hormuzd Rassain. 

So numerous are the discoveries made in this department of 
investigation, that accounts given a few years ago are now an- 
tiquated, and it becomes necessary, therefore, from time to 
time to " take stock " of the situation, and to give a fresh sum- 
mary of the results of exploration. 

Dr. McCurdy's work is of the nature of a restatement of the 
discoveries up to date, with special reference to their bearing on 
the Old Testament records, not in the form of a commentary as 
done by Schrader or on detached questions, but on a consistent 
plan and covering the whole field in an orderly method. 

Though intended as a popular treatment of the subject, hardly 
a page can be read which does not bear witness, from the cita- 
tions made, to immense reading and wide-ranging inquiry. The 
easy reading of this book has entailed hard stndy and writing on 
the part of the author, and its statements may be relied on as based 
on first-hand knowledge of the original authorities themselves. 

The value of the present work to the Biblical student is many 
sided. It has been the express aim of the author to set forth the 
history of the Hebrew nation in its true perspective, and to give 
to it its proper historical setting as related to and influenced in its 
course by other and more powerful nations of the same stock, 
which preceded or were contemporaneous with Israel. 

It lay outside the plan of the author to deal at any length with 
Semitic religion and mythology. The interest is mainly in the 
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historical field and not in the critical. There is only passing re- 
ference to the BabyloDian Creation-story, or the deluge-legend, 
or to the vexed question of the different Codes of the Hexateuch, 

although these too are discussed but not for critical purposes. 

The origin of the Mesopotamian Kingdoms of Babylon and 
Assyria, is shown to be in harmony with the Biblical statement 
that out of Babylon " went forth Asshur," Assyna being later in 
origin and havinjsf most influence on the fortunes of Israel. In 
fact, throughout the existence of Israel, it was the masterful and 
cruel Assyrian power that dominated the eastern world, the 
career of universal conquest which the Assyrian monarchs 
adopted, bringing them first in contact with the Hebrews. 

Of the Hyksos and their affinities, the rise of the Hittites and 
their racial character, the kings of Sippar and their date 4000 
B.C., the priest-rulers of Lagash, and the many interesting iden- 
tifications between Scripture and the monuments, together with 
the harmonies and discrepancies between the Biblical chronology 
and the Eponym-lists of Governors and the Assyrian Canons of 
Rulers, we have no space to speak. 

To only one point will we make reference. In denying a 
Turanian race as the basis on which the Semitic kingdoms of 
Snmir-Accad were fonnded, as the race that originated a civil- 
ization and literature which were prior to the immigiation of the 
Semites and borrowed by the Semites, Dr. McCurdy stands so 
far as we. know alone, and is in conflict with the general views of 
Assyrian scholars. 

In conclusion we must characterise this book as of the very 
h^hest merit, written in the most lucid style, and an admirable 
statement of the present state of our knowledge, doing with like 
industry and scholarship for ihe general reader what Schrader, 
Hommel, Winckler and others have done for the specialist in 
Biblical study. 

The book is a credit to Canadian scholarship, and is destined 
to take its place as the fullest and clearest exposition of the sub- 
ject, until it too in due time is superseded through the accumula- 
tion of new and larger knowledge in this ever-widening field of 
research. A. B. 
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WHEN France is quiet, the prosi>ect for peace in Europe is good ; 
aod several things have happened in the last three months to 

sober France. A new Czar is autocrat of all the Russias» and he has 
given no direct sign of that sentimental attitude in her favour, with 

OoB l«Bn«N ^'^^^^ ^'^ father was credited, for somewhat scant rea- 
sons. Then, the resignation of the President, Casimir 

NatoaaoDaa. p^rier, was a Severe blow to national pride. It was 
gallantly borne, indeed, and M. Faure was installed in the high place 
with almost the same calmness and speed with which the son of a 
hereditary monarch succeeds to the throne. But the hisses, yells of 
rage and execrations directed against the ex-President showed that 
the blow had Sttuck home. What greater insult could be offered to 
Fiance than an act which proclaimed that the highest office in her 
gift was not worth holding ? It lowered the Republic in the eyes of 
friends and of possible enemies. It lessened the hope of securing a 
Russian or any other alliance. As long as the Presidency was sacro- 
sanct, there was one man to represent the unity of France and the con- 
tinuity of her life and policy ; a man whom the Czar's representatives 
could talk to to-day with an assurance that he would be found hliing 
the same poet to-morrow. Now, there is no soch security. The men 
who worried one President into resigning feel that they can worry 
another. Their shouts, when M. P'aure was elected, that '* he would 
last three months," announced that. They will do their best to execute 
their threats, when it suits their role ; and though the new President 
appears to be of a different Ghn from his predecessor, no one 
can be sure. The office has been smirched. Besides, the Chamber 
has had to listen to some unpalatable truths concerning the relative 
inferiority of the army to that of Germany* in numbers, ec^uipment and 
readiness for mobilization, notwithstanmng the prodigious sacrifices 
which have been made. Finally, it is seen that England is determined 
to be mistress of the sea, no matter what it costs. The Liberal Min- 
istry has heartily accepted the policy of the Cmiservatives and 
Umonists in this regard. Consequently, France, which at bottom 
has an enormous reserve of common sense, has settled down to a 
peace policy. So much the worse, of course, for poor Madagascar, 
and so much the better for the Industrial Exhibition which Paris is to 
hold in the year 1900 1 

Casimir Perier has retired into private life, not exactly after tibe 
manner of Cincinnatus or Diocletian. He has no intention, however, 
of remaining a foil private, and may yet be heard again in the Cham* 
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ber. If he gets there, it will not be - pleasant for some of those who 
attacked him when he could not strike back. As he is a strong man, 
though stronger to act and to dare than to sufter silently, and as the 
French people do not cherish resentments and have not a great store 
of available public men, the odds are in favpur of him again becoming 
Premier as well as Deputy. If so, he may revise the Constitution. 
He knows 1/y hitter experience the helplessness of the Presidency and 
the necessity of making it a reality. The President reigns but does 
not govern. That system wOrks well enough in England, where " the 
Divinity that doth hedge a King " is still fat, and where the greatest 
Minister would not dare to insult or even to regard too lightly the 
wishes of the Crown. But such a sentiment requires centuries for its 
growth, and a Republic should either give to its head genuine power, as 
in the United States, or dispense with a head altogether, as some of 
the French Radicals locficnlly propose. Canadians would never give to 
any man the powers which the President of the States has. They pre- 
fer the large freedom which they have under the British Constitution, 
and as long as they are of that mind, they must have for Governor- 
General a direct representative of the Crown, or become a kingdom— 
as Sir John A. Macdonald wished— and have one of the Queen's sons 
for King. To make one of our politicians Governor-General would be 
to invite liascoes more humiliating than that which Casimir Ptorier has 
inflicted on France. Neither the Queen nor the Governor-General is 
a mere hguie-head. but, M. Faure is that and cannot be anything 
more. 

THE old proverb that *' threatened men live long " seems to ap- 
ply to Lord Rosebery's Govemn^ent as well as to Established 

Churches. It is doing good work, too, at home and abroad. Mr. 

Gladstone has been, from the first, behind it, in pressing for a full in- 
vestigation into the Armenian horrors, and his influence on public 
opinion, when a moral question is concerned, is irresistible. Old alli- 
ances, political considerations, the balance of pov^er, all alike go down 
before his wrath. " Every nation has authority in behalf of humanity 
and justice," he cries, and all Evangelical and Non-Conformist con- 
sciences say Amen. 

The adoption of the principle of eight hours as a working day in all 

establishments where Government work is done will give a valuable 
impetus to the movement to make it as universal in the United King- 
dom as it has been for years in Australia. Its success there, in get- 
ting improved work done and in raising the tone of the workmen, with- 
out increasing the cost of the product, is generally admitted. Austra- 
lian Trades-Unions have made some bad mistakes, but this is not one 
of them. Experiments along the same line by leading Arms in Eng- 
land have also been successral, and there can be little doubt that the 
Government's action will be vindicated by the results. As Macaulay 
declared, in contending for the Ten Hours Bill, when England yields 
|ier i|idustrial sceptre it stialj no^ 1^ !9 rival whose sops Jiaye beei) 
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dwarfed by working ttxteen hours a day. It is now oooccded, too, 
that high wages are economical. 

The Government has dispensed its patronage on the whole wisely; 
its Church patronage, in England, well ; in Scotland, ill. Sir William 
Vernon Harcourt, Mr. Asquith, Mr. Morley, Mr. Campbell- Banner- 
man, Mr. Bryce, Lord Spencer and Lord Kipon, have added to their 
reputations. Lord Rosebery alone cannot be called a success, though 
at present little is said concerning him, partly because of sympathy 
with him in his illness, and partly because he is a favourite both with 
the Queen and Mr. Gladstone. When he resigns the Premiership, he 
will never take it up again. When the inevitable Dissolution of Par- 
liament comes, all the signs point to a Liberal rout. The Welsh Pis- 
establishment Bill has roused the Church. Irish Church Disestablish- 
ment, Burials Bills, Admission of Jews to Parliament, and numerous 
Other measures as well as decisions of the courts angered only sections 
of the clergy and individuals among the laity. But Welsh Disestab- 
lishment is a different matter. It is an attempt to lop ofl a limb from 
a living body, and it implies that Wales is a separate kingdom from 
England. Ecclesiastical and political forces of great weight are there- 
fore arrayed against it, and these arc likely to tell, in Wales itself as 
well as in England, at the next election. Irish Home Rule is dead for 
the present, and its dead weight handicaps the Liberals. The tide, 
too, seems to be running against them. 

Almost every one rubbed his eyes when he read in the newspapers 
that the Leader of the House of Commons had allowed something like 

a bimetallist resolution to be carried without a division, and had inti- 
mated that he would consent to the holding of another Monetary Con- 
ference. After all allowances are made for the circumstances in which 
it was passed, and chiefly for the feet that patient, cool>headed, much* 
enduring Mr. Bull is wilhng to hear everything than can be urged on any 
and every side of a question, even on perpetual motion, spirit-rapping or 
the squaring of a circle, it is undeniable that an enormous number of 
people, in Europe as well as in America, have got it into their heads 
that the present trade depression is due to gold monometallism and 
the appreciation of gold. There will be two sides on this, as long as 
there are two standards in the world, some countries usm^ silver and 
others using gold. That will be a long time yet. The question is a very 
complex one, and it is a great deal belter that experts from different 
countries should meet together and thresh it out, if that be possible, 
or at any rate make some dehnite proposals, than that it should be 
rel^ated to owners of silver mines who control Senators or to dema- 
gogues who simply shout for *'the dollar of our fiuliers** with the 
sole object of controlling votes. Sir William Vernon Harcourt 
therefore did well in not opposing the resolution, though few thinking 
men expect more irom a second Conference than they got from the 
first. England has the greatest interest at stake, oi any country in 
the world, on both sides of the question. On the one side, she is the 
great creditor nation of tiie world. On the other side, she owns |ndiaf 
and does an immense trade with China and Japan, 
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THE politicians of the United States, in and out of Coogress, are 
veiy angry with Canada. The head and front of our offimd- 
ing is that we desire to live our own life, and that in order to be able 
to do so with security, we intend to preserve our organic connec- 
OvK SevTBBaii ^^^^ yfiih the Mother Country. In the Forum for 
March, there are two articles as significant as the two 
Nkighboum. ^j.js which the late Congress specially showed its 
spirit. Senator Lodge, a shining light on tlie Rcpulilican side, says 
in the first article, — "The Government of Canada is hostile to us. 
They lose no opportunity of injuring us. They keep open the (Ques- 
tion of the fisheries both m the Atlantic and Pacific, and complicate 
constantly our relations with Great Britain." Never was such a cry 
of distress heard, since the memorable plea of the wolf against the ag- 
gressive lamb. There is no specification of any act of hostility on our 
part, or of any injury inflicted by us. Fancy Canada '' injuring " the 
great Republic ! But, we have contended that the waters on 'our At- 
lantic coasts are our own, for the distance prescribed by the law of 
nations, and we had the audacity to argue before a great International 
Court that a section of the Pacific ocean was not ** a closed aea," and 
we were wicked enough to gain our case. What is to be done unto 
us for these injuries inflicted on our neighbours ? " Why," continues 
the Senator, " If Canada desires the advantages of our great markets, 
let her unite with us, either entirely or as to tariib.** Was there ever 
such a volte-face ? We are to be shut out of the U. S. markets, not 
because we are "hostile " or have inflicted " injury" on the unoffend- 
ing wolf, but simply because we desire to do a mutually advantage- 
ous trade with neighbours. That desire is to be used as a lever to 
disrupt the British Empire, or at any rate to force us into union with 
the commercial combines which protection has fostered, in order that 
the combines may surround the whole Continent with the highest 
tarifl wall which Congress can construct 1 In the next article, that 
all-wise modern Midas, Mr. Andrew Carnegie, also an influential 
member of the Republican party, because of his contributions to its 
campaign fund, thus discourses : Although I am opposed to taxing 
the rood and the necessaries of the people, I should make an excep- 
tion in regard to Canada, and this without r^ard to the doctrines of 
either firee trade or protection, but as a matter of high {sic !) politics. 
...... Therefore, I should tax highly all her products entering the 

United States ; and this I should do, not in dislike lor Canada, but 
for love of her, in the hope that it would cause her to realize that the 
nations upon this Continent are expected to be American nations, and 
I trust finally one nation so far as the English-speaking portion is 
concerned. I should use the rod not in anger but in love ; but I 
should use it." Was ever the vulgar insolence of wealth more dis- 
played ? I I I I I I I. cSrc, Sec. 

So the whole article reads. Mr, Carnegie was, I believe, born in 
Scotland, but he is as ignorant of the history of Scotland as he is of 
the history of Canada. For how many centuries did England try his 
style ol "loving" Scotland? Was it the rod which united tlie two 
patjons ? It may be Sf^d that ^ man who talJ^ ^ bl&tantiy about 



Digitized by Google 



« 

348 



QUEEN'S QUARTERLY, 



the people he "loves" is not worth answering. True. But straws 

show how the current runs, and the Republicans have captured Con- 
gress. Not that the last Congress can be mentioned with honour. 
Its treatment of the Neckar Island question and the Behriog Sea • 
claims was on a par with its wanton waste of over sixteen millions of 
dollars on a small loan, so far as extravagance goes, while violation of 
international comity and courtesy is joined to the extravagance in the 
former cases. Mr. Cleveland showed that the bond syndicate thought 
it worth sixteen millicms to have the word "gold** rather than **coin** 
in their bond ; but the men who take good care to insert "gold** in 
their own mortgages refused to ma»<e the chanpe, when the money 
of the people was to be saved ur lost. It does not rain dollars 
even in the States; and every million wasted means more general 
privation and longer depression. Again, that there is to be a cwle be- 
tween Australia and Canada is settled. Very naturally Hawaii wish- 
ed to tc^p it, and the parties interested in the cable offered to oblige 
* them, in exchange for a subsidy and a lease of an uninhaUted and 
uninhabitable bit of rock as a landing place. The rock could not be 
fortified. It has not even the ghost of a harbour. Yet, in spite of 
the President's recommendation, the Senate took advantage of a* 
clause in an old Treaty with Hawaii to forind the lease. Still worse 
is the case of the poor fellows whose ships were sei2ed in Behring 
Sea. Their property was destroyed and they were thrown into prison. 
The Court of Arbitration having decided against the States, and the 
damages having been assessed at three quarters of a million, Mr. 
Secretary Gresham on behalf of the Government offered something 
over $400,000 as a settlement. To save expenses and delay, the offer 
was accepted. Congress rejected the settlement and made no other 
provision in the case ! The President is a gentleman and of course 
apologised to Britain, but while that makes the matter all right be- 
tween the two Governments, what of the wronged sealers in the 
meantime ! 

Why do I speak of these things ? Mr. Carnegie would say, "be- 
cause I love the States." So be it ; but the real reason is that "fore- 
warned is forearmed." It is not wise for us to be under Illusions with 
regard to the prevailing sentiments of the men who represent a pow- 
erful neighbour. Canada must make up its mind that it is not going 
to realize its freedom without cost. It must decide to be really one 
with Britain, politically and commercially, or to throw in its lot with 
the States, or to assert a punv independence. We will do neither the 
one thing nor the other, and 1 do not wonder that the nation to the 
South of us is irritated at our attitude. Halting between two or three 
opinions is not the way to piin the respect of any one, or to preserve 
our own self-respect. If we will only be consistent, no harm is likely to 
befall us ; but if we attempt to ride two or three horses at the same 
time» we are pretty sure to find ourselves in a sorry plight before 
long. G* 
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